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and P<ippaa^ byihe dtf^ieei of MemaHna. I¥. Tkeo 
Roman kmghts put to death for a Areem, V. The 
iniquity of '^ public advocates. A motion in the 
Senate to redteihe Cindan Iweo^ which prohibHtd the 
taking of fees. Deblites on that mbjeet. The hgaf 
fee asc&tainedy and beyond that cM t0 be demned 
gttUty of extortion* Vl[L CofnmoHoM among the 
Parthians: Bardanes ptd ft) deaths and Gotarzes 
fixed on the throne. XI. The Meeular games e^iihited 
at Rome, in (he year tight hmdredfrom the founda- 
tion of the dty. " XII. The criminai Imm ^ Mes^ 
\^ salina arud Cains Sitim. Xtll. Claudius ignorant of 
^ his wifeh adultery. He discharges his censorial func" 
tions. He adds thr^e letters to the Roman alphabet. 
An account of the origin, of letters. XV. T%e college 
of aiagurs put under new regulations. XVI. The - 
Cheruscans send from Germany to desire a imigfrom 
Rome^ Italicus, the nephew of Arminim, is sent, 
and wett received : a party formed against Mm : a 
civil war ensues: he proves victorious. XVIII. Cor^ 
huh sent to command in Lower Germany. He intro» 
duces the strictest discipline; subdues the Chaiicians, 
and meditates further conquests. He puts Gannascus, 
a German chief to death. He receives orders from 
Claudius to repass the Rhine. XX. Curtius Rufus, 
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for the discovery of a mne^ obtains tnumphaj oma^ 
ments. .An account of' his origin, his rise, andcha^ 
racter. XXII. Cneius tJomits deiMed with a dagger 
in the princess presence: his fortitude on the rack* 
The first institution of the Boman quastor : the history 
of that office in its progress;. XXIII. tkbates about 
filling the vacancies in the' senate. The nohility of 
Gaul claim to be adndtted: Speeches against that 
measure. The emperor^s reply to the. whole argnmefit^ 
The Gauk carry their point. Claudius refu^s the 
title of Father of the Senate. XXVL The frantic 
jpeves of Messalina and SUius. He propose? to tnarry 
the empress. She agrees : the nuptial ceremony, dur- 
ing the absence of Clavdim, petformed in the most 
public manner^ XXIX. The freedmen bent on her 
destruction^. Ttm courtesans, by the direction ofNar^ 
cissus, infqrm the emperor. XXXI- Messalina diverts 
herself, and celebrates the autumnal season in the. 
highest gaiety* Claudius returns from Ostia. Nar^^ 
cissus, his freedman, leads him to the camp. Silijji^ 
and his confederates put to death, ^ XXXVII. Clau-- 
dius at a banquet wavers in favour of Messalina, 
Narcissus orders her execution. Her death tn the - 
gardens of Luculliis. The stupidity of Claudius. 
Narcissus obtains the endgns of qucestorian rank. ' 

These transactions include two years^ . 
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Yean Oi 
of Rome— Chrbt . Consuls. 

800 47 Clftudius,Athtime,LuciusVitellim,Sdt%me. 

801 48 Aulm Fitellius, L. Vipsamus^ 
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'!• JjlESSALINA was convinced that book * 
Poppaea had been for some time engaged u^Jl# 
in a course of adultery with Valerius Asia^ ^'soo.^* 
ticus, who had enjoyed the honour of two '^^• 
eonsulships. She had, besides, an eye to 
the elegant gardens, formerly the pride of 
Lucullus, which Asiaticus had improved 
in the highest taste and magnificence. Bent 
on the destruction of Poppaea and her 
lover, she suborned Suillius (a) to carry on 
the prosecution, Sosibius, the tutor oi 
Britannicus, entered into the conspiracy. 
This man had the ear of Claudius. In se- 
cret whispers, and under a mask of friend- 
ship, he alarmed the emperor wjth the ne- 
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BOOK cessity of being- on his guard against the 
wv^ machinations of his enemies.* " Overgrown 
^800.^' " wealth/' h^; said, " in the ^nd« of a pri- 
^^47. • " vate citizen, is always big with danger to 
'* the reigning prince. When Caligida fell, 
" Asiaticus was th^ principal actor in that 
^* bloody tragedy. He owned the fact in a 
" full assembly of the people, and claimed 
" the glory of the deed (b) . That bold ex- 
" ploit has made him popular at Rome ; 
" his fame is spread through the provinces ; 
" and, even now, he meditates a visit to the 
** German armies. Bom at Vienne (c) , he 
" has great family interest and powerful 
** connections in Gaul. A man thus sup* 
*• ported will be able to incite his country* 
*V men to a revolt.^' The hint was enough 
for Claudius. Without further enquiry, he 
dispatphed Crispinus, who commanded the 
praetorian guards, with a band of soldiers^ 
Xi^ir mai^ch resembled a body of troops 
going on a warlike expediticHi. Asiaticus 
was seized at Baiae, and brought to Rome 
in chains. 

II. He w«« not suflered to appear before 
the senate. The cause was heard in the 
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salina. S^il^fis i^;cio4 ioTtii as mosciail;or. wv<^ 

A IT f^ • 

I}^ stated the coflrrupticHi of the army, and aoo. ' 
accused Asiaticus as tl?e«ufckor of it. By ^V?* 
bribes, by largesses, and by the practice 
q£ 9.bamioable yice?, the soldiers were se- 
duced frona their duty : they were prepaprmi 
for any enterprise, howev-er atijociousl The 
crime of adultery with Poppaea helped to 
siirellthe chirgei artd, tp orown ^aU, the 
pri&oner had unmancied hioaself by his uDt 
natural pasaions/ Stuijg to tiae quick by 
this i^pttfaation, Asiaticus turned to the 
prjosecsutor, ^* And ask yaursona,'' he^saidt 
f* they will tell you that I ^m a aaiao/^ He 
weoi iiJto his dafeiK^e in such a straio of 
paHieit^p leloquence, that Oaiidius £diihf 
longest emotions. Eyan MessalinadrapHi 
^ped 9^ tear. She left the room to wipe the 
gW3h pf nature ftom her eyes; bid: fiiBt 
charged Vitellius not to suffer the prisoner 
toics^pe. In the me^iu time, she hafitened 
tJje destru^ctioa of Poppaea* She seot her 
agents to $J*rm her with the horroi^ of a jail, 
fmd drive her, by that dis»ial prospect,, to 
fin act of desperation. Her maUce was unr 
koown to Claudius. JEie was >so little m tJie 
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BOOK secret, that, a few dsiys afterwards; haviag 
invited Scipio as his guest, he asked him. 



^sS;.^' '' Why his wife was not of the party (a)r 
^47?* Scipio made answer, ^* She is dead/' 

III. Claudius was, for some time^ in 
suspense. He was inclined to favour Asia« 
ticus, but Vitellius interposed. With tears 
in his eyes, he talked of the friendship 
which had long subsisted between the 
prisoner and hiaiself ; he mentioned their > 
mutual habits at the court of Antonia, the 
emperor's mother; he stated the pubUo^ 
merit of Asiaticus; and, in particular, the 
glory of his late expedition into Britain: 
he omitted nothing that could excite com*; 
passion, but, at last, concluded (with ^ 
stroke of treachery), that to allow him to 
' choosehismodeof dyirigwas anindulgence 
due to so distinguished a character. Thig 
cruel species of clemency was adopted by 
Claudius. The friends of Asiaticus re- 
commended abstinence, as a mode of death 
easy and gradual. He scorned the pre- 
tended lenity, and betook himself to his 
usual exercises. He bathed and supped 
with alacrity of mind. " To die,'^ he said,. 
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^. by the intrigues of an artful woman, or book 

XI 

^' the treachery of a debauched and pro- v^-v-v 
" fligate impostor, such as VitelliuSj was ^'^^' 
♦* an ignominious catastroplie. He envied \^' 
^^ those who perished by thie systematic 
'^ cruelty of Tiberius, or the headlong fury 
^' of Caligula/' Having declared these 
sentiments, he opened a vein, and bled to 
death. Before he gave himself the mortal 
wound, he had the fortitude to purvey his 
funeral pile. Perceiving that the flame 
might reach the branches of the trees, and 
hurt the shade of his garden, he ordered 
it to be rempved to a more distant spot* 
Such was the tranquillity with which he 
encountered death, 

IV. The senate was convened. Suillius 
followed his blow. He preferred an accu- 
sation against two Roman knights, of the 
name of Petra;. both distinguished by their 
rank and character. The crime objected 
to them was, that they had made their 
house convenient to Poppaea, when she 
carried on her intrigue with Mnester. The 
charge against one of them imported, that, 
in a dream, his imagination presented' to 
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BOOK I»im tlM5 Jgure of Claudius crowned with a 
^^v-L; sheaf of corn, bui; the lear^ iisfcyerfced down^ 
800. * ward. This vision M^as un^pjrstoOd by the 
^4^' criminal 9^ the prognostic of an approach- 
ing famiiie. Some *yill have it, that the 
wreath consisted of vinerbranchies, with thfe 
leaves entirely faded ; and this was deemed 
an omen of the emperor's death towards 
the end of the ensuing autumn. Whatever 
it might ibe» it is certain that it was held iff 
be an act of treason. The two brothor^ 
died for a dream- By a decree of the se* 
Uate, Crispinus was rewarded with fifteen 
thousand sesterces, and the praetorian digt 
* mty* Oa the motion of Vitellius, a vote of 
^ ten thousand sesterces passed m ff»^Yfmf^ of 
Sosibius, the preceptor of Britannicus, and 
the faithfpl adviser of the emperOi'. In jthe 
debate on this occasion, $cipio w?i«s c*Jled 
«ipoiji for his opinion: he rose, »nd said, 
" Since the conduct pf my wife Fof^s^ 
•* must appear to me in the sao^e j^bt that 
" it does to this assembly, let me be thought 
•* to concur with the general yoipe/^ A 
^ jjelicate stroke of prudence, yielding to the 
necessity pf the time?, yet not forgetting the 
ties of conjujgal affection. 
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V. Fbom ttis time, tiie rage of SuUliua ^S, 
knew no bounds. A number of others fol- v-v-*' 

A ' TT C* 

lowed in the same track, all rivals in ini- " 8po» 
quity. The constitution had been long '471. 
since annihilated ; the functions of the mar 
gistrates were wrested out of their hands; 
the will of the prince was the law ; and, 
by consequence, the crew of i|ifi3rmers grew 
rich by injustice ajid oppresi^ion. Their 
^eloquence was put up to ^le, like any 
other commodity at market. Samius, a 
Roman knight of djfitincti<»i, has left a 
memorable instance, He had retained 
Saiilius with a fee of ten thousand crowns ; 
but finding that his cause was betcaj'ed; 
he went to the house of the perfidious ora- ^ 
t&Cj and fdl upon his own swords To 
ciieck this fatal mischief, a motion wa$ 
made in the senate by Cains Silius, then 
consul elect. Of this maja, his elevation; 
and his downfall, due notice will be taken 
iiereafter. He represeated, in strong co- 
lours, the avarice of the advocates. The 
lathers, with one voice, agreed to revive 
the Cipcian law (ajn by which it was or- 
dained in ancient times, iimt no advocate, 
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BOOK for a fee, or gratuity of any kind, should 
^-i-v^ prostitute his talents. 

47. • VI. The informers opposed the motion.. 
They saw that the blow ^vas aimed at 
themselves. Silius grew more eager. He 
was at open enmity with Suillius, and, for 
that reason, pressed the business with his 
utmost vigour. He cited the orators of 
ancient times, men of pure and upright 
principles, who considered honest fame, 
and the fair applause of posterity, as the 
true reward of genius. *^ Eloquence,'^ he 
said, ^^ the first of liberal arts, if it conde- 
" scended to be let out for hire, was no 
' ^* bietter than a sordid trade. If it bcr 
" came, mercenary, and sold itself to the 
** highest bidder, no truth can. be e±f 
** pected ; integrity is at an end- Take 
^ from venal oratory all its .views of in-^ 
** terest, and the number of suitors will, of 
" course, be diminished. In the reigning 
" corruption of the modern forum, private 
" feuds, mutual accusations, family quar- 
" rels, hatred, and animosity, are kept 
alive. The practisers lite by the pasr. 
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** sions of mankind, as pbysiciafis' timve book 
"by. an ; epidemic distemper. Call to v,..v^ 
** mind Caius Asinius, Marcus Messala, ^^^ 
** and; .^mong the names of more re<;ent \^ 
^' date, remember the Arruntii and the 
** -^serini : men who never set themselves 
"up to. auction : never mad^ a bargain 
" and sale of their talents, but rose by 
** their integrity and their unbought ^lo- 
** quence to the highest honours of the . 
" state/' This speech from the consul 
elect was heard with general approbation. 
The fathers were on the point of declaring 
by a decree, that all who took the wages 
of oratory should be deemed guilty of exr 
tortion. SuiUius and Cossutianus, with 
many others who were conscious ^f their 
evil practices, clearly saw, that if the de- 
cree passed the senate, it would be nothing 
less than a vote of pains and penalties 
against themselves. To ward off the blow,, 
they pressed round the emperor, praying 
an indemnity for past transactions. Clau- 
dius, seeming by a riod to assent to their 
petition, they took courage, and argued 
their case as follows : • / 
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K66* VtI.**WkBit£ ifethe orator <rlw can 

XI ' 

\*v^ " fldltet hiiiiielf that his tiame will reach 
^£0.^ *• posterity P The itttere&ts of society re^ 

^^5*' * qw ire advdcates by professian, men Versed 
•* ih questions of right and wrong, and 
•* r^ady, as Well as able, to protect the 
♦* Weak against the proud and affluent. 
" Bttt eloquencie is not a gratuitcms gift j 
" it is acquired by toil and industry. To 
" coriduct the affairs of others, the caratof 
^ neglects his own concerns. Life is varie* 
" gated with different employments : some 
" betake themselves to the profession of 
** arms ; others to the arts of husbandry ; 
^ no man embraces a particular calling, 
** without having beforehand made an esti* 
^ mate of the profit. Asinius and Messala 
^ have be6n cited : h|ut it was easy for men 
** in their situation, enriched as they were 
** in the civil wars between Augustus and 
** Antony, to forego all further views of 
*^ emolument. It was easy for the Arruntii 
** and the ^serini, the heirs of great and 
^ opulent families, to act with an elevation 
** of mind superior to the profits of the ban 
^' And yet we are not now to loara what 
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^ ^rbfdlgious sQitis PuMnB CAenfiiis tund book 
** Caius Ciirio received as the reward df ww 
^ their elotquence* As td ourselves, we ^'^^ 
^ hlvexiot the adTaiitdges of fortune : in a %^ 
^* thile of ptofound tranquillity, it is but 
*^ jest titirt we sho^d be allowed to live 
** by the Arts of peaoe. The case of 
^ men deSceiided from plebeian families • 
** ilierfts consideratioti. Without the ca^ 
^ iteer of eloquence, they have no way to 
^' emerge from obscurity. Take from mea 
^* the just fruit of their studies, and learn- 
^ 11^ wttl grow to seed/' Tliis reasoaing 
was fat from honourable, but it had wei^t 
with Cittudi«s, He took a middle coufse, 
and fixed the legal perquisite at the sum of 
ten thottsand sesterces. AU who presumed 
to transgress that line were to be deemed 
^ilty of ejttortioflj by law <JOi«pellable to 



yill. Ali0^4 this ttefie Mithridatest 
whpy 4s ^ha* beeft mdnttofted^ swayed the 
$tieptre of Armcftfei, and was brought in 
4Jb&ait}s to the tribunal pf Caligula (a)^ was 
f«feai^ by the direction of Claudius. He 
«t»iwt i[h)tn Rome to take possession of 
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BOOR fiis fciftgdom, relying on the support of hiSr 
u-.^ brother Pharasmailes^ king of Iberia, By 

W. 'advices from that m6narch, it appeared 
that the rarthian state was convulsed b^ 
internal divisions, and, while .the regal dia- 
dem was at stake, a people so distracted 
among themselves would not have leisure 
to engage in foreign wars. Gotarzes had 
seized the throne of Parthia, and spilt a 
deluge of blood. He had murdered his 
own brother Artabanus, with his wife and 
son, and by these and other acts of cru- 
elty, gave his subjects nothing to expecft 
but slaughter and desolatiouw Determin- 
ed to shake off the yoke, the people plan- 
ned a revolution in fav&ur of Bardanes, the 
surviving brother of Gotarzes. This prince 
was by nature formed for enterprise. In 
two days he made a march of no less than 
three thousand furlongs. He took Gotar- 
zes by surprise, attacked him with sudden 
fury, and obliged him to consult his safe- 
ty by flight. He pushed on with ^vi- 
gour to the adjacent provinces, and all, 
except Seleucia (b)^ submitted without 
resistance. The inhabitants of that city 
shut their gates. Fired with indignation 
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against a people, who had offered the same book 
affront to his father/ Bardanes yielded to v-^v-^ 
the impulse of resentment, instead of pur- ^ gS). 
suing the measures ' which prudence die- ^4*7^' 
tated. He staid to amuse himself with the 



siege of a place strong by nature, well for- 
tified, amply provided with stores, and oh 
one side defended by q, rapid river (c). 
Gotarzes, in the mean time, having ob- 
tained succours from the Dahans (d) and 
Hyrcanians, returned with a powerful army 
to renew the war. Bardanes was com- 
pelled to raise the siege of Seleucia. He 
retired to the plains of Bactria, and there 
pitched his camp. 

, IX. While the east was thus thrown 
into convulsions; and the fate of Parthia 
hung on the doubtful event, Mithridates 
seized the opportunity to invade the king- 
dom of Armenia. The Roman legions 
and the Iberians supported the enterprise. 
By the former, all the forts and places of 
strength were levelled to the ground, and 
by the latter, the ppen country was laid 
waste. The Armenians, under the con- 
duct of Demonax^ at that time governor 

TOL'. JII- c 
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nmi €( fh^ cdvtnttfy hAz&tdtd ^ hAiB€, ^oc^- 
»a#^ Iteirig defeated, <rer© bo longer able fd 
'atjci. * make A srtfiiic!. The new settlement hdW-* 
47. * eve*, WtKS for ^rtne timfir * rcitarded by 
€oty& CA)y khtg of the lesser Armenia. A 
pQ,ttf of the nobles hadi declared in hi* 
ftttotir ; but, being intimidated by letter* 
ftGtA QatfdJtis, they abandoned thdf pro^ 
ject. Mithridates fliount*fd the throne of 
Armenia, with more ferocity than became 
a princ6 in the opening of a new reign. 
Mefthwhile, the competitor!* for the Par- 
thian monarchy, in the liiotoent when they 
#ere going to try the issue Of* a dfed^ive 
action, agreed on terms of peate* A am* 
spiracy had been formed against them 
both; hat being detected by GotargJes, 
the two brothers eatoe to an interview. 
The tneeting was at first conducted itifb 
reserve oh bdth sides. After balancitisf 
for soSie time*, they embrticed ; arid, tak-* 
iiig each ether by the hand, bound them- 
selves by an oath befdfe the altar of the 
gods, to join with theit united fotce, in 
order to punish the treachery of their 
enemies^ and, 6n^ equitable terms, to com- 
promise the war. The people declared 
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f&F Bai^i^^. G6t8ffzeBj acooFdingly, re- boob!- 
^t^aeA bfe f*ieteiiisi6BS ; aii<}, to remove ^usr^ 
aft isaose of jealousy, itittidrew to the ie- ^*J2^.^* 
mote$t pMtU of Hyrt^tofei, Bafdanes re- ^i^' 
tomed i« triunapfe; sei*^ Seleucia threw 
open 6eif gates^ after having, during a siege 
of seven years, litood at bay with the whofe 
power of the J^arthian jnonarchy, to the 
disgpafcedf a people, who, in such a length 
of timey #e^e tidable to rddfutee that city to 
st^feyedtiottc 

• ' » 

X. BARDA^ESy without delay, mad^ 
hiliMelf raaste* of the moiSt important pro* 
▼iftcesk. He intended to iiAvade Armenia ; 
b«t Vibius^ Marsu&, the got^ernor of Syria, 
thi^eatenkg to repel him fcy fm^ce, he aban- 
donee^ tb6 project;. Meanwhile, Gotarases 
fetd leiisure to repent of his abdifcatioii. 
The Parthiah nobifity, who in peaceful 
tknei^ a#e always impatiefnt of the yoke of 
skrvfery, infvited him to return. Roused 
by the call of the peo{)fe, he soon collect- 
ed a powerful army. Bai^daWes marched 
to Boeiet lAm as far as the banks of the 
Eriftdtf (a). I'be passagie over the rfver 
#fe*warmjy disputed. After* n>any s4ia*p 
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BOOK engagements, Bardanes prevailed. He 
v^v^ pushed his conquest with uninterrupted 
^'sw.^* success as far as the river Sinden, which 
^l^' flows between the Dahi and the territory 
of the Arians. His career of victory ended 
at that place. Though flushed wifch.Ae 
success of their arms, the Parthians diis- 
liked a war in regions so far remote. , To 
mark, however, the progress of the victo- 
rious troops, and to perpetuate the glory 
of having put under contribution so many 
distant nations, where t^ie Arsacides had 
never penetrated, Bardanes raised a mo- 
nument on the spot, and marched back to 
Parthia, proud of his exploits, moiie op- 
pressive than ever, and, by consequence, 
more detested. A conspiracy was formed 
to cut him off; and accordingly, while the . 
king on a hunting party, void of all sus- 
picion, pursued the pleasures of the chase, \ 
his enemies fell upon him with sudden 
fury. Bardanes, in the prime and vigour 
of his days, expired under repeated blows. 
, The glory of his reign, however short, 
would have eclipsed the few of his prede- 
cessors who enjoyed a length of days, if to 
gain the hearts of his people had been as 
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much his ambition, as it was to rendeir book 

XI 

himself the terror of his enemies. By his v— v-^ 

A TT C* 

death the kingdom was once more thrown goo. ' 
into commotions. The choice of a sue- ^47^* 
cessor divided the whole nation into fac- 
tions. A large party adhered to Gotarzes ; 
others declared for Meherdetes, a descend- 
ant of Phfaates, at that time a hostage in 
the hands of the Romans. The interest of 
Gotarzes proved the strongest; but the 
people, in a short time, weary of his. 
cruelty and wild profusion, sent a. private 
embassy to Rome, requesting that the em- 
peror would be graciously pleased to send 
Meherdetes to fill the throne of his an- 
cestors. 

XI. During the same consulship, in 
the year of Rome eight hundred, the secu- 
lar games were celebrated, after an inter- 
val of sixty-four years since they were last 
solemnized in the reign of Augustus. The 
chronology observed by Augustus differed 
from the system of Claudius : but this is 
not the place for a discussion of that point. 
I have been sufficiently explicit on the 
subject in the history of Domitian faj'^ 
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BOOK w^ lijkewise gays! ^ jes^^ibition pt t|jKe se* 
cujar gaipes, Bek^g #t th/eit Ump PQ^ ^ 



^aoo.^' ^^ cioUege of fifjte^a., ^ad i^vest^d uritk 
^^^' the pigice of {Hra&tor, it 'fell to my prpvppci 
to qe^late tkm ce^emonm* l^ it nf^ k» 
imagkied ik^ ^^ 16 f^i^ from iQptiv^^ of 
yjapijty. The fact js, m spckaiit ,t»Biw tfee 
bi^sioess was coitdiipted updi®^ tlie sp^^^ji 
ifMf^oBS of the qtmdeG^mwfT^ pffde^t 
wh^le the chid* iQagistrate^ of^ei^t^ iB ^^ 
s^eiia) GereiQonj^. Cla^us tboughit pf<Q« 
per jtp rievive tj^s piiblic ^sp^cit^G/. j^ 
attemlqd in the e^sms^ a^d, i^ ^i$ pjr^ 
«ence, the Trojpa game CJbJ wjaj :pei^6bp^ 
by the yQoth of Qpbj^ ibinth. !^jifHidai(Hi^» 
the emperor^s son, and Lucius DoBu^jOf^ 
who by adoption took the name of N/ero, 
and afterwards '^opoeeoted tp jSip empire, 
appieai-ed, w«th <h» r§si of |^§ ^nd^' 
ttKMiiited on &«perfj horgeg. N^isp w»6 ije* 
mveii wit^ aocl^jiaatJLp^? &od t|^94: m^fk 
of popular favoujr w9$ €(m^4efs§^ 4^ ^ 
omen.of bis future graodPMf*. .4 s^ory^ ft* 
that time cuimnt^ gained piedi^ with Ikft 
populace. Nero in has infancy w98 sftid 
to have been guasdod by two ^erpeotis {cjj 
but thk idle tale held too much of ihnt 
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Iwe pf fk^ iaiarv^|ou9 wbidb ii^sl^iigttishes book 
fyjmgji natioi^. The account given b^ ^.0^^ 
the prince himself, who w»s ever unsrilling ^^.^' 
tQ d^TO^^b^ ^pm his own fame, di&red ^^7^' 
£foi9 the cpfnmon report He talked of 
th« piEodig3^, hut ^aced . Im narrative vrith 
#11$ o^rpent qdIj. 

X||. Thje pfejudioe in fevonrof Nero 
roke iiltogi^ther from iJie esteem .in wiii^ 
^ m^mpry cf G^manicua ym» hdd bj ' 
the peof^ 9t large. The only male heir 
ftf ^h»t ^mined <;pmm«nder was n^ur^jr 
a^pbjiQct of ftttention; and .the suffemiga 
9f hi? mojbher Agdppiaft touched cvexy 
lieart wiith fio;np4t«sipn. MeviitUna, it was 
^ell knowzb pursued her with unrelenting 
i]99|i(^: ^e was, even then^^pkuniag her 
rolfi. Her suborned e^ccusers soon framed 
^jhsft of criiR^s J b»jt th^ iBxecutikw of her 
9$h^9A€s wa^t, &r tn t^me, i^uvpended. A 
sew wnouT) little short of phreosy, .oUumed 
fgi^cfi^xkc^ of j9)\ other passions. Cains 
Silius faj was the person /or. whom ahe 
burned with all the vehemence of wild de- 
fine. The gr^[;es of his form and jnanner 
eclipsed jd) the Boman youUi. lliBt she 
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BOOK mightenjoy herfavourite without a rival, she 
wv^ obHged him to repudiatte his wife, Juriia 

A" TT C* ■ ■ - X 

800, " Silana, though descended from illustrious 
^i^' aucestors, SiUus was neither Wind to the 
magnitude l)f the cfime^ fior to the danger 
of not' complying. If he refused, eL wo- 
man scorned would be sute to gratify be* 
revenge; and, on the other hand, there 
was a chance of deceiving the stupidity of 
'Claudius.^ The rewards in view were bright 
aud tempting. He resolved to stiand the 
hazard of future consequences, ' and enjoy 
the present moment. Messalina gave a 
loose to teve. She scorned to save bjh 
.pearances. She repeated her visits, iiot iii 
a pri^vate manner, but >^4th^ all her train. 
In public places she hting eMamdured over 
him; she loaded him with wealth arid ho- 
nours;! and at length, as if the imperial 
dimity j had been already transferred to 
* another hoqiie, the retinue of the prince^ 
his slaves, his freedmen, and the whole! 
splendour of the court; adorned the mari^ 
sion of her favourite. ^ 

XIII. Claudius, in the mean time, 
blind to the conduct of his wife, and little 
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suspectiDg that his bed was dishonouredy book 
gave all his time to the duties of his cen- wv-J 
serial oflSce. He issued an edict to repress ^'gS;.^'* 
the licentiousness of the theatre. A dra- ^4^- 
matic performance had been given to the 
stage by Publius Pomponius (a)^ 2i man 
of consular rank. On that occasion the 
author^ and several women of the first con- 
dition, were treated by the populace with 
insolence and vile scurriUty. This beha- 
viour called for the interposition of the 
prince. To check the rapacity of usurers, 
a law was also passed, prohibiting the loan 
of money to ypung heirs, on the contin- 
gency of their fathers' death. The waters-, 
which have their source on the Simbruine 
hills (h)^ were conveyed in aqueducts to 
Rome. Claudius, at the same time, in- 
vented the form of new letters, and added 
them to the Roman alphabet, awa.re that 
the language of Greece, in its original state^f 
could not boast of perfection, but received, 
at different periods, a variety of improve- 
mrents. . ^ [ 

XIV. The -Egyptians were the first, 
who hiad the ingenuity to express by out- 
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W>ofL ymod signs the ideas passing in the ramd. 

Vsw Under the form ofaiiimakthe^r gave a body 
m.^' aiad a figure to sentiment* Their iaSemgly^ 

^4y^' pfaies wece wrought in jstone) and are to jbe 
seisfn at ttfais day, the most venera;bte moimn 
meoofts of human memory. The invention of 
letters/ a J is also clamted by the iEgy pttans* 
Aecordiag to their jaceount^ the J^hceaBif- 
cians laund legible^ jchaca^ters i^ use 
throii^hoiil; jEgypt, iaed, beiog mtidb.emT 
ployed in navigation , canried them into 
Qreece ; importefs .of the ^art, but not inf 
titled to the ^cxry pf the iti;Lyention. The 
kistory <rf the nc^tter, as 'i^elated by the 
jPhoBfiicistns, is, that Cadmus/ Jivith aflefirt[ 
' fixDm their ycountry, passed into Greece, 
w^d taught the art of writing to a rijde and 
barbarous people. W^ ;^e told by othfirs^ 
that Cecrops the Atibeniian, or Linus the 
The^n, or Palan^edes tiie Argirje, »du> 
{burisheid during th^ Trojan war^ iuYiented 
sixte^i letters {bj: the honour off adding 
to ^ke numbejT) and majking a jcomplete al^ 
phabet, is ascribed to different authoars^ 
and, in particular, to Simonides. In Italy, 
Jllemaratus of Corinth^ and £vander the 
Arcadian, introduced the arts of civiliiceT 
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^pfi :. t^ fopmer timght the pltmr^n/»» ^d pooic . 
t)2e latt^9 the aborigines or natives of the w>>^ 
countrj wjbyere he si^ttled. Ttbe £6m^ of the ^'aop.^* 
JjaJdn letters .wais the ^ame 95 thie c^aract^im ^^^* 
of the anc^^nt Greeks: but the Bop^aa al- 
phabet;, like tk^t of all odjber o^tioea, was 
scanty in the beginxiiog. Id process of 
t^Boe^ ik^ ori^^nal ^bsiae^tip wejre inciosH^^* 
Cl^u4^ iBdded thrae b^w letters, M^M^h^ 
during l^e ^^^inaiudier of his mign, w^^#6« 
€^tm^9 ipjerte4, b^t *fter i»B i4e,atl;i ifell 
into di$i|fae^ i^n ^taUes of bra^s, or svhich 
?f6re vei}^aMe|[} the pr^tmaac^s of tb^ p^o« 
pkfmi ?rfeiph ireipii^ *o thi* day, )&¥kng 
pp «> tjip ^mp]es^ wd t^ ftwuij^ th« 
pMfW of thf t^hree characters i^iajftil)! be 
^aced,. 

Xy. T(9 f^g^JjE^te ih» college of ^ai^gMrf 
V*B tJi? «^fc|;,Q?krp of CJaij4w«. Hp >P€h 
ferred the business to the cons^def^Qn of 
the senate^ observing to that assembly, 
^^ '^at 9n ikQ^ient aoid yenerabla ifs^titu- 
" Hon oi}g)>t BOt to be $uAeFe4» for w^tof 
** due Att094ioi>» to su^lc ii^to oblivi^Ma. {9 
** ^rtie^f^^fi-ng^h tbeeofomon wealth resort 
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BOOK ^* men restored 'the primitive ceremonies of 

^-^v-^ ," religion. By thie nobility of Ethiria the 

'soo, * " science of future events Was esteemed, and 

^4^' "cultivated. The aiiithority of the senate 

** gave additional sanctions, and those niys-i 

" tferies have ever since remained in certain 

•^ families, transmitted from father to son. 

^* In the present decay of all liberal science^ 

** and' the growth of foreign superstition, the 

** sacred mystCTies are neglected, and^ ii^-^ 

** deed, almost extinguished. The eiripirej 

" it is true, enjoys a state of perfect traii-^ 

quillify; but, surely, for that blessing, the 

people should bend in adoration to the 

^ods, not forgetting^ in the calm season 

of peace, those religious rites^ which 

" saved them in the hour of danger.*' A 

decree passed the senate, directing that 

the j)6n tiffs should Revise the whole system, 

and retrench or ratify what> to them should 

seem projper. -/ ' • ' •.- -, .. : 






C . 



XVI. In the course of this year, thie 
Cheruscans applied to Rome for a king to 
reign- tover them; They had been disti-act- 
ed by civil dissensions, and in the wars that 
followed, the flower of their nobility was cut 
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off. Of rbVal descent there was only one book: 

XL 

surviving chief, by name Italicus, and he v— v-^ 

/ A IT 1^ 

at that time resided at Rome. He was th^, 'aoo. * 
son of Flaviiis, the brother of Arminiusj by \/ 
the maternalline, grandson to Caturaer, the 
reigning king of the Cattians. ,He was 
comely in his person, expert in the use of 
arms, and skilled in horsemanship, as well 
after the Roman manner, as the practice of 
the Germans. Claudius supplied him with 
money; appointed guards to escort him; 
and, by seasonable admonitions, endeaA 
voured to inspire him with sentiments 
worthy of the elevation to which he was 
called. He desired him to go forth with 
courage, and ascend the throne of his an- 
cestors with becoming dignity. He told 
him, that being born at Rome, and there 
entertained in freedom, not kept as a pri- 
soner, he was the first, who went clothed 
with the character of a Roman citizen, to 
reign in Germany. The prince was re- 
ceived by his countrymen with demonstra* 
tions t)f joy. A stranger to the dissensions, 
which had for some tinie disturbed the 
public tranquillity, h^ had no party views 
to warp his conduct. The king of a peo- 
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flDOK ple^ not of a faction,, hm gam^d the eiteeite^ 

v«.«v^ of tA\* His piaim resounded in* every 

^800.^ (fiiartef. By e^etckmg the milder quaU^ 

^47?^ ties of temperanvce aiid afiabikMy^ amd, at . 

tiftiefiv giving himself tip to wiiie sw&d gay 

earousais, which amoiig Barbafians are 

esteiesAed natiooar virtues^ be endeaored 

hifiBself ttf all ranks of ffieii. His» fame 

Inched the neighbouriiig states^ atid by 

degiHses 9p^ad all oter Gerniaay. 

, His popularity, however, gav6.anibFagiS 
t<y the di^iaffected. 1?hef same turbolei^t 
spifits, v/ho had before thrown every thing 
ill to confusion, and flourished ki the dis- 
tmctiofBs of their Gauntry, began to view 
the new king with a j^loiis eye. They 
nepreseiited to the adjacent .natioilsy that 
** the rights of Germany, transmitted to 
** them by their* forefathers, were Aow at 
" the last gasp. The grandeur of the Eo- 
" man empire rises on the ruins of public 
liberty. But is the Cheruscan nation at 
so low an ebb, that a native, worthy of 
the supreme authority, canofot be found 
amongst them? Is there no resource leift, 
" but that of electing the son 6f Flavitis, 
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'^ IhAt iptotbkA6m spjr, tfattt trttitof fd Us Ad(!« 

•• couiitty? It fs in taia alleged ift favour k^^^ 

•* <rf^ Italictis, that he h Aepbew to Arini- ^^Si.^^ 

^* mtf*. Were he the Mtt of tba* galkrit ^i^* 

•*^ IfrArricwf ; yet fostei^ed, as he has been, in 

" the arttis^, ^nd in the bosom of Rotne, he 

•* isi by that circutostance, uiiqnalififed to- 

^ reign ih Germany, From A young man, ^ . 

" educated among out enemies, debased 

" by servitude, and infected with foneigii 

" ittanners^ foreign laws, and foreign senti- 

^* iMntB, what have we to expect ? And if 

•* this Rom&n king, this Italicus, inherits 

^* the spirit of his father; let it be remeto-. 

" bered, that Flavins took the field against 

" his kindred and the gods of Germany.' 

** In the whole course of that war, no man 

^* shelved a spirit so determined; no inan 

** acted with such envenomed hostility 

" against the liberties of his country/' 

XVII. By these, and such like incen- 
tives, the malcontents inflamed the ttAttdi 
of the people, and soon collected a nutnet-' 
oti4 army* An equal nuftiber followed the 
4tandtttdof Italietis. "Theit motives,'' they 
sild^^* were jniit ind hottotirable: the youtig 
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BOOK ^* king did not come to usurp the crown ; 
v^v^ " he was invited by the voice of a willing 
^'^.^' " people. His birth was illustrious, and it 
"^7?' " was but fair, to make an experiment of 
"his virtues. He might, perhaps, prove 
"worthy of Arminius, his uncle, and of 
" Catumer, liis grandfather. Even for his 
" father (a), the son had no reason to 
*' blush. If Flavius adhered with fidelity 
" to the cause of Rome, he had bound 
" himself by the obhgation of an oath; and 
" that oath was taken with the consent of 
" the German nations. The sacred name 
" of liberty was used in vain to varnish the 
" guilt of pretended patriots ; a set of men, 
in .their private characters, void of ho- 
nour; in their public conduct, destruc- 
" tive to the community ; an unprincipled 
" and profligate party, who, by fair and 
" honest means having nothing to hope, 
" looked for their private advantage in the 
V disasters of their, country."' To this rea^ 
zoning the multitude assented with shouts 
of applause. The Barbarians came to 
action. After an obstinate engagement, 
victory declared for Italicus. Elate with 
'success, he broke out into acts of cruelty, 
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laod was soon obliged to fly tte country: wmk 
The Langobard3 rW reinstated him in his o^^ 
dominions. From that time, Italictis con*- ^'goo.^* 
tinned to struggle with alternate vibissitudes "^^^^ 
of fortune, in success^no i^sslhan adversity 
the scourge of the Cheruscan nation^ 

XVIII. The Chaucians fa), at thistime 
free from domestic broils, b^ah to turn 
their arms against- their neighbours. The 
death of Sanquinius, who commanded the 
legions in the lower Germany^ furnished 
them with an opportunity to invrfde the 
'Roman proivinces ; atid as Corbulo, who was 
appointed to succeed the dieceased' getierAl, 
was still on his wa3^ they resolved to strike 
their blow before his- arrival. Gann^scus; 
born among the Caninefates, headed the 
enterprise ; a bold adventurer, who had for* 
merly served among the auxiliaries^ in the 
Itombn army. Having deserted afterwards, 
lie provided himself with light-built shal* 
iop$^and followed the life of a roving freer 
bootpr, infesting chiefly the Gallic side lof 
the Rhine fbj\ where he knew the wealth 
and the un warlike genius of the people: 
Corbulo entered the prpvince. In his. first 

VOL? Ill, D 
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jHOOK caakljpaign he laid die ibimdlatien of tih^ 
prodigious hme^ which afterwards raised 
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^800.^* his character to the highest eminence. He 
^4^* cTiARted the stroaDgest gaUeys to Ml dtmjk 
the Rhine, and the small craft, aceardiog 
to their si^e and fitness for the service, to 
enter the asstuaries and the recesses of the 
fiver. The boats and yessds of the aiemy 
urefB snnk or otherwise destroyed. Gan- 
sascus was obliged to save himself by 
Aight 

By these operations Corbulo restoMd 
tmnquillity throughout the province. l%e 
jte^stabUshment of military discipline was 
the next object of his attention. He foand 
ihB le^ns relaxed in sloth, attentive to 
plunder, and active for no other end. In 
order to make a thorough reform, he ga^ 
t)ut in orders, that no man should presume 
$6 quit his post, or venture to attack the 
-enemy, on any pretence, without the com'* 
mand of his superior officer. The soldiers 
at the advanced stations, the sentinels, and 
the whole army, performed every duty^ 
both day and night, completely armed. 
Two of the men, it is said, were put td 
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iejkth^ as m exainple to the test ; one be- book 
f»u«e l^ laboured at .the trendies without .J^ 
his 9Tfprd i a»d the other for being armed ^'^^^ 
ViA a dagger only ; a severity, it must be -^^^* 
iiqkn.QwledgfidjS^ained^oo far, or» perhaps^ 
ip^ tra^ io fatt : byt the ripd system, pe* 
oilier U> COTbulo, mi^t, ^kh some coloitf 
of probabiUty, give riae to the report. It 
flaay, however, he fairly inferred^ that the 
CQta^mander, coneemiiig.whpm a. story hke 
this could gain credit, waS, in mattiers ctf 
moment, firm, decided, and inflexible. 

XIX. By this plan of discipline, Cor- 
bulo struck a generaj terror through the 
army : but that terror had a twofold effect i 
it roused the Romany to a due sense of their 
duty, and repressed the ferocity of the Bar- 
barians. The Frisians faj^ who, ever since 
their succ^s against Lucius Aprouius, 
remained in open or disguised hostility, 
tfaou^t it advisable, after giving hostages 
foriiyeir pacific temper, to accept a terri- 
tory within the limits prescribed by Cor-* 
bulo, and to submit to a mode of govern- ' 
ment, w^iioh he judged proper, coiMiisting . 

D 2 
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BOOK of an assembly in the nature of a senate, n 
body of magistrates, and a new code of 
laws. In order to bridle this people eflfectti- 
ally, he built a fort in the heart of their 
country, and left it strotigly garrisoned. I» 
the mean time, he tried, by his emissaries^ 
to draw over to his interest the leadings 
chiefs of the Chaucian nation. Against 
Gannascus he did not scruple; to act by 
stratagem. In the case of a deserter^ who^ 
had violated all good faith, fraud and cir« 
cumvention did not appear to him ineon-^ 
sistent with th6 dignity of the Roman name- 
Gannascus was cut off. His death in- 
flamed the resentment of the Cbaucians ; 
nor was Corbulo unwilling to provoke a 
war. His conduct^ however, though ap-. 
plauded at Rome by a great number, did^ 
not escape the censure of others. " Why en- 
*? rage the enemy ? If he failed in bis attempt 
*^ the commonwealth must feel the calami* 
ty : if crowned with success, a general of 
high renown, under a torpid and unwar-. 
" like prince, might prove a powerful ands 
*' a dangerous citizen.'^ Claudius had no. 
ambition to extend his dominions in Ger*. 
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many. He ordered the garrisons to be 
witbdmwn, and the whole army to repass 
the Rhine.. - 

XX. CoRBUxo had already marked out 
hk camp m the enemy's country, when the 
emperor's letters came to hand. . The con* 
tents were unexpected. Acrowdof reflec- 
tions occurred to the gpneral; he dreaded 
the displeasure of the prince ; he saw thfe 
legioias exposed to the derision of the Bar- 
iMirians^ and in the opinion of the alJjes his 
own character degraded. He exclaimed 
with some emotion, " Happy the command^ 
'• er^ mho fought forihe old republic r With- 
out a word more, he sounded a retreat; 
And now, to hinder his men from falling 
again into sluggish inactivity, he ordered 
a canal, three and twenty miles in lengthy 
to be carried on between the Meuse and 
the Rhine, as a channel to receive the in-- 
flux of the sea, and hinder the country from 
being laid under water. Claudius, in the 
mean time, allowed him the honour of tri* 
umphal ornaments : he granted the reward 
of military service, but prevented the merit 
of deserving: it. 
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BOOK In a short time aflferwsirds, Curtius Raftii 

XL 

v.*->r^ obtained the same distinction : the senrice 

A IT C 

800. ' of this man was the dis90very of a mine iH 
47. • the country of the Mattiaci (a)j in which 
was opened 5, vein of silver, of little profit, 
and soon exhatfsted. . The labour was se-» 
verely felt by the legions; they were obliged 
to dig a number of sluices, and in subterm^ 
neons cavities to endure fatigues and hard4 
ships, scarce supportable in the open air^ 
Weary of the labour, stnd finding that the 
same rigorous services were extended to 
other provinces, they contrived, with secre- 
, cy^ to dispatch letters to the emperor, pray- 
ing, that, when next he appointed a general, 
he would begin with granting him triumphal 
honours, 

XXI/CuRTius RuFus /«^ according 
to some, was the son of a gladiator* For 
this I do not pretend to vouch. To speak 
of him with malignity is far from my inten-^ 
tion, and to relate the truth is painful. He 
began the world in the train of a quaestor, 
whom he attended into Africa. In that 
station, while, to avoid the intense heat of 
the mid-day sun, he was sitting under a 
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port&co in the city of Adrumetam fbjj the book 
form of a woman, large beyond the pro^ v-^v-^ 
portions of the human shape fcj^ appeared ^W, ' 
b^bre him. A voice, at the same time, ^7^" 
pronounced, " You,Rufus, are the favoured 
•* man, destined to come hereafter into this 
" province with proconsular authority*" 
Inspired by the vision, he set out for Rome^ 
where, by the interest of his friends, and his 
own intriguing genius, he first obtained the 
qttiBBstorshipu In a lihort time after, he aspir* 
ed to the dignity of prsetor; and, though 
opposed by competitors of distinguished 
rank, he succeeded by the suffrage of Ti* 
berius. That emperor, to throw a v«l over 
the mean extraction of his favourite can- 
didate, shrewdly said," Curthis Rufm seem$ 
^ to be a man sprung from himself He 
lived to an advanced old age, growing 
grey in the base arts of servile adulation, to 
his superiors a fawning sycophant, to all he^ 
neath him proud and arrogant, and with 
his equals surly, rude, and impracticable. 
At a late period of his life, he obtained 
the consular and triumphal ornaments, 
and finally, to verify the prediction, went 
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BOOK procoiiaul into Africa, where hefinwbed 
wv^ hiadays. ! 

800. ♦ 

^47?* . XXII. About this time Cneiui Novius, 
h inanof equestrian lank, wa^ 3^55ed in the 
circle at the emperor's court, with a dagger 
Concealed under his robe: his^ motives wer^ 
unknown at the time, and never since disr 
covered. When he lay stretched on the 
rack, he avowed his own desperate purpose^ 
but, touching his accomplices,- not a sylla* 
ble could be extorted from him* Whether 
his silenpe was wilful obstinacy, or. pro- 

^ ceeded from his having no secret td disco* 
ver, remains uncertain. During the sam^ 
conj^ulship, Publius Dolabella proposed a 
new.r^ttlation, requiring that a public 
spectacle of gladiators should be exhibited 
annually, at the expence of such as obtain* 
ed the office of qua&stor. In the early ages 
of the commonwealth, that magistracy was 
considered as the reward of virtue. The 
honours of the state lay open to every citi* 
zen who relied on his fair endeavours, and 
. the integrity^ of his character. The difler- 
ence of age (a) created no incapacity^ 
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Hen, in the prime of l)fe, might be chosen book 
consuls and dictators. The office of quae- ^^-^r^ 
stor was instituted during the monarchy, as eoo. 
appears from the law Curiata (bj^ which 47. ' 
was aftAwards put in force by Lucius Ju- 
nius Brutus, The right of election was 
vested in the consuls, till, at last, it centred 
in the people at large ; and, accordingly, we 
find tjhat about sixty-three years after the 
expulsion of the Tarquins, Valerius Potitus 
and jEmilius Mamercus were the first po- 
pular quaestors, created to attend the armies 
of the republic. The multiplicity of affaira 
increasing at Rome, two were added to act 
in a .civil capacity. In process of tipie, 
when all Italy was reduced to subjection, 
and foreign provinces augmented the pub- 
lic revenue^ the number of quaestors was ' 
doubled. Sylla created ttventy : he had ^ 

transferred all judicial authority to the se- 
nate ; and to fill that order with its proper 
ccHnplement was the. object of his policyv 
The Roman knights, it is true, recovered 
their ancient jurisdiction ; but even during 
those convulsions, and from that aera to the 
time we are speaking of, the quaestorship 
was either obtained by the merit and dig- 
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BOOK ility 0f the caiididates, or gmnted by the 
v.^v-^ iaVOttr and free will of the people. It Ws 
^'soo.^* reserred for Dolabella to make the election 
\^- venal. 

A.u.c. XXIIL AuLUs ViTELLius and Lucius^ 

801. 

A. D. Vipsanius were the next consuls. The mode 
of filling the vacancies in the senate became 
the subject of debd,te. The nobility of that 
part of Gaul styled Gallia Com at a (a) 
had for some tiine enjoyed the privilege of 
Rottian citizens: on this occasion they 
claimed a right to the magistracy and all 
eivil honours^ The demand became the 
topic of public discussion, and in the 
prince's cabinet met with a strong opposi^ 
tion. It was there contended, " That Italy 
" was not so barren of men, but ^e could 
" well supply the capital with fit and able 
*• senators. In former times, the munici-^ 
•^ pal towns and provinces were content to 
. " be governed by their own native citizens. 
" That system was long established^ apd 
** there was no reason to condemn the 
** practice of the old republic. The histwy 
" of that period presents a school of vir- 
,tile. It is there that the models of true 
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^ glorj are to be found ; those modefe that boo« 
^ formed the Romdn genhis, sind ^tfil ex- 
♦* cite the emulation of posterity.- Is It toot 
^* enough that the Venetians and Insubrians 
** (b) have forc^ their way into the senate? 
*^ Are we to see a deluge of ftn-eigtters 
*• poured in upon u«, a$ if the city W^W 
^ takeh by stoi'm? What hofidtit& and whdt 
** titles <^f distinction will, in that case; re- 
^' main for the ahtieftt nobility, the true 
^* genuine stock of the I(ottyaft eiij^ire ? 
** And. for the indigent sfeflitor of I>atiUm 
** what means will then be leffc to advance 
" his fortune, and support his tank ? All 
" posts of hohbur will be the property of 
" wealthy intrudeft ; a race of men, whose 
^* ancestors wslged war agfeinst the Very 
** being of the republic j with fire and sword 
" destroyed^ her armies ; and finally laid 
" siege to Julius Caesar in the city of Alesia 
** (c). But these are modem instances : 
^* what shall be iaid of the Barbarians, 
** who laid the wfeills of Rome in ashes, and 
" dared to besiege the capitol and the tern- 
" pie of Jupiter ? Let the present claimants, 
** if it must be so, fenjoy the titular dignity 
^^ of Roman citizens : but let the senatoiian 
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" be preserved unmis^d, untainted, and* 



^801. ' " inviolate. 
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^XXIV, Tf{ESE arguments made no ixn- 
pressixm on thp mind of Claudius : he re^ 
plied on the spot, and afterwardis in the 
senate delivered himself to th» effect ((ijt 
**To decide the question 'now dependmg; 
*^ ihe .annals of {tome, afford a prfcedent ; 
an^n^ precedent rf gjeattx cogency, as 
it happened to the ancesttors of my owft 
family. Attus Clausud, by birth a Sa-^ 
**bine, from whom I derive ;my pedigree; 
*• was admitted, on one and th6 same day,* 
" to the freedom of Rome, and the patri* 
" qian rank. Can I do better than advpt 
" that rule of ancient wisdom ? It is for 
" the interest of the common\tcalth, that 
^^ jnerit, wherever found, should ,be trans* 
*^ planted to Rome, and made our own. 
** Need I observe that to Alba we are in* 
^ debted for the Julii, to Camerium for the 
" Corruncani, and to Tusculum for the 
" Pprtii? Without searching the records of 
"antiquity, we know th^t the nobles of 
V. Etruria, of Lucaois^, and, in short, of 
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" all Italy, have been incorporated with book 
*^ the Roman senate. The Alps, in the v-^v-^ 
** course of time, werfe )nade the bouiida* ^gou^* 
"lies of the city : and bj that extension ^43^' 
** of our privileges, not simple individuals, 
** but whole nations, were naturalized at 
** once, and blended with the Roman 
*' name. In a period of profound pe^ce, 
** the people beyond the Po were admitted, 
** to their freedom. Under colour of plant- 
"** ing 4X>lonies, we spread our legions over 
** the face of the globe; and, by drawing 
" into our civil union the flower of the se- 
" veral provinces, we recruited the strength 
"of the mother-country. The Balbi came 
" frdm Spain, and others of equal emi- 
" n^iice from the Narbon Gaul : of that 
'* accession to our numbers have we rea- 
" son to repent? Thedfescendants of those 
" illustrious families are still in being; and 
"can Rdli^ boast of bej:ter citizens? 
" Where do we see more generous ardour 
" to promote her interest? 

"The Spartans and the Athenians, with- 
*^ (Hit all question, acquired great renown 
" n arms :. tp what shall we attribute their 
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BOOK ^^ decliae and total ruih? to what, but 

^;^^ ^^ the injudlcioas policy of conaidering the 

^m!^' ** vanquished a^ aliens to theiir eauntry^ 

A.^. **The conduct of Romulus, the .founder, 

of Eome, wjas the very reverse: with 

wisdom equal to his vaJour, he made 

** Jthose fcUow*citi«ens at n%ht, who, in the 

^^ morning, were his enemies in the field* 

** Even foreign kings have reigned at Rome. 

*" To raise the descendants of freedmen to 

" the honours of the state, is riot, as some 

^ - imagine, a modern innovation : it was 

" the practice of the old republic. But 

" the Senones waged war against us: and 

^* were the Volscian^ and the .^Eiqui always 

•^ our friends? The Gauls, we are told; 

*' well nigh overturned the capitol : and 

"did not the Tuscans oblige us to deliver 

*♦ hostages ? Did not the Samnites com- 

" pel a Roman army to pass under the 

" yoke (b)? Review the wars that Rome 

^* had upon h^ hands, and that with the 

" Gauls will be ^und the shortest. Pram 

" that time, a lasting and an honourable 

•* peace prevailed. Let. Uieift now, intfer- 

" mixed with the Roman people, lUilited 

" by ties of aflSnity, by apts, and conge-' 
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^ nkl maiineTSy be oae people with ua. book 
^ Let them biiifg their wealth to fiome, wv-^ 
^ lather than hoard it up for their own ^'J^i,^* 
*' separate use. The institutions of o»r "^J^ 
'' ancestors^ which we so much and so 
^^ justly revere at present, were, at one * 
^ time, a noyelty in tbe-constitutixxi. The 
" i»agistrates were, at first, patricians only; 
^ the plebeians opened their way to ho- 
^ Bours ; and the Latins, in a short time, 
** followed their exan>ple. In good time 
^ we embrac^ all Italy. The measure 
. ^ which I now defend by examples will, at , 
^^ a future day, be anothfer precedent. It . 
*^ is now a new regulation: in time k will 
^* be history/^ 

XXV, This speech was followed bj 
a decree, in consec^uence of which the 
j^Bduans, by way of distinction^ wwe, in 
the first instance, declared capable of ft 
neat in the senate. Of .all the Gauls, thej 
alone were styled the birethren of the Ro- 
man people, and by their. strict £delity 
deserved the honour conferred upon them. 
About the same time, ^Claudius enrolled in 
^ patrician order such of the ancient 
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illustrious birth, and the merit of their an* 
cestors. The line of those families, which 
were styled by Romulus the first class 
OF NOBILITY, and by Brutus the se-^ 
COND, was almost extinct. Even those of 
more recent date, created in the time of 
Julius^ Caesar by the Cassian law, and, 
under Augustus, by the Senian (a) ^ were 
well nigh exhausted. This new distribu^ 
tion of honours was agreeable to the peo- 
ple, and this part of his censorial ' office 
Claudius performed with alacrity. A more 
difficult business still remained./ • Some of 
the s^enators had brought dishonour on 
their names; and to expel liiem, according 
to the severity of ancient usage, was a 
painful task« He chose a milder method. 
**' Let each man,'' he said, " review his 
?" own life and manners; and, if he sees 
^ reason, let him apply foF leave to erase 
^♦his name. ' Permission will of course be. 
"granted. The list which he intended to 
^ make would contain, without distinction, 
"those wiu) retired of their own motioih 
** and also such as deserved to be' ex pelted. 
". By that method,: the disgmce of being 
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^ ^^;ra£l6d^feoald be avoided, or, at l^st> book 



*'^ albi^kted: 



v 
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Fii6r/t|ie8e ^ever^ adt%f Vipsimiiis the 
cDAsiil; mbvai that th^ empeix)! shouJid 

b^ ^tffhd'TKI^ FA7HEE Ot THB $£«ATB. 

Tbe fcidtk, he saad, iof tathsr of lis 
eounT-ky; irould t^ife no more than c^oar 
iiil>a;;;bpt;p&(t|di^a£ bierK peqxuired E new 
difitiEusliOii. Iliis stroke <9f flatter]^ gave 
4jb^if*<: tQ» (GlaxidiiiB. He thtcefora oieer^ 
niliad the motjoB. He then eL(»ed the 
jofttre of fiViO y»ai!s, and lUJiide « esuryey 
af the pfeopte. Hie ftumber of eitkens 
jwionnted ncayrljlOj^ixaiiiUioQa /^i^>. Froiii 
thiB t^ae >tilie emperor no longer remajiaed 
un fitup&d ifiaeiisiUlity^ bljbdd to the eon- 
ihict of his Wife. Hie was soon reduced 
to iiie ikeeeseky of heaisLog and puiusbing 
fife enowBjjty .of bar g«Ut ; bijiit; -ths »Qt by 
ifhich 4*9 yi»dic»il»d bis Q»rn ho^ourv g|ive 
i«fl» j9» oppdjrtmjtjlgr *9 jp#lly it by «ii w^es- 

XXVLMMa^ALifis b»d bAtJbrto la^ad 
«r oaadir a «oippIiftnQQ with bar vidous 
pSfSsipaASf^lbat ^shmp de%^t w^ grown 

vol. Ill* e' 
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BOOK insipid* To give a zest to pleaiume^ she 
had recourse to modes of gratificaiioa un^ 
tried before. Silius, at the same time^ in- 
toxicated with success^ or, perliaps, think* 
ing that the magnitude of his danger was 
to be encountered with equal courage^ 
m£le a proposal altogether new and dar- 
ing* " They were not/' he said, " in a si- 
tuation to wait, with patience, for the 
death of the prince. Prudence and cau*- 
tious measures were for the innocent only% 
" In- cases of flagrant guilt, a.bold efibrt of 
*' courage was the only remedy. If they 
" undertook with spirit, their Saccomplicea^ 
" apprised of their situation, would, be 
>* ready to hazard all that was dear to them. 
'* As to himself^ he was divorced from hi^ 
" wife; he was a single. man; he had nd 
" children ; he was willing to nmrry Mes* 
^^ salina, and adopt Britannicus for his 
*' son. After the nuptial ceremony, the 
" power .which Messalina then enjoyed 
" would still continue in her hands, unim<<^ 
" paired, and undiminished. ,To insure 
" their mutual safety, nothing reQimned 
"but to circumvent a superannuated eni« 
*^ peror, when unprovoked, stupid ; but 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 




OF TAcrrua 51 

** when roused from his lethargy, sudden, book 
" furious, and vindictive/' The proposi^ 
tipn was not relished by Messalina. Mo-» 
lives of conjugal affection had no influence 
cwft- her conduct; but she beheld her lover 
with a jealous eye* Raised to imperial 
dignity, he might despise an adulteress^ V 
and their guilty joys. Their mutual plea-* 
sures, endeared at present by the magni^v 
tude of the crime and the danger, might, . 
in the day of jsecurity, appear in their na-^ 
tive colours, and pall the sated appetite. 
Themarriage, notwithstanding, had charms 
that pleased her fancy. It w^ a further 
step in guilt and infamy; and infamy, 
when beyond all measure great, is the last; 
incentive of an q.bandoned mind. She 
closed with the offer made by Silius, but 
deferred the carrying of it into execution, 
till the emperor went to Ostia to assist at a 
sacrifice. During his absence, the nuptial 
ceremony was performed with pomp, and 
all the accustomed rites. 

XXyil. The feict which I have stated, 
it must be acknowledged, carries with it an 
air of fable. That such a degree of self- 

E St 
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ca-y^ thing is known and discussed io pubtd, 
^•"•^* sitould Mifatttate tbe wind 6f any piefton 



^; Whtttef et, will hardly gain credit with po** 
lerity. Much less will it be believed, th«t 
& cbtisiil ^ect»atid the wife of an en&p^r. 
Oft a day appt^nted, in the presence of wiA* 
ftessesdiiiystimmotied, should dare to ineet 
the puHiC eyie, and aagn a contract wittl 
express pioviwotis for the issue of an un* 
tawfhl mattiage. It wM be a drcamstsance 
stffl mote iwcredftjle, that the eihpmw 
^uW hear ttie tttamage <;ereinony pro* 
ftonticed byrtlie augor, and, m her ttmii 
repeat the -words ; llhat she -shouM j6in in a 
sacrEfite to the gods; taire her place at the' 
nuptial banquet^ tsxthange caresses and 
itatitual etideatmente with the bridegroom, 
and tefffe irMi ttm to the cohsununatioH 
df connubia! joys. The whole must ap- 
pear Tomanlic; but to aj»use^ith fidiion 
is wot ttie iesrgft of this wtjrfc. The fects 
here related are well attested by writers of 
that period, and by grave arid elderly men. 
Who ftved 18ft the tone, and were informed 
of trvejry circrtnustaiice. 
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XXVIII. The prince's family wa» thrown «op«i . 
mto coasteroation* The favourites who v-y-v 
atood high in power were alaroied for than- \qu ^ 
selves. Full of apprehensions, and dread^^ ^i^ 
uig a sudden change, thay disclosed their 
9kiods» not in secret murnmrs, but openly, 
and in terms of indignation. " While a 
** stage-player (a) enjoyed the embraces of ' 
*^ Messalina, the emperor's bed was di«« 
^^ hoQo^redy but the state was not in dan-» 
" ger. At present, what had they not to , 
** fear from a young man of the first nobi- 
" lity, endowed with talents and with vi- 
" gour of mind, in his person graceful, and, 
" at that very time, designed for the con* 
" i^alship? Silius was preparing to open a 
*^ new scene. The solemn farce of a mar« 
" riage has be^n performed, and the ca^ 
^* tastrophe, with which they intend to con^ 
^^ elude the piece, may be easily foreseen/' 
Their fears were still increased, when they 
ecMisidered the stupidity of Claudius, and 
the ascendant which the empress had ob- 
tained over him, to such a degree, that the 
beat blood in Rome had been spilt to gra- 
tify her insatiate vengeance. On the other 
hand, the imbecility of Claudius gave them 
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BOOK hopes of success. If they could once im- 
press that torpid mind with an idea of Mes- 
' sahna's wickedness, she might be con^- 
demned unheard, and, by the sudden vio* 
lence of the emperor, hurried away ta 
execution. The only danger was, that she 
might gain an audience. Her defence 
might satisfy the emperor; and, even if she 
confessed her guilt, he might remain deaf 
to the truth, insensible of disgrace, weak, 
stupid, and uxorious. 

XXIX. Callistus (a), who, as al- 
ready mentioned, was a principal actor in 
the catastrophe of Caligula, held a meet- 
ing with Narcissus, the chief adviser of the 
murder of Appius, and with Pallas, the 
reigning favourite at the court of Claudius. 
Their first idea was, to address themselves 
at once to Messalina, and, without alluding 
to her other enormous practices, endeavour 
to break the >connection between her and 
Silius. This plan was soon deserted. The 
danger of provoking the haughty spirit of 
Messalina operated on the fears of Pallas. 
Callistus knew his own interest too well : a 
politician formed by the maxims of the pre-* 
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ceding reign, he was not then to learn that book 
power at court is preserved by tame com- s--v^ 
pliance, not by honest counsels. Narcis- ^'sm.^* 
sus was left to act from his own judgement. ^^^' 
To ruia Messalina was his fixed resolution; 
but the blow, he knew, must be struck be* 
fore she could see the hand that aimed it. 
He laid his train with the deepest secrecy, 
Claudius continued loitering away the time 
at Ostia. Callistus employed the interval 
to the best advantage. He engaged in his 
plot two famous courtesans, at that time 
high in favour with the emperor- He al- 
lured them by presents and liberal pro- 
mises. He convinced them both, that by 
the ruin of Messalina they might rise to 
power and influence. He represented their 
interest in the strongest colours, and, by 
those incentives, induced them to prefer 
an accusation against the empress. 

XXX. The plot being settled, -one of 
the concubine? (by name Calpumia) ob* 
tained a private intervkw with Claudius. 
Throwing herself at the emperor's feet, she ' 
told him that Messalina had dishonoured 
him by a marriage with Silius. Cleopatra, 
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XI. 

hand to confirm the story. Beiilg asked 
by the accuser whether she did iiqt Jaiair 
the truth of the charge^ htr ?te4tftaboy.con« 
firmed the whole. Nardatos was imvBtk^ 
diately summoned to the eraper6r's: jjre-i 
sence* He began with an hdrfifale ajiologjT 
for the remissness of hfe conduct.- M He 
^* had been silent as to Vecthis andiPlau?^ 
<* tins, whose criminal intriguds wfrteUdo 
♦* tv^ll known. Even in tliat vefy iiM3i6fent 
'? it wfe& not his intention tourgd the tritne 
*• of adultery : nor would he desire n3sdtii4 
*^ tipii of the palace, the household train^ 
^> and the splefldouts of the imperial l«ju$6i 
^* Let Silius eiyoy them all; but let hittl 
•* usitorfe the emperor's wife, and give up 
^ hiA m&rriage^contract to bedeqlamd null 
V and void. You are divorced, Cmsar, at 
" this m&meftt divorcJfed^ fit&d are you ig* 
" norant of it ? The people saw the mar- 
♦^ rittgfc-ce^MlOnyj the b^natfe beheld it, 
^^ anij the soldiers kfieit it. Aet wiih tti 
^ gorat j tak8 ft d0fcisiV€ fetejH Of the ftdill* 
•* temt is iM8t€r of Some/ 

.XXXL CiiAVDiiJs called a coundi of 
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laafnends. Tunrd&iu^, the superintend'ant book 
of the public stores, and Lucdus Geta» the 



eommander of the preetorian bands» ac- ^'^if' 
knowledged the whole of her flagitious con- *^* 
duct; The rest of the courtiers crowded 
rcnind the prince, with importunity urging 
Uim to go forth to the camp, axid secure 
the preetorian guards. His own personal 
safety wae the first con^deration« Via* 
dictive measures might follow in good ^tinM. 
The alarm wait too much for the facmltiet 
of so weak a man as Claudius. He stood 
in stup4d omkiQment. He asked several 
times, Am I emperor ? Is SiHus still a pri'- 
Tate man? 

Me^salina, in the mean time, passed the 
houfs in gay festivity, all on the wing of 
pleasure and enjoyment. It was then the 
latter end of autumn: in honour of the sea* 
son, an interlude, representing the vintage, 
was ^iitt)ited by her order at the palace. 
Tim wi&e^presses were set to work; tlwt 
juice pressed from the grape flowed in co* 
pioiM steams, and round the vats a band 
of women« dressed after the Bacchanalian 
fashion, wM liie skins of tigers, daniped in 
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BOOK frolic ineasui'esj, .with the vfM transp<»i 
usual at the rites of Bacchus. In the 



^8?K^ inidst of the revellers Messalina displayed 
^^' the graces of her person, her hair flowing 
With artful negligence, and ^thyrsus waving 
in her hand* Silius fluttered at her side ; 
bis temples crowned with wreaths of ivy; 
Jm legs adorned with buskins, and his 
head, with languishing airs, moving in utii*^ 
son with the music, while a chorus circled 
lound the happy pair, with dance, and 
song, and lascivious gesture, animating the 
Icene* There is a current tradition, that 
Vectius Valens in a fit of ecstasy climbed 
up among the branches of a tree, and being 
asked what he saw, made answer, ^' I see 
. ♦^ a dreadful storm gathering at Ostia/* 
Whether the sky was then overcast, or the 
expression fell by chance, it proved in the 
fend a true prediction. 

. XXXII. Meanwhile, it became pub- 
licly known at Rome, not by vague report, 
but by sure intelligence brought by special 
messenger!^, that Claudius, fully apprised of 
all that passed, was. on his way, determined 
^ to do justice on the guilty • Messalin* with- 
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drew to the gardens of Luculhis. Silius^^n* fiOQK 
deavouring under an air of gaiety lo hide wy-^ 
his fears, went towards the forum, as if he 'soi, 
had business to transact. The rest of the 4a, 
party fled with precipitation. . The ceatu- 
riohs pursued them. . Several were seized 
in the streets, or in their lurking-places^ 
and loaded with fetters. In this reverse of 
fortune^ Messalina had no time for delibei^ar 
tion. She resolved to meet the emperor 
i)n his way^, and, in a personal interview, to 
try that power over his affections which had 
so often served her on former occasions. In 
order to exite compassion, she ordered her 
children, Octavia and Britannicus, to flj 
to the embraces of their father. She prcr 
vailed on Vibidia, the eldest of the vestal 
vir^ns, to address the eniperor as the sove- 
reign pontiff, and wring from him, by the 
force of prayers, a pardon for his wife. She 
herself traversed the city on foot, with only 
three attendants. Such, in the moment o^ 
adversity, was the solitude in which she was 
left. She mounted into a tumbrel, usually 
employed to carry ofl* the refuse of the city- 
gardens, and in that vehicle proceeded on 
her way to Ostia. From the spectators not 
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BOOK a groan was faduxi ; no sign of pity wnn net^^ 
o^v-J The eriormity of her guilt suppressed eviery 
^'goi. ' kin<i emotion of the heart. 

A.I>. 

.«. 

XXXIII. Claudius, in the nij^tn time, 

was thrown into violent agitations. Doubt 
and fear distracted him. He had no rdit- 
ance on Geta, who' commanded the prass- 
torian guards; a man at all times fiuetuat* 
ing between godd and evil, and ready for 
any mischief. Narcissus, seconded by his 
friends and associates, spoke his mind ia 
terms plain and direct. He told the em- 
peror that all was lost, if the command of 
the camp were not, for that day, vested in 
one of his freedmen. He ofiered himself 
for that important office; and lest Claudius 
on the road to Rome should be inducied^ 
by the influence of Lucius Vitellius and 
Publitis Largus Caecina, to alter his resolu- 
tion, he desired to be conveyed in the same 
carriage with the prince. He mounted the 
vehicle, and took his place without further 
ceremony. 

XXXIV. Claudius, as he proceeded 
towards the city, felt himself distracted by 
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CMttendmg passions* He inveighed against book 
fS^ infe ; he softened into tenderness, and 



fcK fcrMs children. During aH thatagi- ^eS*.^' 
tf^ion of mind, Vitellitfs, we are toTd, eon- 4$. 
Ifentfed himself vnth saying, *^ The vile ini- 
"quity! The infemoas crime!* Nardssns 
pressed him to be more expHcit ; but his 
answers were in the oracular style, dark, 
attibiguous, and liable to be interpreted 
l^atious ways. Caecina followed his ex- 
ample, it was not long before Messafina 
appeared in sight. Her supplications were 
loud land Tehement. " Hear your un- 
•* h&ppy wife,* she said, ** hear the mother 
^ of Octavia and Britannicus.^ To prevent 
any impression of tenderness, the accuser 
raised his voice : he talked of Silius, and 
ttie wickedness of the marriagfe ; he pro* 
duced amemorial, containing a full account 
of the whole proceeding, and, to draw the 
femperoT^s eyes from MessaKna, gave him 
ihfe pipers to read . As they entered Rome, 
Octavia and iBritannicus presented them- 
selves before the prince ; but, by order of 
Ifarfcissus, they were both removed. Vi- 
bidik claimed to be heard ; in a pjrthetic 
tone ^xe remonstrated, that to condemn his 
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900K wife unheard, would be unjust, and shocks 

wv^ ing to humanity. She received for aiaswer; 

9QU ' that Messalina would have her opportunity 

^4^ to make her defence ; in the mean time^ 

it became a vestaK virgin to retire to the 

functions of her sacred office. 



XXXV. Thje silence of Claudius, during 
the whole, of this scene, was beheld with 
astoni^hiifient. Vitellius looked aghast, af-* 
fecting to understand nothing. AH direcv 
tionswerie given by the freedman. He 
ordered the adulterer's house to be thrown 
open,, and proceeded thither with the enw 
peror. . He shewed him in the vestibule 
the statue of Silius the father, which the 
senate had ordered to be destroyed; he 
pointed tothespjelidid ornaments, formerly 
the property of the Neros^and the Drusi, 
now in the possession pf the adulterer; the 
reward of his profligacy. Claudius was 
fired with indignation. Before he had time 
to cool,* and while, with violent menaces, 
he was. denouncing vengeance. Narcissus 
took advantage of the moment, and con-» 
ducted . hjm to the camp. The soldiers 
were assembled in a body to receive him* 
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Claiidius, by the advice of his ministers, book 
cLdit€ted a ^hort Imrangue. Oa the sub- wv^ 
ject.c^ bis disgiface it was impossible to %Yu^ 
expatiate ; shame Suppressed' hi« Toice. ^^ 
^he camp* resounded with nlge and cla- 
mour* Thte soldiers called aloud for the 
bames of the guilty, threatening immediate 
j^engeance^ • Silius was brought before the 
4aribungiaL He fittcmpted no defence; he 
tasked ibdfino delay i instant death was all 
tc desired^ Several Homah knights follow- 
-ed his example, with equal firmness wishing 
to end their misery. In the number were 
Titius Proculus, whom Silius had appointed 
^o guard Messalina ; Vectius Valens, wh6 
confessed bis guilt, and offered to give eti- ^ 
dence against others ; Pompeius Urbicus, 
and Saufellus Trogus : by the emperor's 
order they were hurried to instant execu- 
tion. The same fate attended Decius Cal- 
purnianus, praefect of the night-watch ; 
Sulpiciiis Rufus, director of the public 
games ; and Juncus Yirgilianus, a member 
of the senate. ^ 

XXXVI. Mn£st£r was the only per- 
son/ in whose favour Claudius was held in 
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BOOK Mspenie. This mavt in agmny, tWie Jbiii 
^.....v^ g&nxWts^ and ^ Behold,"" he said, ^^ bdbiedd 
A^JLT. a ^ ^ j^^y acainad widi stripm. fieniember 
^^' ^ your dwik wofds, Caesar, Ae «r43fd0, ia 
^^whkhjtm gafre roe 8(trict dineictions to 
^^ DbejT llie will atid pkasuire of Messa&nu 
-*• The nast 9dxd for Iheif rewatti 5 .they had 
^' bright <0bjecit» id ¥i©iv. If I lwf&.i«mAf 
^ I ecned fclnxwi^ oe«j)si»ty^ not' fegruhih 
f ^ dination. Had Silius seiiaed (tkSi rdins ^ 
-^ goviemiiient, I siboJiild hmm hehu ihfifini; 
'^^ Tictim to his fiiiry r" Ck^diiisf iue^itatddi; 
touched with iconxpassiQn^ lie «imk: on the 
tpbmt of granting the wretGh Im pardon : 
biit after exeeutng $o ^abaixty p&tjxa^ jjf 
iHustriQus rank, his jfeeedttien toid^UsEi^ that 
.the life of a miiistrel iras lai no nalu^c 
whtibber the mafi^bfiendod froniikiclinatiaB, 
-<Mr isaMQpidikn, was inot ft^oith a UKkmeffiUkiS 
pUisei: 1ms case di^servied no fes^ouh -He 
deftnce made by Trauius Montaniis^ a 
ftoinaan ^knight, availed htm fnothihgw Uk 
tk^fniflae pf yfOuth, of ingenmoue manneis, 
and an elegant %ure, he had the jmsfonbune 
to be distinguished by Messalina. She in* 
Tked iMn to ker bed, land, after ojoe flight, 
dismjased him IkiHnlhfff aeiriGe. SuchfiraB 
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the caprice that ruled all her passions : she book 
loved with furjr, and was soon disgusted. 
A pardon was granted to SuilliuS Csesoninus 
and Plautius Lateranus : the Jast, in con- 
sideration :of the great merit of his uncle (a)^ 
was ss^y^d frorn exeoutiorn. CabsOninus was 
protected by hfe vices. , In that lewd 
society, with whom he bad been lately 
connected,, he had been obliged to suflfer 
unnatural , indignities ; and that disgrace 
was deemed sufficient- puklishmenL , 

XXXVII. Messalina remaini^d^ dur- 
ing this whole time^ in the gardens of .Ln*- 
cuUus. She still entertained hopes of pro- 
longing her days. She btgan to write to 
the emperor in a style of supplication ; her 
passions shifted, and she spoke the lan^ 
guage of reproach : even in ruin; her pride- 
was not abated. If N^Mrcissus had not 
hastened the execution, there is no doubt 
but the blow, aimed at her, would have 
recoHed upon hinjself. Claudius, as soon 
as he returned to his palace/ placed him-, 
self at his convivial table* Being refreshed, 
and in a short time warm with wine> he 
gave orders that a, messenger should ;be 

VOL. III. F 
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fiook '^ent to tell the unhappy womtn (thote 
trcre his words), that on the next day 



MiP' <>he should be jbdmitted to make her de- 
*4^' fence. Narcissus took the alarm: he saw 
the resentments of his master db^dng £itst 
away, and his former fondness flowing in 
upon him. Delay was big with dangiv. 
The night, then coming on apace, might 
produce a change of sentiment j and bis 
rery bed-chamber, the scene of all his bap<>. 
piness, might mdt him into tenderness and 
conjugal affection. Filled with these ap- 
piehensions, the fneedman rushed out of 
ihebanqueting-rooro, and, in the emperor's 
name, gave orders to the centurions, and 
the tribune on duty, to do immediate exe^ 
cutkrtf on Messttlina, Evodus, one of the 
freedmen, was sent tO; superintend the e*©- 
eiftton. Thid man made the best of his 
way to the gardens. He fdnnd the ©aprtss 
•tretched on the ground, and Lepida, hut 
mother, sitting by her. While Messalioft 
Aourislied in prosperity, the mother kept 
no terms with ber daughter. In her present 
distress, she felt the regret and anguish of 
M parent. " Death " she told the unhappy 
criminal, '* was h^ only r^lUge. To lioger 
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^'f<^ the «tiyB«f »f the 6«e<MtiroBl»' #<fe §^ 

♦'.'wAb weh ilie.wttBih the ittse ttdti dks f^^f/^- 

*^ WitH dignity ItUd H l^(^ihg ^flimi* Bit 
tt tt »iiiil^ )H^ that l>f M€{tdM})ii&,: ilipli#«d 
1^ ncimt)^ p&ssicmi^ «t«ry virtus ^6s &^ 
iM^iih^'. ' Bht sunk VtMer ^f IkiHiieti^^) 
^fwh^ldied #ith gHef; di^^ltr^d ih t^tS^ 
mA littertiag vttifi i^&iplatfit^i Whfih t^ 

^s^xfted Bi»i$^}f ifa Siitleli §il6)lcSr £V^ 
au^j ttt« ffg^niHit, diidhftfpd SLtmiM M 

«frt servile s^Wt. 

XXXVlil. M«is*fe{Nil VaS n&??j ft» 

^ 8SW iHai all Was IdHi ^ f^c^if^ & 

hut ^mm,^'^ pmt^ u io Ref m^m, 

ymse 4Ufiktimd im gt d^^ Mom Hef 
fl§yy Wis leR W be dlllfbiigd <yF ][)y Mi 
UtoW^T. Tm ^ra^!?orj ifl the mm tiffit^j 
had not risen from table. He ■¥h^ WIS ^iSt 
Hessalina was no more ; but whether she 
died by l^er own hand, or that of Ihe exe- 
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^oots, Q«tipner>. ^as not Aiei)t|(»eKed» nor? did it 
«.rv^ occur to him to ask the lAquestioii. He; 
ki. * called for wine, and; pai^pered himfidi^ /a» 
^48. • usual, with the luxurle$ of the tabk. < .Qrt 
th? following days he appeared utimOyed,* 
unaltered, without a symptom of anger, 
joy, or grief, or anyone sensation of thc{ 
hum^n heart. Even amidst the exulted 
jtions of Messalina's enemies^ and the cries 
of her childreii, lamenting their linhappy 
mother, he remained sunk in stupid apathy. 
Jn order to blot her altogether from his 
memory, the senate decreed, that her name 
sliould be effaced in all places, whether 
public or private, and that her images 
should be every where taken down. The 
, epsigiis.of the quaestorian dignity /were 
voted to Narcissus; a slender recompense, 
when it is considered, that, though second, 
in rank to Pallas and Callistus, he was 
the chief adviser in the whole proceeding 
against MessaUnfa. The punishment in* 
flicted, by his means, was undoubtedly 
just ; but it proved the source of number- 
less crimes, and a long train, of publip 
calamity {aj. 
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the comnui^d of Calius Pollio, the governor of the 

. garrison. The venality of Pollio, Mithridates be- 
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tnaticiam bmished ma t^ Itify. LIII. A decree 
against women intermarrying tmth slaves^ Pallas 
rewarded as the authbr^of this regulation. LIV. 
Tranquillity restored in Judaea, Felixy the brother 
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Lepida, the aunt of Nero, for endeavouring to in^ 
gratiate herself with her nephew,, accused' by the ar^ 
tifice of Jgrippina. Narcissus endeavours to save 
her, but in vain : she is condemned to die. LXVI. 
Claudius taken ill : he removes to Sinuessa. . Agrip* 
pina prepares a plate of poisoned mushrooms.. Xe- 
nophon, the physician, puts a poisoned feather down 
the emperor's throaty -^under pretence of making him 
v(/mit. LXVIII. Britannicm detained in the palace 
by Agrippind, while Nero is proclaimed emperor by 
the ajrmy. The senate approve, and decree divine 
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xfl^ death ^f Messalina^ threw the m^ bOoc 
p^na) feipil^ inta a atate of dutmotiein. ^-^v-i-' 
T^e freedmem T^ere divide^ inla eoBtandv 'doi. * 
ing factions. The eoyperor disliked a Wfa ^4^ * 
of celibaoj^, and the uxonaua dispositioo 
of his nature made him liable to be go- 
verned by the partner of his bed. Winch 
of the favourites should make the fbT^vme 
of a future empress, was the point in dis- 
pute. Nor waa female ambition less ex«r 
cited. Several candidates aspired to the 
vacant throne, all depending on preten- 
sions, that gave to each a decided title; 
such as nobility of birth, superior beauty, 
immoderate riches, and^ in short, every 
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BOOK claim to that great elevation. The contest^ 
however, lay betwren Lollia Paulina, the 
daughter of Marcus LoIIius the consul^ 
and Agrippina, the imn\ediate issue of 
Germanicus* Pallas espoused the interest 
of Agripprna, andLoflia ^as supported by 
Giillistus. There was still a third rivals 
namely, ^lia "Petin^, descended from the 
family of the Tuberos. Narcissus declare^ 
in her favour. By the jarring counsels of 
the three favourites, Claudius was dis- 
tracted in his choice; by turn« inclined to 
each, persuaded always by the last, yet 
determined by none. At length, to weigh 
their different propositions, and the reason* 
ings in support of them, he called his con- 
fidetitial ministers to^an audience. 
' ■ . ^ [ i 

Xh N A EC I s s u s urged in favour of ^li^ 
Petina (qJy'tjjL&tskewas formerly the wife 
of Claudius, and by him was the mother of 
Antonia. By joi^aing.ber again in the bands 
of wedlock, no alterationjivo(uld be made in, 
the imperial femjly. A person, with whom 
the prince had aJres^dy e:^perienc6d th<p 
tenderest union, wo^ld be reinstated ; aiit], 
sioce Octavia, and Brita^ni^u». were so 
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n^c^rljr ^ed to hei: daughter, she wQu^d |kx>k 
embraqe them both wiljti sinqere^?iffection> x^^ 
free f?*om the little jealousies pf a step^ ^'^i^ 
mother. Callistus, on the contrary, was of \^' 
opinion, that a Mroroan, disgraced by a Iqng 
diTorce, and suddenly restored to favour, , 
would .bring. tvith her the pride and arrq- 
gance of an actual conquest; but to Lollia 
no objection could be pnade: she had 
never been a mother^ and, by consequence^ 
her affections, not already engaged, would 
be reserved for the issue of the prince. Hejr 
whole stock of tenderness would be en^ '''' . 
grossed by Octavia and Britannicus. Pallas 
contended for Agrippina : by a match with 
her, the gfandson of Germanicus would be 
:fransplanted into the imperial family, and 
tTiat union w ould be an accession of strength 
to the Claudian line. * Agrippina was still 
in the prinje of life, of a constitution that 
promised a numerous issue ; and to suffer 
a won;jan of her rank and dignity to carry 
the splendour of the Caesarean line into an- 
other family, would be a measure highly 
impolitic. 

' JII. This reasoning weighed with Clau- 
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^1 diui, add the h^Mif dt A^np^t hAAHA 

^'m.^ the art o^ digplajiftg heir eh^rffl^ t6 th^ B^il 
^if ^dfaritag6. Th6 ti^sofeottSaHgtiinilygklrt^ 
hfei- ftfed acefeiS tdhet mtk. She made li&S 
of hfei- df>p6rtliaitifes, drid, ifi k fehoft Klhife, 
MdUwd hercdhqtifest. Wlthcyufc #aitih^ fdi* 
the ihditik^rites, h\i^ #^ abld to dnfi» 
eipate the splehdotlt dfld tiUthdrity oF ilfl- 
petikl gfatlddur. Suffe bf hei* tfiUriiph bvei- 
hrit rival, Sh^ fehlferged hef tieWfe, arid bjr^ 
pfdjedted tadtch bet^eeii Dpifaitids ^d^, 
he!- ^dn b^ Cneids Atldtj^bdfe, khd Ot- 
tavia, the empetdr's dstUghlel-, belgdii t5 
plah the 'eitfkticm ttf hei* fkinily. 11i«l 
item befdfe h^i- flslttered h6f dtiibiticrfi. btit 
WithoWt a strdke.df iai<|t(ity tduld tl6t be 
retthifed. Thd feet Was, 06taVia, With the 
consent of Odddius, Wa^ cdhtfatt^ to 
JLttcitis Siktius^, a yoitth of noble demerit, 
by tfiuthphal h6ii6uf* ireiidetted ^ill ttiofi 
illustridhsV kh& by d ipstiikdU of gkdidtdr^, 
giteli id Ms lidmri, diideared tO tfe pe6plfe. 
IBltit to h ^fcfttisLti df high dmbitidh add d 
politic character it was not dif&cUlt to 
mould to her purposes a man Uke Claudius, 
tOid of sentitneht, withotit it phSsiotiy And 
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-wii^otit k in()tiv«, except if libt ^a9 inlUfttd 

A; 



b^ the sttggfestidti of €)then< .^^ 

n* U» W^ 



IV. yiffitiCivti Mw the tide rdfiniag ^4,^* 
Witb a ra^id cutf^nt iti. AiVotit- of Agtip- 
piDA^ He t«M)lyed to itigmtlat^ hitii»e)f 
without delftjr. Hi» 6ffl^e &i tm^t gave 
him the pdwer of e^teeuting the vilest puN 
poseHi afld, at the iafise fiaio, served as & 
veil td l»de bii ifliqaity. He iUllde eld^ 
v&seeB to Agrippifitij and etitered ihto att 
tier ffleMufed. His first itep was to fi%iae 
AD £U3(;^^tieil n^ilst SildflUS^ Whose ftiltet, 
Junia Calvina, in her person @le^6tf btit 
of a loose and lascivious character, had 
Iseen, iiot long befofe, the ddtightet-iB-'law 
''^«f VitetUu», He aeaused the»i both ^ 
«fi ifi^ftttiouft cofflfhifee* The ehMge« ifi 

tfUth» watt WithOtIt fOtihdaflOii} but ih^ 
Miy tit A bfother aad sister, wb^ we#e ^ 
Hbgyflfded M to giVe fo nfttafal ^e^tion 

Ml air Of 0H»iiiaUty« eiff^ded cOlOilf fof 
«b» itaputiiti«»A. Cjstidittt tistei^ed to the , 
lUffy, iMtified to^ pMteifet hte dati^teti 
ht WM eflftily kioeiiied ngihi!^ dh inteeded 
htt»teii4y whd hud tfhewft hioi&elf eapiible 
«f M Ibttl u etianf. MMmb w^, it that 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



A. u. c. 

801. 



80 THE ANNALS 

BOOK ticae> praetor for the year. He little sus- 
pected the treacherous arts, by which hi» 
character and his fortune were undermined. 

^4a^' By an unexpected edict, issued by, Vitel- 
lius, be was expelled the senate, though 
that assembly had been lately reviewed 
and registered by the censor. Claudius 
declared the marriage-contract void; he 
renounced all ties of affinity, with Silanus, 
and obliged him to abdicate the pra^tor^ 
ship, though but a single day remained to 
complete the year. For that short interval, 
Eprius Marcellu5 was appointed* to fill the 
vacant office, • 

^'R\^' V. In the consulship of Caius Pom- 
A J)- poYiius Longinus and Quintus Veranius^ 
the fond endearments, that passed between 
the emperor and his niece, left no room to 
doubt but their criminal loves,' mast pro^ 
bably indulged already, would soon be 
tbllowed by the nuptial ceremony.. ,But 
the marriage of an uncle with his brother^s 
daughter, was, at that time, without a prer 
cedent. If they avowed an* incestucHi$ 
mdrnage, the popular hatred might be iur 
flamed against them, and some public c^ 
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]amity« might befal the city of Rome, book 
Claudius was held in suspense. Vitellius 
undertook to remove every scruple. He 
desired to know whether the emperor would 
make the sense of the people, and the au- 
thority of the senate, the rule of his con- 
duct. Claudius replied, that he was one 
of the people, an individual too weak to 
resist the public voice. Vitellius desired 
that he would remain in his palace, and 
went directly to the senate. He began ' 
with assuring the fathers that he came on 
business of the first importance, and, having 
obtained leave to speak out of his turn, he 
proceeded as follows : " The office of su- 
" preme magistrate is at best a state of 
" painful solicitude. The cares of a prince, 
" who superintends the government of the 
*^ world, requires domestic comfort to 
sweeten anxiety, and leave him at leisure 
to think for the good of the whole. And 
*' where can he find a comfort so fit, so 
** honourable, so consistent with his dignity, 
" as in the arms of a wife, his partner in 
" prosperity, and in affliction the balm of 
." all his cares .^ With a faithful associate, lie 
" may unload his inmost thoughts ; to her 

' V©L. HI, . G 
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** children ; and, in that tender union, un- 
*^ reduced by pleasure, undebauched by 
** riot and luxury, he may continue to shew 
*^ that reverence for the laws, which dis* 
" tinguished the character of Claudius 
*• from his earliest youth/' 

VI. After this artful introduction, find« 
ing that he was heard by the fathers with 
manifest symptoms of a complying spirit, 
he resumed his discourse. *' Since it seemft 
" to bfe the prevailing opinion, that,- 4x> 
•* alleviate the cares of the ^e^iperor, an 
** imperial consort is absolutely necessary^ 
" nothing remains but to recommend the 
** choice of a person,^ distinguished by her 
" illustrious birth, a fruitful womb, and the 
" purity of her morals. This point may 
** be soon decided. Agrippina must, of 
" course, present herself to every mind. 
**^ Descended from d noble stock, she is 
V the mother (^ children, and possesses, 
" besides, all the virtues arid all the graces 
" of her sex. Nor is this all : by ^be special 
** care of the gods, a prince, who has known 
** no lawless pleasures, who has sought the 
^\ modest enjoyments of connubial lovfti lias 
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** now an oppottanity of taking a widow book 
** to his artns, without injury to any private v-v-^ 
** dtieetit and without violating the right* ^'ws!^' 
** of the ttiarriage-bed. By former em* ^i^ . 
** perors wives have been taken from the 
** embraces of their husbands: we have 
** heard it from our fathers ; we have 
*' been eye-witnestses of the fact. But 
♦* these acts of violence are now at an end. 
** A precedent may be established to regu- 
** late the conduct of all future emperorsv 
** But it may be said^ a marriage between 
'* the tinck and his niece h unknown td 
** Roman manners. To this the answer i* 
** obviotis : it is the practice of foreign 
•* nations, and no law forbids it. By the 
*' rale of ancient times, coiisin-germans 
" were restrained from marrying ; but the 
** change of manners ha6 intrciditced a di^ 
" ferent custom. , Such marriages Ate tiaw 
grown familiar. Public eontenience is 
the parent of all (Anl itniitatiom i the 
** maftiage, which to-day iieems an innova^ 
^« tion, in future times will be the gefieiial' 
** practice/' 

Vn, This speech was received Mth the 

© 2 
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tooK geiie'ral. assent Many of the fathers rusted 
v-^v^ out of the house, declaring aloud, that if 
^mi.^ the emperor hesitated, they knew how to 
'\^' enforce comphance^ The populace at the 
door echoed back the voice of the senate, 
end, with violent uproar,xalled it the wish 
of the people. Claudius delayed no longer : 
ha shewed himself in the forum, amidst 
^outs and acclamations. He proceeded 
430 the senate, and there desired that a 
decreet might pass, declaring naarriages 
between the unde and his niece legal for 
.the future. The law was enacted, but little 
relished. Titus Alledius Severus, a Roman 
jknight, was the only person willing to em- 
brace such an alliance. He married his 
jiiece, but, as was generally believed, with 
a design to pay his court to Agrippina. 
From this time a new scene of affairs was 
opened. The government of a w^oman pre* 
' vailed ; but it was no longer a, woman of 

loose and. dissolute manners like Messalina, 
who jneant to mock the people with areigti 
of lewdness end debauchery. Agrippina 
established a despotic system, and main* 
tained it with the vigour of a manly spirit : 
in her. pubUc conduct rigorous, and often 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OF TACITUS. 85* 

atrogatit, she suffered no irregularity in book 
her domestic maniagement. Vice, when j^^-yA^ 
subservient to. her schemes of ambition, ^'^^^ '• 
might be the means, but never washer ruling ^^ 
passion. Her avarice knew no bounds: but 
the support of government was her pretext. 

VIH. On the day of the nuptial cere- 
mony Silanus put an end to his life. Till 
that time he had nourished delusive hopes; 
or, it might be hi^ intention to mark the 
day by a deed of horror. His sister CaU 
vina was banished out of Italy. Claudius, 
to atone for her offence, revived the an- 
cient law of TuUus, the Roman king, and • 
ordered a sacrifice and expiations by the 
pontiffs to be made in the groVe of Diana^ 
This provoked the public ridicule. It was 
observed that the. time for inflicting pe- 
nalties, and performing solemn rites, was " 
chosen with notable judgement, when adul- 
tery was by law established. Agrippina 
was not willing to be distinguished by evil 
deeds alone : in order to grace her charac- 
ter, she interceded for Annseus Seneca, 
who had been driven into banishment; 
and not only restored him to his couq* 
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BOOK try, but obtained for him the praetori^Q 
v-^v-^ rank. The' learning and brUliaot geniuS' 

AUG 

'm. ' of th^^t philosopher, she had no doubt, 
49. * would render the measure acceptable to 
the people ; and, from the education of 
her son Domitius under such a master, she 
promised herself great advantages. She 
bad still a deeper scheme in view; bj the 
wisdom and advice of Seneca, $he hoped 
to make the road to empire smooth and • 
level for her son. Motives of grfttitudQ 
would have their influence on the mind 
' of that eminent man, and fix him in her 
interest, a faithful counaellor, and he? 
friend by sentiment ; while a sense of 
former injuries would m?tke him the secret 
enemy of Claudius, 

IX. Havinci conceived this plan of 
ambition, she thought her measurea could 
not be too soon concerted. She coti« 
trived, by large and generous promtsea» 
te> g^in oier to her purposes Memouus 
Pollio, at that time con&ul: elect. He 
moved in the senate an address to the 
emperor, requesting his consent to a con-? 
^el of marriage between Pomitiu; and 
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Octavia. The match was suited to the book 

XII- 

age of the parties. Agrippina intended C-y^ 
it as a prelude to greater scenes, not yet ^'^!^* 
disclosed. The. speech of PoUio to the ^^^ 
fathers was little more than a repetition of 
what had beien urged by Vitellius. The 
motion succeeded. Octavia was promised 
to Domitius, and, by this additional tie, 
the young ]prince was raised to higher 
aplendour. He was now considered as the 
90B4n-law of the emperor. Supported by 
the intrigues of his mother, and not less 
by the enemies of Messalina, who dreaded 
the vengeance of her son, he began to vie 
with Britanriicus, and even to dispute with 
him the point of precedence, 

X. The deputies from Parthia, sent, as 
bas been related, to demand Mebe^dates 
for ^eir king, were admitted to an audi- 
ence before the senate. They opened 
their commission in the following manner : 
^* The alliance between Rome and Pa?thia, 
^^ and the subsisting treatte$s are fully 
•* known to us ; nor i» it a spirit of disal^ 
*' fection to the family of the Arsacidcs 
^' tb»t biing» m to thi» a^seiBbly* We 
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BOOK " seek the son of Vonones, the grandson 

V--VV " of Phraates. In the present crisis^ he is 

802. ' " ^^^ ^^^y refiige, our shield and best pro- 

^^' ^* tection from the tyranny of Gotarzes, 

** who is justly execrated by the whole 

*^ Parthian nation. His reign is marked 

" with blood. His brothers were the fiftt 

" victims to his fury. His kindred have 

** been since cut off. No pla;ce is safe 

" from devastation : neither age nor sex is 

" spared; parents and their children perish 

** in one general massacre, and infants yet 

^ " uilbom are butchered in the mother*s 

" womb. Such are the exploits of Go- 

" tarzes; in peace a tyrant, and in war 

" disastrous to his country. Cruelty, He 

" hopes, will seem in the eyes of men a 

** warlike spirit. The treaties subsisting 

** between Rome and Parthia are of an- 

** cient date: they havte been the basis of 

** a lasting friendship; arid to prove that 

^ .friendship Sincere, the fathers have now 

•• a fair opportunity. It is theirs to vindi- 

" cate the rights of a nation, which j though 

** not inferior in point of strength and 

^ numbers, yields to Rome from motives 

•• of respect. For this reason the sons of 
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** Parthian kings have been delivered up book 

"> • XII 

^' as hostages. The principle of that acr wv^ 
** quiescence is, that if domestic tyranny ^* ^' ^* 
'* should prove a galUng yoke, the people 
** may have recourse to the emperor and 
** the senate* They now claim, at your 
*^ hands, a king trained up in Homan 
*^ manners, and, by consequence, likely 
•* to bring with him to his native country 
*• the best notions of civil government/' . 

XI. Claudius answered the ambassa* 
dors in a style of magnificence. He set 
forth the grandeur of the Roman name, 
and the deference due from the Parthian 
nation. He placed himself on a level 
irith Augustus, who, in like manner, had 
received the applications of a whole peo- 
ple; but he. made no mention of Tibe^ 
rius {a) 9 though that emperor had dealt 
out sceptres, and placed foreign kings, on 
the throne of Parthia. After this brilliant 
harangue, he turned to Meherdates, then 
present in the senate, and in a serious 
straiiv admonished him to remember that 
he was going forth, not the lord of slaves, 
but the governor of men ; not the tyrant, 
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900K, but the chief ma^strate of his felIow.citi< 
wv^ sens. He advised him to practise the vir- 

A TJ /S 

8oi, * tues of justice and moderation ; virtues, he 
^i^^ said, unknown to savage life, but for that 
reason more likely to charm hy their no* 
relty. From the prince he turned to the 
Parthian ambassadors^ and, in handsc^Qie 
terms, commended to their cara the pupil 
©f Rome; a young prince of ingenuous 
manners, and no stranger to , the liberal arts. 
He added, that the Parthians would do 
veil to temporise with the genius of their 
kings, and to overlook the failings of hu* 
man nature. Frequent revolutions could 
give no solid advantage. Rome was at 
the highest point of grandeur. Enough of 
glory had been gained by the progress c£ 
her arms; she therefore put a period to 
her victories, and the tranquillity of fo^ 
reign nations was now the object oi her 
^re« Meherdates was committed to the 
Parthian deputies; and Caius Cassius, the 
governor of Syria, had it in command 
to conduct him' to the banks of the 
£uphrates* ^ 

X|L CASsitjs, at thai period, was the 
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most eminent man of the age for his pro* book 
lound knowledge of the laws. Jn tim^s of v-w 
peace, the military science falls into ne^^'^^^ 
gleet. Between tb^ warlike genius and the i^i^ . 
inactive sluggard no distinction remtaips* 
And yet the ardent mind of iGassius could 
not languish in a state of stupid indolence. 
Though there was no war upon his handr 
to rouse the spirit of the legions^ he re^ 
solved, by every method in his power, 
to maintain the rigour of ancient disci« 
pline. He kept the soldiers in constant 
exercise; he established new regulations, 
and practised every duty with as, much 
«eal as if the enemy were actually in arms 
against him. This severity, he thought, 
became a man who had before his eyes 
the bright example of his ancestors, and, 
above all, the fame of the celebrated Caa- 
sms, which was diffused through all the 
eai^tem nations. Having pitched his camp 
near Zeugma, a city wh«re the passage 
over the Euphrates is most practicable^ 
he waited for a convention of the Par- 
thian chiefs, who had made their appl^i 
cation to Rome. As soon as they arriv-» 
ed, and with them Abgarat» king oi tb» 
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XII. 

their hands, having previously reminded 
the prince, that amdng Barbarians the first 
impulse of their zealds violent, but aptto 
relax, and end in treachery. His interest,^ 
therefore, called for vigorous measures. 
By the artifice of Abgarus that advice was 
rendered abortive. The prince,, as yet with- 
out experience, suspecting no deceit, and 
weak enough to think that royalty consists 
ill luxury and riot, was seduced to the 
city of Edessa, and there detained several 
days, the dupe of the wily Arabian. Car- 
rhenes, in the mean time, pressed Meher- 
dates to advance with expedition. By hi* 
messengers he promised certain success, if 
no time was lost in frivolous delay. All 
was ineffectual. Though Mesopotamia 
wias at hand, they never entered that coun- 
try, but, taking a wider circuit, marched 
towards Armenia, where the rigour of the 
winter was already begun. 

• XIII. After a toilsome march over 
craggy mountains covered with a waste of 
snow, they descended at last into the opira 
country. Carrhenes Joined -them at thq 
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head of his forces. TBus reinforced, the book 

XII 

army passed over the Tigris, and pene^v-^v^ 
trated into the country of the Adiabeni- ^'gos.^ 
aiQS (a). Izates, king of that people, in 
outwsurd show favoured Meherdates, but in 
his heart inclined to Gotarzes. In the 

r 

eoUrse of their march, they made them* 
selves masters of the city of Ninos (b)^ for- 
merly the seat of the Assyrian monarchy. 
They also took the castle of A rbe la, me*, 
morable in story for the last battle between 
Darius and Alexander, by which. the fate of 
the Persian monarchy was depided* Go- 
tarzes, in the mean time,^ took post on tlie 
heights of mount S a m b u los (c) . He there 
offered up a sacrifice to the deities of the 
place, and chiefly to Hercules, the leading 
god. At stated periods, according to an an-* 
cient legend, Hercules inspired the dreams 
of the priests, and, in a vision, gave hi» 
orders, " That a set of horses, ready for 
" the chase, should be stationed near the 
" temple. The hunters, accordingly, are 
** drawn out, well equipped vvith quiver* 
** and a store of arrows/' Thus capari-r 
ftcmed, they stretch at full speed through the 
woods, and* at the close of day, return, to 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 




g4 THE ANNALS 

BOOK dwi temple without an arrow left, weary, 
and panting for breath. The god appears 
again, in a midnight vision, to tell the 
priests the tracts of the forest where he pur* 
sued his game. After this information j di-* 
lig^nt search is made, and a large quan* 
tity of game, killed in the chase, is found 
in the woods. 



XIV. GoTARZBS had not as yet assern^ 
Ued all his forces, and the issue of a battle 
WHS what he wished to avoid. The river 
Corma served to* cover him from the as^ 
faults of the enemy. He there stood at 
bay, devising various delays, encampihg, 
and shifting his ground ; and thpugh pro* 
voked by various insults, and eveu by mes* 
sengers challenged to the conflict, he con* ' 
trived, notwithstanding, to protract tie, 
war, while his agents were busy in the ad-^ 
terse camp, by gifts and promises, sedu-» 
cing the friends of Meherdates. I^^ates, king 
of theAdiabenians, was thefirst to withdraw 
with all his forces. Abgarus, the Arabiaii, 
i^llowed his example, both displaying the 
ickle disposition and the venality of Bw 
barians. To sue for kings at the hands of 
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Bome was their frequent custom ; but ex-* book 

XII 

perience shews that they petitioned only to w^ 
betray. Weakened by desertion, and su* ^'a«i. 
ipecting further treachery, Meherdates re- \^^ 
solved to try the issue of a battle. Nor was 
Gotaraes disposed to decline the conflict. - 
A fierce engagement followed, with great 
slaughter on both sides. The victory was 
long held in suspense, till Carrhenes, having 
broke the enemy's lines, pursued his ad« 
vantage with too much ardour. He was 
attacked in the rear by a body of reserve, 
and hemmed in on every side. Meher«* 
dates saw nothing but impending ruin. In. 
his distress he trusted to the advice of Par^ 
rhaces, one of his father's freedmen. By 
that traitor he was thrown into fetters, and 
delivered up to the conqueror. Gotaraes 
behaved jvith the pride and insolence c^ 
victory. He reviled his captive as astranger 
to the blood of the Arsacides, a man of 
&rei^n extraction, and a slave to Rome. 
He ordered his ears to be cut o£P, and left 
kirn, in that condition, a wretched proof 
of Parthian clen^ency, and a living dis* 
grace to the Romans. Gotaraes was soon 
aftercarriedoffbyafitafillnesft. Yonones^ 
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BOOK at thai time governor of Media, mounted 
the vacant throne. Of this prince, either 
' in Us distresses or his prosperity, nothing 
ren^ains worthy of a place in history. After 
a short and inglorious reign, he left the 
Parthian diadem to his son Vologeses; 

XV. During these transactions, aneir 
alarm was raised by Mithridates (a);^ king 
^f Bosphorus, who had been lately driven 
tout of his dominions. He continued, ever 
since his expulsion, wandering from place 
to place, forlorn and helpless. He learned, 
at length, that Didius, the Roman general, 
retired with the flower of his army, leaving 
the kingdom of Thrace in the hands of 
Cotys, a prince without experience, scarcely 
settled on the throne, and depending on 
the slender support of a lew cohorts, under 
the command of Julius. Aquila, a Roman 
jknight. The news inspired Mithridates 
with sudden courage. : He roused the neigh- 
l)ouring nations, drew together a body of 
deserters, and, putting himself at the head 
of his tumultuary levies, fell with impetu- 
6us.fury on the king of the Dandarides (h)^ 
jsind made himself master of his dominions* 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



0FTACITOS4 97 

The invasion of Bosphbras was expected book 
to be his next attempt. Cotys and Aquila Wv^ 
did not think thepisfclves iu force to resist ao*. 
the attack ; and Zorsibes, king of the Sira-^ ^i^' 
cians (c)y' commencing hostihties in that 
critical juncture, added greatly to their 
fears. In this distress,^ they looked found 
to the neighbouring states for assistance, 
and by their ambassadors invited Eimones; 
king of the Adorsians, to join the Roman 
arins. In a war between a powerful nation 
and a ruined dismantled king, it was not 
difficult to foi'm a- new confederacy. Thie 
plan of their operations was soon settled* 
Eunones was to ravage the open country 
with his cavalry. The Romans undertook 
to lay siege to the towns and places of 
strength. -, 

XVI. Th e combined forces took the field. 
On their march the Adorsians /a^ led the 
van, and also brought up the rear. The 
centre consisted of the cohorts and the suc- 
cours collected in :Bosphorus, armed after 
the Roman manner. The enemy not daring 
to look them in the face^ they ma-rched, 
without opposition, to the town of So^a/i^, 

VOL. in. H 
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isocM inthecoiriitrjr of theDard&i^kiefu j'inding 
wv^ the pllftce abandioi]^d bj Mithridates.^ they 
^'mf'^ took posaessioiiy aiul, to guard agamet the 
'^^' troa<ihelry of the infaabitaats, left it strongly 
garrisoned. They penetrated nei^t into the 
country of the Siracians^and, faanng crossed 
the river Panda (c)^ invested the city of 
UsP£s» situated on an eminence, and de-«' 
fended by walls and a fosse. The walls^ 
ifndeed^ not being constructed with stoiM, 
but with earth thrown up and bound with 
hurdles, could not long resislt the (q>era» 
tiions of a siege* Towers of considerable 
height were advanced against the works^ 
and from that elevation darts and flaming 
brands were tihown into the town mth 
such incess^ant fury, that, if the approach of 
night had not prevented a general ^ssaultj^ 
the siege had been begun and ended in a 
^iik^e day. 

XVII. The besieged^ next mcKrning, secit 
a d^putdition with ofik-s of an immediate 
surtender, and no less than tea thousand 
slaves^ on coiidition that the free-born 
should remain unhurt The terms t^era 
rejected. After a capitulation, to put tjhe 
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hihabitantB to the sword would be an act book 
of inhumanity, and a violation of all the w»v-v 
laws of war. On the other hand, to bridle aoi 
such a number, an adequate foroa could ig^ 
not be fipareci from a scanty army. The 
besiegers, therefore, returned for answeri 
that every thing must be left to the decision 
of the sword. The soldiers scaled the walls, " 
aiid the (signal was given for a general 
slaughter. (The city was leveled to the 
ground. The adjacent nations saw that 
neither arms, nor lines of circumvaJlationy 
nor places almost inaccessible, defended by 
fiature and byrapidrivers, could withstand 
the vigour of the Roman arms. In this 
general consternation, Zoranes, the Sira* 
cian king, began to waver. He now con* 
tid?red whether it was best to adhere to 
. -Mithridates, or to provide in time for the 
tecurity of his own dominions. Self-in- 
teiest prevailed. He gave hostages, and 
humbled himself before the image of Claur 
dius. Nothing could be more lionourahle 
to the Romaii army. Victorious without 
thfc loss of blood, they traversed a vast tract 
of country, and were within three days of 
*he Tanais (aj. Their return was not so pro- 
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BOOK sperous; They went back by sea, and some 

'^iipv^ of the ships were thrown by adverse winds 

809. ' on the coast of Taurus (h). The Barbarians 

^ ■ poured down to the shore, and with savage 

fury murdered a considerable number, with 

the praefect of a cohort, and most of the 

centurions. 



XVIIL Meanwhile Mithridates, un- 
done and hopeless, began to consider where 
he inigfat implore compassion. His brother 
Cotys had at first betrayed him, and then 
became an open enemy : on him no reli- 
ance could be had. If he surrendered to 
the Romans, there was not in the territory 
of Bosphorus any one officer of weight and 
authority to ensure the performance of his 
promises* In this distress, the unhappy 
monarch turned his thoughts to Eunones. 
That prince had no, motive for personal 
animosity, and his late alliance with Rome 
gave him no small degree of influence. 
Mithridates resolved to apply at that court. 
With a dejected mien, and a garb thai; 
spoke his wretchedness, he entered the 
palace, and falling prostrate at the feet of 
the king, "Behold,'' he said, "behold the 
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^ man, i/rho for yeats has grappled with the book 
•f whole power of Rome. Mithridates hum* v^^w 
**^ Mes himself before you ; the persecuted ^*J^.^ 
•* Mithridates, whom the Romans have ^^ 
" pursued by sea and land^. My fate is in 
^* your hands;, use your discretion: treat, 
** as you shall think best, a prince descend* 
^* ed from the great Achaemenes (a). Thift 
*^ honour of that high Hneage is all mj 
*^ enemies have left me/^ 



XIX. The appearance of a man so di- 
stinguished, the turns of fortune that at* 
tended him, and, even in ruin, the affliction 
that softened, but could not subdue his 
spirit, touched Eunones with generous 
sympathy. He raised the royal suppliant 
from the ground. He praised the magnar 
nimity with which he threw himself into 
the power of the Adorsian nation, and, with 
pleasure, undertook to be . mediator be<* 
tween Rome and the uiifortutiate monarch* 
He dispatched messengers to Claudius with 
letters to the following effect : " In all 
" treaties between the Roman people and 
^^ foreign nations, similitude of fortune wag 
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BOOK ^* thiS basis of ^eh* allrance. The nreseifC 
* ** union between Claudius and the Adorsi- 



^£b^* " $«s was founded on a j^articipation of 
%^ " victory ; and victory is then most hoiwur- 
" able when mercy spares ther ranquished* 
" 6f this truth Zorsines is. a recefttinstanee! 
^* He stili retains his former possessiotis. 
f^ But equal terms could not be expected 
^ in the case of Mithridates- His oflfence 
" was of a more grievous nature. To re- 
** store him to his throne and kingdom is 
^^ not the ohgect of this application. Spare 
^ his lifei and let him not walk in fetters^ 
" a public spectacle to gmce the victor's 
*^ triumph/' 

XX. CiAtTBius was, at all times, dis^ 
^osed to act with moderation towards the 
nobility of foreign nations. In the present 
conjuncture^ he doubted which were itnost 
txpedalmt, to receive -the royal prisoner 
tfcider a promise of ^pardon, or to take him 
by force of arms. Resentment and the 
love ctf revenge were strong incentives ; but 
still thei« were reasons of poUcy in the 
" opposite scale. " A war must be corn- 
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^ meiieed in a distant Fee^oo, where the book 
^^ roads were difficult, and the sea had y^^^^ 
** neither harbours nor stations for ship^ soi. * 
** ping; where the struggle would be with ^^" 
*^ fierce and warlike l^ings^ and a people 
** by their wandering life inured to fatigue; 
** where the soil was unproductive^ and ati 
** army, of course, would be distressed for 
*^ provisions. Campaigns drawn out into 
^* length would dispirit the soldiers; sud- 
^^ den operations might be attended with 
^^ haaard ; from victory no glory oould te^ 
*^ dound to the Roma» name, aiid^ta be 
*^ defeated were- Indeliblfe disgrace*^ IBoi , 
these reasons, it was jwlged advisable t6^ 
aoeept th^ proffisred tefms« Mithridates, 
iw that case, would remain a wandering' 
eKile, p<K)r, distressed, iand wretched. To'^ 
protract his days were to protract his 
miseiy: Claudius returned an answer to 
Etmotttes ; ^' Mithridates,'* he observed, 
^ bad merited the utmost rigour, and the 
•^ Tengeance of Home was able to reach 
him. But to subdue tlie proud, and 
spare the suppliant^ had ever been a Ro- 
*> sasan virtue, it was by curbing the pride 
** of kings^ and <b<f conquering an entire 
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BOOK ** people^ thM Rome aeqtiired renown iif 
wv^ " ai^ms. Then, jand then only, she had n^^- 
^'sSi.^^ *^ son to.triumpk" : .. : - 

AvD.. / ., : r ' \ . .. .,^. ,. 

XXJ. Jn« consequence of; these dis**^ 
peitchea^ Mithridetesi was. delivered up tc 
Julius Cilpjiattbattime imperial ptocurator^ 
of .Pontu9, He btought with him tq Rome 
a mind unbroken by his nusfprtunes. In 
his language, to Claudius he towered! above 
his helpless conditipji)« ; . One ^^ntence that* 
fell from him w^S: celebrated M the time*- 
" In me jQu^see^^n^ani^/not t4KoQ prisoner,* 
** but t^illjug t0; sjirtender:vj,cai)9^^fniy* 
^^ owb; accord; if:y^it/d0i}bt4hP)fwty set 
^* me at libe(tty, a»dfretak%«*e i^lyou «pe; 
*• able/' He w^s conduicjtedr \\n4er sj rguardi 
to the. rpstrn^j, and there fpresef»te4 **• ^> 
apectmijte to. the people^. He^tood;i»Oin 
mpvi^, with hi» natural fej:offi!ty piotmred; 
iji, his countenance^ . Cilp and Aquila w^etd 
r€i warded , for their, servkfesi tibe f<>nao!er 
with iconsulai: Qxn/BnamutH^ and tbe^^lattef 
with the ensigns of pt^toriao digtiity^ • / 

XXIJt PiraiasTP! the/ s).me cQnsi}lship, 
the hatred of Agrippit^Aj deep and im- 
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placable, brdke out irith ' gathered rage book' 
against Lollia^ who had been guilty of the> ^.^J^ 
crime of contending for» the imperial bed. ^'^^' 
An accusation vrm soon contrived, ^nd a ^^^^ 
prosecutor suborned; The substance of the 
charge was, ^^ That in the late contest for 
" the emperor s choice, Ldllia held consult* 
** ations .with Chaldaeau seers ; that she 
" employed magicians, and sent to consult 
" the Clarisui ApoUo.'' She was condemn-^ 
ed unheard. Claudius addressed the senate 
on the occasion. He mentioned the no- 
bility of her birth ; by the niaternah line 
she was laiecie to r Lucius Volusius, grandv 
niece to Cotfta Messaliniis^ and foirmerl3r 
the wife of Memmius..Jlcgulus.l). HeJsai^^ 
noising ,of her infetnriage^with iCaligula/w^. 
Having made that flourishing preface, he 
chjEMAgjed; hisHtwne, /knputittg to 'her dark 
designs «gaiiist;'ithe^ state*.' i i ?To defeat . her 
|)ief9^ci0iisvv>ews^/ vn€jthing:re but to 

COJiim&tfi: h6]?<eitafes^ apd ibamfish hec out 
of fljlsal^. l^Theideiiate ecscif^iied.. Out of 
li«r iiQmode^tii) iiRfeahh ih^ was all d\y ed- *o 
Tetaio:no .^mor<a''iti>an fib^e>' millions' of '^ses^ 
teTQej5.f I iCalphmieii another woi^an of high 
f^tnky! Twiaf^^opxioofi itd tlie .i^seatments.of 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 




IQQ TRB AiNNALS 

BOOK ^grippina* Itliappened tl^t Claudius, in 
accidental discourse, without a wish to en^* 
joy her person, praised the el^ance of her " 
figure. This gave jealousy to the empress. 
She considered, however, that. the mere 
crime of beauty did not deserve to be 
punished with death. She sent a tribune 
to LoUia, with orders to make her put an 
end to her days. Cadius Rufus, at the 
same time, was found guilty of extortion 
at tiie suit of the Bithynians. 

XXIII. As a mark of fevour to the pro^ ^ 
vince of Narhon Gaul, and to rewaixl the 
veneration in which the authority of the. 
seixate had ever been heki by the people <tf 
that country, it was settled by a decr^, thai; 
such of the natives as tren^ Homan sena-^ 
tors should be at liberty, without a spedal 
licence from the eihperbr,? to vteit their 
e&tates in their native ^ovkice, with aisA^ 
and ample privileges as had been granted* to 
the Sicilian senators. SohemtisandAgrippa, 
kings of Ituria (a) and Jude&a, being both 
dead, their respective, territories were an^ 
nexed to the province of Syria. An ordef 
was also made, that thevaugutves^ relating 
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to the pnUib safety, whidi had lain doN booc 
maiit for fere and twenty years, fthoold be ^^^' 
Knrived, and n^ver again be sutfeved to fall 
iftto disuse* The' limits fbj of the city were 
enlarged by ClaudittS. The right of direct^ 
ing that business was,^ by ancient usage, 
v«lted in all such as extended the bounds* 
aties 6f the empire* The right, however, 
hiid not' bisen exercised by any 6f the Ro- 
man commanders (Sylla and Augustus 
excepted), though remote and powerful 
nationis had been subdued by their viptori^ 
ous arms. 



XXlVi WfiAT was done in eady tim6s 
by the ambition or the public ^vidue of thd 
Roman kings, cannot now be seen through 
the mist that hangs oreir distant agea. It 
may, however, be matter of some curiosity 
to mark out the foundation of the city, and 
tfie boundaries assignedby Romulus. The 
first <mtline began at the ox-market, wb^ 
Mill is to foe seen the brazen statue of a 
bulti, that animal being commonly emi 
ployed at the plough. From that p{ac^ a 
furrow was carried on of sufficient dimea^ 
sions to include the great altar of Herculei. 



I 
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BOOK By bduhdarir-stodes, fixed at propcarvdw 

XII * . 

v.^v^ stances, the circuit was continued along the 
^'^.^* foot of mount Palatine to the altajr erf* CiMi- 
^4^* sus, extending thence to . the old CtrjtiJE, 
next to the chapel of the Larjb^s, aijd 
finally to the great Roman forutn.r The 
capitol, it is generally thought^ was added 
not by RomuluSy but by .Titus Tatius. 
From that period the city grew with.thci 
^owth of the empire. With regard, to iim 
enlargement made by Claudius, the cisiious 
may be easily isatisfiedy as the public rer 
cords contain an exact description. 

'sS^* XXV; In the consulship of Ciaius An* 
A. D. tistius and Marcus SuiUius, the adoption of 
Domitius was hurried on by the credit 
tod influence <>f Pallas. Connected with 
Agiippinat whom he had raised to imperial 
splendour, by ties of mutual interest, and 
still' mopi so by the indulgence of criminal 
'passions, this favourite advised his master 
to {Ht>vide for the public safety, and, in aid 
, to the tender years of Britannicus^ to raise 
coUaferaibranchesintheCaesareanUne. For 
this measure Augustus had left a precedent 
That ^emperor adopted the issue of his wife, 
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tliough he had, in that very jimcture, grand-^ tooK 
children to represent him. Ilfoerius copied s^^w 
the example, and to his own immediate ^m.^' 
offspring united Germanicus, It ivould ^^^ 
therefore become the wisdom of Claudius 
to embrace, as his own, a young man wh6 
would in time be able to relieve the sove- 
reign, and lighten the cares of government 
Convinced by this reasoning, Claudius gave 
the precedence to .Domitius, though but 
two years older than his own son. On this 
subject hp made a speech to the senate, 
content to be the organ of What his fireed- 
. man had suggested. It was observed by 
men versed in the history of their .country, 
that this was the first adoption into the 
Claudian family;, an old patrician line, 
which, from the days of Atta Clausus faj^ 
had continued, without any mixture, of 
foreign blood, in one regular course of 
descent. 

XXVI. The senate paissed a vote of 
thanks to the emperor ; bi|t in a style of 
exquisite flattery their court was chiefly 
paid to Domitius. A law was also enacted, 
hy virtue of which the young prince, under 
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sooK the name of Nero, was natuiatized into thd 

YTT 

wv^ ClaiuliaB faioily . Agiippina was dignified 
^•^/^* with the title of Augusta. Dunng these 
V ^i^ transactions, there was not a man so void 
of sentiment, as not to behold the case ef 
'Britannicus with an eye of compassion^. 
His Very slaves were taken from him. His 
step-mother interposed with officious ci- 
viHty. The young prince laughed at her 
kindness, aware of the und^plot, whick 
she w&s carrying on against him.^ Want of 
discernment was not among his faults. It 
has been said that he was by nature pene^ 
trating : that, perhaps, was his true charac* 
ter ; or, it may be, that men were willing td 
give him credit for talents^ without waiting 
to make the expwimen£. 

XXVn. AoRiTviiffA had now the am- 
bition to display her weight and influence 
to the eyes of foreign nations. To -this end 
she caused a body of veterans to be sent 
to the capital city of the Ubians, the place 
of her nativity, to be established there as 
a colony, caHed after her own name (aj* 
♦When that people first passed over the 
Rhine, it happened that Agrippa, her 
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grandfather^ was. the Roman general, who book 
received them as the allies of Borne. In s..^v^ 
the present juncture, when the new colony ^ sm.^* 
was to be settled, a sudden alarm broke ^' ^' 
out in the Upper Germany, occasioned by 
an irruption of the Cattians {b)^ who issued 
forth from their hive in quest of plunder. 
To check their progress, Lucius Pomponii]» 
dispatched a body of auxiliary troopi, com* 
posed of the Vangiones (c) and Neme- 
taeans, with a squadron of light horse, to 
maJke a forced march, and, if they could 
not attack the front line of the Barbarians, 
to fall upon the rean The ardour of the 
soldiers was not inferior to the skill of the 
general. They formed two divisions : one 
marched to the left, and came up with the 
freebooters, who had be^n ccmimitting de- 
predations, and lay sunk in sleep and wine. 
The victory was cheap, but enhanced by 
the joy With which the conquering soldiers 
released, at the end of forty years, some Of 
the piisoners who were tak^i in the mas- 
sacre of Vams and his legions* 

XXVIII. The second division, whtdi 
had marched lo the right, and by a shorter 
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BOOK Toad,:inet with greater success. The Bar^ 
barians ventured to give battle, and were 
defeated with prodigious slaughter. £!ate 
with success^ and loaded with spoils, the 
conquerors marched back to mount Tan-' 
nus (a)y where Pomponius, at the head of 
his legions^ lay in wait, expecting that the 
Cattians, prompted by a spirit of revenge, 
would return to the charge. But the Bar- 
barians, dreading the Romans on one side, 
and pn the other their constant enemies, 
the Cheruscans^ sent a deputation to Rome, 
.with hostages to secure a pacification. 
Triumphal honours were decreed to Pom- 
ponius ; but mihtary fame is the least part 
of the estimation in which he is held by 
posterity. He excelled in elegant compo- 
sition, and the character of the general fc 
-now eclipsed by the genius of the poet. 

XXIX. Vamtnius CaJi who had been 
formerly raised by Drusus to reign over the 
Suevians, was, about this time, driven from 
his kingdom. His reign, at first, was mild 
and popular ; but the habit of commanding 
. had corrupted his nature^ Pridie and arro- 
gance had taken root in his heart. X)o< 
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mystic factions conspired against him, and book 
the neighbouring nations declared open ^-^v^ 
hostility. Vibillius, king of the Hermun'- ^'^oi^* 
duriansy conducted the enterprise. He was ^'^^* 
joined by Vangio and Sido, the nephews of 
Vannius by a sister. In this quarirel Clau-» 
dius was determined not to interfere. 
Though often pressed to take a decided 
part, he observed a strict neutrality, con- 
tent with promising the Suevian king a safe 
retreat from the rage^ of his enemies. In 
his dispatches to Publius AtelHus Hister, 
who had the command in Pannonia, his 
orders were, that the legion and the troops 
of the province should be held in readiness 
on the banks of the Danube, to succour 
the vanquished, and repel the incursions of 
the Barbarians, if they attempted to invade 
the frontier. A powerful confederacy was 
then actually formed by the nations <^ 
Germany. ' The Ligians (b)^ and other 
states, were up in arms, attracted by the 
fame, of an opulent kingdom, which Van- 
nius,' during a space pf thirty years, had 
made still richer by plunder and depreda*- 
tions. To make- head against the foj^ces 
combined against kim was not in the power 

VOL. III. I 
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tooK oftheSvielrianking. Tbe natural strength 
of his kingdom consisted of infantry only : 
the lazigians /cj^ a people of Sarmatia^ 
sutppiiied him with a body of horse. Not- 
withstanding this reinforcement, Vannius 
felt his infenortty. He resoked to keep 
wiliiit) the strong-holds and fastnesses c^ 
the country ) and draw tibe war into a linger* 
k^ length. > 

XXX. Thb lazigians were not of. a 
temper to dndure the slow operations of a 
siege.- l^y spread themselves, in their 
desuttory maimer, round tiie country, and 
by their rashness brou^t on a general 
engagement Tbe Ligians and Hamun- 
durians feif^in nvith their roving parties. 
Vandius was oUiged to sally out to tbe 
assistance of his fiieods. He gave batde, 
and was totally overthrown. But the praise 
of valour cQuid not be withheld from him. 
Covered m&x l»nouraUe wounds, be es« 
€«ped to his fleet, which lay in the Danube. 
Ifis partisans followed him, and, wi& a 
proper allottnent of lands, wcare settled ia 
Ei»i»»onia« Tbe dominions of the depoied 
king ^m divided between bis two nephews 

\ 
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Vftngio and Sidoj both, from that time, »oat 
distinguished by their fidelity to Rome^. wy-^ 
111 the beginning of their reign, they flou* go^. 
lished in the affections of the people; ^i^' 
honoured by all, while they struggled for 
powfcr; when they obtained it, despised 
and hatedi Their own misconduct was, 
perhaps, the cause ; pierhaps, the fickle 
temper' of the people ; or, it may be, that 
in the nature and genius of servitude, there. 
is a tendency to innovation, always dis- 
contented, sullen, and unquiet. . 

XXXI. PuBLitrs OsTORius was ap- 
pointed governor of Britain, in the dharac*- 
ter of proprtKtoi*. On his arrival he found 
the province in commotion. A new com- 
mander, with an army wholly unknown to 
him, the Barbarians imagined would not 
venture to ojpeh a winter campaign. Fierce 
with this idea, ttiey made fell irruption into 
the territory of the states in alliance with 
Rome, and carried devastation through the 
country. Ostorius, knowing bow much 
depends on the first operations of wat, put 
himself at the head of the light cohorts^ 
and, by rapid marches,* ad^raneed against 
.12 
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BOOK the enemy. Th6 Britons werevtakfen by 
surprise. All who resisted w^re put to the 
sword. The fugitives were pursued with 
prodigious slaughter. The rout was so 
complete, that there was no reason to ap- 
prehend a junction of their forces; but 
peace on those terms, the general knew, 
would be no better than disguised hostility. 
The legions would still be subject to per- 
petual alarms from a fierce and insidious 
enemy. He therefore resolved to disarm 
all who were suspected, and, by extending 
a chain of forts between the Nen and the 
iSevern faj^ id confine the malcontents 
between those two rivers. To counteract 
this design, the Icenians (bj took up arms; 
a brave and warlike people, who, at their 
own request, had lived in friendship with 
the Romans, and were, by consequence, 
unimpaired by the calamities of war. They 
formed a league with the adjacent states, 
and chose their ground for a decisive action. 
The place was inclosed with a rampart 
thrown up with sod, leaving an entrance in 
one part only, and that so difiicult of access 
that the Roman cavalry would not be able 
to force their way. Ostorius resolved to 
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Storm the place: Though unsupported by Booii 
the legionS) he relied on the valour of the wv-^ 
allied forces, and, having formed his dis- bos. 
position for the attack, ordered his cavalry ^o. ' 
to diiMnount and act with the foot soldiers. ' 
The signal being given, the assault began, 
aiid the rampart was carried by assault: 
The Britons, inclosed by their own forti- 
ficafions, and pressed on evei:y side,* were 
thrown into the utmost confusion. Yet 
even in that distress, conscious of the guilt 
of rebellion, and* seeing no way to escape^ 
they fought tb the last, and gave signal 
proofs of heroic bravery. In this- engagie- 
ment* Matcus Ostorius, the generaFs son, 
saved the life of a Roman, And obtained' 
the civic clrown. 

XXXIIv The defeat of the Icenians 
drew after it important conseqfuences. The 
neighbouring nations, no longer balancing • 
between peace and war, laid down their 
anhs« Ostprius led his army against the 
Gangians ^a^, and laid waste their country. 
The soldiers carried 6ff a considerable 
booty, the enemy never daring to make 
head against them. Wherever they at- 
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Bcx)K tempted to annoy the aymy by 9ti4d«n 
^'' skirmishes, they paid for their rftshoess* 



^m.^' Th^ 8«a» that, lies betw^a Britein and 
^^' Ireland, va» within a. short march, when 
Ostorius received iatelligenQe of an insmw 
ruction among tli^ !l^rig9iite8 /'^j. Thene^ws 
o]t>hged hipi, . to return with expedition, 
■yill every thfing was yecuf^d in his rqa?, it 
was his maxim not to push on his coa^ 
qnests.. The Brigantes ww^ so«un reduced 
^ sub^ectibn^ S^^ as re^^^tfid wprQ cut 
to pieces and a fy^ fia«Jon,wa^®ifanted to 
the rest. Th^Siliir^f^v/weDe not so easily 
quelled: n^it^^er leq^tynOr iiigorous mea* 
sujres could inducQ ^emiJor^nhndt. To 
i^ridle ti^e inpol^jnee ^f that trartaae race* 
Ostorius judged it expedifmi-to form a' 
camp for the legions in the heart of their 
pountyyi : lor ilihi* pn^^o^ie ,n colony, sup- , 
poffted \>y * st¥c«g hody of Yietetrvts, was 
stationed at Cama^unutn (^Xoik 1^ l^«b 
conquei^ ffon) the enemy • Fr«im. tbif 
measure a twofold efibctwa» expected: the 
^tjrnsonwonld b^ aUie to overawe the in-r 
sip^nts, and gi^ to thie alhed states a 
specimen of law. and civil poticyv 
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XXXIII. These arrangements settled, book 
Ostmiivs marched against the Silures. To ^..^v^ 
their natural ferocity that people added ^'^^' 



the courage which thejr now* derived from 

the presence of Caractacus (a) , Renowned 

for his valour, and for various tvtms of 

good and evil fortune, that heroic chief 

had spread his fame through the island. 

His knowledge of the country^ and his skifl 

in all die wiles and stratagems of savage 

waWkre, gave him many advantages ; but 

he could not hope with inferior numbers 

to m^e a «tand against a well*-disctp^Ufied 

army. He therefore marched into the 

territory of the Ordovicians (bj* Havitig 

^lere drawn to his standard all who con<* 

mdered pealce with Rome as another name 

for slavery, he determined to try the issue 

of a battle. For this purpose he chose a 

spot (c) where the approach aiid the retreat 

were difficult to the enemy, and to himself 

every way advantageous. He took post id 

. a situation defended by steep and craggy 

hills. In some places where the mountains 

opened, and the acclivity afforded an easy 

aseetit, he fortified the spot with massy , 

stones, heaped together in the form of a 
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50. 
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BOOK rampart. A river, with fords and shallows 

s^v^ of^unceytain depth, washed the extremity 

^8^'. ' of the plain. On the outside of his fortifi- 

^0. ' cations, a vast body of troops shewed them«- 

selves in force, and in order of battle. 



XXXIV. The chieftains of the various 
nations were busy in every quarter. They 
rushed along the ranks; they exhorted 
their men ; they roused the timid ; they 
confirmed the brave ; and, by hopes, by 
promises, by every generous motive, in- 
flamed the ardour of their troops. ^ Carac* 
tacus was seen in every part of the.^eld; 
he darted along the lines ; he exclaimed 
aloud, " This day, my fellow-warriors, this 
" very day, decides the fate of Britain. 
" The ffira of liberty, or eternal bondage, 
** begins^ from this hour. Remember your 
** brave alnd warlike ancestors, who met 
^* Julius Caesar in open combat, and chased 
" him fr6m the coast of Britain. They 
** were the men who freed their country 
" from a foreign yoke ; who delivered the 
** land from taxations, imposed at the will 
"of a master; who baillshed from your 
i^ sight . the fasces and the Roman axes ; 
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** and, above alU who rescued your wives book 
*^ and daughters from violation." The ww 
soldiers received this speech with shouts of ^;^,*^ 
applause. With a spirit of enthusiastic ^'JP * 
valour, each individual bound himself bj 
tbe form of oath peculiar to his nation, to 
brave every, danger, and prefer death to 
slavery. 

XXXV. Thb intrepid countenance of 
;the Britons, and the spirit that animated 
.tiieir .whole army, struck Ostorius with 
astonishment. He saw a river (a) to be 
passed ;, a palisade to be forced ; a steep 
hill to be surmounted; and. the several 
posts defended by a prodigious multitude. 
The soldiers, notwithntanding, burned with 
impatience for the onset. AU things give 
way to valour, was the general cry. The 
tribunes and. other officers seconded the 
ardour of the men. Ostorius reconnoitred 
the ground, and having marked where the 
defiles were impenetrable, or easy of ap- 
proach, gave the signal for the attack. 
The river was passed with little difficulty. 
The Romans advanced to the parapet. The 
staruggle there was obstinate, and, as long 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



2S& THE ANNALS 

BOOK as it was fouj^ with miss^e weapons, 
h^^^ the' Britons hiul the advantage. Ostorius' 
"^€08.^ ordered his men to advance under a mili. 
^^" tary sbeiU and level the pile of stones, that 
served as a fence to the enemy* A close 
engagement followed. The Britons aban- 
doned their ranks, and fled with precipita^ 
* tion to the ridge of the hills- The Romans 
pursued with eagerness. Not only the 
light troops^ but even the legic»ary scddiers, 
fcMHced their way to the summit of the hills^ 
undera heavy shower of darts. TheBritons^ 
haying neither breastplates lior helmets^ 
N were not able to maintain the convict 
The legions, sword in hand, or with their 
javelins^ bore down all before :thenw - Hb^ 
auxiliaries, with their spears and sabms, 
made prodigious. havoc. The vietory "viM 
decisive. The wife and daughter of Ca^ 
mctacus were taken prisoners. His brother 
siurrendered at discretion* 

XXXVI. Caractacus fled for pn>tec« 

tkm to Cartismandua^ queen of the'Bfi« 

gantes. But adversity has no friends. By 

that princess he. was loackd with irons, and 

' delivered up to. the conqueror^ He faaid 
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waged w»F with the Rmnans danng the nook 
last owe years (a). Hi& hmt was not con-* v^^w 
fined to his native island ; it passed into ^J£.^' 
the proYinces, and spread all over Italy* 
Curiosity was eager to htehold the heroic 
clneftain^ who, for such a length of time, 
made head against a great and powerful 
empire. £ven at Rome the name of Catrac* 
tacus was in high celebrity* The emperor, 
willing to magnify the glory of the con- 
quest, bestowed the hi^est praise on the 
valour of the vanquished king: He assem- 
bled the people to behold a spectacle 
weorthy of their view. In the fidd before 
the camp Xkut prsetorian bands were drawn 
up under arms. Hie followers of the Bri- 
tish chief walked in procession. The mill* 
tary accouti^ments, the harness and rich 
eoHars, which he ha^ gained in various 
babies, were displayed with pomp. The 
wife of Oaractacus, bis daughter, and his 
brother, followed next : he himself closed 
the melancholy train. The rest of the pri- 
^ners, struck with terror, descended to 
mean and abject supplications. Caractaeus 
afene was superior to misfortune. With a 
countenance still unaltered, not a symptom 
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BOOK of fear appeariDg, no sorrow, no conde- 

wv^ scension, be behaved with dignity even in 

^803. ' riiin. Being placed before the tribunal, he 

^io. ' delivered himself in the following manner : 

XXXVII. ^ If to the nobility of my 
f* birth, and the splendour of exalted station, 
" I had united the virtues of moderation, 
" Rome had beheld me, not in captivity^ 
*> but a royal visitor, and a friend. The 
**. alliance of a prince, descended from an 
" illustrious line of ancestors ; a pritice, 
" whose sway extended over many nations, 
" would not have been unworthy of your 
" choice. A reverse of fortune is now tlie 
" lot pf Caractacus. The event to you is 
^' glorious, and to me humiliating. I had 
** arms, and men, and horses ; I had wea.ltb 
" in abundance : can yoii wonder that I 
*'. was unwilling to lose them? The am* 
*^ bition of Rome aspires to universal do- 
*' minion : and must mankind, by conse- 
** quence, stretch their necks to the yoke ? 
^* il stood at bay for years : had I acted 
" otherwise,. where, on your part, had been 
*^ the glory of conquest, and where, on 
" mine, the honour of a brave resistance ? 
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** I am now in your power : if you are bent book 
" on vengeance, execute your purpose; the wv-^ 
*' bloody scene will soon be over, and the 'g03. 
*^ name of Caractacus will sink into ob- ^^^' 
'* livion. Preserve my life, and I shall be, 
*' to late posterity, a monument of Roman 
** clemency /' Claudius granted him a free 
pardon, and the same to his wife, his 
daughter, and his brother. Released from 
their fetters, they advanced to another 
tribunal near at hand, where Agrippina 
shewed herself in state. They I'eturned 
thanks to her, and paid their venferation in 
the same style as they had before addressed 
to the emperor. The sight was altogether 
new. A woman, stationed amidst the en- 
sighs and the armies of Rome, presented a 
spectacle unknown to the old republic: 
but in an empire acquired by the valour 
of her ancestors, Agrippina claimed an 
equ^ share. 

XXXVIII. At the ne:!^t meeting of the 
senate, the victory over Caractacus was 
mentioned with the highest applause, as 
an event no way inferior to what had been 
seen in ancient times, when PuWius Scipio 
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BOOS brottght S jphax in dtams to Rome ; when 
Lucius Pauhis led Penes in captivity ; and 



A TJ Q 

aoi ' when Other commandef s exhibit^ to the 
^5^' Roman people kings and piinces at their 
chariot*wheels. Triumphal ornaments were 
decreed to Ostorius. That ofl^cer had 
hitherto seen his operations ctowncd with 
success. He began soon after to experi- 
ence the vicissitudes of fortune. - Perhaps 
the war, by the overthrow of Caractacus, 
was thought to be at an end, and, in that 
persuasion, military discipline was relaxed; 
perhaps the enemy, enraged by the loss of 
that gallant chief, fought with inflamed re^ 
sentmaiL A camp had been formed in 
the country of the Silures, and a chain of 
foH:s was to be erected. The Britons in a 
body surrounded the officer who com* 
manded the legionary cohorts, and, if suc^ 
cours 1^ not arrived in time from the 
neighbouring garrisons, the whole corps 
had been cut to pieces. The praefect of 
the camp, with eight centurions and the 
bravest of the soldiers, were killed cm the 
spot. A foraging-party, and the detach-* 
ment sent Jbo support them, were soon after 
attacked^ikbdput.te the rout 
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XXXIX* OsTOEius^ on tlie first ^lann» book 

XII 

ordered the li^t*anned ooborts to advance wv^ 
agabiit the enemy. That mnfoccement ^g^^ 
wuB insufficient) till the legkxn&ry soldiers "^^ 
marched to their support. The battle was 
renewed^ at first on equal terms, but^ in the 
csnd, to tl^edisadirantageof the Britons. But 
their loss was inconsiderable. The approach 
of night prevented a pursuit., From that 
time the Britons kept up a constant alarm. 
Fnequent batttes, or rather skirmishes, were 
fought with their detached parties, roving 
in quest of plunder. They met in sudden 
encounters, as chanpe directed/ or valour 
prompted; in the fens, in the woods, in 
the narrow defiles; the men, on some oc- 
casions, led on by their chiefs, and fre« 
queatly without their knowledge, as re>- 
sentment, or 4he love of booty, happened 
to incite their fury. Of all the Britons, 
the Silures ware the most determined. 
They fought with obstinacy, with invete- 
rate halared. It seems the Bomaii general 
liad declared, that the very name of Ufe 
Silures must be extirpated, like that of 
the Sogambrians, formerly driven out of 
Germany, and transplanted into GauL 
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BOOK Tfaat expression reached the Slilures, and 
^v^ roused their fiercest passions. T^o auxi-- 
^wo.^* liary cohorts, whom the avarice of their 
^^* officers sent in quest of plunder, were inter^ 
cepted by that ferocious people, and ail 
made prisoners. A fair distribution of the 
spoils and the captives drew the neighbour- 
ing states into the confederacy. Ostorius, 
at this time, was worn out with anxiety. 
He sunk under the fatigue, and expired, 
to the great joy of the Britons, who saw a 
great and able commander, not, indeed, 
slain in battle, but overcome by the war. 

XL. The death of Ostorius being known 
at Rome, the emperor, aware that a province 
of so much importance ought not to remain 
without a governor, sent Aulus Didius to 
take upon him the command. That officer 
set out with all possible expedition; but 
on his arrival found the island in a state of 
distraction. The legion under Manliiis 
Valens had risked a battle, and suffered a 
defeat. In order to impress with terror the 
new commander, tlie Britons took care to 
swell the fame of their victory. Didius, on 
his part, was willing to magnify the loss. 
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The itierit of the seneml, he kne^r, would book 

' i XII 

rise in proportion to the danger surmount^ wv^ 
ed ; and, if he failed, the difficulty would ^sS'.^' 
be an apology for his conduct. In the ^^f* 
defeat of Valens, it was the nation of the 
Silures that struck the blow. Emboldened 
by success, they continued their predatory 
war, till the arrival of Didius checked their 
operations. In this juncture Vehusius was 
the British chieftain; a man, as already 
mentioned, born in the city of the Jugaiites, 
and, since the loss of Caractacus, the first 
in fame for valour and military experience^ 
He had married Cartismandua, the queen 
of the Brigantes ; and while they lived on 
good terms, his fidelity to Rome remained 
inviolate. Being afterwards driven froni 
her throne and bed, he pursued iiis revenge 
by open hostilities, and even dared to wage 
war against the Romans. ^ 

The qu&rrel Was at first a civil wa/ 
amongst themselves* Ckrtismandua con- 
trived to seize, by stratagem, the brother 
of Venusius, with the rest of his kindred* 
The Britons by that event Were fired with 

rai,.' hi; k; 
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)» m^gjfi^iam* They swnaed txk 9Vt\m^ U» a 
^* fi9iQakgo?emme»t; {ah fi94» with tbeflow^r 



^'<S;^' of their youth, »ttfiq)i(Cid Ourti^iqwA^ufi in 
^^ thch^artofhert^mtoriet*, Th^iQs«rrQ«ti9ii 
WW foreseen, and a detaohineiit fyom ti»9 
cohort! ww'seot in time to eouoten^ <JS« 
motioM of the enemy. An eogfigeooteQl 
followed, at first with doubt^ 8iiccq«»; 
but, aiter a s(truggle, victory incUned to tbo 
side of the Romans. In another part of 
the country, the legion under the coounaq^ 
of Cesius Nasica fought with equal auccese^ 
DicUus did uot expose his penon^in any c^ 
these engagements. Impaired by ye^u^t 
au,d loaded with accumulated .honours, he 
was coapiteut to act by his inferior o€|ceta ; 
ttfi/i while the enemy was kept ii* checfe 
the honour of d<Hii^ it was not hia pAwi^ni 
These transactions,, which happ^iied in. the 
course of different year^, undec tjie coi)4flflt 
of Ostorius and Didius, are here related in 
<^e^ comiected series, to avoiid breaking 
the thread of the narration. I now; rtHmk 
to the order of time. 

A. V. c. XLI. In the fifth consulship of Ckiudm 
A.D. and the first of his colleague^ 3erriaf 



ti. 
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Comdii»> Orphitus^ the manly gdWh Was bqok 
assigned to Nero, before his time, that^ ^^^^ 
though still u6der ^, he might appear ^*8m.^' 
qualifii^d to take upo& hii^ a share in public^ '^^^' 
busiiiMS. The senate, in a fit of adulation, 
resolved that th^ young prince shouM bef 
declared capable of the consulship at the 
age of tw^ty, and be' corisidtrecJ, ii^ the 
laean'timey as eoA^sul elebt, with jrt'bfcon*^ 
siilariairthority out of the dity, attd' the a^i 
ditiooal title of prince of the Roman ybutb 
Claudius not only asserited to those fliattHer«^ 
ing decrees; biit, in the name of Nero, gsivei 
a largess^ to the people, and a donatrve to 
the army. To conciliate the aflfections of 
the people, the Circensian games were like- 
wise exhibited. During that spectacle, 
Biitatmicus and Nero passed in* review ; 
the former clad in the praetexta, or the 
A««s*<sf his boyi^sh days; the latter, with 
the tti^tfiplial ornaineaits of a Eoman gene- 
«*l. ^ So glaring a diflf^nefe struck the 
spedtatdrsv as a certain prelude of theif 
fiittfre fortunes. Among the centurionaf 
and tribunes there were men of principle^ 
who beheld the case of Britannifcus with an 
eye o^eompas^on. All streh were removed 

K 2 
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BOOK from court ; some under pretence of ad-i* 
vancing them to higher offices, and the 
rest for plausiUe reasons. The policy wat 
extended even to the freedmen. In that 
class, whoever was found to be above cor- 
ruption, was dismissed from his placer 

The two ypung princes met by accident. 
Nero saluted Britanoicus by name, and iw 
teturn was familiarly called DomxtiuSc 
This incident gave umbrage to Agrippina, 
She flew to the emperor with her com- 
plaint: " Contempt,'' she said, " was thrown 
*' on the adoption of Nero ; what the senate 
*' decreed, and the voice of the people rati-r 
" fied, was repealed with contumacy in the 
"very palace. If the men, who taught 
^' those dangerous lessons, were not repress* 
** ed, the mischief would increase, and, 
*^ perhaps, prove fatal to the common^ 
** wealth/' Claudra^ was easily alarmed# 
He cofBidered what was no more than 
Imre surmise, as a crime then actually 
committed, and, accordingly, either sent 
into banishment, cmt put to death, the best 
and ablest of his ^on's tutors. New men 
were appointed to superintend the prince'» 
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education, and the choice was left to the 
stepmother. 




XLII. Agrippina had still greater ^'if* 
objects in view^ but Lusius Geta and Ru- 
fius Crispinus were first to be removed 
from the command of the praetorian bands. 
They were both under obligations to 
Messalina, and by sentiment attached to 
her children. Men of their disposition 
might obstruct her measures. She yepre- 
sented to the emperor, that, under two 
rival commanders, the soldiers would be 
divided into factions ; but if that import- 
ant office centred in one person, all would 
act with a principle of union, and strict at- 
tention to military discipline. Claudius con- 
curred in the same opinion. The command 
was given to Afranius Burrhus ; an officer 
of great experience and a warlike charac- 
ter, but disposed to remember the friend 
that raised him to that elevation. Having 
succeeded in these arrangements, Agrip- 
pina thought it time to act without reserve ; 
she claimed a right to be conveyed in her 
carriage to the capitol; a right, by ancient 
usage, allowed only to the sacerdotal order, 
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BOOK ihe vestal yirgifis, aad the statues of Ibe 
gods. Being now communicated to Agiip» 



^^^F' pina, it could not fail to raise the venera-^ 
^fii?* tion of the people for a priQcess, in whom 
they s»w the daughter (a)^ sister, wif^^ wul 
mother, of an emperor; a combiiiatiou of 
iUustnous titles never, before that tinier 
united in one person^ 

In this juncture, Vitellius, the active 
leader of Agrippina's factioQ, aft^ having 
stood hi^ in the esteem of Claudius, wm 
at last, in an advanced age, involved in a 
prosecution, set on foot against him foj 
Junius Lupus, a member of the senate^ 
^uch is the instability of human grahdeurf 
The charge imported violated majesty, and 
a design to seize the reins of government, 
Claudius was willing to listen to the story; 
but, by the interposition of Agrippina, who 
scorned to descend to prayers and suppli- 
cations, the blow recoiled upon the prosC'- 
cutor. He was interdicted from fire and 
water. To stretch resentment further wa« 
not the wish of Vitellius, 

XLIII. Ik the course of this year, the 
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people were kept in aeonBtant akmi.by a Aook 
succession of portents and prodigies. Birds srv^ 
of evil omen infested the capitol; earth- ^'^,^' 
qtiakes were felt ; houses were laid in ruin, \^' 
and while the multitude in a general psuiic 
pressed forward to make theb escape, the 
feeble and infirm were trampled under foot 
A dearth of com brought on a famine t this 
too was deemed a prodigy. The people 
were not content to murmur their discon- 
tents ; thej crowded to the tribunal, and 
gathering round the emperor, then sitting 
in judgement, they forced him fh>m his seat< 
and pushed hiin to the extreirnty of tfa^ 
fi»mm. The guards came to his ai^sistante» 
and Claudius made his way through the 
ttCfwd. Fifteen days' subsiittence Was the 
most that Rome had thto in Store. Thd 
winter, {n'ovidentially, was mild an^ favour-* 
able to navigation : distress ^nd tnkery 
must, otherwise, have been the ^(kiseo 
quenee^ Ia foiiner times the case wai Very 
difTerent Italy was the granary that sup« 
pfied foreign markets. Even at this h6ur, 
ihe prolific vigour of the soil is not Worn 
out} but to depend on £gypt iand Africa 
is the prevailing system. The lives of the 
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BooiC people are, by choice, committed to th6 
V...V-1-/ capripe of winds and waves. 

A.U.C. 
804. 

^i^\ XJjIV, In the same year the flame of 
war broke out between the Armenians and 
Iberians. The Romans and the Parthians 
V^re, by consequence, involved in the 
quarrel. The sceptre of Parthia was at 
that time swayed by Vologeses, with the 
consent of his brotheFSf though his mother, 
by birth a Greek, was no higher than a 
concubine, Pharasmanes reigned in Iberia, 
jpcmfirmed on his throne by long possession. 
His brother, Mithridates, received the re-, 
gal diadem of Armenia from the power 
of Rome. The former had a. son naiiied 
R^damistus, of a tall and graceful statur?, 
remarkably for bodily vigour, and an un^ 
der^tauding. perfeqtl^ tr^iued iu the poli<* 
tical^ school of his father. His talents 
were liigh in .the esteem of all the neighs 
boupng stat^. He . saw, with impatience, 
the old age o( bis father protracted to a, 
length of years, To disguise his ambitkfti 
was no part of his character. He expressed 
bis di^coutent in a manner that alarmed 
Pha^i*^inanei&. That fuouarch saw thc^ »&• 
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pking genius of his son ; and, being in the book 
decline of life, he dreaded the enterprising v...^v^ 
spirit of a young man, who had conciliated ^^; ^' 
to himself the affectioiA of the people. To ^^*j/* 
change the tide of his passions^ and find 
•emi^oyment for him elsewhere, he held 
forth the kingdom of Armenia as a dazzling 
and inviting object: he himself, he^said, 
expelled the Parthians, and placed Mithri- 
dates on the throne^ Pharasmanes added, 
jtbat it would not be advisable to pfo^ 
ceed with open force. Covert stratagem 
might deceive Mithndates, . and ensure 

MlCC^St 

Rhadamistus made the best of his way 
to. his uncle's court, as to a place of shelter 
from the displeasure of his father, and the 
tyranny of a stepmother. He met with a 
gracious reception. Mithridates treated 
him as his own son, with all the tenderness 
of a father. ^The young prince, in the mean 
tip)^ 4reW| to his interest the nobility of th^^ 
i»J*Htrjyj/ftn<i, vfh^le his unqle lp?ided him 
^ilh >fi*v;9urs, i^e wftP; bu^jy. in if<i>rnijng ,^ 
port^piracy » ag^^in^* : tbes cvovrn , a$d life of 
his ben^actort 
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XLV. Havikg concerted his mesuiutes; 
he returned, under colour c^ a family-'re« 
conciliation, to his father's court. He there 
explained the progress of his treachery, the 
snares that were prepared, and the necessity 
of giving the finishing blow by force of 
arms. To find ostensible* reasons for open 
hostility, was not difficult to a politic 
genius like that of Pharasmanes. He 
alleged, that in the war between himself 
and the king of the Albanians, his applied^ 
tion to the Romans, for a reinforcement, 
w^ defeated by the practices of Mithri^ 
dates; and an injury of so heinous a nature 
could not be expiated by any thing less 
than the ruin of the man who did the mis' 
chief. To this end, he gave the command 
of his forces to his son, who entered Ar- 
menia at the head of a numerous arniy. 
An invasion so unexpected filled Mithri- 
dat^s with consternation. He fled the field, 
and, leaving the enemy in possession of 
his camp, threw himself int6'fheifort of 
Gomeasf^fl^; a place strong by^atuifejawd 
defended by a Romaff g^i^soii, under tt* 
command of Cselifis PblHo, Jthe prsefttet, 
and Casperius, a centurion. The machi- 
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nations of a siege, and the use of warlike book 

XII 

engines^ are things unknown to savage v^^y-J 
nations: the Romans have reduced that ^gS*.^* 
branch of the military art to a regular ^^j^' 
system. Rhadamistus attempted to carry 
the works by assault, but without effect, 
and with considerable loss. He formed a 
blockade, and, in the mean time, made his 
approaches to the avarice of the governor. 
JBy bribes and presents he bargained with 
th»t ofl&cer to betray his trust. The cen- 
turion protested against so foul a treachery^ 
declaring, in a tone of firmness, that he 
would neither agree to give up a confe* 
derate prince, nor to barter away the king- 
dom of Armenia, which had been assigned 
to Mithridates by the Roman people. 

Pollio, the commander in chief, affected 
to dread the superior force of the enemy ; 
and Rhadamistus, pleading the orders of 
his father, still urged on the siege. In this 
distress, Casperius, the centurion, stipulated 
a cessation of arms, and left the garrison, 
in order to have an interview with Pharas- 
man^s,and deter him from prosecuting the 
war. Jf his endeavdrurs failed, he resolved 
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BOOK to proceed with expedition to Ummidius 
v.*-v-L^ Quadratus, who commanded in Syria, in 

AUG* • 

'804. order to make that governor acquainted 
^ii. ' with the state of aflGairs, and the iniquity of 
the whole proceeding. 

XLVI. The centurion had no sooner 
left the place, than PoUio felt himself at 
liberty to act without controul. He advised 
Mithridates to compromise the quarrel, and 
end the war by a regular treaty. He 
urged the ties of natural affection between 
brothers, and the rights of seniority, which 
preponderated in favour of Pharasmanes* 
He added, that " Mithridates was, in fact, 
" the son-in-law of his brother, and, at the 
" same time, uncle and father-in-law to 
" Rhadamistus. The Iberians werfe su* 
" perior in number, and yet willing to 
" accede to terms of pacification. The 
^* perfidy of the Armenians was become 
*' proverbial. Pent up in a fortress, ill 
** supplied with provisions, he could not 
" hope to hold out much longer. In that 
** distress, what room was left for delibera* 
" tion ? Peace, on reasonable terms, was 
^* preferable to %; destructive war/' 
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Such were the arguments urged by Caelius book 
Pollio ; but Mithridates suspected the v,---v^ 
counsels of a man, Mr ho had seduced one 804. * 
of the royal concubines, and shewn him- ^5,^ 
self a venal tool, rea^y at the beck of the 
highest bidder, to commit an/ crime how- 
ever ^ atrocious. Meanwhile, Casperius 
reached the court of Pharasmanes. He 
expostulated with that monarch, and press- 
ed him to raise the siege. The poUtic 
king amused the centurion with plausible 
answers. He. talked in equivocal terms, 
and drew the business into a negotiation, 
while his secret dispatches urged Rhada- 
inistus, by any means, and without delay, 
to make himself master of the place. Pollio 
raised the price of his treachery, and Rha^ 
damistus complied with his terms. In con* f 
sequence of their bargain, the governor, by 
corrupt practices, contrived to make the 
soldiers demand a capitulation, and, if not . 
granted, to threaten one and all to abandon 
the place. Mithridates, in that extremity, 
fixed the time and place for a congress, 
and went out of the garrison. 

XLVH. Rh A DAMISTUS advauccd to 
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BOOK meet htm« He rushed to the king^sr €tn-» 
wv-^ brace ; he offered every mark of duty and 
W. ' respect to his uncle and his father4ii-law } 
^^J^' ' and, by a solemn oatb^ assured him that he 
would not at any time employ either sword 
or poison against his life* He decoyed 
Mithridates into . a neighbouring wood^ 
where he said a sacrifice was prepared, to 
ratify the treaty in the presence of the gods* 
Among the eastern kings, whenever they 
enter into mutual engagements^ a peculiar 
custom prevails: the contracting parties 
take each other by the right hand, and with 
a li^ture bind their thumbs together, till 
the blood is forced ta the extremities, and 
with a slight puncture finds a vent. As it 
gushes forth, the kings apply their mouths 
to the orifice, and suck each other's bloods 
The treaty, in this manner, receives the 
highest sanction, signed, as it were, with 
tke blood of the parties. On the present 
occasion, the person, whose office it was to^ 
tie the knot, pretending to have made a 
false step, fell at the feet of Mithridates^ 
and laying hold of his knees, brought him 
to the ground* A crowd rushed in and 
bound the prostrate king with fetters. A 
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conditioo (.©rteeinecl by those nations the s.^^ 
highest disgrace) he was dragged along with goi- 
ferotal vktence^ iThe popitfacei leiehJfing ^^ 
the grievancjes wbidbi thc^^^ had suflfered 
under an appressive aii4 deflpotici mign^ 
insjuhed hiw witk vulgaur .sctirrility, and 
isvea blows* ThlnMagmenrbeheldthesad 
reverse with compassion^ The : wife ! of the 
unhappy mooarchfoUaweAiwith her child* 
tmy and filled the placeiwoitfa shneks and 
lans^tations^ They were, all secured in; 
«OMei!ed cai!f iagc», apart . from each other, 
tiU the pleasure of Pharaamanes. should be 
knenvQt Liist of, power -was the passion 
of ^t prioce. For a birother and a 
da^ughter not one. tender sentiment re- 
Stfiined. He ordered, thent to be put to 
death; bii4:» though inured to crimes, isot 
im his^ s^bt.: BhadainAstusf observed his 
oath with a pious "firaiid,^ &at added to i his* 
gUiit He: baud bound himself not ta use 
^^mt sword or povsKin; but he snic^thered 
\m uncle under a load of clothes, and^ by 
that evasion satisfied the religion of a 
Q]^urderer. The chiidren of the unhappy 
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XII 

and, for that crime, were massacred. 

XLVIII. This act of treachery, and 
the murders that followed It, were soon 
made known to Quadratus. He called a 
council of war, and, after stating that the 
enemies of the deceased king were in pos* 
session of his dominions, the point which 
he submitted to consideration wa$» Whe- 
ther, in that conjuncture, vindictive mea^ 
sures were advisable. Few at the meeting 
retained a sense of public honour. Maxims 
of policy and self-interest weighed with the 
majority. "The guilt," they said, ^of 
^ fdreign nations gave a solid advantage to 
^^ the empire, and for that reason ought to 
^' be a source of joy. To foment divisions 
" among the enemies of Rome was the 
" truest wisdom ; and, with that vi^w, the 
^ crown of Armenia ;had been often, with 
*^ a show of generosity, dealt out by the 
^^ emperor as the special gift of the Roman 
"people. Let Rhadamistus hold his fll* 
" gotten power; he will hold it with in^ 
" famy, and the execration of mankinds 
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" while he owes his elevation to his crimes, book 
" he will effectually serve the interests of v--^^ 
" Rome/' This reasoning prevailed. The ^ J^.^' 
council, however, wished to save appear* 
ances. That they might not be thought 
to countenance a foul transaction, which 
might afterwards provoke: the emperor to 
issue contrary orders, it was agreed to send 
dispatches to Pharasmanes, requiring him 
forthwith to evacuate Armenia, and recall 
his son. 

XLIX. In that juncture Julius Pelig- 
nus, with the title of procurator, com- 
manded in Cappadocia ; a man, whom all 
orders of the people beheld with contempt 
and derision. The deformity of his person 
excited ridicule, and the qualities of hi$ 
fnind corresponded with his outward figure. 
He had lived, notwithstanding, in the 
closest intimacy with Claudius, £^t the time 
when that prince, as yet a private man, 
passed the hours of a stupid and listless 
life in the company of buffoons. Pelignus, 
in a fit of vain-glory, undertook to recover 
Armenia- Having drawn together the 
auxiliaries of the province, he marched at 

VOL. Ill- L 



Digitized b^ 



Google 



14S TH« ANNAW 

BOOK the liead of his forces, and, in bi» rd»ute, 
v^v^ plundered the allies, as if the war was with 
^£i!^ them, instead of the Iberians. Hay^assed 
\u' **y th® sudden incursions of the Barbarians^ 
and deserted by his followers, he was left 
without resource. * In that distress, he fiod 
to Rhadamistus. Bribery soon purchastd 
a man of his description. Hje advised the 
prince to assume the regal diadem, and 
assisted, under arms, at the coix>nation, at 
once the author of the measure, and the 
soldier to support it: A proceeding so 
vile and infamous could not be long un- 
known to the eastern nations. The ch»- 
racter of the Roma;n generals might, by 
consequence, sink into contempt ; and 
therefore, to wipe off the disgrace, Helvi^ 
dius Prisons was sent at the head of a 
legion, with orders to act as exigencies 
might require. That officer pressed foFr 
ward with expeditiofa. He passed mount 
Taurus^ and, in the course, of his march, 
jrestored the public tranquillity, not so 
much by the terror of his arms as by the 
wisdom and moderation of his counsda. 
There was reason, however, to fear that bis 
Approach^ would give jealousy to the Par- 
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^ans.- Toayoid p. rupture with that peo- book 
©le, Helvidiwa was ordered to return with ^--vv 

AUG. 

Ji}^ army into Syria. 'so*. ' 

A- D. 

^ I^» Vcn^QGESEs thought it a fair oppor- 
tvnity to recover the kingdom of Ariqienia. 
'His ancestors had swayed the sceptre of 
that country, and now i^ foreign invader, 
by guilt and treachery, usurped the crown. 
The Parthian king saw his own brother 
Tiridates deprived of power* His pride 
could not brook that any part of his f^ 
mily should be left in that humble condi- 
tion. Determined to dethrone the usurper, 
and invest his brother Tiridates with the 
regal diadem, he put himself at the head 
of a powerful army. The Iberians, withr 
out hazarding a battle, fled before the Par* 
thian monarch* Artaxata and Tigrano- 
certa, the two principal cities -of Armenia, 
opened their gates to the invader. The . 
inclemency of the winter-season, and the 
want of due attentioii to provide for the 
subsistence of an army, brought on a fa- 
mine, and, by consequence, an epidemic 
disease. Vologeses was obliged to aban*- 
dop bis enterprise. Armenia was on^f 

l2 
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BOOK more left defenceless. Rhadamistus seized 

XII 

his opportunity, and returned to his domi* 



^'804-^' nions, elate with pride, and fired with re- 
^;P' sentment against a people who had already 
betrayed him; and with their national in- 
constancy were ready on the first occasion 
to repeat thdr treachery. He mounted 
the throne ; but the people, though inured 
to servitude, grew impatient of the yoke. 
They resolved to depose the usurper, and 
in a body rushed forward, sword in hand, 
to invest the palace. 

LI. Rhadamistus was obliged to con- 
sult his safety by flight. He escaped with 
his wife, and both owed their lives to the. 
speed of their horses. The queen was far 
advanced in her pregnancy. Her dread of 
the enemy, conspiring with conjugal affec- 
tion, served to animate her in the first 
hurry of their flight. She bore t^^e fatigue 
with wonderful resolution. Her condition, 
however, was too feeble for the violence 
df so rapid a motion. Seized with pains 
in her womb, and unable to hold out longer, 
she entreated her husband to end her mi- 
i#ry, and, by a^ honourable death, prevent 
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tibe insults of impending bondage. Rha- book 
damistus was distracted by the violence of v.^w 
contending passions ; he clasped her in his ^'goi.^* 
arms; he supported her drooping spirits, ^i^' 
and, by every tender persuasion, exhorted 
her tQ persevere. Her virtue charmed him, 
and the idea of leaving her to the embraces 
of another, pierced him to the quick. la 
a; fit of despair and love, he drew his sci- 
mitar, and with a hand already imbrued in 
blood, wounded the idol of his heart. In 
that condition he dragged her to the margin 
of the Araxes, and dashed her into the 
river, that her body might be carried away 
bjr the current, and never fall into the 
hands of his enemies. Having thus dis- 
posed of his wife, he fled towards Ibe- 
ria, and pursued his way to his father's 
court. 



Meanwhile Zenobia (so the princess was 
named), floating gently down the stream, 
was seen by the shepherds on the smooth 
surface of the water, struggling in distress^ 
and still with manifest signs of life. The 
elegance and dignity of her form an- 
nounced a person of illustrious rank* Tliey 
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isooK bound up her woundd, and gat^ her Ibtf 

c*w physic of the field. Having soon after 

^'^li!^' learned her na:me, and the story of her 

*ai^* sufferings, they tonveyed her to the tiity 

of Artaxata. From that place fehe was 

conducted, at the public expence, to th» 

court of Tiridates, where she was graciouidy 

jteceived, and treated with all the mark]^ 

of royalty. 

A.U.C. LII. DcnrNGthecdnstulshipofFaustus 

805 

A. D. Sylla and Salvias Othd, an a6cu&ation was 
set on foot against Forius Scribonianus* 
He was charged with having consulted the 
Chaldaeans about the length of the enipe« 
3rot*s reign, and condemned to banishment; 
;Junia his mothfer, who had been Brinerly 
driven into exile, was accused of harbour-p 
ing resentment, and still feeling with in^i 
dignation the severity of her fate. Her 
husVand Camillus,. the father of Scfilbo^ 
nianus, had levied war in Dalmatia, titid 
Obtained his' pardon- Frofifi that cirfcdta^ 
ctance, arid, in the present case, from a 
second instance* of clemency, to a disfa& 
fected family, Claudius took Ocdaaion td 
\k>n$t of his moderation. ; The li^hiippjr 
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exile did not lonir survive his sentence f but fioot 

XII 

whether he died by poison, or a natural s^.-v^ 
death, cannot now be known. Reports ^'^, 
▼ere various at the time. The astrolo- /^^^* 
g&cs and mathematicians were banished 
out! of Italy, by a decree of the senate, 
fill! of rigour, but ending in nothing. Ill 
a speech to the fathers Claudius bestowed 
^"eat commendation on such of the rnern^ 
bers of that assembly as abdicated their 
rank on account of tiieir narrow circum^ 
staiK^es^ Some were unwilhhg to withdraw 
their names, but they were all degraded asi 
obstinate men, who to their poverty added 
pride and insolence. 

LIIL DuaiNG these transactions, 9, 
motion was made in the senate for a law 
to inflict certain penalties on such women 
as should disparage themselves by inters 
marrying with slaves. The senate decreed, 
that all who descended to so mean an act, 
without the consent of the master of the 
slave, should be considered as persons who 
had forfeited their rank, and passed into a 
state of slavery; if the master consented, * 
fais approbattoa should operate as a manu» 
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tion the emperor ascribed to Pallas, and 



805. ' thereupon Barea Soranus, consul elect, 
^5^\ moved, that the author of so wise a measure 
should be rewarded with praetorian orna- 
ments, and a sum of fifteen millions of 
sesterces. By way of amendment to the 
motion, Cornelius Scipio proposed that 
public thanks should be given to a man, 
who derived his origin from the ancient 
kings of Arcadia, and, notwithstanding the 
dignity of his rank, condescended to be 
classed among the ministers of the empe- 
ror, Claudius informed the senate, that 
' Pallas was content with honours, and felt 
no ambition to emerge from his state of 
poverty. A decree was engraved on brass 
{a J J exhibiting to the public eye a pane- 
gyric on the moderation of a manimiitted 
slave, who had amassed no less than three 
hundred millions of sesterces, and, with that 
sum in his pocket, could give so striking 
an example of ancient parsimony. 

LIV. Pallas had a brother known by 
the name of Felix, who had been for 
some time governor of Judaea. This man 
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did not think it necessary to prescribe any book 
restraint to his own desires. He considered v-,-y-J 
his connection with the emperor's favourite ^'J^i.^' 
as a licence for the worst of crimes. The ^' ^' 
Jews, it is true, with a spirit little short of 
open rebellion, had refused, in the reign of 
Caligula, to place the statue of that em- 
peror in the temple. Intelligence of his 
death arrived soon after; but even that 
event was not sufficient to allay the fer- 
ment. Future princes might have the 
same ambition, and the dread of a similar 
order kept the province in agitation. Felix 
inflamed the discontents of the people by 
improper' remedies; and Ventidius Cu- 
manus, to whom a part of the province was 
committed, was ready to co-operate in any 
wicked project. The Galilaeans were under 
the controul of Cumanus ; Felix governed 
the Samarit9.ns. Those two nations, always 
fierce and turbulent, were at variance witH 
each other, and now, when they despised 
their governors, their animosity broke out 
with redoubled fury. 

They waged a predatory war ; laid waste 
each other's lands, rushed from their ambus- 
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tried their strength in regular engagements^ 
The plunder of the war was given up to 
their rapacious governors; who, therefore, 
connived at the mischief* The disorderi. 
of the province grew to an alarming height^ 
insomuch that the two governors werd 
fbrcoi, at last, to have recourse to arms in 
6rder to quell the tumult. The Jews re-^ 
sisted, and numbers of the Roman soldiers 
were massacred in the fray. Quadratus^ 
who commanded in Syria, saw the danger 
ftf an impending war, and, to restolre the 
public tranquillity, advanced at the head 
of his forces. The insurgents, who rose in 
arms against the Roman soldiers, werepu-^ 
hished with death. That measure w^s soon 
deeidedi but the conduct of Felix and 
Cumanus held the general in suspense. 
Claudius, duly apprised of the rebellion, 
and' the causes from which it sprung, sent 
k commission directing an enquiry with 
power to try and pronounce judgement oil 
the two provincial ministers. To make an 
end of all difficulties, Quadratus placed 
J'elix on the tribunal among the judges, 
ind, by that measure, sheltered him frofU 
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his ftnanies. Cumanus was found )rai\ty book 
of the crimes committed by both, and in v.^w 
this manner the peace of the province was ^sos*^ 
restored. ^^J?* 

r LV. CiLiciA was soon after thrown into 
convulsions. The peasants of that coun^ 
try, known by the name of the Clitaeansf a;^ y 
a wild and savage race, inured to plunder 
and sudden commotions, assembled under 
Trosobor, a warlike chief, and pitched their 
i&amp on the summit of a mountain, steep; 
craggy, and almost inaccessible. Fronr 
their fastnesses they came rushing down 
on the plain, and stretching along the coasfe 
attacked the neighbouring cities. ^They 
jdundered the people, robbed the mer^^ 
chants, and utterly ruined navigation and 
commerce. They laid siege to the city q£ 
Anemttrium, and dispersed a body of horsey 
sent from Syria, under Curtius Sevems, td 
the relief of the place. With that detach-i 
ment the freebooters dared to hazard battle^ 
The ground being rugged, disadvantageous 
to cavalry, and convenient only to foot 
soldiers, the Romans were totally routed; 
At length Antiochus, the reigning king of 
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v-^v-^ By popular arts he gained the good will of 
A^, ' the multitude, and proceeded by stratagem 
^6??' against their leader. The confederates 
being ruined by disunion among them- 
selves, Trosobor, with his principal adher- 
ents, was put to death. By conciliating 
measures the rest were brought to a sense 
of their duty. 

LVI. It was about this time, that be- 
tween the lake Fucinus and the river Liris 
(a)j ^ passage was cut through a mountain^ 
That a work of such magnificence fbj 
should be seen to advantage, Claudius ex- 
hibited on the laka a naval engagement, in 
imitation of Augustus, who formed an ar* 
tificial baspn on the banks of the Tiber, 
and gave a spectacle of the same kind, but 
with lighter vessels, and an inferior num- 
ber of mariners. Ships of three and even 
four ranks of oars were equipped by Clau- 
dius, with no less than nineteen thousand 
armed men on board. To prevent a de- 
viation from the fight, the lake was fenced 
round with rafts of timber fcjy leaving the 
intermediate space wide enough to give 
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Itee play to the oars; ample room for the book 
pilots to display their skill, and, in the v^v^ 
attack, to exhibit the various operations of Z^*^,^* 
& sea-fight. The praetorian guards stood ^^^* 
on the rafts of timber, ranged in their se- 
veralcompanies. In their front redoubts 
were raised, with proper engines for throw- 
ing up massy stones and all kinds of missive 
weapons. The rest of the lake was assigned 
to the ships. The mariners and combat- 
ants filled the decks. An incredible mul- 
titude of spectators from the neighbouring 
towns, and even from Rome, attracted by 
"the spectacle, or with a view to pay their 
court to the emperor, crowded round the 
borders of the lake. The banks, the rising 
ground, the ridge of the adjacent hills, pre- 
sented to the eye a magnificent scene, in 
the form of an amphitheatre. Claudius 
and Agrippina presided at the show ; the » . 
prince in a superb coat of mail^ and the 
empress in a splendid mantle, which was a 
complete tissue of entire gold fdj. The 
fleet was manned with malefactors; but 
the battle, nevertheless, was fought with 
heroic bravery. After many wounds, and 
a great effusion of blood, to favour a set 
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300K of wen who had perfonaed ibats of tv^loui^ 
vit-^ the survivors were excused from fight)i}| 
^i*^" to destructicMi. ' • ; 

AD, 

^ LVir. The whole of this juajgnific^ 
spectacle being concluded, the qhanp^;} 
through which the waters flowed was laid 
open, and then it appeared with what Uttl^ 
skill the work wa» executed. The bed wa? 
not sunk deep enough to gain a level either 
with the middle or the extremities of the 
feke. It was found necessary to clear 
away the ground, and give the current a 
freer course. The work was finished with 
expedition, and, to attract a multitude of 
spectators, bridges were thrown over thf 
lake, so constructed as to admit a foot eur 
gagement. On this prodigious platform a 
show of gladiators was exhibited. Neay 
the mouth of the lake a sumptuous banquet 
was prepared ; but the spot was ill-chosen^ 
The weight of a vast body of water rushing 
down with irresistible force, carried awaj 
, the contiguous parts of the works, and 
^hook the whole fabric. Confusion and 
uproar filled the place. The. roar of the 
torrent, and thq noise of materials^ tumbling 
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lii» |prd»d ft gfygieFal alsirm- G)«udms s^tx>bd book 
y^ ftstoBiisJiroent, Agrippina seii»d the 



moment to accuse Narcissus, who had the ^'^.^ 
direction of the whole. She imputed the ^i^* 
wischief to his avarice. The favourite made 
reprisals on the character . of Agrippina. 
amdemmng, without reserve, the impo^ 
^nce of a female spirit, her overbearing 
{Hfide, and boundless ambition. 

liVIII. Djecimus Junius and Quintus a. u.c. 

806. 

Haterius succeeded to the consulship. In a. d. 
the course of the year Nero, who had at* 
tained the age of sixteen, was joined in 
marriage to Octavia, the emperor's daugh- 
ter. To grace his character with the fame 
Cff liberal iscience and the powers of elo- 
t}uence, he undertook the cause of the 
inhabitants of Ilium. The young orator 
began with a deduction of the Roman 
people from a Trojan origin. ^Eneas, the 
founder of the Julian family, and other 
passages drawn from antiquity, but in their 
nature fabulous, served to embellish his 
discourse. He succeeded for his clients; 
and obtained an entire exemption from im#. 
posts of every kind. He was advocate also 
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BOOK for the colony of the Bdognians^ i*^ho had 
v.^v-^ lately suffered by fire. By the rhetoric oi 
806. * their pleader they obtained a grant of one 
^63?* hundred thousand sesterces. The Rho- 
, dians, in like manner, were obliged to hk 
talents. That people, after many yicistsi- 
tudes, sometimes in full possession of their 
privileges, and occasionally deprived of all, 
as they happened to be friendly or adverse 
to the Roman arms, had their rights con- 
firmed in the amplest manner. The city 
of Apamea, which had been damaged by 
an earthquake, owed to the eloquence of 
their advocate a suspension of all dues for 
the term of five years. 

LIX. In a short time after, the conduct 
of Claudius, under the management of the 
wife, presented a contrast of cruelty to all 
these acts of benevolence. Agrippina 
panted for the gardens of Statilius Taurus. 
He had been proconsul of Africa, and 
possessed a brilliant fortune. Tarquitius 
Prisons had served under hinl as his lieu- 
tenant. At the instigation of Agrippina, 
this man preferred a charge against his 
superior officer, founded on some articles 
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of e^tortioii, biit resting chiefly on the book 
practice of magic arts. Taurus was fired v--^ 
with indignation at the perfidy of his col- 806. 
league. Seeitig himself deyoted to de- 53.' 
straction, heTesolved not to wait the finAl 
sentence, and .with his own hand delivered , 
himself fr^na the malice of his enemies. 
The prosecutor was expelled the senate. 
The members of that assembly, detesting 
the treachery of this vile informer, carried 
their point, in spite of the arts and secret 
influence of Agrippina. . 

liX. In the course of this year, the em- . 
peror gave to his favourite political maxim 
the force of a law. He had been often 
heard to say, " that the judicial resolutions 
" of the imperial procurators ought to be, 
*^ in their several provinces, of as high au- 
" thority as if they had been pronounced 
"by himself ."" To shew that this was not 
spoken in vain j the doctrine was confirmed 
by a decree that carried the principle to: a 
greater extent than ever. By a regulation 
made by Augustus, . the Homan k^jghts, 
who ruled the provinces of ^gypt,^ w^re 
empowered j in all <;ases, to hear andi d^ter- 
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IBOOE mine with as full authority as the rmgh* 
strates of Rome. The rule w^ afterwards 
extended to other provinces, and, even at 
Rome, the jurisdiction of the knights ettt- 
braced a variety of questions, which till 
then were '^cognizable by the praetor only. 
Oiaudius enlarged the powers of his favour^ 
ites, and finally vested in that body the 
judicial authority, which had been for age* 
the cause of civil commotions; for which 
the people had shed their blood; and 
which, in those memorable struggles, was 
given by the, Sempronian law faj to the 
equestrian order, till, in some time after- 
wards, the Servilian law restored it to the 
senate. In the wars between Marius and 
Sylla this was the cause of that fierce con- 
tention ; but, in those turbulent times, the 
different orders of the state were engaged 
in factions against each other. The party 
that prevailed, called itself the Public, and 
made laws in the name of the common- 
wealth. Caius Oppius and Cornelius Bal- 
bus, supported by Augustus, were the first 
who decided the rights of war and peac6. 
Tq mention, after them, the names of 

Matius/ Vedius, and others of the eque«^ 
\ 
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triafl ordef • seems now entirely needless ; book 

' . ' XII. 

since we find the enfranchised slaves of ^.^^^s^ 
CFaudittS, men no higher than ihere dd- 'go^. 
mestic servants, raised to a level with the \^^' 
prince, and armed with the authority of 
the laws. 



LXI. AoRAjiTTtothepeopleofCoos^flt^, 
of a general immunity from taxes, was the 
Bext measure proposed by the emperor* 
He introduced the question with a splendidv 
account of their ancient origin. " The 
" Argives, or, at least, Goeus, the father of 
" Latona, first settled on the island. jEscu- ' 
** kip^us arrfV'ed soon after, and carried 
•• with' him the invention of medicine. 
*^ That useful science continued', in his 
" femily through a lang line of descend-^ 
•* ants."^ He mentioned by name the seve*- 
ral persons in regular succession, and the' 
period of time in which they flourished. 
He added, that Zenophon, his own phy- 
flieian; was descended from that illustrious 
family. The exemption, therefore, now 
i*equested by a man of such distinguished 
Eminence, ought to be granted, in favour 
of ari island so famous in story, to the end 

M 2 
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BOOK that the inhabitants, free from CTcry bur-' . 

v^^^ then, might dedicate themselves altogether 

^'sos.^' to the worship of their God. A more 

^53^* substantial plea of merit might have been 

urged in their favour. They could boast, 

with truth, of singular services done to the 

Romans, and could set forth the victories 

obtained by their assistance ; but Claudius, 

with his usual facility, chose to gratify the^ 

wishes of an individual, and, in his op^inion, 

the favour which he conferred ought not 

to be varnished with considerations of a 

public nature. 

LXII. The deputies from By2antium/<i>^ 
were a.dmitted to an audience before the 
seriatim* They prayed to be, relieved from 
the heavy rates and duties under which 
they laboured. They relied on the merit 
of having been, for a length of time, the ' 
faithful allies of Rome. They traced the 
history of, their services from the war in 
Macedonia, when the king of that country, 
on account of his degenerate character, 
was called Pseudophihppus, or Philip the 
False fbj. They alleged, moreover, the 
succoui^ which they sent against ;Anti-. 
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ocbusfc>); against Perses, and Aristonicus; book 
tbe assistance, which they gave to An- v---y-^, 

A TT f 

tony (d) in the piratic war^ and, after- 'goe. ' 
ifards, to Sylla, to LucuUus, and Pompey. ^i3, ' 
Nor did thev omit their zeal for the Caesars 
at the tiipe when they entered Byzantium, 
and foi^nd not only a free passage for their 
fleets And armies, but likewise a safe con- 
veyance for their provisions and military 
stores. 



LXIII. Byzantium, it is well known, 
stands at the extremity of Eutope, on the 
iiiirrow strait that* separates Europe from 
Asia. The city was built by the Greeks, 
who were led to the spot by the Pythian 
Apollo. They consulted that oracle about . 
the proper place for a new city, and re- 
ceived for answer^*i;hat they should choose 
a foundation directly opposite to the terri- 
tory of the blind. The advice, though dark 
and mysterious, pointed at the people of 
dhalcedon (a)^ the first adventurers in that 
part ,of the world, who had their oppor^ 
tunity to seize the best situation, and, 
through want of discernment, chose the 
worst Byzantium enjoys maijiy advanr 
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BOOK tasnes : the soil is fertile, and the' sea abomi<l» 

s,^^^ vtith £sh, occasioned by tbe pDodigious 

^806.^' shoals, that pour dowa from the Pontic 

\P' sea, and, to avoid the nocks which lurk be^ 

Beath the waves on the Chakedonian coasl^ 

. ' . make directly to the opposite shore, and fall 

i»to thd bay of Byzantium. Tihe 6$\»rj 

was at first a gr^t bmnch of coraparce* 

In process of time, the trade was cramped 

by excessive impositions ; and to be Kr 

lieved, either by a total extinction, or, at 

le^st, a reduction of the duties, was now 

the piayer of their petiticm» Claudius wai 

mclined to favour their cause: in the lato 

ware in Thrace and Bosphonis, they had 

suffered heavy losses ; and it was tberelbie 

« proper to grant them e compensation. 

They were accordingly freed from all dutki 

for tlie term of five yeaJI, 

A.U.C. LXIV. Jin the consulship of Marcui 
A.b. A'sinius and Manius Acilius, a suooessioa 
of prodigies kept the minds of men in con^ 
stant dread of some violent convulsion ia 
the state. The tents and entigniR of the 
soldiers were set on fire by a flash of light- 
ning; a swarm of bees settled oo the 
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capitol; women were delivered of mom book 
strous births; and a pig, as soon a$ farrowed, 
had the talons of a hawk. It happened, 
at this time, that every order of the magi-' 
3tracy was short of its proper number, the 
public having lost by death, within a few 
months, a quaestor, an aedile, a tribune, a 
pi^tor, and a consul. This was recl^oned 
among the prodigies. Amidst the conster- 
nation that covered the whole city, no per- 
son whatever was so seriously alarmed as 
Agrippina. Claudius, it seems, had said in 
conversation, that, by some fatality, it had 
been his constant lot to bear, for a time, 
the irregularities of his wives, and in the 
end to punish them. The expression fell 
from him in his liquor. Agrippina knew 
the force of it, and resolved to take her 
measures beforehand. But Domitia Le- 
pida, whom she hated for female reasons, 
was to be the first devoted victim. She 
was the daughter of the younger Antonia^ 
great-niece. to Augustus, and sistertoCneius 
Dcmiitius (aj^ the first husband of the em- 
press. Proud of these advantages, Lepida 
considered herself no way inferior to the 
imperial consort. Their age, their beauty. 
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XIL 

both of dissolute manners, proud, fierce^ 
lascivious, and in their vices, no less than 
their views of ambition, determined rivals. 
Which of them should have entire do- 
minion over the mind of Nero, the aunt or 
the mother, was the point in dispute be- 
tween them. Lepida made her approaches 
to the young prince by affability and sofi> 
ness of manners. Her liberality and en- 
dearing tenderness gaiaed" the affections of 
the prince.. Agrippina behaved with the 
authority of a mother, eager to grasp the 
imperial dignity for her son, and when she 
gained it, unwilling to own him for her 
sovereign. 

LXV. A CHARGE was framed against 
Lepida, importing, " That by magic arts 
" she aspired to the emperor's bed, and, by 
" neglecting to bridle the insolence of hef 
:" numerous slaves in Calabria, she shewed 
" herself an enemy to the peace of Italy.'* 
She was condemned to die. Narcissus 
endeavoured to avert the sentence; but 
his efforts were ineffectual. That minister 
had for some time beheld Agrippina with 
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■deep Jnistrast. He saw through her de- «ook 
signs,^ and, to his select friends, did not v.»-y^ 
scruple to decl&re, " "Riat whatevet |)ecame ^Jl}.^ 
'^ of the succession, whether it devolved on U. * 
" Nero or Britarniicu^, the dilemma would 
*^ either way be- fetal to himself. He was 
" bound, however^ to the emperor by ties 
^* of gratitude, and in his service was ready 
" to lay down his life. It was by his coun- 
" sels that Silius and Messalina were both 
"undone. Should Nero seize the sove- 
" reignty, the crimes of his mother might 
** bring forward the same catastrophe ; and • 
" if BritannicuB succeeded to the empire, 
" with that prince he had no claim of merit* 
". At present, a stepmother plans the ruin 
" of the imperial house. To look on in 
** silence,' and yield to her towering ambi-* 
" tion, were a more flagitious crime, than 
*^ to have connived at the vices of the em- 
" peror's former wife. But the vices of the 
** fonner wife are now renewed by Agrip- 
" pina. Her adulterous commerce with 
" Pallas is too well known ; audit is equally 
^* known, that her modesty, her fame, her ^ 
.^ honour, and even her persop, all are sub- 
" servient to her ambition/' Such was the 
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fM-v^ ia» QtDotions be embraced Biitatuiicus ; hf 
^S^' l^9P^ to see bust jg^ir up 4o soan's esl^t^ j 
^y jbie fifed bis ^yeis oa the jptrince ; be lifted 
K^ bis bands to the gods» devoutly praying 
that, he might Uve to crush the eneo^ies of 
|ijs £uther, even though all, who took an~ 
active part a^iinst his mother, should be 
dooioed to perish with th0m» 

. LXVI. In the midst of the§e disfrao 

jtioxiSy Claudius was attacked by a fit of 

iJJaess^ For the recovery of his health he 

set out for Siuuessa (a)^ tp try the effect of 

j^ ffiilder air^ and the salulidious traters of 

,tbe place. A^ippina thought she had now 

4^ ^opportuuity to execute the black design 

jwbiqh shie had lpog.«iiice harboured in her 

Jbreast Instruments of guilt were xea^y 

at her beck, but the choice of the poison 

was still to be considered : if quick and 

. sudden in its operation, the treachery vfould 

be manifest; a slow corrosive would biing 

On a lingering death. In that case, the 

4an^ was» tk^t the cQnspitacy,mi]^t, in 

the interval, be detected, or, in the weiak- 

. nesjgf and decay of nature, the affections of 
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a £|tl»er migkt retuni, and {^ad in fevour bock 
of Britanniciis. She resolve4 to try a com- v.^-v^ 
pound of new and exquisite ingredients, ^ «^.^* 
sncb as would make directly to the brain, ^P* 
yet not bring on an immediate dissolution. 
A person of well-known skill in the trade 
of poisoning was chosen for the business.. 
This was the famous Locusta; a woman 
lately condemned as a dealer in clandestine 
practices, but reserved among the instru- 
ments of state to serve^ the purposes of 
dark ambition. By this tool of iniquity 
the mixture was prepared. The hand to 
administer it was that of Halotus, the 
ciUnuch, whose business it was to serve the 
^nperor's table, and taste the viands for 
his master* 

LXVII. The particulars T)f this black 
conspiracy Iranspired in some time after, 
and found their way into the memoirs of 
the age. We are told by the writers of 
that day, that a palatable dish of mush- 
roomig^ was the vehicle of the poison. The 
effect was not soon perceived. Through 
excess of wine or the stupidity of his 
nature^ perhaps the strength of his con* 
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fiooK stitution, Claudius remained insenuble. 
w-v-^ An effort of nature followed, and gave him 
^'w.^* some relief Agrippina trembled for her- 
^^* self. To dare boldly was now her best ex- 
' pedient. Regardless of her fame, and all 

that report could spread abroad, she had 
recourse to Zenophon, the physician, whom 
, she had seduced to her interest. . Under 
pretence of assisting Claudius to unload his 
, stomach, this man, it is said, made use of 

a feather tinged with the most subtle poi- 
son, and with that instrument searched the 
emperor's throat. With the true spirit of 
an assassin he knew, that, in atrocious 
deeds, a feeble attempt serves only to cdn- 
found the guilty, while the deed, executed 
with courage, consummates all, and is sure 
to earn the wages of iniquity. 

LXVIII. Meanwhile, the senate was 
convened, and, though the emperor had 
bieathed his last, the consuls and the 
pontiffs joined in vows and supplications 
for his recovery. Medical preparations 
were still applied to a lifeless body, and 
the farce of attending the sick was eour 
tinued, till proper measures were takefn for 
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the succession of Nero. Agrippina, with book 
a dejected mien, affected to sink under the v-^w 

' • A U C» 

weight of afHiction. She looked round for 807'. 
consolation^ and seeing Britannicus, she 54/ 
folded^ him in her arms, and called him^ 
with expressions of tenderness, the image 
of his fether. She detained him with fond 
caresses, and never suffered him to leave 
the apartment. With the same deceitful 
arts she contrived to decoy his two sisters^ 
Antonia and Octavia.. The avenues of the ^ 
palace were closely guarded, and, at inter- 
vals, favourable accounts of the emperor 
were issued, the better to keep every thing 
in suspense, and amuse the hopes and fears 
of the soldiers, till, the arrival of the pro- 
pitious moment, promised by the Chaldaean 
astrologers. 

LXIX. At lengthy on the third day be- 
fore the ides of October Y«^ 5 about noon, 
the palace-gates were thrown open. A 
praeto^an cohort, as usual, was drawn up 
under arms. Nero, attended by Burrhus, 
made his appearance, and, on a signal 
given by the commanding officer, the 
soldiers received him with shouts and ac- 
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BOOK clantaticms. He was immediately f^tlt iDto-' 

v-pv^ a litter*^ Some of the soldiers^ we are told/' 

^•gj^;^* even in that seene of joy and nproar, 

^54?* looked around for Britannicus^ and asked- 

in vain for that unfortunate prince* Kone 

of hb party appearing, they yielded to tlie 

impulse of the moment. Nero was* convey-* 

ed to the camp. He addressed the aoldiei^ 

in a speech suited to the occamon, afid^ 

promised a donative, equal to the liberality 

r of bis deceased fether. He was proclaim* 

ed Emperor of Rome. The voice of the 

army was confirmed by the senate. Tfie 

l^ovinces acquiesced without i^hfctanee. 

Divine honours were decreed to the memory 

of Claudius, and funeral ceremonies, tiot 

inferior to the magnificence that attended 

the remains of Augustus. In this article, 

. ' Agrippina was willing to vie with the pomp 

displayed by her great-grandmother Livia. 

The will of thcf deceased emperor was not 

read in public. The preference given to 

the son of his wife, in prejudice fo the 

rights of his own immediate issue j might 

raise a spirit of discontent, and alienate the 

/ affections of the people. 
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I. 

The new reign opened with the mur- book 

mil 
der of Junius Silanus (ajj proconsul of Asia. s..iv^ 

The deed was perpetrated, by the contriv- ^'J^.^' 
ance of Agrippina, without the knowledge ^i^' 
of Nero. In the character and conduct of 
Silanus there was nothing that could pro* ^ 
yoke his fete. Under the preceding em- 
perors he had led a life so inactive, that he 
fell into contempt, and was called by Ca- 
ligula, ," The Golden Calf/' But Agrip- 
pina had cut off his brother Lucius Silanus^ 
and lived in fear of the vengeance due to 
her dnme*. JHer son Nero, not yet arrived 
at yeafSi;of discretion, was raised by her 
trfiacherQUS arts to the sovereign power^* 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



182 THE ANNALS 

BOOK and, in opposition to that measure, the 
v-^v^ public voice was loud in favour of Silanus, 

A U C ^ 

307'. • a man every way qualified, of an under^ 
^^' standing matured by years, an unblemish- 
ed character, by his birth illustrious, and 
(what was then of great importance) de- 
sceoded from the house of Caesar. Sila- 
nus, in fact, was the greai-^andson of Au« 
gustus. These circumstances conspired to 
work his ruin. ' The actors in this dark 
transaction were Publius Celer, a Roman 
knight, and Helius, an enfranchised slave; 
both employed in 'Asia to collect the roi- 
venues of the prince* At a public frast 
tfaofiie two conspirators administered a dose 
of poison to the proconsul with so littie 
precaution, that secrecy did not seem to be 
worth their care. The nltirdcr of Nafeis* 
sos^ the freedman of Claudius, va^ dis^ 
patched with as little ceremony. The 
quarrel between him and Agrippina fb) has 
bqen already stated. He was thrown into 
^sofi, and ther^ confined in dose and 
ligorous eustody, till, driven to the ei^tre* 
mky of ^ant, he put an end ^ to his diisery 
itkfa his own hiaiid. Nero wished4o proi* 
Ufng his days. Thai secret vicdft^^f the 
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furince, though they had not then broke out book 
into action, inclined him, by a wonderful w^^ 
bias of nature, to favour a man in whose ^'J^. 
avarice and prodigality he saw the coun« ^'J^ 
terpart of himself^ 

II, A i^uMBEK of other victims wew 
msurked fixr destruction ; and Rome would 
have been a theatre of bloody had not Afra« 
niusBurrhus and Annaeus Seneca prevented . 
the impending danger. The ieducation 0( 
the emperor had been committed to those 
two ministers: both high in power, and 
yet (unconunon as it is) free from jealousy; 
possessing diflferent talents, united by sen^ 
timent, and each, in his peculiar province, 
of great consideration* Burrhus gave the 
prince instructions in the military sciehde, 
and the austerity of his manners added 
weight to his precepts^ Seneca taught the 
principles of eloquence, and chani^ by 
the suavity of his manners^ The two pre* 
oq>tors exerted their joint endeavours to 
fix in tiie prince's mind the principles of 
tistlie, or, if that could not be^ to restrain 
]n6 np«!W|hful |mssibns, and, by moderate 
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v^vr^ elegant, if not inndceiit pleasures. 

A.U.C. 

807- 

^4^* Agrippina threw difficulties in their 
way. Fierce with all the passions that at* 
tend inordinate ambition, she was sup- 
ported, in her worst designs, by Pallas, that 
pernicious favourite, who incited Claudius 
to an incestuous marriage, arid advised the 
adoption of Nero ; two fatal measures, 
by which that emperor was precipitated 
to his ruin. But it was not in the temper 
or genius of Nero to bend :to. the politics 
of a freedman ; on the other hand, the ar- 
rogance of Pallas, who aspirfed above him- 
self, gave disgust to the prince. Public 
honours^ in the mean time, were bestow- 
ed with a lavish hand on the emperor's 
mother. To a tribune, who, according to 
thfe military practice, asked for the word, 
Nero gave *' The best of mothers/' 
Tw^o lictors,' by a decaree of, the senate, 
were ordeiied to iatterid her person. She 
was,*at;tbei(fam;e time, declared the. priests 
ess of: Ghndim^'i The futaetal of jithftt 
prince was perf<S«med'mtb a^ the ^pemrp hqC 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



OF TACITUS. , 185 

censorial obsequies, He was, afterwards, book 

XIII 

added to the number of tkc gods* ^^v^ 

A.u.a 

807- 

III. Nebo pronouaced the funeral ora-- ^^^ 
tion. He represented, ip the brightest co- 
lours, the illustrious birth, of the deceased 
emperor, the number, of his consulships, 
and the triumphal honours of bis ancestors. 
On those topics he dwelt with propriety, 
and compianded attention. The taste of 
Claudius for the liberal arts, and the 
undisturbed tranquillity that prevailed 
throughout his reign, afforded ample room 
for pan^yric, and the orator was heard 
with pleasure. But when the judgement 
and political wisdom of Claudius were 
mentioned with praise, and decorations of 
language, the ridicule was too strong, and 
none could refrain from laughter. And 
yet the speech was written by Seneca, in 
a style of elegance peculiar to that amia- 
ble writer, who possessed a vein of wit and 
fancy, that charmed the taste pf the age 
in which he lived. It was ol3served, on 
this occasion, by jnen advanced, in life, 
who love, at Ieisu?j?j td compare the past 
with the present times^ : th»t^of all the emr 
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KWK praon, Nero vas the fimt, who was content 
to be the or^m of another's eloqueDce. In 



g07- " Caesar the dictator the most eminent ora* 
^^' tors found an illustrious rtiral. Augustus 
had a flow of language, easy, clear, and 
eopious, well suited to the dignity of a 
prince. Precision was the talent of Tibe- 
rius; and if his meaning was sometimes 
obscure, it was when he chose to be dark 
and impenetrable. The confused and tur^ 
bulent genius of Caligula did not transfuse 
itself into hisdiscourse* Even in Claudius, 
wlien lie came with a speech prepared and 
stildied, there was no want of elegance. 
Nero, in the prime of life, took a diff^^nt 
turn, and, with lively parts, applied him- 
self to other objects. Engraving (a) , paint* 
ing, music, and horsemanship, were his fa* 
, vourite pursuits. At intervals he was fond 
of poetry, and his verses ^ewed that he 
had, at least, a tincture of letters. 

IV. Haviko played the part of a pub- 
lic mourner, Nero made his appearance in 
the senate. - He began with a flodd com«- 
pHment to the authority of the fathers, and 
the concurrent suffrages of the ar^iy, which 
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nibod lain to the imperial dignity; He bcxmc 
added, ^ tbat ke had many bright exam ^^' 



" pies to excite emulation, and in hb conn-i ^^^ 
^* cilfi superior wisdom to direct his con- ^;^- 
^^ duct. His youth had not been engaged 
^ in civil commotions, and to the rage of 
*^ cxintending factions he was, by ecMdse^ 
^ quence, an utter stranger. He brought 
^ mth him no private animosity, no sense 
" of injuries, no motives to inspire revenge; 
" He explained the system of government, 
" which he intended to puisue; the abuses 
^ which occasioned discontent and mur-* 
" murings in the former rdgn, were to be 
** reformed altogether; and, in particular, 
^ the decision of causes, he was determine 
^ ed, should no longer depend on the au^ 
** thcMTity of the prince*. The practice of 
^ hearing in a ehaniber of the palace (a)- 
^* the accuser and the accused^ and theceby^ 
^ subjecting the lives and forttmes of n^nr 
*^ to the influence of a few favourites, was 
^' to be abolished. In his palace nothing^ 
^* should be venal ; nothing carried by in^ 
•^ trigue, by bribery, or secret influence. 
** The revenues of the prince, and the pidv 
^' lie treasure, should be distinct 9nd sepia^. 
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BOOK ^ rate rights. The senate might retain the 

v--^^ " foil exercise of the powers vested in that 

*w.^ *' assembly by the spirit of the constitu-* 

^54?* ** tioo. Italy and the provinces might, in 

" all cases, addtess themselves to the tri- 

^' bunal of the consuls, and, through that 

** channel, find their way to the senate. 

*^ The executive power over the army was 

** his peculiar province^ and he claimed no 

« more (b):' 

V. The promise was fair, ancl for some 
time r^ularly observed. The fathers, of 
their own authority, made several regula- 
tions, and among other things ordained, 
that no advocate should hire out his talents 
in any cause whatever- The law requiring 
(a) a spectacle of gladiators from such as 
were chosen to the office of quasstor, was 
Mitxrely, abrogated. To these resolutions, 
tending, in effect, to repeal the acts of 
Claudius, Agrippina made a strong op- 
position. In order to carry her point, she 
caused the senate to be convened in the 
palace, where, at a convenient station at 
the door behind the arras, she might con* 
cea^ her person, and overhear the dtbate^ 
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1^ fatheiTs acted with a spirit of indepeod^ bdok 
ence, and a decree was passed accord- <^ry^ 
ingly. On a subsequent occasion the .lup- ^S?.^' 
ba^sadors of Armenia w;ere admitted to* an ^'^ 
audience before the prince* Agrippins^ 
advanced to the tribunal to i^l^e hei^ seat, 
and preside with joint authority. All who 
beheld,the scene were struck with teri[or 
and amazf^ent, when Seneca, in the ge- 
neral coniuSiion, had the presence of mind 
to bid the emperor step forward to meet ' 
bis mothen . Under an appearance of filial 
piety, the .honour of the, state was saved« 

VL Towards the end of the year, a 
report prevailed that the Parthians bad 
oncQ more invaded Armenia, and that Rha- 
damistus, tired pf a kingdom so often taken 
«nd retaken, declined to; end the dispute 
by force of arms. At Rome, where public 
affairs were discussed with freedom, the 
popular opinion was, " that Nero, young 
" in life, just out of his seventeenth year, 
•' would not be equal to a conjuncture so 
" arduous and important. What depend- 
^^ ence could be had on the flexibility of a 
" boy, still under the government of his 
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Bcxne *^ mother? |l« luid tmoHt indeed; but 

«^^ *' trouM the^ undeiftilke tbe command^^ 

^'m^' *• fttrtiies, the condoet of «ieges, and' all 

^' <* the various opemtions of wat?* It wBrt 

ftfgued ott the other band, *< th&t the ^vtafi^ 

*' tion of ttfSkit^ was better tbatn it €i6\M 

*• hare been under a prinee like Ckadiu^ty 

* worn oat with age, and Aunll'in sloth, 
** the willing dtipc of Mi» Ikt'oorrte freed* 
** men. Burrhus. and Seneca were men 

* of, experience : And, with such advisers, 
** why concltide that Nero, bordering ott 
** the season of ttKinly tigotfr, was nne^nti 
" to the task? Pompey, at the age of 
♦♦ eighteen, and Octavianos Csesatj having 
** barely passed his nineteenth year, wew 
** both ttt the head of armies, in times big 
** with danger, amidst the distractions of a 
** civij wan It is by the wisdom of tkeit 
" councils, and not by peraonal valoni', 
** that princes are crowned with glory; 
« Whether the cabinet of Nero was filled 
** with evil counsellors, or with men of 
'♦talents and integrity, would sOon beevi- 
** dent. If the emperor, without regard- 
*• ing party connections and court intrigue, 
** chose a general^ not on account of his 
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^* wealth aad ibtercst^ Imt for bis ^fitary ioot 

^^ character, the quention would be then ^v^ 

" fairly decided/' , ^J^.^^ 

a.d: 

VIL While these diffeiteat opmioti* 
kept the public mind in agitatidn, Nero 
ordered levies to be made in the easterii 
fiations, and the legions, thus recruited, to 
take post on the confines of Armenia. He 
desired^ at the same time, that Agrippa fa) 
Md Antiochus, two oriental kings, should 
hold their forces in readiness to enter the 
territory of the Parthians. For the con* 
venience of his armies, bridges were thrown 
dver the Euphrates. The lesser Armenia fbj 
was committed to AristobuluSj and the . 
country called Sophenes (c) to $ohemu5 : 
both princes were allowed to assume the 
ensigns &f royalty^ In this crisis a fortu- 
nate circumstance gave a sudden turn in 
favour <rf Rome. Vardanes^ the son of 
Vologeses, became a competitor for the 
crown in opposition to his father. The 
Parthians were, by consequence, obliged 
to recall their armies^ and under* ccrfour of 
deferring, not of abandoning the^ war, Ar- 
menia was evacuated. 
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BOOK VIIL The fatibers extorted these trans^ 

XIII. . * •' 

v-w actions with their usual strain/of flattery. 

A IT O 

807. * They voted that prayers and public thanks- 
^6^* giviiigs should be offered to the gods, and 
that during the solemnity Nero,, adorned 
with a triumphal robe^ should enter the city 
with all the i^plendour of an ovation- It 
was farther resolved, that in the. temple of 
Mars the Avexjger a statue should be erectr 
ed to the prince, in form and dimension 
equal to that of the gpd,, Amidst this 
servile adulation, the appointment of Do- 
mi tins Corbuloto the command of the army 
in Armenia, gave universal satisfaction. 
The road to preferment, men began to 
hope,, would, from that time, be open to 
talents and superior m^rit. By the ar- 
rangement which was settled in the east, 
part of the auxiliaries, with two legions, 
were stationed in Syria, under the com- 
mand of Ummidius Quadratus, tj^e gover- 
nor of that province. An equal number 
of legionary soldiers and allies, besides the 
cohorts and light troops that wintered in 
Cappadocia, were assigned to Corbulo,, 
The kings in alliance with Rome had di- 
rections to co-operate with those generals^ 
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as the events of war sboulcl bapptti to re- book 
quire« Corbulo was high in favour with w-^y^ 
the princes of the east. Aware that fan)e^ ^'mr^* 
inr the beginning of all military operations^ ^^j^"" 
mkkes a deep impression^ that general ad^ 
vanced by rapid jouimeys ^ and at iBgea (d)y 
a city of Cilicia^ m^t Quadratus, who chose 
an interview at that place^ rather than wait 
till Corbulo shewed himself at the head of 
his army in the province of Syria, where he 
had reason to fcsar that the eyes of the 
people would be fixed on his rival in com-^ 
tnand« The fact was, Corbuio possessed 
BKiny advantages : in his person manly, cif 
a remarkable st^ure, and in his discourse 
magnificent, he united with experience and 
consammate wisdom those exterior ao 
eompMshments, which, though in them- 
;SdYes of no real value, give an air of ele- 
gance even to trifles* 

IX« Te£ two commanders sfenta joint 
message to Vologeses, warning him to pre- 
fer tibc sweets of peace to the calamities of 
war,, and, by sending hostages, to mark 
h» respect for the Roman name. The 
PartfaisHi monareb, intending to wait for a 

VOL. ill. o 
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BOOK more iarourable opportunity^ or, peribaps^ 
/wishing to remove from his court his most 
dangerous enemies, gave up as hostages the 
most distinguished of the line of the Ar- 
saeides. Histerius, a centurion, sent by 
Quadratus with orders to travel with ex- 
pedition, received the hostages under h» 
care ; but Corbulo, apprised of this artful 
project, dispatched Arrius Varus, the com^ 
mander of a cohort, to claim the care and 
custody of the Parthian nobles. The cen* 
turion rented. A warm dispute ensued 
between the two officers, till at length, that 
they might not exhibit a ridiculous scene 
to foreign nations, the matter was referred 
to the decision of the hostages themselves, 
and the ambassadors who accompanied 
them. The Parthians, struck with the re* 
cent fame of the commander in chief, and, 
as often happens even among enemies^ 
conceiving the highest respect for his per- 
son, gave the preference to Corbulo. Hence 
a new aiource of discord between the two 
generals. Quadratus complained, that tho 
honour which he had acquired wa^ unfairly 
wrested from him. , Gorbulo maintained 
his right, insisting that the idea of deliver* 
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log up liostages hdd nevei" occurred to book 
Vologeses, till such time as his hopes were s..^v^ 
humbled by the name of the superior offi- ^'go;. * 
cer who had the conduct of the war. To ^i^* 
appease iheir jealousy ^ Nero issued an 
Order^ that on account of the prosperous 
events achieved by the conduct of both 
generals^ the imperial fasces under each of 
them should be decorated with wreaths of 
laureL These transactions happened in 
different years; but, for th^ sake of per- 
spicuity, they are here related in one con- 
nected series. 

X. In the course of the same year, Nero 
desired that by a decree of the senate a 
3tatue might be erected to his father Cneius 
Domitius !^nobarbus, and that ^sconius 
Labeo, his former tutor, might be honour* 
ed with the consular ornaments. The se-, 
nate proposed, that statues of solid gold 
or silver should be erected in honour of the 
prince; but Nero had the modesty to re- 
ject the offer. A law was also in agitation, 
by which the year was to begin from De- 
cember, the month in which Nero was 
borh. This too was over-ruled. The em- 

o2 
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HOOK peror resolved to continue the old styie^ 

wrw dating the year from the calends of Ja#- 

8P7. * nuary ; a day rendered sacred by the estar^ 

U. blished religion of the Romana. An attempt 

was made to arraign Carinas Celer, a mem^ 

ber of the senate, and Julias Densi^a, of 

the equestrian order. The first was ao« 

cused by his slave; the crime objected to 

. the latter was his attachment to Britan* 

nicus. Both prosecutions were suppres&ed 

by order of tiie emperpr. • 

A.U.C. XI. Nero and Lucius Antistius wefe 

808. , Tx . 1 1 . 

A. D, the next consuls. 'Dunng the solemmty . 
of swearing the magistrates, according to 
custom, on the acts of the emperor. An* 
tistius had it in command not to include 
in his oath tike acts of the reigning prince; 
an instance of modesty and self-denial, 
which the fathers thought could not be toc^ 
highly commended. They were lavish of 
praise^ in hopes that the sense of honest 
fame, eyea in matters of little moment, im- 
planted early in the mind of a young man, 
might shoot up to a principle of honour, 
and the love of solid glory. In a short time 
aft^, Nero distinguished himself by an act 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OF TACITUS. igf 

of clemency m the casd df Plautiiis Lateral book 

XlII 
nus faj^ who^ for his criminal intrigues v-^w 

Vith Mes»Ima, had been expelled the *ii.«- 

senate. The emperor restored hiiti to his ^^j** 

rank. He even bound himself to observe 

throughout his reign the virtues of human*^ 

ity. This promise he renewed in several 

Speeches prepared for him by the pen of _ 

Seneca, and probably written to display 

the moral lessons which the philosopher 

taught, or to shew the brilliant talents of 

thSit lively writer. 

XII. The authority of Agrippina was 
now on the decline. An enfranchised fe- 
ttiale slave of the name of Actjj (a J had 
gained an entire ascendant over the affeo- 
tions of the prince. To conduct this in*- 
trigue, Nero chose Otho (b) and Claudius 
Senecio for his confidential friends; the 
former descended from a family of con- 
sular rank ; the latter, the son of a freed- 
man belonging to the late emperor. They 
were both elegant in their peraons. TRieir 
taste for debauchery and clandestine vices 
i]itfod0ced them to the notice 6f thie prince. 
ThkAt first apprcmcbes to his friendship 
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BOOK were unperceived by Agrippina : she en-* 
v--^^ deavoured afterwards to remove them from 
^«M.*^' his presence, but her efforts were without 
^A5?' effect. The emperor's friends, though famed 
for wisdom and the severity of their man^ 
ners, made no opposition to his new in» 
trigue. A courtesan, who gratified the.ar*. 
dour of a young man's passion, without 
» injury to any person whatever, was thought 
an object of no importance. Nero, it i$ 
true, was married to Octavia ; but neither 
the nobility of her birth, nor her unspotted 
virtue, could secure his affections- By' 
some fatality, or, perhaps, by the secret 
charm of forbidden pleasures, his heart wag 
alienated from his wife. The connection 
with his favourite concubine served to re- 
strain the prince from other pursuits ; and 
there was reason to fear, that, detached 
from her, he might riot in scenes of higher 
life, and destroy thie peape and honour of 
the noblest familiest 

XIII, Agrippina was fired with in- 
dignation. She complained aloud that an 
enfranchised slave was put in competition 
with the emperor's mother, and a wretch of 
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mean extraction was to be treated as her book 
daughter-in-law. She stormed with all the v^w 
rage of female pride, never reflecting that ^'^,^" 
the prince might see his error, or that sa- ^35^' 
tietj and cold indifference might, in time, 
succeed to the vehemence of youthful 
passion* TJie haughty spirit of the mother 
served only to inflame the ardour of her 
son. He gave a loose to love, and threw 
off all regard for his mother, determined^ 
for the future, to yield to no authority but 
that of Seneca. Among the friends of that 
minister w^s a man of the name of Annaeus 
Serenus faj^ who pretended tp admire the 
person of Acte, and, to throw a veil over 
the growing passion of Nero, conveyed to 
her, in his own name, the presents sent by 
the secret gq^Uantry of the prince. A grip- 
pina thought it time to abate from her fe- 
rocity. She had recourse to art, and hoped 
by gentle methods to regain l^er influence. 
Her own apartment was now at her son's 
service. Love, at his time of life, was na- 
tural and his superior rank demanded 
some indulgence. Under the care and 
management of his mother he might enjoy 
his secret pleasures. She apologized for 
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pooif tke wwmth with which she broke ontat. 

XIII 

1^^.^ fir^t, and evea made an offer of all her 
^808.^' treasure, little inferior to imperial riches. 
^iP/ Her conduct was always in extreme ; vio* 

lent in the beginning, and in the end too 

complying. 

A transition so sudden did not escape 
the obi^ervation of Nero. His confidential 
friends were alarmed. Dreading nothing 
so much a3 the return of Agrippina^s in* 
fluence, they cautioned the prince not to 
be the dupe of a woman, who, in reality, 
9^bated nothing from the pride and arro-* 
gance of her character, though now she 
played an humble, but insidious part. It 
happened at this'' time that Nero examined 
ILrich wardrobe, appropriated to the use^ 
of the mothers and wives of the emperors, 
JHe selected a splendid dress and a con^ 
sideraeble quantity of jewels. These he 
ordered to he presented to Agrippina. The 
things, w^re gay and magnificent, the kind 
p£ Qfnaments that please the taste and 
Tanity of women, and ^ being unasked and 
linex'peeted, they were sent with a bett» 
gr^'Ce, Agrippina construed thi^ civility 
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into an affront. The'desim. she said, was book 

XIII 

not to adorn her persoh, but to deprive her ~v— v-^ 
of the rest of those valuable effects. Her ^'JSe.^ 
|on affected to divide with his mother what ^'^ 
he owed entirely to her protection. Her 
words were reported to the emperor with 
additional malice, 

XIV. In order, by a sudden blow, to 
humble Agrippina and her party, Nero 
dismissed Pallas f'aj from all his employ- 
ments. By the favour of Claudius this 
man had been raised to a degree of power 
that made him assume the air and import- 
ance of first minister, and sovereign arbiter 
of the enipire. As he withdrew from court 
with his train of followers, Nero pleasantly 
said, " Pallas is going to abdicate/* Before 
he retired, it is certain that he had barga^In- 
ed for himself. It was agreed that no in- 
quiry should be had into his conduct, and 
that all accounts between him and the 
public should be considered as closed and 
balanced. The indignation of Agrippina 
was not to be restrained: in a tone of 
menace she endeavoured to intimidate her 
enemies ; even in the emperor^s hearing, she 
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BCXNC excJEumed aloud, '' Britanniciis k erown 
v^^w ^' tip, the genuine issue of Claudius^ and 
^w^' ^^ every way worthy of the succession to 
*^' ^* his father. The sovereignty has been 
•^ wrested from him by an intruder, who 
** owes his title to adoption only, and now 
*^ presumes to trample on the rights of a 
** mother, who gave him all. But every 
** thing shall be brought to light : the mis* 
f* fortunes which she herself had caused in 
•* the imperial family, her incestuous mar- 
^ riage with her uncle, and the poison that 
•* put an end to his life; all shall be dis- 
•* closed, all laid open to the world. By 
•* the favour of the gods Britannicus is still 
•• alive : that resource still remains. With 
•• that young prince she would join the 
•*armyr in the camp should be heard 
** ^e daughter of Germanicus; Burrhus, 
^^and Seneca, the famous exile, might 
♦* present themselves before the praetorian 
^* soldiers; the first with his maimed hand, 
^ and the second, amed with his tropes 
** and flowers of thetoric; both worthy 
^ ministers, fit, in their own opinion, to 
** govern the Roman world .^' In this strain 
siie raved with vehemence^ brandishing 
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her hands, and pouring out a torrent of in* book 

VTTI 

vectiye. She appealed to the deified Clau- Jt^ 
dius; she invoked the manes of themur- ^'^9" 
dered Silani, and of others who perished ^^' 
by her guilt, though now, in return for all, 
she met with nothing but treachery and 
ingratitude. 

XV. These violent declarations made 
a deep impression on the mind of Nero* 
The birth-day of Britannicus, when that 
prince was to enter on his fifteenth year, 
was near at hand. This gave rise to a 
numberof reflections. The turbulent spirit 
of Agrippina, and the character of the 
prince, filled him with apprehensioqs; On 
a late occasion Britannicus had given a 
specimen of early acuteness, slight indeed 
in itself, but such as disposed the people 
in his favour. It happened, during the 
Saturnalian festival (ajy that, among the 
diversions usual among young people, the 
play, " Who shall be king?"^ (b) he^ 
came part of the amusement at court. The 
lot fell to Nero: he imposed his commands 
on the company, in no instance aiming at 
ridicule or inconvenience, till he came to 
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BOOK Britannicus. He ordered the young princ6 
c^v^ to Btand in the middle of the room^ and 
80a. sing a song to the company. By this de* 
^^' vice he hoped that a stripling, not yet ac- 
customed even to sober conversation, much 
less to revelry and^ the joys of wine, would 
be exposed to derision. Britannicus per- 
formed his part without embarrassment. 
His song (c) alluded to his own case,, ex- 
jnnessing the situation of a prince excluded 
from the throne of his ancestors. The 
whole company felt a touch of compassion, 
and, in the moment of gaiety,; when wine 
and the midnight hour had thro\)^n off all 
dissimulation, they expressed their feelingar 
without disguise. Nero found that his 
pleasantry recoiled upon himself. Hatred, 
' from that moment, took possession of his 
heart. Hie furious and implacable spirit 
cf Agrippina kept him in a constant alarm. 
No crime could be alleged against Britan- 
nicus, and, by consequence, there was no 
colour to justify a public execution. 

Nero resolved to act by covert stratagem. 
A preparation of poison was. ordered, and 
Julius Pollio, a tribune of .the praetorian 
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Cohorts, was called in ai» an aoxi^mpUce. This book 

XIII 

man had in his custody the fambns Locusta^ ^^^v^ 
a woman giiiilty of various crimes, and then ^'J^.^* 
under sentence for thejpraptice of admini* 
9tering poiscm. She was made an instru-- 
ment in the conspiracy* For some time 
before,* care had been taken to admit none 
to the presence of Britannicus, but such as 
had IcHig since renounced every principle 
of: honour and of virtue. -The first potion 
was given to Britannicus by his tutors ; but 
being weak, or injudiciously qualified, it 
passed without effect The slow progress^ 
of guilt did not suit the genius of Nero*^ 
He threatened the tribune, and was on the 
point of ordering the sorceress to be put to. 
death. He railed at both as two cowards 
in vice, who wished to save appearances,^ 
and concert a defence for themjselves., while, 
ihey left a dreadful interval, big with fear 
and danger. To appease his wrath, they 
promised to prepare a dose as sure and 
deadly as the assassin's knife. In a room 
adjoij^ing to the apairtment of the emperor 
they mixed a draught, compounded of in- 
gredients, whose sure and rapid quality 
tiiey had already experienced. * 
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BOOK . XVL AccoEDiNG to the custom at 

XIII. 

wv^ that time established at court the children 

AUG 

'808* * of the imperial femily dined, in a sitting 
6&/ posture, with nobility of their own age, 
in sight of their relations, at a table set apart, 
and served with due frugality. Whenever 
Britannicus was^ in this niianner, seated at . 
his meal, it was a settled rule that an at- 
tendant should taste his food and liquor. 
To preserve this custom, and prevent de* 
tection by the death of both, an innocent 
t)everage, without any infusion that could 
hurt, was tried by the proper officer, and 
presented to the prince. He found it too hot, 
and returned it. CJold water, in which the 
poison had been mixed, was immediately 
poured into the cup. Britannicus drank 
freely; the effect was violent, and, in an 
instant, it seized the powers of life: his 
limbs were palsied, his breath was sup- 
pressed,' and his utterance failed. The 
company were thrown into consternation. 
Seme rushed out of the room, while others, 
who had more discernment, staid, but in 
astonishment, with their eyes fixed on Nero, 
who lay stretched at ease on his couch, 
•with an air of innocence, and without emo- ^ 
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tion. He contented himself ivith caknly bcmik 
•aying, ^^ This is one of the epileptic fits w>^ 
•* to which Britannicus has been subject ^JSe.^ 
" from his infancy. The disorder will go ^^ 
^ o£F, and he will soon recover his senses/' 
Agrippina was struck with horror* She 
endeavoured to suppress her feelings; but 
the inward emotions were too strong; they 
•poke in every feature, plainly shewing that 
she was as innocent as Octavia, the sister 
of Britannicus. , By this horrible act the 
emperor's mother saw all her hopes at once, 
cut off, and from so daring a step, she could 
even then foresee that her son would wade 
in blood, aqd add to his crimes the horror 
of parricide. Octavia, though still of tender 
years, had seen enough of courts to teach 
her the policy of smothering her grief, her 
tenderness, and every sentiment of the 
heart. In this manner the scene of distrac* 
tion ended, and the pleasures of the table 
were renewed. 

XVII. One and the same night saw the 
murder of Britannicus and his funeral. Both 
were preconcerted. Without expence, or 
any 'kind of pomp, the prince's remains 
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BOOK were interred in the Field of Mars, under 
v.^v-^ a shower of rain, which fell with such vio* 
^'mi.^ lence, that it passed with the multitude as 
the aure forerunner of divine vengeance ou 
tlie authors of so foul a deed; a deed, npt* 
withstanding all its. horrors^ which many 
vrtae inclined to think of with less severity, 
when they considered that, from the earliest 
times, a spirit of jealousy always {subsisted 
between brothers, and that the nature of 
sovereign power ii such as not to endure a 
Mval. From the writers of that period 
tliece is reason to conclude, that Nero, on 
various occasions, had taken advantage of 
the tender years of Britannicus, and offered 
▼lie indignities to his person. If the anec* 
dote be founded in truth, the death, whicll , 
delivered a descendant of the Claudian 
Hue &i)m foul disgrace, cannot be deemed 
premature or crueL The prince, it is true, 
died in the hour of hospitality, without 
warning, without time allowed to Idi sister 
to take the last farewell ; and his mortal 
enemy saw him in the pangs of death. 
After all his sufferings, the poisoned cup 
was mercy. The hurry with which the 
funeral was performed, wa3 justified hf 
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Nero in a proclamation, stating the prac- book 
tice of the ancient Romans, who ordained 
with wisdom, " That the bodies of such as 
" died in the prime of life should, as soon 
/' as possible, be removed from the public 
** eye without waiting for funeral orations, 
/^•and the slow parade of pomp and cere- 
^* monj. For himself, deprived as he was 
"of. the assistance of a brother, he de- 
" pended altogether on the affections of 
/^ the .people, in full persuasion, that the 
*^ senate, and all orders of men, would exert 
'" their best endeavours to support a prince, 
** who now remained the only branch of a 
^* family born to rule the empire of the 
" world/' After this public : declaration, 
his next care was, by large donations, to 
secure in his interest all his most powerful 
friends, • 

XVIII, The conduct of such as were 
most distinguished by the munificence of 
the emperor, did not pass uncensured. 
They were men who professed integrity, 
and yet did not blush to take palaces (ajy 
country-seats, and extensive lands, all 
equally willing to have share of the plun- 

VOL. in- p 
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^ ^r. By »thiir a^x^giste it <ras Jirgnud, 
4.ii.v^ «hat tii^y oouM mot awoid suhimttdiig iD 
^^f' ike mil lof a i^oitio^ who knew the iiornir 
*^^* igmT Ills crimes, aod hoped bjrliis liberaiity' 
lo snften itlae public resem trafeqli Agniipfiina 
^eootiHued imyAacak^e. Indignatioa fike 
^ Kiel's M/:as not to be appeased by ftf-eseBts. 

iShe xrherisfaed Gctavia witii the tenderesrt 
^ ^gard; she had frequent meetings M^ifth the 
Jeaders of her party ; and, with mose than 
iieo: natural avarice, she collected raoikey in 
all quarters ; she courted &e ^tribunes and 
x)enturions ; and to the thin nobility, la^dh 
then remained, «he paid every msaaSk ctf 
respect, dwelling with pleasure oa their 
Jiaaues, applauding their virtues, with a 
Tiiew to strengthein her interest by a cooU- 
licm of the £arst men in Rome. Nero was 
apprised of all that passed. By his oodeos 
the sentinels who guarded her gates (as 
iiad been donie in the time of Claudius, 
j^nd jsifice iufi decease) wene aH <«^i<ihd]ra(ffiai. 
l[%e German soldiers, ^ho had been addied 
J^ way of doing honour to the empiss€xr^h 
joptli^r, were likewise d^missed iroiin lour 
«ervioe. T^or did the matter jest heBC. Tj> 
^^etsevdbi the luamfanr of htv adherj^tf aM 
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vliiit<»*s« Nefo re^lvte^ to hold a separate 
.Cibiurt. a^ aas^3fed to kis toother th^ 
mMis^m forroorly occupi^ by Antonia. ^'^.^* 
iJe visited her in her sew situatipn^ hv^ ^^' 
bis visits were a state farce : he w«nt with 
A train of attei^dants, md^ after a ^bort 
#alu*e^ toQjk Ws leave with cold dvility. 

KIX. inf the mass of hvunan afiairis ther§ 
m iwthiug so yaia ajad trg^ository as th» 
&«»c«ed pre-0«iin!ei3bce which depe^idp W 
popuku* opinion, without ,a «oliil founds 
-tion to support it. Of thip trwjth Agri|>pimi 
a$ a niielancfoQly pw'oof. Her hwsp wm 
deserted; oo iriend to comfort her; up 
courtier tb flutter at her levee; and none 
ftQ visit her, except a few woQien who fre- 
quented her house, perhaps with a good 
aotention, or, more probably, with the little 
.»ativ0s of female triumph. In the numbea* 
jyas jXwniaSilan?^, form^ly divorced, as h»fi 
jbeen mantiojsied^ froiga Caius Silius, ^t iJbp 
W$tig9}tiQn €^f Messalina;: i^ince l^at tim^ 
«h0 b«¥^»*ne tb^ intiin^J:e .friend of Agrip- 
^na,; by jl^ birth illif^trjous, di$ti9guish^4 
^y heribfeauty^ and not l^j^ sp by her l^gp 
«i:vii(»jp poftdiftpt HfffJ^^n5l|»hip^4j0rq^ 
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BOOK pina, soured afterwards by contentions be- 
v-^-v^ tween themselves, turned to bitter hatred. 
808. A treaty of marriage between Silana and 
"^5*?* Sextius Africanus, a citizen of illustrious 
rank, was rendered abortive bj'^ the ill 
offices of Agrippina. She told the lover, 
that his mistress, though no longer in the 
prime of life, was of a dissolute character, 
and still abandoned to her vicious plea- 
sures. In this act of hostility love had no 
kind' of share. Agrippina had not so much 
as a wish for the person of African us ; but 
-Silana enjoyed large possessions, and be^ 
ing a widow without children, her whole 
fortune might devolve to the husband. 

Silana, from thatmoment, was stung with 
resentment. The season for revenge she 
thought was now arrived, andj, for that pur- 
pose, she employed Iturius and Calvisius, 
two of her creatures, to firame an accusa- 
tion against Agrippina, not on the ground 
I of the old and threadbare story about her 

^rief for Britannicuis, and her zeal for Oc- 
tavia; but with a deeper intent, that re- 
"venge might have its full blow. 'The hed^ 
(tf th6 Accusation wa», that Agrippina liai 
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conspired with Rubellius Plautus, a de^ booIs: 

XIII 

scendant of Augustus, by the maternal line ^— v^ 
in the same degree as Nero, to bring about ^sos.^' 
a revolution, and, in that event, to marry "^55^* 
the usurper, and once more invade the 
commonwealth. With this charge, drawn 
up in form, Iturius and Calvisius sought 
Atimetus, one of the freed men of Domitia, 
the emperor's aunt. A fitter person could 
not be chosen ; he knew the enmity that 
subsisted between his mistress and Agrip- 
pina, and, for that reason, listened eagerly 
to the infoTmation. Having heard the par- 
ticulars, he employed Paris the comedian 
(who had likewise received his freedom 
f^om Domitia), and, by him, conveyed the 
whisper to the emperor, with circumstances 
of aggravatloir. 

XX.TThe night was far advanced,' and 
Nero passed the time in riot and gay ca- 
rousal, when Paris entered the apartment. 
In the prince s parties he had always been 
a pimp of pleasure; but now, a messenger 
of jU news, he appeared with an air of de- 
jection. He laid open the particulars of 
the charge. Nero heard him with dismay 
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w)0t aad teffW. In the first agitations <>f hi* 
y^^ mind he rcisolved to dispatch his mother, 
**&.^' and Plautus, her accomptice. Barphud 
^sy' Tfas lio longer to command the pr^torian 
bdnds: he was the creature of Agrippina, 
raised at first by her influence, and in his^ 
heart a secret friend to her and her interest. 
If we may credit Fabins Rtistkus, a corny 
rtiission was actually made out, and sent 
to Carina Tuscus ; but recalled, at the re- 
quest, of Seneca, who interposed to save 
his friend from disgrace. According to 
Clutius and Pliny, the honour of Burrhus 
was never called in question. To say the 
truth, the authority of Fabius Ru^ticus is 
not free from suspicion. He flourished 
tinder the protection of Seneca, and the 
gratitude of the writer embraces every op- 
portunity to adorn the character of his 
patron. 

The historical Evidence is fairly before 
the reader, agreeably to the design of this 
work, which professes to depend, at all 
time^, on the testimony of authors, when 
ftey agree among themselves ; and, when. 
Ibejf dIfflRgr, te^ state the points in dispute, 
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itiil^t tlie veasons on^ e&ch side. Nera wa» mem 
dMtrsuAsd wiftb doubt ai^nl fe^. In tbe^ v.'^v^ 
IWKiiilt c^ hm thought!!, he deDc^-minad to ^'sob*^' 
d|sp«ldfc hb mother wi^o«it delay. Ifov ^^jl^' 
wasi his liiry to be iresriii^amed tU^ B»f rhus. 
ptedgeKi hiitisel£r i^ the ehai^ge iras teiifted^ 
in defe ^xeetttioii d<me Q>pom her; h^ to b6 
hamA m aiistreF to the accudationf, he said, 
iMsr theti^ of the n^eanesft pei^sKi>nv mu<eh 
HHMw so 0I a^ mochev. I]» tke preseivt ease, 
no dld]^ waj9 made in form; no f)rose- 
ciitor appeared; tiie whole was^ nothiiig 
bttt the ^ht9per oif a busy tale-beatt^p,^ wild 
biotiglil mii^lSlig&AQe^ §0om fbe hoose of ^il 
etKi^ i but the time chosen for the d»s- 
ctpvetyr nifakes the ^faok impi^obabie. Faiis 
titt^ iafofme:r came in the d^d of nigbt; 
mA aliier niian(f bouts spent in earous^g, 
wfe!»l' can be' ecspected, bnt confusion,^ ig- 
iMMtncey^ and fatal temerity? 

■ • 
JiXI. Ni^Bo was pacified by tkisi rea- 
simitig. At the dawn of day, proper per* 
MnS' wefe sent to Agrippina, to isifof m &er 
of the aUbgatione against ber, andf txy hear 
b^ defence. The cofsnnission wasr exe-* 
etttedby Buffrbus m the presence of Seneca, 
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BOOK and a number of freedmen, who were sent 
3^i^ to watch the whole proceeding, Burrhas 
^'^.^' stated the charge ; he named the informers^ 
^55?* and, in a tone of severity, enforced every 
circumstance. Agrippina heard him un-f 
dismayed, and with the pride and spirit of 
her character, replied as follows : " That 
" Silana, who has never known the labours 
" of childrbed, should be a stranger to the 
" affections of a mother, cannot be matter 
" of surprise. A woman of profligate man* 
*^ ners may change her adulterers, but a 
" mother cannot renounce her children. 
*^ If Iturius and Calvisius, two bankrupts in 
I -^ " fame as well as fortune, have sold them- 
*^ selves to an old woman, is it of course 
*^ that I must be guilty of a crime 
" which they have fabricated ? And must 
** my son, at the instigation of t«ro such 
" miscreants, commit a parricide ? Let 
" Domitia shew her kindness to my son ; 
" let her vie with tendernes's like mine, ajid 
*^ I will forgive her hialice ; I will even 
** thank her for it. But she is in league with 
** Atimetus, who is known to be her para^ 
*^ mour : Paris, the stage-player, lends 
?* hi§ aid : the talents that figured iq thfi 

V 
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•^ th^tfe, he hopes, will be able to plan a fiOoK 
** real tragedy, . 

^ At the time when my cares were busy 
*^ to make Nero the adopted son of Clau* 
** dius ; to invest him with proconsular dig* 
** nity, and declare him consul elect : when 
" I was labouring to open to my ison the 
*^ road to empire, where was Domitia then? 
".Her ponds and lakes at Baise en^ossed 
*? all her attention. Stand forth the man, 
*^ who can prove that I tampered with the 
" city-^guards ; that I seduced the pro- 
*f vinc^ from their allegiance, or endea^ 
*^ voured to corrupt the slaves and freed- 
"men of the emperor. Had Britannicus 
".obtained the imperial dignity, could I 
" have hoped to live in safety ? And if Ru- 
'^ bellius Plautus, or any other person, had 
*^ seized the reins of government, can it be 
*^ supposed that my enemies would not 
" have seized their opportunity to exhibit 
" their charge, not for intemperate words, 
" thrown out in the warmth of passion, the 
•* effusion of a mother's , jealousy, but for 
" real crimes, and those of so deep a 
^* dye, that no man can forgive them. 
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BOOK ^^ exd^t a sdD^ &>t v^om tkej waatt editi- 
^^ mitt^d ?"' Such was the bnpi^ge of 
8^^' Agrippina. The wairmth and energy with 
^^' which dbe dehvered hertelf^ made an im- 
pression oa all wW heard her. Tkcrf CB- 
deairaaTed to soften afiiicticii^, and iiutijgatte 
the violdDce of her feefiiigs* Sbe dtfmandttd 
aa inteFview with her son,, and Ae mett* 
ing^ was graoted. In hif pm9&isc0 Ae 
scorned to enlef into a Tindseatiaei of 
hersieiL To answer the. charge might be*- 
trsy too mueh d&ffidence: nor did Ad 
dwdl on the sa^icei whikh she had r^- 
dered to>her soa; that were to tax hkif 
with iogratitade. Her object was to pa^ 
xmh her acctisers, and raward ber friio^s. 

She sfneeeedied in^ both. 

- < 

XXII. Th*£ stipeiintendeflc&of^iimnaiid 
giain was gsanted to Faenias Rnfns. The' 
poJbUe spectaelesy then intended hy the' 
emperor^ were ecnuimatted to the cafe of 
Arruntins SteHa. The: proviisee of Mf^t 
, was assigned to Gaiu9 Balbillns; ffm}^ and 
that of Syria to Fubliiis^ Anteiusir Bivt the 
ktst was the bubble of promises^ and never 
shffered. to proceed to hqs government. 
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SsSuim. w«s= »ent into exiA^. Calvi^iKr^Hid bemw 
italics ffrj shan^ the same fiKte. At^nietus ^w^y^^ 
wa& pa&ished with death. Faris^ tkfc co^ ^'ank^ 



i£K«dfaii, was- of too much consequenee r ^^ 
ke had the a?t of miii^efkig to< the plea* 
sAires of the prince: hrs vice)s» i^arred hkax. 
iLubellras Ptautn^ was>, for the prescsat; 
pftdsed by in silence. 

XXIIL SoosF after this trnnsactioiiyPaii* 
lafs and Buirbus were charged wi4Ji a cooh 
^piracy to raise CafKveKtis Sylla to the ubh 
peria) seat,, in eoi>sideratiofi o€ his i}lti4»tKi« 
otts birth, aiMl the Affinity which be bom 
to Claudius, being, by his riiarnage with 
Antonia, the son-in-law of that emperor. 
In this business, a man of the name of 
Peetus was the proseeotor ; a busy prag^ 
matical fellow, notorious for hamsstng his 
feUoW'-eitizens with confiscationsj to» tbe 
treasury, and on the preseiyt Mcask>» a 
manifest impostor. To find Pallas inac^ 
eent would no« have been unpleasant tn 
the Others, if the arroganace of the maa 
had not given di^ust to all. In the (foui»e 
of the trial, some of his freedmen beinj^ 
mentioned as aceompliccfs ki the plat, he 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



J30 TMEANNAIS 

fiooK thcMight proper to answer, " That imong 

wv^ " his domestics he nfever condescended to 

'^*»08-^* " speak: he signified his pleasure by a nod, 

^56?* " <^r ^ motion of his hand. If the business 

** required special directions, he committed 

"his mind to paper, unwilling to mix in 

" discourse with people so much beneath 

" his notice/' Burrhus, though involved 

ki the prosecution, took his seat on the 

bench with the judges, and pronounced 

his opinion/ Paetus was condemned to 

banishment, and all his papers, which be 

preserved as documents to be used in the 

revival, of treasury-silits, were conamitted 

to the flames. 

X XI V. To w A RD s the close of the ye?tr, 
the custom of having a cohort on duty, at 
the exhibition of the public spectacles, 
was entirely laid aside. By this measure 
the people were amused with a shew of 
liberty; and the soldiers, being thus re- 
moved from the licentiousness of the the- 
atre, were no longer in danger of tainting 
the discipline of the army with the vices 
pi the city. From this experiment it was 
to be further seen, whether the populace, 
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freed from the controul of the military, .book 
would be observant of decency and good v--vw 
order. The temples of Jupiter and Minerva ^'^.^' 
being struck with lightning, the emperor, ^^^' 
by the advice of the soothsayers, ordered 
a solemn lustration to purify the city. 

XXV. The consulship of Quintus Vo- a.u.c. 
Jusius and Publius Scipio was remarkable a. 6. 
for the tranquillity that prevailed in all 
parts of the empire, and the corruption 
of manners that disgraced the city of 
Rome. Of all the worst enormities Nero ^ 
was the author. In the garb of a slave, 
lie roved through the streets, visited the 
brothels, and rambled through all by- 
places, attended by a band of rioters, who 
seized the wares and merchandise exposed 
to sale, and offered violence to all that fell 
in their way. In these frolics, Neix> was 
so little suspected to be a pai-ty, that he 
was roughly handled in several frays. He 
received wounds on some occasions, and 
"his face was disfigured with a scar. It was 
not long,4iowever, before it transpired that 
the emperor was become a night-brawle|. 
The mischief from that moment gtew math 
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BOOK timamag. Mvi^fvmkyreximniitdjmid 
.^.ipv^ mrnuGSk iof the €rsfc cxMiditkni raffemd grow 
^jS^f' iea^kgmiiei^ The exwBfile of idie pnntse 
"^i^ hcMK^ midtii^ nots into faeiiioii. Prir- 
irftte persons 1x>ok iiieir opporttuRity , irith a 
band ^of lome conrpanioiis,. io annoy the 
public streets. Every quarter was filled with 
-tumiftlt wad disorder^ 4nsojDudb that Rome, 
«t night, resembled a city taken hy storm* 
In one of ^jnese wild adventures, Julkis 
JkffioQtaoitus, of soBditorian tasik, but no^t y^ 
Mivaxioed to the magistracy, happ^ond to 
tffiooimter the .emperor and liis party. Be- 
mg lattacfced with force, he made ;a reso- 
jniei^ifencel and finding, afterwards, tfaatt 
Nero wars the person whom be discomfited 
in 'the fioay, he eadeavouiied to soften j^ 
tsentfln^nt by apologies for his behaviour : 
but the exic«iBe was considered as, a reflcc- 
iami im the pckice, and Moataniijif iwi9& 
^loinptilediodie. 

J^7filiO pefststod in dihis cowse of de^ 
i»n$:bery, a«4» f<w tbe^safety of bis person, 
'took wi*b hiwi a party of soldkrs, amd* 
.0W^g ^ gladiators. These men, m 6%hrt 
MA^ aofivkjiftal iskirou^ee, kept ^loof d»in 
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ik^'&Mj;^ but if wMxn and active sfDirits book 
fHttds^a Jtoiit resistance, tiiej became paiu 4^^^*^ 

A If fi. 

lies ia the quarnd, and aait their ivaj sword '90^. 
m bandL Tbe theaiie, at the same tioie, ^J^ 
mB «t scene lof uproar :and violent conteor 
tfeion* Tbe pifftisaiis of the pUjers wiaged 
ifk kind «f cKvil war. Nero encouraged 
-^Qxem^ pot only w^ luaipunity, but with 
ample wewands. Me wias ofteo a ^ocrat 
spaotator joi the tuodult ; and^ at length, 
did aiQt yush to fl^peaur m the fkce o£ the 
ipilbltt:. These difitoitfasmces were so £re^ 
iipient; that) frora a peppte donrided ioto 
£uiAQD&9 jtfacne WBB 1^9001 to appceiieod 
wmie dMaflbrul.ix»«TiijM0a : the 01^^ 
Isft, twas to baauah the piajiers joutvof liali^. 
Bad impe anore laake the soddk^is mounit 
^nd at tide tbeatoe. 

XX ¥L About "tim time, the enfraii^ 
chiaed sksrea, by ite auolenoe of tibear be^ 
kmonr toi the patfons who bad giv)en tbeia 
^ir^^etcdoaif psmoked a debate in the 
fcmtte. It was piaposed to pass a law, 
cmpc^wfiBang tibe patron tx!> reclaim his ri^ 
^Dfn^raudh as made nn impooper use of th^eir 
iihplj:. Ike Ambers ^ere trilling to adopt 
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BOOK the measure/but the consuls did not choose 

XIII. ' • 

w^v-^ to put the question before due notice was 
m- * g^ven to the emperor. They reported the 

^^' case, and the substance of the debate, re- 
questing to know whether the prince would, 
of his own authority, enact alaw that had 
but few to oppose it. In support of the 
^ motion, it had been argued, that the freed- 
men were leagued in a faction against thek 
patrons, and hajd the insolence to think 
them answerable for their conduct in the 
senate. They went so far as to threaten 
violence to their persons ; they raised their 
hands against their benefactors, and, with 
audacious contumacy, presumied to hinder 
them from seeking redress in due course^ oi 
law. The patron, it is true, has peculiar 
privileges: but in what do they consiM:? 
In the empty power of banishing the freed- 
man, who proves unworthy of the favour 
bestowed upon him, to the distance of 
twenty miles from Rome ; that is, ta send . 
himy by way of punislmsent, to the de- 
lightful plains of Campania. In every 
mother point of view, the freedman is on a 
level with the highest citizen. He enjojrs 
.equal privilegesu It were, therefore, a 
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prudent measure to arm the patron with book 
coercive authority, effectual for the pur- L^^ 
pose, and of force not to be eluded. The %^,^' 
manumitted slave should " be taught to ^^g^' 
" prolong the enjoyment of his liberty by 
*^ the same behaviour that obtained it at 
" first. Nor could this be deemed an op- 
" pressiye law ; since, as often as the freed-^ 
" men shewed no sense of duty or subordi- 
" nation, to reduce them to their primitive 
" servitude, would be the soundest policy. 
" When gratitude has ilo effect, coercion 
f ' is the proper remedy/' 

XXVII.; In ans^wrer to this reasoning, 
it \fas contended by the opposite party; 
" that, in all cases of partial -mischief^ 
" punishment should fall on the guilty only: 
" For the delinquency of a few, the rights 
5* of all ought not to be taken away. Th6 
" freedmen were a large and numerous 
"body. From them the number of the 
^'tribes was completed, the magistrates 
" wefe supplied with inferior officers, the 
" sacerdotal orders with assistants, and the 
" prsBtoriaa cohorts with recruits. Many 
" of the Homan knights, and even the 
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w^v^ ^* the men whose fathers were enfranchised^ 

AUG 

W * " and the number of freeborn citizefis will 
b6.' ** dwindle into nothing. When the ranks 
"of society were established at Rome, it 
" was the wisdom of the old republic to 
" make liberty the common right of all, 
^* not the prerogative of a few. The power 
" of conferring freedom was also regulated, 
^f and two different modes (a) were esta- 
" blished, to the end that the patron, if he 
" saw reason for it, might dther revoke his 
" grant, or confirm it by additional bounty. 
" The man enfranchised, without proper 
" ceremonies betbre the praetor, was liable 
^^ to be claimed again by his master. But 
'** it is the business of the patron to consi- 
" der well the character of his slave; till 
" he knows the merit of the man, let him 
•* withhold his gelierosity ; but when free- 
" dom is fairly bestowed, there ought tb 
" be no resumption of the granf To thiii 
last opinion Nero acceded. He si^ified 
his pleasure to the senate, that, ifi all 
causes between the patron and hh freed- 
man, they should decide on the paifticuiat 
circumstances of thi$ case, without d^O- 
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gating from the rights of the bcnly at large, book 
Soon after this regulation, Paris, who had s— v-^ 
rciceived' his freedom from Domitia, th6 'sog. * 
emperor's aunt, was removed from her do- ^io!* 
mestic train, and declared to be a freebom 
citizen fbj. The colour of l^iw was given 
to this proceeding ; but the judgement wad 
known to be dictated- by the ptiuce, and 
the infamy^ therefore, was all his owfi. 

XXVIII. TuBttfi remained, notwith^ 
stddding, even at this juncture, ail iraagu 
of ancient liberty. A pr6df Of this occurred 
in a contest that t^ok place betweeh Vi^ 
bullius, the prpetor, and Afotistiuis, tf ibuae 
of the people. Cettaiti partiians of tik4 
players had been, for their tun&iilftious be^ 
haviour^ comtnitted to jail by^he ^ttton 
The tribune interposed his authority, aiiS 
released the prisoner. This conduct Wal 
condemned by the senate, as extrajudiciAl 
atid illegal. A decree passed, ordaining 
that the tribunes should not preisuine to 
^unteract the jurisdiction of the preeto*, 
Of the consuls; nor to summoft to tMii 
**rA tribunal men, who resided in diffe*e6t 
j^arts of Italy, ^nd were am^eaable to the 
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XIII • ... 

v-i-v-*^ ther settled, on the motion of Lucius^ Piso, 

809. * consul elect, that it should not be compe- 
^^56?' tent to the tribunes to sit in judgement at 
their own houses ; and that the fines, im-» 
posed by their authority, should not be en- 
tered, by the queestor in the registers of the 
treasury, before the end of four months 
from the day .of ih^ sentence, that, in th^ 
mean time, the party aggrieved might 
have the benefit of an appeal to the con- 
suls, . The jurisdiction of the aediles, pa*, 
triijian as well as plebeian, . was defined 
and limited; the sureties which they might; 
4$(Q£md were stated with precision ; and 
the penalties to he imposed by their au- 
thority were reduced to a^.cectain sum. In 
eopsequence of these regulations, Helvi-: 
dius Priscus, tribune of the people, seized 
the opportunity to proceed q^gainst Obulr 
'tronius Sabinus, a quaestor of the treasury.. 
Hp charged, him with harassing the poor, 
with unreasonable confiscations, and un- 
mercifully seizing their effects to be sold 
by auQtion. To redress the grievance, Neisa 
removed the register put of the.hanjds oi 
th& q^aegtor^ and teft /that fbpsin^sd to tbe 
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care of praefects commissioned- for the book 

XIII. 

purpose. 



XXIX. In this department of the trea- 
sury various changes had been made, but 
no settled form (n) was establishedr In the 
reign of Augustus, the praefects of the trea- 
sury were chosen by the senate ; but there 
being reason to suspect that intrigue and 
private views had too much influence, those 
officers were drawn by lot out of the list 
of the praetors. This mode was soon found 
to be defective. Chance decided, and too 
often wandered to men unqualified for the 
employment. Claudius restored the quae- 
stors, and, to encourage them to act with 
tigour, proniised to place them above the 
necessity of soliciting the suffrages of the 
people, and, by his own authority^ to raise 
them to the higher magistracies. But the 
quaestorship being the first civil office that 
men could undertake, maturity of under- 
standing was not to be expected. Nero, 
for that reason, chose from the praetorian 
rank, a set of new commissioners of known 
experience and tried abilit3% 
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BOOS XXX. Duitisr© the same consulship, 
Vipsanius Laenas was found guilty of ra* 
pacity in his government of Sardinia. Ces- 
tius Proculus was prosecuted for extor- 
tion; but his accusers giving up the point> 
be W9S acquitt^. Clodius QuirinaHs, who 
had the command of the fleet at Ravenna, 
and by his profligate manners and various 
vices harassed the people in that part of 
Italy, with a degree of insolence not to be 
endured by the most abject nation, was 
brought to his trial on a charge of rapine 
arid oppression. To prevent the floal sen- 
tence, he dispatched himself by poison. 
About the same time Caninius Rebilus, % 
man distinguished by his knowledge of the 
laws, and his ample riches, determined to 
deliver himself from the miseries of old age 
and a broken constitution. He opened af 
vein; and bled to death. The event was 
matter of surprise to all. The fortitude^ 
that could voluntarily rush on death, was 
not expected from a man softened by vo- 
luptuous enjoyments, and infamous for his 
effeminate manners. Lucius Volusius, who 
died in the same year, left a very different 
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chamcter. He had lived, in splendid af- book 

' XIII. 

fluence, to the age of pinety-three^ esteemed s— v^ 
fqr the hpnest arts by which he acquired \o^, * 
immense. wealth, under a succession of dcr ^^gP' 
spotic emperors, yet never exposed to dan* * 
ger. He found the art of being rich and 
virtuQus with impunity • 

XXXI. Nee6, with Lucius Piso for hig a. u. c. 
colleague, entered on his second consul- A,ii. 
jship. In this year we look in vain for 
transactions worthy of the histprian^s pen. 
•The vast foundation of a new amphi- 
theatre (Qjy built by Nero in the Field of 
M^f^ and the massy timbers employed in 
that magnificefit structure, might swell q. 
volume ; but descriptions of that kind may 
be left tQ g^aee the ^ages of a city^JQurna}. 
The dignity of the Roman people requires 
that these annals should not descend to a 
detail so minute and uninteresting. It will 
be proper to mention here, that Capua and 
NvK^eri^) tvro Eoman colonies, were aug- 
mcQied by a body of veterans transplanted 
to thp$e p)aee9. A largess of two hundred 
9mall sesterces to eaoH Vf^^^ ^9fi distributed 
to the pofiidftc?, an4i to ^uppprt th# credit 
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v--v^ sand great sesterces was deposited in the 
810. * treasury. The twenty-fifth penny (b)^ im- 
,7. * posed as a tax on the purchase of slaves, 
was remitted, with an appearance of mo- 
deration^ but, in fact, without any solid 
advantage to the public. The payment of 
. the duty was only shifted to the vendor, and 
^ he, to indemnify himself, raised his price 
on the purchaser. The emperor issued a 
proclamation forbidding the magistrates 
and imperial procurators to exhibit, in any 
of the provinces, a show of gladiators, wild 
beasts, or any other public spectacle. The 
practice of amusing the people with grand 
exhibitions had been as sore a grievance as 
even the grasping hand of avarice. The 
governors plundered the people, and by 
displays of magnificence hoped to disguise, 
or, in some degree, to make atonement for, 
their crimes. 

XXXII. A DECREE passed the senate 
to protect, by additional terrors of law, the 
life of the patron from the malice"^ of his 
slaves. With this view, it was enacted, 
that, in the case of a master slain, by his do- 
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mestics, execution should be done, not book 
only on such as remained in a state of ac- 
tual servitude, but likewise on all, who, by 
the will of the deceased, obtained their 
freedom, but continued to live Under his 
roof at the time when the murder was com- 
mitted. Lucius Varius, who had been de- 
graded for rapacious avarice, was restored 
to his consular rank, and his seat in the se- 
nate, Pomponia Grsecina, a woman of il- 
lustrious birthp and the wife of Plautius (a)^ 
who, on his return from Britain, entered 
the City with the pomp of an pvation, 
was accused of embracing the rites of a 
foreign superstition (b) . The matter was 
referred to the jurisdiction of her husband. 
Plautius, in conformity to ancient usage, 
called together a number of her relations, 
and, in their presence, sat in judgement on 
the conduct of his wife. He pronounced 
her innocent. She lived to a great age, 
in one continued train of aflBiiction. From 
the time when Julia, the daughter of Dru- 
sus, was brought to a tragical end by tlie 
wicked arts of Messalina (cj^ «she nevCT 
-laid aside her {mourning weeds, but pined 
in^ grief during a space pf forty :jears,: in- 
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XIII 

WW ing the reigo of Clftudinfii nothing could aU 
^'^Q.^' leviateher sorrow, nor was hcF perseverance 
^^P' imputed to her as a crime : in the endj it 
was the glory of her character, 

XXXIII. This year produced a num^ 
ber of criminal accusations. Pqblius Ce- 
ler was prosecuted by the province of Asjai. 
The weight of evidence pressed so hard, that 
Nero, unable to acquit him, drew the cause 
into a tedious length. During that state 
of suspense, the criminal died of old age. 
Celer, the reader will renpember, was ag iii- 
strumeot in the murder of Silanu$ faJ9 th^ 
proconsul. The magnitude of his guilt 09 
that occasion so far surpassed the rest of 
his flagitious deeds, that nothing else was 
deemed worthy of notice. The e«ormity 
0f one atrocious crioae scre»n^ hko Ikwn 
punishment 

Hie Ciliciaus demanded j^stus^ against 
Cossutianus Capito, a mjan of aaabaodoishe^ 
ebwacter, ivhp at Rome h»d mi the hw^ 
at dedasjce, and thoug^t^ Hm^^ witli equal 
impuiiiiy, l»e might comiait ih» sasi? 91;* 
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cesses in the government of his province, book 
The prosecution was carried on with such w4^ 
unremitting vigour, that he abandoned hi? ^sYo.^ 
defence. He was condemned to make re- ^* ^^ 
stitution. A suit of the same nature was ^ 
cotnmenced against Eprius Marcellus by 
the people of Lycia, but with different sue- 
ce^s. A powerful faction combined to sup- 
port him. The consequence was, that some 
of the prosecutors were banished for a oon* 
spiracy against an innocent man. 

XXXIV. Nero entered on his third a.^.c. 

811. 

consulship, having for his colleague Vale^ a- ^• 
rius Messala, the great-grandson of Cor- 
" vinus Messala {aj^ the celebrated orator, 
who, in the memory of a few surviving old 
men, had been associated in the consulship 
with Augustus, th« great-grandfather dF 
Nero's mother, Agrippiua* The prince 
gmnted to his colleague an annual pension 
of fifteen hundred thousand sesterce, and 
with that income Messala, who had faUen 
into blamelestji poverty,, was able to supK 
port the dignity of bis rank and character; 
Yeaiiy stipends were abo grantod to Auxen 
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v^^-v-^ they were both, by dissipation, the authors 
^'sn'.^' ^f their own distress: 



A.D. 

58. 



In the beginning of this year, the war 
between the Romans and the Parthians, 
hitherto slow in its operations, grew warm 
and active on both sides. The possession 
of Armenia was the point still in dispute. 
Vologeses saw with indignation the crown, 
which he had settled on his brother Tiri- 
dates, withheld by force, and, to let him 
receive it as the gift of a foreign power, 
was a degree of humiliation to which his 
pride could not submit. On the other 
hand, to recover the conquests formerly 
made by Lucullus and Pompey, was in 
Corbulo's judgement worthy of the Roman 
name. The Armenians balanced between 
the powers at war, and in their turn invited 
each. Their natural bias inclined them to 
the Parthians. Neighbours by situation, 
congenial in their manners, and by fre- 
quent intermarriages closely allied, they 
were willing to favour the enemies of Rome, 
and even inclined to submit to a Parthian 
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master. Inured by habit to a taste of ser- book 
vitude, they neither understood, nor wished i,.,.^ 

for, civil Uberty. ^sYi.^' 

A. a 

XXXV. CoRBULO had to struggle with 
the slothful dispbsition of his army; a mis- 
chief more embarrassing than the wily arts 
of the enemy. The legions from Syria 
joined his camp, but so enervated by the 
languor of peace, that they could scarce 
support the labours of a campaign. It is 
certain, that there were amongst them ve- 
terans who had seen no service; who had 
never been on duty at a midnight post; 
who never mounted guard, and were such 
total strangers to a fosse and a palisade, that 
they gazed at both as at a noyelty. They 
had served the term prescribed in garri- 
son-towns, without helmets, and without* 
.breast-plates, spruce and trim in their at- 
tire, by profession soldiers, yet tliipking of 
nothing but the means of enriching them- 
selves. Having dismissed all such as were 
by age and infirmity rendered unfit for the 
service, Corbulo ordered new levies to be 
made in Galatia and Cappadocia. To 
i]Xf^, be .added a l^^gion * from Germanjt 
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wv-^ ment of infantry from the cohorts. Thus 
\n.^ reinforced, his army kept the field, though 
^^^* the frost was so intense, that, without dig- 
ging through the ice, it was impossible to 
pitch their tents. By the inclemency of 
the season many lost the use of their limbs, 
and it often happened that the sentinel 
died on his post- The case of one soldier 
deserves to be mentioned. He was em- 
ployed in carrying a load of wood : his 
ilands^ nipt by the frosty and cleaving to 
the faggot, dropt from his arms, and fell to 
the grouilid. 

The general, during the severity of the 
Xveather, gave an example of strenuous ex* 
^rtioti t he t^as busy in every cjuarter, thinly 
ctad$ his head uncovered^ in the ranks^ at 
the works, commending the brave, reliev*- 
iUg the weak, and by hi* own active Vigour 
lexditing the emulation of the men. But 
the rigour of the season^ and the hardship 
of the service, were tnore than the soldiers 
could endure. 'The army suffered by d». 
laertion. This required an immediate t^ 
tnedy. The practice of leiiity towards tfee 
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XIII 

vailed in othet iarmies, would have been v-^v^ 
attended with dangerous coni^equences. iu.^* 
He whd quitted his colours suffered death \S* 
&s soon as taken ; and this severity proved 
more salutary than weak cOflipassion. The 
number of deserters, from that time^ fell 
short of what happens in tether camps, 
^here too much indulgence is the practice. 

XXXVI. Having resolted to wait the 
retui*n of spring, Corbulo kept his meii 
Within their intredchments during the rest 
ttf the winter. I^he auxiliary cohorts were 
istatio&ed at proper posts, undei* the cbitt*- 
tnand of Pactius Orphitui, who had served 
as principal centurion. , The orders given 
to this officer were,, that the advanced posts 
^oilld by do meanfi hazard an engage- 
hietit^ Orphitus sent to inform the gene- 
ira], tb^t the BarbisiriafKi {Spread themselves 
^und the cdutttry with $o little caution, 
that Advantage might be taken of their im^ 
l^an&deneft. C<»^alo reti<^wed his orders, that 
the trO&pi tthoilM tte«{> within the Hnes, 
mA wait fdr 6 rei&fdr6^Qtient. Otpbitufc 
p4id no t^ipxd to <lii eomm^d of hii ^ 
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BOOK perior officer. A few troops of horse, from 
the adjacent castles, came up to join him, 
and, through, inexperience, demanded to'' 
be led against the enem3^ Orphitus risked 
a battle, and^ was totally- routed. The 
forces posted near at hand, whose duty it 
was to march to the assistance of the broken 
ranks, fled in confusion to their intrench- 
ments. Corbulo no sooner received intel- 
ligence of his defeat, than he resolved to 
pass the severest censure on the disobedi- 
ence of his officer. He ordered him, his 
subalterns, and his men, ^to march out of 
the intrenchments (u)^ and there^ left them 
in disgrace, till, at the intercessidn of the 
whole army, he gave them leave to return 
within the lines. ' . 

XXXVII. Meanwhile Tiridates, at 
the head of his vassals and follow;ers, with 
a strong reinforcement sentby his brother 
Vologeses, invaded Armenia, not, as before, 
by sudden incursions, but with open hos^ 
tility. Wherever the people were in 'the 
interests of Rome, he laid Waste their lands; 
if an armed force advanced aga^itist him^ 
ie shifted his qijart^rs, and, by the t^o* 
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city of hi^, flight, eluded th6 attack. He book 
taoved with rapidity from place to place^ ^.--v^ 
and, by the terror of a wild and desultory ^*^n\ ' 
war, more than by the sviccess of his arms, ^53. * 
kept the country in a constant alarm. 
Corbulo endeavoured, but without effect, 
to bring him to an engagement. , He deter- 
mined, therefore, to adopt the plan of the 
enemy, and, for that purpose, spread his 
forces round the country, under the con- 
duct of his lieu^nants and other subordi- 
nate officers. At the same time he caused 
a diversion to be made by Antiochus, king 
of Syria, in the provinces of Armenia that 
lay contiguous to his dominions. Pharas- 
manes, king of Iberia, was willing, in this 
juncture, to co-operate with the Roman 
arms. He had put his son Rhadamistus ' 
to death for imputed treason, and, to make 
terms with Rome, while, in fact, he grati- 
fied his rooted aversion to the Armenians, 
he pretended to enter into the war with 
the zeal and ardour of a fiiend to the cause. 
The Isichians (a) also declared for Corbulo. 
That people were now, for the first time^ 
the alUes of Rome. TJbey made incursions , 
into the wild, and desert tracts of Armenia> 

VOL. III. R 
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^gt Wjd by a defettltoiyramMng wftrtSfettaotea 
^-'N^^ 43be operations of tfie euemy^ 

«. • Tiridates &idihg ^mnsclf coimterac^bed 
on every side, sent arabamadofs to €irpo«»- 
Aulate, as well in the name of the Partfaia^y 
las for bimsdf. •* After ho9tage«i so lately 
* ddivered, and a renewal of fiieBd^p, 
*^ that promised mutual advantages^ why 
** was his ^xpulsicft from the kingdc^n of 
^* Armenia the fixed, the aTowed intention 
•* erf* the Roman army ? If Vologeses was 
"^TO^t as yet in nK^tion with the whole 
** strength of his kingdom, it was because 
*^ he wished to prevail by the justice of 1m 
•* cause, and not by force of amis. If the 
•* «wowi must fee drawn, the event would 
•* «hew that the Aigacides had not forgot 
** that warlike spirit which. On former oc^ 
-^casions, had been fatal to the Bomah 
^ name/' Corbulo heard this magii^cait 
ianguage ; but. Toeing informed, by isuie 
intteHigence, that the revolt of the Hyrca- 
«ians (bj found employment fpr Vologeses, 
he returned for answer, that the wisest mea^ 
*ure Tiridate* could pursue, would be .to 
address himself in a suppliant style to ^the 
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g^enia, 'Sejttled ^w a i^id basps, jftigH^t be vv^ 
bi« vitibowt itbe effusion Qf Wood, ,^i.iul the ^sR.^' 
bSYioe of * deitruptiye wajr, tf to distant \^' 
lund fCbim^Wjqftl hopes he preferred iw>4€- 
rote oiQs^ui^ and pi^esent security. ^ 

XXXVIII. From thi« time itbe business 
fell in*.o a tr»in of ijegotiatjioo, F^eqj^ent 
4kspatch^ paased between both jar^p^ies; 
^biui no process being m«4^ ^^^ds 9 coqi^ 
-elusive treaty, it was ^ l^pgjt^ ^a^iOt^ ths^t, 
fit a fin;^ time and plade^ the tmo c^}eff 
lihould ootne to, aai int^ryiciw. T^i^^dates 
^ave notice that he sjbouid b^g with him 
M guard of a thousand hor^e : the ni^nber 
iwhich Gorbulo might chopse /or his pwjj ' 
cperson, he did not tdke upon him to piier 
«cribe; all he desired w^as, that they should 
«c0me with a pacific (di&pospbtion, ^d ^d^ . 

imfkee to \ike congress without their breast-* 
.fflates and their hdmet^. T^s stroke of 
joastcff^n perfidy wa^ not so fipe, buit evren 
tjie dulPesit .capacity, not to njention an ' 
^xpcffienced general, might perceive the 
:]atent &aud. The number limited on one 
si^e, and to the opposite «party lefjt jinde- 
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ance; but the lurking treachery was too 



^'sYi.^' apparent. The ^Pairthian cavalry excelled 
^'^^' in the dexterity of managing the bow and 
arrow; and, without defensive armour^ 
what would be the use of superior num* 
bers ? Aware of the design^ but choosing 
to disguise his sentiments, Corbulo calmly 
answered, that the business bding of A 
public nattfre, the discussion of it ought to 
be m the presence of both armies. For 
the convention he appointed a place in*- 
closed on one side by a soft acclivity of 
gently rising hills, where the infantry might 
be posted to advantage, with a vale be»- 
neath, stretching to an extent that gave 
ample space for the cavalry. On the stated 
day Corbulo advanced to the meeting, with 
his forces in regular order. In the wings 
Vere stationed the allies and the auxiliaries 
sent by the kings in friendship with Rome. 
The sixth legion fonned the centre, strength- 
ened by a' reinforcement of three thousand 
men from the third legion, drafted in the 
night from the neighbouring camp; Being 
embodied under one eagle, they presented 
the appearance of a single legion. To- 
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wards the close of day, Tiiidates dc- book> 
cupied a dtetant ground, visible iiideed, s-^w 
but never within hearing. Not being able Wi.^' 
to obtain a conference, the Roman general ^s?' 
ordered his men to file off to their re- 
spective quarters. 

N • 

XXXIX, TiRiDATEs left the field with 
precipitation, alarmed at the various move-r 
ments of the Roman array, and fearing the 
danger qf an ambuscade, or, perhaps, in- 
tending to cut off the supplies of provisions 
then on the way from the city of Trebi- 
2onde (a) and the Pontic sea. But the 
supplies were conveyed over the moun- 
tains, where a chain of posts, was formed, 
to secure the passes. A slpw and lingering 
war was now to be appirehended : to bring 
it to a speedy issue, and compel the Ar- 
menians 'to act on the defensive, Corbulo 
resolved to level their castles to the ground. 
The strongest fort in that quarter was knpwn 
by the name of Volandum (h) : the dew 
molition of that place he reserved for him- 
self, and against the towns of inferior note 
he sent Cornelius Flaccus, a lieutenant* 
general, and Insteius Capito, praefect of 
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BOOK tMcaito^. Havitig fedbfaridltiffed th€ vftiHIUi 
sSL and prepared for th^ aJssaiilt, be hslraa^eted 
-^•gYt.^* tlis irien to effect aS Ml0#S; « Yoti haV« 
^3^- « iM)W to d6 with a dastardly afid fegitivd[ 
^ fcriemy ; a Vigabdtod rafce, alWtfys^ ^Oi^fiifg 
** in predatory bands, heitptjihg at 6fi6# 
♦* their unwarlike spirit and their perfidy ; 
^ inipatiehl 6f pe^teef, aM corwafds iri i<ran 
r ^Thetimeiife arrited, whbti the whoW 
^ nattotn may be extfertoitiated: by 6M 
^'hmve Exploit jtitt mfcygain bdth ftttotf 
^ and booty to retf ttrd yottt ralofur/' Hat^ 
ing thus irifllatoed the spirit of l^ ineij, hd 
^ttariged theffi in four divkioiis ; ctoe closS 
embodied uhdei* their shields, forming 9 
military shell, to i^ap the foundation of thd 
ralmparts j a seeolid party aidtan^ed with 
ladders to scale ^he walls; a third with 
their warlike ^hgititis thrfeW itito the placcf 
^shower of darts and riiissive fiue ; whilei 
tttfe Slitigers and archers^ posted at a con^' 
teniifent distance, discharged a tdley of 
metal and hUge tliassy intones; 

To keej) the enemy employed in CYfery 
quarter, the altack was made on ill Side* 
ait once, Ip less! than Ibur hours thfe Bar# 
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baiians wece driyeft from thdr stotioM ; the Booi ^ 
ramparts were leftdefencelesSjthegajfcMwere ^-^y^ 
forced, and the works taken by scalade. ail ^ 
A dreadful slaughter followed. All who ^s^ 
were capable of carrying aria» were put to> 
the sword. On the part of the Roamias onljft 
one man was killed ; the number of wouad* 
ed was inconsiderable. The Wooaen sad 
children were sold to slavery : the rest was . 
kft to be plundered by the soldiers. The 
operations of Flaccus and Capito were at*« 
tended with equal success. In one day . 
three castles were taken by storm. A gene* 
sal panic overspread the country. Trom 
motives of fear or treachery the inhabitants 

- surrendered at discretion. Encouraged by 
these prosperous events, Corbulo wa» now 
resolved to lay siege in form to Artaxata /"e^i 
the capital of the kingdom^ He did nolf 
however^ think it advisable to march the 
nearest way. The river Araxes f^e^J* washes 
the walls of the city: the legions woal4 
have found it necessary to construct the 
necessary bridges in sight of the enemy,-, 
exposed to their darts and missive 'weapons. 

. They took a wider drcuit^ and ford^ 
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BOOK ov^r where the current was b]:oad and 
shallow. 

A.U.C. 

XL. TiRiDATEs was thrown into the 
utmost distress. Shame and fear took 
possession of hi«n by turns. If he suffered 
a blockade to be formed^ his weak condi* 
tion would be too apparent; if he at- 
tempted to raise the siege, his cavalry might 
be surrounded in the narrow defiles. He 
resolved to shew himself towards the. close 
of day in order of battle, and, next morn- 
ing, either to attack the Romans, or, by a 
sudden retreat, to draw them into an am- 
buscade. With this intent he made a sud- 
den movement, and surrounded the legions. 
The attempt gave no alarm to Corbulo: 
prepared for all events, he had marshalled 
his men either for action, or a march. Tlie 
third legion took post in the rig^^t wiijg ; 
the sixth advanced on the left ; and a select 
detachment from the tenth formed the 
centre. The baggage was secured between 
the ranks: a body of a thousand horse 
brou^t up the rear, with orders to face the 
enemy whenever an attack was made, but 
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never to pursue them. The foot archers, book 
and the rest of the cavalry, were distributed 
in the wings. The left extended their 
'ranks towards the foot of the hills, in order, 
if the Barbarians advanced on that side, 
to hem them in between the front lines and 
the centre of the army. Tiridates con* 
tented himself with vain parade, shifting 
his ground with celerity, yet never within 
the throw of a dart, advancing, retreating, 
and, by every stratagem, trying to make 
the Romans open their ranks, and leave 
thepiselves liable to be attacked. in scat- 
tered parties. His efforts were without 
effect: one officer, who commanded a 
troop of horse, advanced from his po^t, and 
fell under a volley of darts. His temerity 
restrained the rest of the army. Towards 
the close of day, Tiridates, jseeing his wiles 
defeated, withdrew with all his forces. 

XLI. CoRBULO encamped on the spot. 
Having reason to imagine that Tiridates 
would throw himself into the city of Ar* 
taxata, he debated whether it would not 
be best, without loss of time, to push for- 
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]KX>K ward by Tapid marches^ and lay siege to 
^.^..-v^ . the place. While 1^ remained in suspense^ 
^eYi.^' intelligence was brought by the scouts that 
^i^' the prince set off at JqU speed towards 
some distant region^ but whether to Media 
or Albania, was uncertain. He resolvedy 
therefore, to wait the return of day, and in 
the mean time dispatched the light^armed 
cohorts, with orders to invest the city, apd 
begm their attack at a proper distance. 
, The hihabitants threw open their gates, 
and surrendered at discretion. Their lives 
were saved, but the town was reduced to 
ashes. No other nieasure could be adopt«» 
cd ; the walls were of wide extent, and a 
Sufficient garrison could not be spared, at 
a time when^ it was necessary to prosecute 
the war with vigour; and if the city were 
left unhurt) the advantage, as well as glory 
of the conquest, would be lost. To these 
reasons were added an e3Ctraordinary ap^ 
pearance in the heavens. It happened 
that the sun-beams played witH brilliant 
lustre on the adjacent countiy, making the 
whole circumference a scene of splendour, 
while the precinct of the town was covered 
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#i«fc fife Afiifk^ ^cmi ftt mteirals ren«> WKm 
Seitd 8^1 liidte Awfbl by flashes of light- v^S^ 
tdfigi thftt served to she* the impending ^'sYu^* 
fcoiTfOT, This phsefiofiienon \vas believed "^i^^' 
16 ht the wtath bf the gods denoancidg ^ 
the de*truction of the citj, 

Vttt th6i^ t^Dsactionist Nero' was saltit€fd 
IltFj^RATOR. Tlie scjtiate decreed a so* 
httin thanksgiving. Statues and triumphal 
ai^ches were erected, and the prince was 
declafed perpetual eonsuL The day oa 
Which the victory was gained, and also that 
on which the neWs arrived at Rome, and 
the Report was made to the senate, were by 
a decree to be observed as annual festivals. 
Many other votes were passed with the 
same spirit of adulation, all in their tend*- 
ency sor^ excessive, that Caius Cassius, whd 
had conturred with every motion, observed 
at last, that if, fot the beiiigtiity of the gods 
to the Roman people, due thanks were td 
hb t6t6d, acts of religioti wbtild engross the 
whole year j and> ther^oire, care should be 
takett to fix thfe days of dfevotion at proper 
iMervals^ that they might not encroach tO0 
much on the business of Civil life. 
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BOOK XLII. About this time a man who had 

XIII • • 

suffered various Tevolutions of fortune, and 
by his vices had brought on himself the 
pubKc detestation, was cited tb answer a 
charge exhibited against him before the 
senate. He was condemned, but not with* 
out fixing a stain on the character of Se* 
lieca. SuilliusY«>' was the person; in the 
reign of Claudius he had been the scourge 
and terror of his fellow-citizens; a venal 
orator, and an informer by profession. ^ In 
the late change of government he had 
beein much reduced, but not low enough to 
gratify the resentment of his enemies. His 
spirit was still unconquered. Eather than 
descend to humble supplications, he pre-; 
ferred the character of a convicted piale*- 
factor. To come at this man, a late depree 
of tJie senate, reviving ihe pains and penal- 
ties of the Cincian law (b) against such ad- 
vocates as received a price for their elo- 
quence, was thought to have been framed 
by the advice of Seneca. Suillius exclaim- 
ed against the proceeding. At^ his time 
of hfe he had little to fear. To the na- 
tural ferocity of his temper he now added 
a contempt of danger. 
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He poured out a torrent of invective, book 

• • • XIII 

and in particular railed with acrimony v.^^^ 
against Seneca. ** The philosopher/^ he ^'^{p' 
said, " was an enemy to the friends of ^«P' 
" Claudius. He had been banished by 
" that emperor, and the disgrace was not 
** inflicted without just reason. He is now 
^^ grown old in the pursuit of frivolous li- 
** terature, a vain retailer of rhetoric tq raw 
" and inexperienced boys. He beholds 
** with an eye of envy all, who, in the 
** defence of their fellow-citizens, exert a 
*' pure, a sound, a manly eloquence. That 
" Suillius lived with reputation in the 
"service of Germanicus, is a fact well 
" known. He was quaestor under that 
" prince, while Seneca corrupted the mo- 
" rals of his daughter, and dishonoured 
" the family. If it be a crime to receive 
" from a client the reward of honest in- 
" dustry, what shall be said of him, who 
" steals into the chamber of a princess to, 
** debauch her virtue (cj? By what system , 

of ethics, and by what rules of philoso^ 
" phy, has this professor warped into the 
*• favour of the emperor, and, in less than 
" four years, amassed three hundred mil- 
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BOOK *^ lim of a«t€ffC€»? Tbrou^ ^he city of 
4„^v^ *^ Home hip paaiies are .^pcc^d ; last vNJik 
^mi.^' " »*^<1 teetftsaenitip me Ms qttoarry ; aod^liMe 

^^' ^* rich, who hftvie np children, aiie his pcey^ 
*^ jB^ iexorbtt^jBtt umxy (dj he ba$ ovct-^ 
^* whekned all Jtaly ; libue proVitt^«« are *«x* 
^'h»us1»d, and he is «till iiwaitiate- "Hie 
" wealth of Suillkis omn^t be counted 
** ^eat ; but it is the ihfcit of jbone^t iii^ 
** dustry. He is now deteriian^d to bid 
^^ 4eiSanee to bis ^^emies, aod hazard aH 
^* eoneequienoes, lathcr tbarn derogate from 
^* bis i»nk and the glory of his life, by 
** poorly yielding to a new man; an up- 
*** stiai* in 4he state j a sudden child of 
** .fi)i1*Hfte/^ 

XLIJI. By a ,set of olEtcious tatle^ 
bearers, who love to carry intelligasce, andr 
inflame it with the addition of their own 
maleyelence, these bitter invectives were 
conveyed to Seneca. The enemies of 
Suillius were set to work : they charged 
him with rapine and peculajion during his 
government in Asia. To substantiate these 
allegations, twelve months were allowed to 
the prosecutors: butthatputoff their venge- 
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4ttioe to A ^dkta»t day* T^ iiMMrten ibeSr bo(» 
:m»k, HieyclMtte to proceed upon anev «L^ 
dbai^, iriliiottt going out of Rome fw.^'SiP' 
'wknessei . Tfae aQCUsatioo stated, "" That ^;^' 
" by a virulent prasecntion he had drir^ea 
" Quintus Pomponius faj into open rebel* 
** Ikm ; dial by his pernicious arts Julia, thfe 
^^ dan^ter of Diuams, and Poppsea Sabinai 
^^ were ibroed to put a pedwL to their 
"^ livies ; that Valerius Asiaticus^ Lusius 
Satnmiiyfis, and Cornelius Idspms, with a 
long list of Eoman knights, wece all cut 
*^ off by hcs irillainj ; ^and, in short, «rery / 
^ act of cruelty in the retgn of Qaudios 
was inputed to faim.'^ To these dbarj^ ^ 
!Suniliiis mswetped, that he acted a^lwa;yj 
tut^der the immediate orders of tlie prince, 
-and nevter of has own motion. Hero xyvep* 
»iled that def^ioe, averxing, that he had 
ins^pected all liie papers of the late lem* 
^peror, mad irom those vquchevs it plainly 
isp^^vedy that ;not one prosecution iras set 
on foot *by 4he order of CDaudiiis. Tfae 
criminal resorted to the commands of M es- 
salina ; ibift, by ^hffth^ liis ground, his 
eausejgrew weaker. WJay, it was aigued, 
was4ie tiie uDcdy person ^o lent himself to 
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BOOK the wicked deisigns pf that pernicioiis ^roh 

^^i^y-^ stitute? Shall the perpetrator of evil deeds^ 

ill. ' who has received his hire, be allowed to 

,58. ' transfer his^ guilt to the person who paid 



him the vrages of his iniquity 



? 



Suillius was condemned, and his. effects 
were confiscated, except a part allowed to 
his son and grand-daughter, in addition to 
what was left to them under the will of 
their mother, and their grandmother. He 
was banished to the islands called the 
Baleares (bj. During the whole of the 
trial, he behaved with undaunted firmness, 
and even after the sentence. his spirit was 
still unbroken. He is said to have lived 
in his lone retreat, not only at ease, but in 
voluptuous affluence. His enemies in- 
tended to wreak their malice on his son 
Nerulinus, and, with that view, charged 
him. with extortion. Nero checked the 
prosecution ; the ends of justice being, as 
he thought, siifficiently answered. 

XLIV. It happened, at this time, that 
Octavius Sagitta, tribune of the people, 
fell in love to distraction with a married 
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vrpnxao r0f the name of Pontia. ^By pre« book 
seirts and uobotunded generosity he' seduced v..^w 
her to his embraces, and afterwards, by si *«Yu^* 
protaise of marriage, engaged her consent ^i^* 
io a divorce fmpi her husband. Pontia 
was no sooner ^free from the nuptial tie^ 
than her imagination opened to her jother 
prospects. She aflfedted delays ; her father 
made objections:; she had hopes of a better 
match^ and finally she refused to peiform 
her coi^ir^ct. Octavius e!s:postulaited ; he 
complained; he threatfened; his reputation 
suffered, and his fortune was ruined. '^ Hii$ 
life was all that he bad lefty' and. that 1» 
Wa^ ready to sacrifice at her 4:ommaiid. 
Hi4 suit, however earnest;! ix^def' iiio iixi*; 
pression. In despair, he be^ed^ine night 
only; that small indulgeneeiWoudd assuage 
his sorrows^ andttak^ the sting from disap* 
pointment. The assignjatibn^was made. 
Pontki onlered her servant^ vAio was privy 
to the intrigue, to watch ber bed-chamber. 
. The lover went to .his appointment. He 
carried with him. one, of his fireedmen^ and 
» poniard under his robe. The . sc^ie 
which usually occurs, when love is stung 
ta je^Iousy^ was acted betweoi the par^ 

VOL. III. s 
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sooK ^-; ed^ToadMs, fbnd eatdearmdntt, ntp; 
J^ ai>d te«temi€Bs, war aiid pc«ce, took th» 

MS.' 

; Part of the Bi^t was passed in mutual 
fSfijojBienat. Jit kmgtli, Ootavuu, in tAii 
■Kuaeiit o^^ soft aecuntj» what the vatr 
hiifNIfky- Tk;tim thou^t aU Tioleuee st au 
Mad, sdiKd Inp dagger, and siie«tlii»i it in 
kcp hearlK; Tbs; Buid rvahed mi ta aa^ 
Imb* moisess; Octavius wounded W, and 
maJdeilHs. escape. Oa .tbe loUbwing dagr, 
tiu& muidnD vaa repotted ^^oad ; and tiM 
iMBod Ikait ga^e* tfie Uain waa sifeon^y iOi 
spoatak Octavntf, ijt was c^toia^ Ind 
poasedr the adght valh tte.- deceased; but 
bisrfifBedDMKi IsK^d]^ ateed ibrth, aad took 
liie csBBe upon; hiEBself. li was his deed; 
ai^act (Xft josticW'dufi toian.ii^u]«dimasteBi 
Tikis geaeroua fioffibi^aide; fxam themantli of 
ap assassin tnas heard with, astonishiaaoti^ 
aoM &fe samd tkne gained csetfit^ tiil ths 
Baaid,.wiid had) rocoT^xed fsma her wotmd^ 
diadgaed tibe: pactiodars of the ^ale tcanasn 
aniaoa. Pontia'S' &ther appealed to the 
tn^ibUaal of tfiei Gonsub» and Octenius, at 
spoil a&.his: office oi tr&iBMr ct^wed^ waff 
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ocmdeviiied ta snStT •. <jhe peaaltMs of tfad 9ook 

4-U.C. 

H,XI*V. In tkeooune «f the same yew*, ^^' 
^otber seoM of Jixdmrnis passion trast 
hrfMQgM ivarraidf tnotemipartaait than thst 
\prhkib we have seated, and, in the end, the 
dmSQ of pnldin dalamity. Saboaa Pop* 
p«% at that tkbe» Inied at Roaia inr a 
flikjdei of ti^te aned etegaaoe. She ^ns ^ 
daiighter of Titils Ollaift, bttt she took her 
Bome'fiialB PoppKusSalMKusr^A htf gfaad- 
firtfaer by tite ii i h^ i wbs I hae, HwMkciOk' 
IsBs was^ at ooethos^ riaiiig to the highest 
henoars; fant bong a iieod to Bt^tfomr 
he was hmolred iit thefuiB«f that xaiaisHBW 
The gfandfiiE^Br had %iiDSd on ti» stage 
qf poiihc fanaitiess^ He vtt of considar 
laak* anA dbilainisd tiie honoijur cf a tiki 
un^. ToihethekBKmradOfCeqdaatoffir 
aian sor distiagiil'diwd, flattiwd . the vanky 
df Pdyjfnsa. ; ^iiihiB eaece^ptedi «fac poiw 
sateqd^ dl tfaid^ qiw^liiiea Hiat: adorn the i9» 
asiia chaiacter. Ifci' SMKher f i^; via thtf 
ao^ii^ hieau^l bi kiBf.iuma^ JftMa her 
tfce.< danghtet iahaidifeeifc hobifily of Vktki 
'wilhallthegracesrofajxelcilftntJenK Met 

s2 
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fiooK ]^tune was equal to her rank; ha cm^-^ 
v>w versatioii had every winmiig. «?t^ ber ta^ 
^sYi.^' lents were cultivated, and her wit refined. 
^i£' She knew how to awumc an air. ot^mo^ 
desty, and yet pursue 1ascivi<Ms pleasure^;: 
in her deportment^ decent ; m her heart, » 
Hbertine. When she appeared in puUkv 
whidi was biit seldom, she wore {i veil, timtr 
shaded, or seemed to. shade; h^.face; per-^ 
hap& intending that h^r beauty should iiol 
wdkn out and' largish . to :the . eye ; or h^ 
€tose;i:kffiit style of dress was; most beeom^ 
ing; To the.Yoice of fimieslrcLpaid no .m^ 
gard; herhu§l]and aQdhen;aduliei» wem 
eqnally^vdcome to her einfortfices; Xora^* 
witii^her, .wa$^ not an affidi oftthe hratrtw. 
Knowing no attachment hersdf, she le* 
quired Jione fiom others; iWhere ihei^aw 
her mterest,. thi^e she faeflstofwed her .£i^ 
vour&; a pohticiaai enenrin kitr pleasuraey 
She was liianiedito Rvi&ia Cfisfoiiusv a Bo^ 
nail k«(ight, and Ai«u( by fautt tha^tnother of 
a son (cJ:- bnt Otbo^ la ^ yoath. of :exfieact9- 
tiotkr hi&Uiions^fMrodi^, and ii%h irtiiaH 
¥Diir with Nero;iiglttra6ted lKtr^re^i3d» tJ^n 
jieUed tovlAi iaddi^essei^ land, in :a sh<»t) 
tame, n]aimd*%& adiiit^rer; ; 'u ^oi 
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■ XLVI* O^Hjo, in «oitapaiw with tbe.BooK 

XIII 

«nperor, grew lavish in her praise. Her v^v^ 
beauty and her elegant manners were hi§ ^'biL^ 
constant theme. Me tsAkedy perhaps, with ^i^ 
the warmth and indisoretionof a Jover; 
perhaps, with a design to inflame the pas<% 
sions of .Nero, and from their i^utual ^e^ 
Ksh of the s^^me enjoyments to derive new 
sljength to support his ^interest* lUsing 
from Nero's table, he was often heard to 
say, ^^ I am going to the arms of her, wh9 
^ possesses every amiable ^ccomplisihme^ti 
"by her birth ennobled; endeared by 
** beauty ; the wish of all beholders, and 
^ to the favoured man the source of true 
*' delight/' Nero became enamoured. No 
time was lost. Poppaea'^ received his vi- 
sits. At the first interview she called fbrt^ 
all her charms, and ensured her conquesl^ 
She admired the dignity of the pripce^ 
His air, his manner, and his looks, were irp 
resistible. By this well-acted fondness, sh^ 
gained entire dominion over his affections. 
Proud of her success, she thought it time 
to act her part with female airs, and coy 
reluctance. If Nero wished tp detain h^ 
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BOOK mote than tt ftighl or two, «K«f etuM ^6t 
^"' think of eomplyibgi the was married to « 



^'Su' nian whoni *h6 lov<Mi. ^e cdiild nt)t ristt 
7g^ th« loss o^ A situatiota fib perfedtly ha^y^ 
Otho led a hft of taste and elegance^ an^ 
rivalled in his pleasures. Und«r h\f roof 
the satr nothing but magnifieeno^ in m 
Style worthy of the highest ^tatioi). $h4 
objected to Nero that he tiad eohtmcted 
different habits. He lived in close 4i(m , 
hectibn with Aot^» a low-born slated and 
&om so mean ft ^omm^oe, what conld be 
expected but sordid manners and degene^ 
lute sentiment! From tiiat moment, OthO 
lost his interest with the prince: he had 
orders neither to frequent the palace, nof 
1o shew himself in the train dT attendantik 
At length, to remore a rival, Ketfo made 
him governor of Lusitama. O^o qnitted 
-Rome, and, till the In-eaking out of th^ 
dvll wars, continued in the administratibik 
of his province, a firm and upright mag»- 
Dtrate, in this instance exhibiting to the 
worid that W^derful union of repugnant 
qualities which marked the manj in pii- 
Vate 1^, luxurious, proiSigate, and prone 
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to ev^ vice J ih Ws paWc capftck^i jjftkt iidoK 
deiit, iirsL and teinperdte in t)ie u'se t^ c^^r^ ' 

power. Mi^ 

.• ■ •.■•••■••: A'D,- 

' XLVIt.' It was in tlm jtitfctute t!hai 
Kero firtt t1ire# off tJife itiask. He iiad 
faiiiierto cloked tbe vices of his, natiicfe. 
The person whom he dreaded iho»t; xrai 
Coiudius Syila; a man, in fkct, of a 
dull and sluggish understanding; but tiiS 
stupidity pa^lsed with K^x> for prdJIound 
thinking, and the deep resei-Vfe oif" a dah} 
ge^dus politician.' fn this' idea h6 wiia 
Confirmed 'by th^ rrtali^ity bt on^e 'firap- 
tus, a ihan esni^aii'chised by the empero^, 
&hd firom the reign of Tiberius' hackiieye^ 
in the practice of courts. He'framea an 
artful story. The MUvian (qJ bridge .was, 
at that. time, the &shionabIe sdehe of mid- 
iSi^t rfevdryi being out of ^e limits gf 
Home, Ihe emperor thought that lie migM 
Hot, it thdt place, with unbduntied fre&> 
domi. Graptus told him, that a conspiracy 
Ikad.been ibrm^d against his life, and ihe 
viflains lay in ambush on tlie '^laminiaik 
^y; but as ibrtuhe Would have it,.tli^ 
^nce, by pasbmg through the Sallus- 
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Kxaf tian f ^v> gftrdep^, r escaped ; th|^spre. T|a 

vSS/ give cplour to tbi^.JDvented tale,heailfge4 

^jYi.^* *^® following circumstance : In oneo^pb^ 

Arji riots which were common in those disso- 

Jute times,, a set of, young men fell into a 

pkiiiQish with tljieatatepd^J"^** ^ A® ^^V^ 
ror,. This, h^ said,, was a concejt^ plot* 
aad Syll^, wastl^^'^uthor of it,.thpughj3ijB{l 
l^omuch as one of bis clients,. noi;,feY|Ea\^ 
sl^ve of his, wa^ fpund to hax^fljeenpfi^i^ 
jpart^, ,Sylj*>. io:/a9t* >^ oei^her; c^pa, 
cit]y 9or sgirit fgr^^p updert^^ng SQ.bj^^ 
withdan^en ^fl^J^t* oiY.tb^;8}»ggesti9A of 
Grapjtus,. wbichj was .received ja^.„positiv^ 
proo^ he was objiged ip qui^' iift.go^ntry, 
, iiiid Reside, for ^^he future, , i^ ; pl^ pity. ,p| 
^arseille^., , " ;,: .,^_:\ "^ .-.J',, -<[^ iii 

XLVIII, P WRING the same.coi^sialjahip, 
the seiMit9,§av^ audience to ^*e.dpp^tie9| 
liom the magistrates and the. people of P.u^ 
teoli (^a^.. The fornier cpmijpl^ii^of 1^ 
jicentipusness of the populace, and) the, M^ 
ter retajiated, ip bitter term^, , ^gainst thft 
pride and avarice of the nobles. It apf 
peared that the mpb rose, in a .tumultuous 
body, discha;;giD^ volleys of atonesj,. ip^ 
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threateiiiBg^ sQt fyte,f» the faoums. A book 
geaeiilrmassf^cre waS: Ukeljv to be the con- 



jsequeqce;: (^$w^ Caji^ins waa dispatohed ^'8?i* 
to <iueU^ t^e iosurreotiao* His xneasures^ ^'J^ 
too harsh and viqI^^ Jfor the ; ock^asion, 
servied Poly to irritate thepe^pl^* He was 
recalled, at bis own request, aad tbetwo 
i^cpbooii yere s«it to supply bis place; 
Tfiej :;tQQk with them a prsBtorian cohort. 
By the terror of a miUtary force j and the 
execution? pf a few rioglqaders^ ih^ .public 
tranqui^ty was restored. j • : ' 

. i^LIX. A D£CB.££ of the senate, which 
had. nP higher object 1^han to anthcme the 
people of Syracuse td exceed, in their 
pubhc spectacles, ; the number of gladiators 
limited by law, wduld be ' matter tcx> trite, 
and unworthy of notice, if the . oppoeition; 
0>ade by Faetus Thrasea,> had not excited 
against that excellent man a. number of 
enemies. They seized the opportunity to 
trdduce his chaiaejber; " If he is, as .he 
pretends to be, seriously of opinion, that 
the public good requires liberty of speech 
and. ireeddm of debate, why descend to 
-* things so frivolous in their nature? Are 
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Spot * peiee aaid wbr €tf ndimj^ri&ti^ ? WhtA 
ti^J*^ '^lawBa»ifl■quettttbIl$ %iiei6trilMibstt£id 
^Jl^'.^ ^' ini{»ft»ai« tile subject biibi^ tte ftHlferiii 
^ ** and when ^oint» df tkie fijrst ikipatUmt^ 
f* ave in agiihtiod, ^b^ is^hife ^Ibqiieiioi 
4* th6t4 ? Every staiatol?, wlid risiift itt m 
^ piacby Imh thtt piivilege bf titcMng whdl-'' 
i* iBfra- he conceitfes «o bfe ccmdiiteiVe tb the 
" public -vr^lfare j ind- what hii^ nu^el, hfe 
** has ft n^tto diseusis, to debate, and pvk 
, ^ to ihe vote.. And yet to iegulate the aifi^ 
** phitheatre of Syracuse is tikd sote :bUsi^ 
'* ness of a professed and zealous patriot I 
^ Is the* adinttiUitlation- iiOi aU i^ tparts 
f* so fiur and perfect, th^t «r«n •Tht-^si^ 
^ himself, if he held the r«in;$ of gdVi6Aft 
f* itetit, coald find nothing to r^f m ? -If 
t*. lie snfifers inatters df (he fint iii}|>orthn«i^ 
f* to pass in silence, vthj amnse us ti^ith & 
f* taxsdL 4iebate on questiom, WlH^reiii Wi 
<* mati iuids himself interested r 

c The fiiends of Thrasea desired an ^pla* 
liatioa-of his conduct ; his answer was as 
follows t Wheii he roBe to make hto dbjed- 
tibns to the laiw in questiofl^ he wis &6t 
^giorant ei ^ ftusmaiia^MHidnt tb^l pr6^ 
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ta^ed in tdl depuaknetito of Af gpreco^ mp 
Bamt; bot the ptiaciple on wbidk fat ti^^v^ 
ictedv liwl in Tiew the hooour of the. ac^ ^sYc^ 
mte. When nuitten of little moliieikt ^' 
dreir tiie attention of like &thenl, niciii 
would see that aifahrs of unportoi>£fe;coiiU 
not escape a body of nien> who thimght 
jiotibang that conceroisd the |nihlic foebratli 
theiraolioe. 

v- L. Ths complaints of the pebpte, m ^<t 
(bourse of this year, against the oppreiiioisk 
praotised by the o^eitcur^ (aj of tl» fti> 
ventt^, were so loud and .riokat, that. N^ 
was inclined to abolish the whole system 
of duties and taxes, thereby to serve the 
interests of humanity, and bestow dn hoan- 
kind the greatest blessing in his poWen; To 
^is genekotes sentiment thii fikthor* gfiri 
ibe highest applause t but &e design, tha^ 
said, hoivever noMe^ wits, iikog^ce inq> 
practicable. To abrogate all taxes, w«r| 
ia cut off ^ nteouitees of gor^nment, and 
dissolve the commonwealth, ilepeal tilt 
Imposts cm trade, and what would be the 
consequence? The tribute paid by ^m 
pwvinces nuiat, in like mumcr, b«'Hi> 
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tfcfe rer^nxiewere estabUsbed by the con-^ 



^gH^^sds^aidd. tribal Eome; in tbe penod 
^- lif^liberty; Vhenothe -old; republic IScm*^ 
rUifed in all its g&>ry«. Tbe revenue system, 
yhich basr since grown; up;» ^as farmed on 
a^iftrir' estimate, proportioned to, the de-^ 
- lifands bf ^FeramenL.. .It would; indeed^ 
be highly proper to restrain within due 
bounds the conduct of the collectors, that 
tiie<sevciral.dut£es, which were sanctioned 
by the: acquiescence of ages, might not^ 
by oppression and rapacity, be convert* 
ed' into a grievance too . rigorous to be 
endured/.. 

' -: ILJ. NsEO issued a proclamation, dire&t^ 
mg that the revenue laws (a)^ till lliat tkask 
icept among the mysteries of state, should 
be drawn lip injforin,' and entered on tHe 
public tabled ibr. the iBs^iection of all-jdfo 
grees wd sranlks of inen. : . £E was also ioade 
fii mle,timtTior(aTrtor io£ more than a year's 
ttlBindkig shouJii'be /seoovered d}y the tax- 
gdth6lfets;'snd^in all casds of ,. complaint 
•gainst l&ose officers, the same should be 
Inani and. decklediiii a . summary way, b^ 
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tiMspnutOYiU Bkime» .smd.in jtke wook 

aoldieis aU formef privilegast and i»iwi-> 
]^i^.were presCTmiy mth aa exception of ^^* 
tibe duties on merchandise; if thej entaid 
iato:tode.. Man5r other regfiktiqnS':vr6re 
addbdy all :jiiBt and equitablis^ and; fixr 
aoilietime^ stiidily obsea^ved; but sufierad. 
afterwards to; hlh iiito disuse. The abo-- 
litioni, .hovir^er, of the fortieth and^the iit^ 
tiedif penny^ with many -other exactttMiSy 
il»rent«d hy. the^aTarice of . the pnUicaiiSy 
still continues in force. The exportatifMi 
of com, from the provinces beyond sea, 
was' also put under proper; regulations ; 
4li^imppsts:were diminiished ; tiie shipping 
empl^ed in xx)mmerce was not to be r^ted 
in tiie r^stimate of' the merchants' effects, 
and^' of comse, stood exempted, from all 
duties. ^ . .. 1 . 

* Xn. SujLBXGius Camerinus (aj aod 
BitdponiustiSilTanus, who had governed; 
itai'Africa^ with proconsular kuthority, were^ 
both! .accused of mal-adtaifnistraticm, htidi 
«iscjgiittedidD9rjthe:emp«ror^ The acazsiesst 
#f i^QruBias wear^fetw iiiiiEtiuaEihtiv and) tbm 
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wgm aHogiiions yrtn.ptin^ «ctti ti cmeU^ Ml 

s»^ iadividttaK not n^ine or estortian» ev anjK 

^Si^^ dkmegi oi a pabHe natwe. Silvanvs ^raut 

^i^ beset by powccfol enemict. Tbay pmytA 

tbae to |»Qduce tbnir witnesan : tii6 ^ 

^ni^uit pmaad lor aa iamediato beortm^ 

He was ac^ advaoeed is years, and hak 

itD-duldreft; the ooasequence was, tbabft 

84King> party espMtsed has ioterfest. Hetii*? 

uinphed over his . enemiesy aad his iiiccuia 

^wat nnrewwded. "Diey hof^ed by tfaeas 

ncniiceft tq merit his estate, faathetotfrneil 

them adl< 

; UII. DvKivo thb m^k p^liod, « 
aettled oaim pievaSed in Gcmaugr. 13ife» 
ommaaaders, in that ipiartocj .plain^ siaiw 
tjbat isiuqaplad ocaanNaits,^ granted, as tlie(ji 
hadj^cea, <m erery tiiflitag^ecpassod,. nikaa 
no longtt an hooour. To preserve tiM» 
peace of the provinces they thou^t their 
tfcnast glory. Paubmis Pcnpcais andl Xu- 
<fiaa Vetws were then at the head of the 
l^ian^. Tliattiieac(ldiery,ho>(nsrer, mi^ht 
ijofciaiigaiuli in a state of imctiaBy PuiliiUMi 
fiaidnd tin gceaA^ wnrh. of a baak, tb graft 
maA. tibf igmifbrtpig of the RfaMv ^ mft^ 
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fi«i.yat6fgiSA\i^ TSmma fig.^^ warn 

Ime (aj^, Ytim badi coo^i^iled » natt dot J^ 
sign ; he had in cockt^mpbifliocr a (aiml» bji %u.*^ 
which the waters of the Moselle ^fc^ and the ^^ 
4kt»? w«ce 101 b< <;#eitti^<!«Kted, HO ih6 ind 

lh^:f^lNir«!, t^ eatci th^ ^.hoiie %|ii tiie 
^^[««^t|en9i}efp» a#^ pas^iilg th^Qce i«ilo 
IM A<a|, p««i«(«d: thrau|i» t^ vHm f^kxmr 
Qfl %to t^e M<PiseU^ a,nd a^ul down tbs 
Ithwe into tjbe, Qf cmao Oeean.. This .^an 
ira» an a .gr»a^ 9c«^ : ^|igi»ng mMrchi$» 
<>:v«:a I(Hig traict <9£l^d wcwAd be no hw^ 
tgicmmey, and! » coBMaodions Bnvigatioo 
yr^d b9 opened between the western aticl 
nKur^btcra mm. 



, MMasi (xmci)m, who commanded in tba 
B^igie Gaiil^ beard oS Urn nmgta6cmA 
pbtt W^ il» jfiaHomyi oi a Misble mtnd* 
Ife gai« amfice ta Yetits, that he and Ids 
hsffotm miiut nut thUi 9$ entering llii pim 
fmcietof foottedHctt. Sudfeastcp, ha 
Maj4 WQidd hairie the af>yff«m>nge o£<a dn* 
sigli tm gs6.mt^ «ABctin»» of tbe.pepfib <tf 
Gia#, imd^ by /<!ioiia«qi|eso9, n^^ :^«f 
f mbrage to: iSb» enipes«tr« la ikm naknctv 
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BOOK a^ often happens, ike danger of having too 
WW miich merit laid aside a project of great 
^8?i'.^* importance to the pablic. 

A. D. 

^ LIV. "The Barbarians, having seentl^ 
hmg inactivity of the Roman armies, con-* 
cdveda notion, that the generals had it in 
C€>ramand not to march against the enemy. 
In this- persuasion, the Frisians if a^, having 
ordered the weak, through sex or age, to 
be opnveyed across the lakes, marched wiih 
the tkme^ of their young men through 
Sf^oods and morasses towards the banks of 
the Rhii^, where they took possessionem 
a large tract, vacant, indeed, at the time^ 
but in fact appropriated to the use of the 
Roman soldiers* In this .emigration, the 
teading chirfs were Verritus and IMbalorix, 
both of them so^reign princes, if sovereign 
power may be said to exist in Germany^ 
They. had already fixed their, habitations; 
they began to cullavaitef Hbe isoiiy and the 
lands Ulcere sbwA in as lall sec^nty as if they 
occupied their i^v6«1soil; Whis^n Vibius 
Avttias^ who suocefiid^'flMilinusiin the gp^ 
ver^mlteig; of thecpro^fice^ ihrbstieneid to 
attackrthem with his n^lscHe force; if they 
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liid jiQt evdduate the country,, or obtain a book 
^ttlement from the emperor. Intimidated s^rv^ 
by these menaces, the German chiefs set 'siu ' 
put for Rome. Being there obliged to ^ig?' 
wait till Nero was at leisure from other bur 
sioiess, they e^mployed their time in seeing 
such curiosities ^s are usually shewn to 
strangers, ^hey were conducted to Pom- 
pey's theatre fbjywhere the grandeur of th^ 
people, in one vast assembly, could not 
fail to miaJ^e an impression. Rude minds 
have no taste fqi^ the exhibitions of the 
theatre (cj. They gazed at every thing 
with a face ofi wonder : the place for the 
populape, and the different seats assigned 
to the several orders of the state, engaged 
their attention. Curiosity was excited: 
they enquired which were the Roman 
knights, and which the senators. Among 
the last they perceived a few, who, by their 
exotic dress, were known to be foreigners. 
Thpj.sopn learned that they were ambas- 
S^ors, from different states, and that the 
j^rivil^ge of mixing with the fathers was 
granted by way of distinction, to do honour . 
.to men, who by- their courage and fidelity 
sui^assed the rest of the world. The an- 

VOL. III. T 
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y Ml t^nrgirVdo^ee to the ttro ehteftalfii. Ift 

ysW i^lafc ^ tftfourand iategfiti'* the 6t$nMiis> 

^«u.^' tik«y nUd, were s^c&iul to tio {i^pte tipOA 

^1^ Mrib. With Olis MQk6 of filitiMial prid(^ 

t&ey tmt nbhiptly, aud uxdt ^eit ^Mtt 

tfiiei^ the mniltoH. Th^ tt>ilgh bat Ik^ 
fiest «imf>Ikiityia)ffU«($d ft geti«ml plea^ai^ 
tiUidttgh ihH £lUdi<$ttde. It was cOii^id«»«d 

M the tNiddfeti im^ttt^ of libdny } n gloit 
«f gMj«ttm» efiat(Ititi6n. N«9^ ^nted M 
th« two chiefs fil« ptiViki^e Of BcMtotl dti« 
te^s, huli td the sftnie tiitt^, deiUtt^, IhtA ' 
fh6 Frf^M ttiuBt d^s^ from th^ l^iid* 
whieh-th^y had t^resutued to OcS^py. iTbft 
^rbarians tt*fi)sM to sUbtnit Adt&fe&i^ 
ihettt of the au^liaty ho^e Wd» §ient (at*, 
Wftrd, with orders to dislodge the<A. Th« 
ditttet^ w^ fnade With vigoar, AhA ftU Who 
' >t»tsted. Were either tdken pmonets^ 6t 
j[>iit to the swoltt. 

LV. AwOTHEii imiptiofl was *oa!i ftfl5eir 
ttiade ih the same quarteir by the Atii^Mfcii' 
rians Cd)t a people respected foir Aeir owik 
internal strength, and still more foi^midahi^ 
on account of the genersff sympathy wiHii 
which the- neighbouring stated b^dd tii^ 
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^liimiigi* Tbey had beem drivm by the book 
Cbauciaxis from their native land, and hav- s^ry-J 
iBg Tp^ place which thej could call their ^'gYi.^* 
couBtrjy they roamed aboet in quest of ^l^' 
some retreat, where they might dwell in 
peaces although in ^xile* Bo]ocaliiS5 a 
Warlike chief, was at the head of thh wan-^ 
deriiig.nation« Hei had ^ined renow:n in 
arms, and ^tinguishdd Mmsdf by his 
faithful attachment to the ififetests of 
Rome^ He urged, in Tindication of his 
Gondact^ that in the revolt of the Cberas- 
cara (b)^ he had been loaded with iroM by 
the order of Arnrintus. Since that time^ 
he had served in the Roman arntfieg; at 
first nndei' Tiberius, and afterwai'ds tittdef 
Germanicus i and nowy at the end of fifty 
years, he was willing to add to his past ser- 
vices the merit of stibmitting himself and ^ 
his peopk to the protection of the Ro^ 
xnans. ** The country iii disptfte,"' he said, 
" was of wide extent; aiid tifidei^ colour of 
" reserving it for tlje use "of the legionsy / 

** whole tracts of latod remained unoceu-^ 
*' pied, waste, aiad desokte. v Let thoRo 
** man 3oldiers depasture their cattle ; let 
" them retain lands for that purposef ; tote* ^ 

T 2 
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BOOK " let^them not, while they feed their hoise^^ 
" reduce mankind to the necessity of pe- 
" rishing by famine* Let them not prefer 
" a dreary solitude to the interests of hu- 
" manity. The aflfections of a people, will-* 
" ing to live in friendship with them, are 
*V preferable to a wide waste of barren lands. 
** The exclusive possession of the country 
" in question "was by no means a novelty, 
•* It had been occupied, first by the Cha- 
' ^* mavians fcj ; after them by the Tubantes ; 
" and finally, by the Usipians. The fir- 
' ^ mament over our heads is the mansion of 
** the gods; the earth was given to man; 
^* and what remains unoccupied, lies in 
•*^ C9mmon for all/' At these words, >hc 
looked up to the sun, and appealing to the 
whole planetary system, asked with a spirit 
af enthusiasm, as if the heavenly lumina- 
ries were actually present, whether an un- 
cultivated deserjtj^ the desolatiofa of nature, 
gave a prospect fit for them.- to survey • 
\ Would they not rather let loose the ocean, 

to overwhelm in a sudden .deluge a race of 
^ men, who made it their trade to carry de- 

vastation through the nations, and make 
fch« world a wilderness ? 
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LVI. AviTus answered in a decisive book 

XIII 

tone, that the law pf the strongest must s^-^v^ 
prevail. " Th^ gods*, whom Boiocalas in- ^'au.^* 
" voked, had so ordained. By their high ^'g^* 
" will, the Romans were invested with su- 
" prenie authority; to give, or ta]ke away, 
" was their prerogative; they were the, 
" sovereign arbiters^ and would admit no 
"other judges/' Such was^ the answer 
given in public to the Ansibarians. Tq 
Boiocalus, in consideration of his former 
merit, an allotment of lands was privately 
ofFei*ed. The German considered it as the 
price of treachery, and rejected it with 
disdain: " The earth,*' he said, " may not 
" afford a spot where we may dwell in 
" peace ; a place where we may die we can 
"never want/' The interview ended here. 
Both -sides departed with mutual animo-^ 
sity. The Ansibarians prepared for war. 
Tlxey endeavoured to rouse the Bructe- 
rians j^a^i, the Tencterlans, and other na- 
tions still more remote. Avitus sent dis- 
patches to Curtilius Mancia, the com- 
mander in chief on the Upper Rhine, with 
instructions to cross the river, and shew 
himself in the rear of the enemy. In the 
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BOOK mean time, he put himself at the tead of 

XIII 

%,^pv^ his legions, and entered the country of the 
'siu * TenctCTians <6J, threatening to carry swoid 
^58^' and firie through their territories, if they 
did not forthwith renounco the confede- 
racy. Hie Barbarians laid down theip 
arms. The Bructerians in a P^i^ip followed 
their example. Terror and consterdatioa 
spread through the country. In the ca^ise 
pf others none wpre willing to .encounter 
certain danger. 

In this distress, the Ansibarians, aban-» 
doned by all, retreated to the Usipian9 
and Tubantes. Being therp rejected, they 
sought protection from the Catti^^ns, and 
afterwards from the Cheruscans. In the 
end, worn out with long and painful 
marches, no where received as friends, in 
most places repulsed as enemies, and want- 
ing every thing in a foreign land, the whole 
--r nation perished. The young, and such as 
were able to carry amis, were put to the 
^word ; the rest were sold to slavery. 

LVII. In the course of the same sum- 
toer, a battle was fought^ with great rage 
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and sltughter, \)§ivreo9 th« Hentiwn^iiriiWi mx 
and the (M^xm* (a), Tb« «jielu»iye py^ w,,^ 
perty of a river, which flowed bftw^en ^sn.^ 
both nations, impregnated T^itb »tQf9s of \^ 
salt /"^^t wa0 the cause oi their ia»«tu«l ajMr 
nosity. To the natural 6«r6sneis oi !I^t 
barians, who knonr no decision b«t tb»t of 
the sword, they added the gloomy motives 
of superotition. According to t^e «r«94 of 
those savage nations, thai part of ^ wor Jd 
lay in the vicinity of the heavws, imd 
tbence the prayers of wen ivei?e wafted to , 
ti!^ ear oS the gods. Thj$ whole region WAI , 
by consequence, peculiarly favoared i and 
to that cin;unistance it was to ho asenbfid* 
that the, river and the adjaoen^ woods 
teemed with quontities of salt (o), not, «# 
in other places, a concretion on tho 90a- 
shore, fi>nned by the foaonng of tbf wayot, 
Iwt jHviduced by the simple act x^ l^xpsnw^ 
i#ig dM water from the stream on A ptfe (jS 
barning wood, where, by tho coi^iot of 
<^)pa8ite dements, the' substance was Wr 
l^ideced. Vox this salt a blfKudy ba^tlt 
was fought. Victory declared in iwfom of 
the Hermundurians. . The event was tbo 
DsoDe destructive to the Cat^ant, as bo^ 
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BOOK armies^ with their usual ferocity, had de* 
voted the vanquished as a sacnfice to Mars 
and Mercury. By that horrible vow, men 
and horses, with whatever belonged to the 
routed amiy, were doomed to destruction/^ 
The vengeance meditated by the Cattians. 
fell with redoubled fury on themselves. 

About the same time, a dreadful and 
unforeseen disaster befel the Ubians, a 
people in alliance with Rome. By a sud- 
den eruption of subterraneous fire, their 
farms, their villages, their cities, and their 
habitations, were all involved in one general 
conflagration. The flames extended far 
and wide, and well nigh reached the Ro- 
man colony, lately founded in that part of 
Germany. The fire raged with such vio^ 
lence, that neither the rain from the hea* 
vens, nor the river-waters, could extinguish 
it. - Every reniedy failed, till the peasants, 
driven to* desperatioh, threw in heaps of 
8ton43s^, and checked the fury of the flames.' 
Themischief beginning to subside, they 
advanced with clubs, as if to attack a 
troop of wild beasts. Having beat down 
the fire, they stripped off their clothes, 

y 
\ 

t 
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and . throwing them, wet and besmeared book 
with filth, upon the flames, extinguished v«.^vv 
the conflagration. "^'eii, ' 

A.D. 

LVIII. This year the tree, cali^ed Ru^ 
KiNALis (a)^ which stood in the place as- 
signed for public elections, and eight hun- 
dred and forty years before (b) had given 
shelter to the infancy of Romulus and 
Renins, began to wither in all its branches. 
The sapless trunk seemed to threaten a 
total decay. This was considered as a 
dreadful prognostic, till new buds expand-- 
ing into leaf, the tree recovered its former 
verdure. 
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CaIUS VIPSTANUS and Ltdus Foh- 300K 
Iwii tiiceeede^ to the cdnsulsfaip. Nera ^i, 
was detemtiiied i»d longw to defer the %Yi^ 
tflftek d€Bign which had kin lin- some time ^;^ 
itetered in hi* he^ft. He had gained in 
four yours a ta^te of power^ und was &o\r 
^dii^» sanguine eiKMigh to think that he 
flught haasrd a daiing stride in gnilt. Hiil 
kfve £3f Popfysft kindled eveiy day to 
\A^ tttdottf . To be the miperial vnS^ 
wit the ambition of that aspiring bcanty \ 
but while Agtippina lived, she could not 
itope f|9 see Octavk dirorced from the em- 
{Kim)r% She liegan* by whimpered calvuoiiy, 
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BOOK to undermine the emperor's mother, and, 
at times, in a vein of pleasantry, to alarm 
the pride and jealousy of Nero. With an 
air of raillery she called him a pupil, still 
under tuition ; a dependant on the will of 
others, in fancy guiding the reins of go- 
vernment, but, in reality, deprived of per- 
sonal liberty. '^ For what other reason was 
" her marriage so long deferred ? Had her 
" person already lost the power of pleas- 
" ing? Were the triumphal honours ob- 
" tained by her ancestors a bar to her pre- 
" ferment ? Or was it supposed that she 
*• was not of a fruitful coustitution, capable 
" of bearing children? Perhaps the sincerity 
" of her love was called in question. No; 
" the voice of a wife might be heard, and 
^' the pride and avarice. with which an imr 
*^ perious mother insulted the senate and 
** oppressed the : people, might be expos- 
" ed in open day. If, however, it was a 
^'settled point with Agrippina, ths^tno one 
" but the bosom plague of the emperor 
" should be her daughter-iiiJatw, Poppgea^ 
" could return to the embraces 4)f Otho (a); 
" with him she could retire to some remote 
"corner of the world, where she jo^ght 

[digitized by CjOOQ IC 



OF TACITOS. 



«< 




289 

-hear, indeed, of the emperor's disgrace, book 
** but at a distance, with the consolation of 
*^ neither being a spectatress of the scene,' 
" nor a sharer in his afflictions/' By these 
and such like suggestions, intermixed with 
tears and female artifice, she ensnared 
the heart of Nero. No one attempted to 
weaken her influence. To see the pride of 
Agrippina humbled was the wish of all ; 
but that the son would renounce the ties of 
natural affection, and imbrue his hands in 
the blood of liis mother, was what never 
entered the imagination of any man. 

II. In the history of those times trans- 
mitted to us by Cluvius, we read, that 
Agrippina, in her rage for power, did not 
scruple to meet the emperor about the 
middle of the day, as he rose from table, 
high in blood, and warm with wine. Hav- 
ing adorned her person to the best advan- 
tage, she hoped, in those moments, to in- 
cite desire, and allure iijm to the annatural 
union. Wanton play and amorous dal- 
liance were seen by the confidential attend- 
ants, and deemed a 'certain prelude to the 
act of criminal gratification. Against the 

VOL. Ill, u 
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BOOK BXtificeB of one woman Seneca resolved to 

XIV 

^-^v^ play off tbecharms of another, and Act^ (a)' 
^sV*.^* w« accordingly cmpteyed- The jealousy^ 
^'^' of the concubine was easily abnned : fihe^ 
saw her oivn danger, and the infamy that 
awaited the prince. Being taught her les- 
son, she gave notice to Nero that he was 
publicly ch,arged with incest, while Im mo* 
ther gloried in the crime- The army, ^he 
said, would revolt from a man phinged m 
vice of so deep a dye, Pabius Ruaticuft 
differs from this account. If we believe 
that author, Agrippina did not seek thi* 
vile pollution. It was the natural pas- 
sion of Nero, and Act6 had the address to 
wean him from it. Cluvius, however, is 
confirined by the testimony of other writer?* 
The report of common fame is alsjo on his^ 
. side. Men were willing to believe the worst 
of Agrippina. If she was not* in fact, 
guilty of a design so detestable, a new 
inclination, however shocking to nature^ 
seemed probajrfe in a woman of her cbifc* 
- racter ; who, in the prime of her youths 

from motives of ambition, resigned her per* 
son to Lepidns (b) ; >¥ho afterwards, with 
the same-view, descended to be the prostl^ 
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tuteofPalla8> und, to crown the whole, by book 

XIV 

an incestuous marriage with her uncle, ww 
avowed herself capable of the worst of ^gVif^* 
crimes^ %^- 

. IIL Fjkom this time Nero shunned the 
presence of his mother. Whenever she went 
to her gardens, or to either of her seats afc 
Tusculum (a) or Antium, he commendect 
her taste for the pleasures of retirement 
At length, detesting her wherever she was# 
he determined to dispatch het at once* 
How to execute his purpose, whether by 
poison, or the poniard, was the onlyldiffi^ 
culty. The former seemed the most ad- 
visable; but to administer it at his own 
table might be dangerous, since the fate of-^ 
Britannicus was too well kngwn. To trtm- , 
per with her domestics was equally unjsafe. 
A woman of her cast, practised in guilty 
and inured to evil deeds, would be upoa 
her guard > and ' besides, bj the habit of 
using antidotes,, she was fortified. againUi 
every kind of poison. To asssissinate her^ 
and yet conceal the murder, was impracti- 
cable. Nerotihad too settled plan, nor was 

u 2 
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book: ttiere among his creatures a single person' 

v--v^ in whom he could confide. 
A. u. c. 

l^' In this embarrassment Anicetus ofiered 
his assistance. Hiis man had a genius for 
the worst iniquity. From the raaik of an 
enfranchised slave he rose to the command 
of the fleet that lay at Misenum. He had 
Ikeen tutor to Nero in his infancy^ and aU' 
ways at variance with Agrippina. ' Mutual 
hostility produced mutual hatred. He 
proposed the model of a ship upon a new 
coiistruction, formed in such a manner 
that in the open sea part might give way 
at once, and plunge Agrippina to the bot- 
tom, yhe ocean, he said, was the element 
of disasters ; and if the vessel foundered, 
malignity itself could not convert into a 
crime what would appear to be the effect 
of adverse winds and boisterous waves;^ 
After her decease the prince would have 
nothmg to do but to raise a temple to her 
memory. Ahsus and public monumentsr 
would be proofs of filial piety. 

IV. NsRO approved of the stratagem^ 
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and tte circumstances of the time con* book 
spired to favoiir it. The court was then at v-^-y^ 
Baiae, to celebrate, during five days, the 'sig. 
. festival called the Quikquateua (aj. ^'^ 
4grippina was invited to bp of th^ pasty i 
To tempt her thither Nero changed his 
tone» " The humours of a parent flaimed 
*^ indulgence ; for sudden starts of passion 
^^' allowance ought to be made, and petty 
" resentments could not be effaced too 
^' sooir/^ By this artifice he hoped to cir- 
culate an opinion of his entire reconcilir 
ation^ and Agrippina^ he had no doubts 
Avith the easy credulity of her sex, would 
be the dupe of a report that flattejed her 
wishes. She sailed from Antium to attend 
Jthe festival. The prince went to the sea- 
•coast to receive her. He gave her his 
hand; he embraced her tenderly, and con- 
duct4?d her to a villa called BauU (b)^ in 
a pleasant situation, washed by the ^^a» 
where it forms a bay between the cape of 
Misenum and the gulph of Baiee. A mong 
the vessels that lay at anchor, one in par- 
ticular, more superb than the rest, seemed 
intended by its decorations to do honour 
-to the emperor's mother. Agrippijia was 
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BOOK food of saiiing^'parties. She frequendj 

v-^v^ made coasting^voyages in a galley with 

^*8i9. ' three ranks of oars, and mariners selected 

^^' from the fleet. The banquet, of which sha 

wai^ to partake, was fixed at a late hour, 

that the darkness o£ the night might fa* 

vour the perpetration of an atrocious deed. 

But the secret transpired: on the first 
intelligence, Agrippina, it is said,' could 
scarce give credit to so black a story. She 
chose, however, to be conveyed to Baiae in 
fi land-carriage. Her fears, as soon as she 
arrived) were dissipated by the polite ad-^ 
dress of her son. He gave her the most 
gracious reception, and placed her at table 
above himself. He talked with fratakness, 
and, by intermixing sallies of youthful vi#. 
vacity with niore sedate conversation, had 
the skill to blend the gay, the airy, and the 
«erious« He protracted the pleasures of 
the soeial meeting to a late hour, when^ 
Agrippina thought it time to retire. T^ie 
prince attended her to the shore ; he ex-^- 
changed a thousand fond endearments, 
and^ clasping her to his bosom, fixed his 
MBy^s upop her with ardent affection, pefr 
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hapg intending, under the appearanjce of book 
filial piety, to disguise his purpose ; or, it v-^^-v^ 
might be, that the sight of a mother doomed W^.^'' 
to destruction, might make even a heart ^^^* 
like his yield, for a moment, to the touch 
of nature. 

V. That this iniquitous scene should 
not be wrapped in darkness, the care of 
Providence seems to have interposad. The 
night Vas calm and serene ; the stars shot 
forth their brightest lustre, and the sea pre- 
sented a smooth expanse. Agrippina went 
on board, attended by only two of her 
domestic train. One of them, Crepereius 
Gallus, took his place near the steerage; 
the other, a female attendant, by name 
Acerronia, stretched herself at the foot of 
the bed where her mistress lay, and in the 
fulness of her heart expressed her joy to 
see the son awakened to a sense of his 
duty, and the mother restored to' his good 
graces. ITie vessel had made but little 
way, when, on a signal given, the deck 
over Agrippina's cabin fell in at once. 
Being loaded with lead, Crepereius was 
"crushed under the weight. The props of 

/ 
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BOOK the bed-room, happening to be of a solid 
v^,.^ structure, bore up the toad, and saved both 
'818. ' Agrippina and her servant. Nor did the 
^5^ vessel, as was intended, fall to pieces at 
oiice. Consternation, hurry, and confu** 
sion, followed. The innocent, in a panic> 
bustled to and fro, embarrassing and con- 
founding such as were in the plot. To 
heave the ship on one side, and sink her at 
once, was the design of the accomplices: 
but not acting in concert, and the rest 
making contrary eflforts, the vessel went 
down by slow; degrees. This gave the pas- 
sengers an opportunity of escaping from 
the wreck, and trusting to the mercy of the 
/ waves. . ' 

Acerronia, in her fright, called herself 
Agrippina, and, with, pathetic accents, im*- 
plored the mariners to save the emperor's 
mother. The assassins fell upon her with 
, their oars, with their poles, and with whatr 
ever instruments they could seize. She 
died under repeated blows. Agrippina 
hushed her fears; not a word escaping 
from her, she passed undistinguished by 
the murderers, without any other damage 
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4han a wotind on her shoulder. She dash« book 

"/ • • XIV 

ed into the sea, and, by struggling with all wv^ 

l^er efforts^ kjept herself above water till ^Vi.^* ^ > 

the small barks put oflF from the shore, arid, ^^' 

coming in good time to her assistance, con- 

yeyed her up the Lucrine lake (a), to her 

own villa. 



VI. Shb was now at leisure to reflect on 
the misery of her situation. The treachery 
of her son's letter, conceived in terms of 
affection, and his mock civility, were too 
apparent. Without a gust of wind, and 
without touching a rock, at a small distance 
from the shore, the vessel broke down firom * 
t^e upper deck, like a piece of mechanism 
constructed for the purposfe. • The death of 
Acerronia, and the wound which she her- 
self received, were decisive circumstances. 
But even in that juncture she thought it 
b^st to temporise. Against powerfubeno- . 
nues not to see too much is the safest po- 
licy. She sent her freedman Agerinus to 
inform her son that, by the favour of the 
^ds, and the good auspices of the emper 
ror, she had escaped from a shipwreck. 
The news, she had no doubt, would affect 
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BOOK her son, but, for the present, she wished H^ 
w-y^ would forbear to visit her. In her situa^ 
*«is.^* tion, rest was all she wanted i* Having dis* 
:^' patched her messenger, she assumed an 
air of courage; she got her wound dressed, 
and us^d ill proper applications. With air 
air of ease she called for the' last will of 
Acerronia, and, having ordered an inven- 
tory to be made of her effects, secured 
every thing under her own seal ; acting iin 
this single article without dissimulation. 

VII. Kero, in the mean time, expects 
ed, with impatience, an account jof hife 
mother's death. Intelligence at last, wa» 
brought that she still survived, wounded, 
indeed, and knowing from what quarter 
the blow 'was aimed. The prince heard 
tlie news with terror and astonishmeM. In 
the hurr^ of his imagination, he saw his 
mother already at hand, fierce with in- 
dignation, calling aloud for* vengeance, 
and rousing her slaves to an insurrection. 
She might have recourse to the army, 
and stir up a rebellipn; she might open 
the whole dark transaction to the se- 
tiate; she might carry her 'complaints to 
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the ^r of the people. Her wouod, the boos 
ifirreck, the murder of her friends, every C^v^ 
circumstance would inflame resentment ^eii^ 
-What course remained for him? Where ^'^* 
was Seneca? and where was Burrhus? 
He had sent for them on the first ali^tn : 
they came with expedition; but whether 
stmngers to the plot, remains uncertain^ 
They stood, for some time, fixed in silenca 
To dissuade the emperor from his M\ dek 
sign, they knew was not in their, power; 
And, in the present dilemma, they saw, per- 
haps, that Agrippina must fall, or Nero 
perish* Seneca, though on all other occa-^ 
sions read;|r to take the lead, fixed his eyes 
on Burrhus. After a pause, he desired to 
know whether it were advisable to order 
the soldiers to complete the business* 
Burrhus was*otf opinion, that the prsetorian 
soldiers, devoted to the house . of Caesar^ 
and still respecting the memory of Gertnak 
nicus, would not be willing to spill the 
blood of his daughter. It was for AniceJ- 
tu6 to finish the last act of the tragedy. * 

That bold assassin undertcx)k the busi* 
ness. He desired to have thfe catastrophe 
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■ 900K In his own bands. Nero revived at ihe 
wy^ sound. From that day, be said, the impe* 
*«V«-^ rial dignity would be his, and that mighty 
^^' benefit would be conferred by an enfran- 
chised slave. *^ Haste, fly/' • be cried ; 
*' take with you men fit for your purpose, 
** and consummate all/' Anicetus heard 
that a message was sent by Agrippina, and 
.thatAgerinus was actually arrived. His 
ready invention planned a new scene of 
Tillainy* ,WhiIe the messenger was in the 
^ct of addressing the prince,, he dropped a 
poniard between his legs, and instantly, as 
if he had discovered a treasonable design, 
sei^^d the man, and loaded him with irons^ 
from that circumstance taking colour to 
charge Agrippina with a plot against the 
life of her son; When she was disposed 
of, a report that, in despair,- she put an 
end to her life, would .be an apt addition 
to the fable. 

. Vin. Meanwhixe, the news of Agrip- 
pina's danger spread an alarm round the 
country. The general cry iibputed it to 
accident. The people rushed in crowds 
t/o the jsea-shore; th^ went on the pier^ 
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that projected into^the sea: they filled tlie k>o]C 
boats; they waded as far as they could 
Tcnture ; stretching forth their hands, ao'd 
calling aloud for help : the bay resounded ^J^* 
with shrieks aad lamentations, with dis* 
tracting questions, dissonant answers,, and 
a wild confusion of voices. Amidst the up- 
roar, numbers came with lighted torches* 
Finding that Agrippina w^ safe, they 
pressed ^ forward to offer their congratula^ 
tions, when a body of armed soldiers, threat^ 
ening violence*, obliged the whole cr6wd to 
disperse. Anicetus planted a guard round 
the mansion of Agrippina, and having burst 
open ^ the gates, he seized the slaves, and 
forced his way to her apartment. 

A few domestics remained at the door 
to guard the entrance : fear had dispersed 
the rest. In the room the pale glimmer 
of a feeble light was seen, and only one 
maid in waiting. Before the mffians broke 
in, Agrippina passed the moments in dread* 
fill agitation : she wondered that no mes- 
senger had atrived from her son. What de- 
tained Agerinus ? She listened, and on the 
coast where, not long before, the whple 
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^Bcme was tainult» noise, and confusion^ a di^nal 
^-^v-**' silence prevailed, broken at intervals, by 
8iiu a sudden uproar, that added to the horror 
«9*; * €f the scene. Agrippina trembled for her-* 
self. Her servant was leaving the room: 
she called to her, •♦ And do you too desert 
^ me ?*' In that instant she saw Anicetus en- 
tering the chamber. Herculeus, who had 
the command of a galley, and Oloaritns, a 
marine centurion, followed him. " If you 
•* come," said Agrippina, ** from the prince, 
•• tell him I am well ; if your intents are 
•* murderous, you are not sent by my son r 
^ the guilt of, parricide is foreign to his 
^ heart.** The ruffians surrounded her bed. 
The centurion of the marines was drawing 
his sword : at the sight Agrippina pre- 
sented her person, " And here,'* she said, 

*• PLUNGE YOUIl SWORD IN MY WOMB.'' 

. Herculeus, in that moment, gave the first 
blow with a club, and wounded her on the 
head. She expired under a number of 
mortal wounds. 

IX; The facts here related stand con-> 
firmed by the concurrent testimony of his^ 
torians. It is added, but not with equal 
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authorUyj iha.t Nero bebdd Ms j»0tli^ book 
stretched in death, and praised the ele- «--v-^ 

* A IT C 

gance of her form. This, however, is de- *8i«. ' 
Bied by other writers* The body w«s laid ^5^* 
put on a common couch, such as i^ used 
at meals, and, without any other ceremony, 
burnt that very night. During the life of 
Nero, no honour v/ap offered to her re^ 
mains; no tomb was erected tp tell wlver^ 
|he lay : nor was there so niuc^ as a mouad 
of earth to inclose the place* After same 
time an humblcinionumentf a^ W|is raised by 
her domestics on the roud to INIisenum, near 
the Tillaf6^ of Caesar the Dictator, whi^jht 
frpm an eminence, commands a beautiftil 
prospect of the se^ and the bays along the 
coast. Mnester, one of the enfranchised 
slaves of Agrippina, attended the funeral. 
A$ soon as the pile wae lighted, this m^an, 
unwilling to survive his mistress, or, per* 
haps, dreading the malice of her enemies; 
dispatched himself with his own s wordi Of 
her own dreadful catastrophe Agrippina had 
warnipg mar^y years before, when, consultr 
iog the Chaldeans vabmit the future lot of 
her son, she was told> that he would reign 
at Romie» and kill his mother. " Let him,'* 
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BOOK- she sjiid, ** let him kill me,.but"I^t iini' 
XIV. „ . « 
** Teign. 

X. This dreadful parricide was no sooner 
executed than Nero began to feel the hor- 
rors of his guilt. He lay, during the rest 
of the night, on the rack of his own mind ; 
silent, pengive, starting up with sudden 
fear, wild and distracted. He lifted his 
eyes in quest of day-light, yet dreaded iti 
approach. The tribunes and centurions,' 
by the advice of Burrhus, were the first to 
administer consolation. The flattery of 
these men raised him from despair. They 
grasped his hand, ^congratulating him on 
his escape from the dark designs of his 
mother. His friends crowded to the tem- 
ples to offer up their thanks to the gods. 
The neighbouring cities of Campania foU 
lowed their example. They oflered victims, 
and sent addresses to ^the prince. Nero 
played a different part ; he appeared with 
a dejected mien, ^veary of life, and incon* 
«olable for the loss of his mother. But 
the face of a country cannot, like the fea*- 
tures of man, assume a new appearance. 
The sea and the adjacent coast presented 
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to hi? ©yes a scene of guilt and hdrron It book 
was reported at the time that the sound of v--w 
trumpets was distinctly heard aloteg the ^'^^' 
ridge of the hills, and groans and shrieks' ^'^/ 
issued' from Agrippina's grave. Nero re- 
moved to Naples, and from that place dis- 
p9;tched letters to the senate, in substance 
as follows I 



XI. " AftiiRiNus^ the freedman of Agrip- 
pina, and of all her creatures the high-^ 
" est in her confidence, was found armed 
** with a poniard ; arid the blow being pre- 
" vented, with the same spirit that planned 
" the murder of her son, she dispatched 
^^ herself/' The letter proceeded to state a 
mimber of past transactions : " Her ambi-^ 
** tion aimed at a share in the supreme 
" power, and the praetorian bands were 
^' obliged to take an oath of fideUtj to hef* 
" The senate and the people were to sub^ 
V mit to the same indignity, and bear the 
^'yoke; of female tyranny. Seeing her 
** schemes defeated, she became an enemy 
*' tothe fathers, to the soldiers, . and the 
•" wljiole community; §he neither' suffered 
" a donative to be distributed to .tlwariay, 

VOL. III. X 
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nor ft Uitg«si to tiil^ ])opQheef« At 1i®f 



^'ni.°' •• tiga(il»st fh^ best mid m^wi ilttf«trk)>e& m«ll 
^i^ ** in JPtodi^. If ftb^ did oot etlter ^e ^6^i«< 
*^ kad give tftidie'iide to th^ ttab»^^&U (34 

•• how that di»gtBce ^^afe preVCrtIM /' Th« 
reign of Claudius did not escape hi^ iinlifi' 
advefsion ; but whatever were the enor- 
niiitft^ of that peric^ Agrippit>k» he s6id^ 
y¥ttA the caitifi« of id). Her deiafh Wtt» bn 
«««ftt ilt which the good forttttife of the 
tfiaipite was digaa^ly displayed. Ho gdv« ft 
«ltefltriS)t^titial aoeOOiit of the shtpWf^k : 
bat Whftt ftiati exkted, 00 absurd ftfid »tu- . 
j^id. Its to believe it the effeet of ehanoe ? 
WiB it ptobable that & Wojmati, Who h»«l 
jMfi #s@apod ftbiA the forj of the ^rare^, 
irotild 9mA a ^gte ruffian to attempt thci 
Kite Of ft printe^ ^rrotiftded by hi» guards 
ittidliisflatalo^iardP 1^ i«idig0ftt^0 of 
fh« p«iblie was Aot OO^ited to Nei^: WitB 
fCgard to himr who bad plufyged id gttift 
b«yof)d all eTtftfinpliT; it ivas itsele^ to com- . 
pliii^. Ce&sttre wa« lost vn mute a^toifhh- 
meni, 1%e popttlar Odiutn fell on ^^oUtSi: 
hit t»^ fvM torn 'm tho prince's letters, itnd 
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1k& htbOApt to glfMs and vsanikh M» rile & flocot 
thedf WM c(^md«»0ii aa the atot^al cf an wv^ 

A. D. 
»». 

XIL The vtActs of tbe peo^e did not 
i^tfalfi the adttktaott of the senate. Sei^e- 
nA d^crtes were passed ia * strsAa of «»^ 
Wte flattery i mch m supplieatiotifr and dd^ 
lefiift r<»ifrg ait all ttte Ultar^ thfdU^hOdt thd ^ 
city of Rome : the iSs^tiv*) eaHed the Qtxv^ 
qmitttid, (dtifhig \vh\6h tife Idtd e<>fjspi)^ii6y 
was detected) wai to be delebtat^d, fo*' 
tile future^ with «h^ additioij of puiblii^ 
games; the dtdtue of Minefta, wrooghtin 
gold, td he placed in the Mdiate^hotf^e^ 
with that of the ^ffnperor near it; a«id 
finally, the anriiVefSftfy of Agrippina'd birth- 
day to be tinha))owed in the c&Jendaf. • 
Ptetas ThtsLiea. had been dften present, 
when the fathen^ deseended to acts <xf 
imatm^ii, and he did not rise in opposti^ 
tktti j baty i»pon «hi6 oe<^asi6n; he left his 
teati and walked out 6f the h<mto, by hiis 
i^ftae pronroking fbtifre vengeanec^ yet 
doing no se^i^e to the eause of )ib€fty. 

l^et^ happened, about this titae; a (fum> 
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BOOK, ber of prodigies, all doataed striking pro 
K.^>^ gnostics, but no consequences followed. A 
^'s^'.^' wom9.n was delivered of a serpent: another 
^5^' died in the embrace of her husband, by a 
stroke of thunder. The sun suffered an 
eclipse (a)y and the fourteen quarters of 
Rome were struck with lightning. In these 
extraordinary appearances the hand of Pro* 
vidence, it is evident, did not interpose ; 
sipce the vices and .tyranny of Nero con- 
tinued to harass mankind for several years. 
The policy of the prince had now two ob* 
jects in view : the first, to blacken the me- 
mory of his mother ; and the second, to 
amuse the people with a shpw of his own 
clemency, when left, without controul, tO: 
the bent of his own inclination. To thit. 
end, he recalled from banishnient, to which, 
they had been cpn4emned by the vindic- 
tive spirit of Agrippina, two illustrious 
women, namiely, Junia (b/ and Calpumia, 
together with Valerius Capito, and Lic^tiua 
Qabolus, both of praetorian rank. He pen* 
Qiitted the ashes, of LoUia Paulina('c^to be, 
brought to Rome, and a mausoleum to be., 
erected to her memory. To Iturius and 
Calvisius f^djj whom his own violence had 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OP TAcrrus. 



309 



driven into exile, he gi?anted a f5pee pardon, book 
Silana (t) had paid her debt to nature. '\>v-^ 
Towards the end of Agrippina's Hfe, when'^i^, 
the power &f that princiesis^^ beg«i? to d^t^lne, ^^^/ 
or her resehtihent to be appeasdd; she 'had 
obtained leav-e to return from hdr distant 
exile as far as Tarentum. At [that placfe 
she closed her dajs. > ' ' • 

XIII; Nero loitered ift the towns of 
Campania^ full of dou'bt and perplexity, 
unable to detefrmine how he should .enter 
the city of Rome. Would t)he senate receive < 
hini with^a subttiissivfe arid complying 
spirit? Could he rely on the temper of the 
people ? Hiese were points that made him 
ahxioiis and irresolute. The vile advisers 
of his k^ourt {and never court aboitndfeid with 
^o pernicious a race) interfered ta animate^ 
his- drooping spirit. They' assured him, 
with confidence, that the nam^ of Agrip- 
pina^ was held in detestation,. and,« since 
her death, the affections of the people for 
the person of theempei-or knew no bounds. 
He had only to shew himself, and it would 
be seen that he reigned in the hearts of the 
multitude. To prepare the way, they de- 
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^om. 9ir«4 hmt tp «»tfir tli^ le^ltj of ^im kt^ 
s-rv** forei»ra, 

^i,?" D» *hoif Am v4, tt«y fwB^ , ©H^ifeipfi fe- 

mvmaX tribea gping ^>rtk ip prpc^pptw tp 
rooet the priocej tb(? wp^tjp i^ %hm M?€p 
of state; whole crow^* (rf woiPeBt.^ifeh 
their children, ranged in classes accordingto 
the*? respective age*, in the stsr^^t^ >hr(>Pgh 
wbkh Wero was to pass,; npvis of w^qI^ 
mg built «p, ftp4 an ajmphjtlw»tm of 4^0 
Waters, 8» if ^ friwropb were to e^tert^e 
dty, J^ero m»de W* ewtry, flufW wi^ 
the pride efi^ietpry oyer th^ min^9 ^f wilt- 
ing slft¥e$, and propeeded, ftwidst^the jipr 
elftojatiosg of gazipg iniiWtijdfiS,' te th« 
capitol, where be offered thank* te thf 
gods, Ffloro ith»t mo^nt he thrsv eff »U 
restraint. The authority pf bis iwthfi, 
feeble ae it wfte, had hitherto eurbsd INe 
violence of his passions: but thftt c^^]c 
being now ronoVed, he broke ouji %i 9Q(m» 
and gave a &11 .display of bis charaelf p. 

XIV. To acquire the fame 6{ • c;b8r 
rioteer, apd to figure ip tbe r»ce wiltli ft «ttP- 
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n^ And ^r kQtamt had be^ long (he book 
iiikvwrite p9S9ioQ <>f N^t- . :Ii0 M k>- wvw 
»dj|« ^iQpthw: frivo^lpus telwt: h(P <?ouW Wi^' 
fitej oij thQ h^rp, ii>i»4 §ing M> ]M(5 0WO perr ^^' 
jfcnjMwqfk. Wi0> tbi<s pitiful mki^n.h» 
ImA b^n ©fteii the i«w«itr^ i«f c^vivi^ 
^ATjtie^. He jwitifted bis {Ui^ by /oi^w.- 
ing, that "in aqci^tt^. ti«^8, i<i i*j hefiB 
" the practice of heroes and of kings. Th^ 
<* wmm of Jlluffefiou? pfPiPOf, wIjp $»08e- 
.« pfftt^ theip t»|pat8 to the homif of the 
** go^tf. yif^efe pr©s§rve4 )}) imnsortal were©. 
** AppllQ WW th« fcuteJftr (deity of aaBlodj 
.*^jwi4 PQOgi a«4, tbeiigh inv^ed with thf 
** JiJi^<5r fttribqtftf »f wspimtion a«d pea- 
•^^^ fS^m9* be V8P rsprps^ntei^, not only ia 
^* (t)$>icHi0& (of Grse^Q, but »1*> m tiie Bor 
« PfiQ tf mplfis, Aj4tb « iyw i» hb hand, 
.** m^ the (irpsi^ of % mm^ pefffiwaae*.^ • 
rl'bft mgft Qf N^fP ^ Ibe^i9 »mi)^oott 
wm QOt tQ bid (H>9lrau}«[d. Sei^eoft and 
^l^rbttft fi^i^vQW^ t^ pr^TAnt itshe lidi- 
cmlf* to vfeipb » priiiQe migbt expose faiob. 
mM }jfmhiH^Tag bit l^koits ^ the mnlti- 
il»d9. 6^ th^ir d}Cf«tic)A, » iride space, 
in ^« Y«k ^t ^ j^ of the Vatican ^«A 
WMs indo^d for tbf use of the enfieror. 
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sooic that he mi)g:ht there manage the reins, and 
XIV. ' . 

practise all his-Bkill, without being a specv 

tacle for the public eye. But his love of 

fame was not to be confined within thosfc 

narrow bounds. He invited the multitude. 

They extolled, with raptures, the abilities 

of a prince, who gratified their darling pasU 

sion for public diversions, 

The two governonrwere:in hopes that 
their pupil, as soon as he had his frolic^ 
would be sensible of the disgrace ; but the 
effect was otherwise. The appliiuse of th6 
populace inspired him with fl'fesh ardouh 
To keep himself in countenance, he con» 
ceived if he could bring the praetice into 
fashion, that his own^ infamy would 'b^ lost 
in the disgrace of others. With this view, 
lie cast his eye on the descendants of fami- 
lies once illustrious, but at that time fallen 
to dcscay . From that class of men he se-r 
lected the most necessitous, such as would 
be easily tempted to let themselves but for 
hire. He retained them as actors, and 
produced them on the public stage. Their 
names I forbear to mention : thottgh ^ they 
^re npw no more, the honour of their afl«» 
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«bstors claims respeet. The disgrace re- Book 
•coils on him, who chase to employ his trea^ 



^^re, not for the noble end of preventing ^'^l^ 
scandal, but to procure it. Nor was he '^^^^ 
billing to stbp here: by vast regards hfc 
-bribed several Roman knights to descend 
ill to the arena, dnd present' a i^how to the 
"Jjeb^le. The situation 'of these ufihappj 
men deserves our pity ; ft>p»#hat are 'the 
tnitoes of an absolute prince, but tbe^cdtn** 
mands of him whahas power to compel?^ 

- XV. Nero was hot as yet hardy enough 
%e^'eic{)06ft his: person on a public stage. 
'To gratify his passion for scenic amuse- 
illents, diid at .tlie same time tO' save ap* 
•pearances, he established an entertainment,, 
called the juvenile s^oaTS; To pro- 
-mote this institution, numfoet's of the first 
;distinction enrolled their names. Neither' 
tistnk, nor age, nor civil hoQOuts, were ah 
exemption. All degrees embraced the the- 
atrical art, and, with einulation^^ became 
the rivals of Greek and Roman mimicry ; 
proud to languish at the soft cadence of 
eifeminate notes, and to catch the graces 
•of wanton deportment. Women^of rank (e) 
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tj^ ^ gWY« pl»B^ fOU»4 ^6 l»kf , wlH»r9 A»r 

^^- jip4 s|>la«©? of .flCQf^?kti©R vfrf «r^|fi. 4|» 
p^p«r k3Wr5^> Mi4 limine 43«f»r9. K]r 

f«flf» «?P^tff(} the^ <ck«iJ»/lM^ { #nd <^ )^f 

TJm fQfHirtQiff il i# ^r<i«* M> long be- 
i9l«il^iw^>Mfnio|p4egepei<i§jFj but 

Imre down tverr l^ng, b9j<»(|ribe.«{iw»> 
file of fofmff ifegt ^SD i«)|]^|ft$ar d»jrft> 
wb^n 9cien(« Apd tb§ lt^«Br«^. ar)^ hi4 jfsii. 
Aiiitir^ijr Ifl^t ib«ir i«^u«Ae§» ^krtii^ wkI 910- 
(^ty could i.Miiref^ PftiillWS Mf pfWlf 
but io 41Q «s(», tbEiA <99ei))jr pfe£P49»0 SHtj 
^piscias «f d0pTS«ily> wb^t f^ao^ «mi}4 bf 
fOAdlts by twjth^;i»y Jww)cm»i», »? by »0r 
dost merit? Tbe g«ji«ral «wjrupti«4i /qvqqw- 
raged N«rp to tl«roF off »U festeraiiit Hp 
wouQtAd thp 9ta|;p> iNid b0QWQ» » pvblH; 
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fCfj^i Im tvw4 tl^ chgr^S with ft gwgfk- JSS' 
Br(^u<jl« to hi* art. Hf stood iw » wplf of ^'iP' 



md thp tribunep ai^J wntmiQWS WW l?j# 

^Rre iA Jw (ppiHitW^Pce, ^ ftPgniih »t 

j^t thif time wa^ iq^^itute4 ^ ppn^p^^Jjr /g^ 
JS^pHQ.^ Hi»»gblt9 ^^^r tli^ titl^ of T^fi AV" 

p^x^ ip tbp prwe «f Wfe» Wn*f 9*^ thfW 
J^JpiQF^ip^ fFpwiPcliA«^9»> Hn4 ^)i;b<pE» j^opr 
4Pg by tbejr F^j&igacy to j^i^ pr^ewwjl;. 

IRiey fitt«n4^ ii^bt f^^ 4*yf to *ppSw4 

j^ piWpe ; they ^wir§4 tb§ g«P*/esS 9^ tw 

^>tqw»ite v^i?(^, tb^y bwr4 ti»§ mi^y 9f 
(tb§ gQ4#, wbQ wew *U exisellfd \>y tlje #»> 
/?b»»»tiBg t*]e9it# pf tjje pjf»we, T^ <xib^ 

i^ fsyp(]tpl^«t» §fs^p)«yd 9)r? of 0^€)MP, 

Wft^liug wjtb wl^i9iwri»jiM?e, ^* if ti»y 

flillp ;an4 tbw Fint!*IB, 
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'ficlent for the ambition of Nero: he wished 
to excel in poetry. "All, who possessed the 
' art of versification, were assembled to as* 
sist his studies. In this society of wits, 
young men, not yet qualified by their years 
to figure in the world, displayed the first 
essays of their gehrtis.' They met in the 
dearest intimacy. Scraps of poetry, by 
diflfeSrent bands Ya^, were bf ought to the 
.tadrffihg^' or composed on the spot; and 
tliose fragments, howeverttncbnhected, they 
cndeivQiired to weave info! a regular poem, 
taking care to insert the words and phrases 
of the emperbr, as £he most brilliant oma^ 
ments of the pi^ce/ That this was their 
method, appears from a perusal of the se- 
veral compositibhs, in which we see thap* 
sody without genius, verse without poetry, 
and nothing like the work of one creative 
fancy. Nor was philosophy disregarded 
by the emperor* At stated hours, when 
his convivial joys were finished, the proi- 
fessors of wisdom were admitted. Various 
systems were dogmatically supported ; and 
to see the followers of different sects quar- 
rel about an hypothesis was the amusement 
of Nero.' He saw besides, among the ve- 
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Mi^ble sa^s, some with foriEal miep aid. book 
looks of austerity, who ui^der an air t)f coy-^ ^-^w 
|ies9 plainly shewed tji^t they relished the ^'sii!^ 
pleasures of a court ^59. 

XVII.^ About, this time a dreadful fray 
l^roke out between the inhabitants <rf ^u-^. 
ceria (aj and Pompeii, two Italian colonies^ 
The dispute, slight in the beginning, sooa 
roselto violence, and terminated in blood. 
It happened that Livineius .Hegulus fbj^ 
who, as ali*eady mentioned, bad been ex* 
pelled the senate, gave a spectacle of gla^ 
diators. At this meeting jests and raillery, 
and thfe rough wit of country towns, flew 
about among the populace ; abuse and; 
aqurrility followed ; altercation excited an- 
ger; angerv rose to fury; stones were 
thro\vn, and finally they had reqpurse to. 
arms. The people of Pompeium, where 
the spectacle was given, were too strong 
for their adversaries. The Nucerians suf- 
fered in the conflict. Numbers of their 
friends, covered with wound^, were sent to 
Rome. Sons wept for their parents, and 
jparents for their children. The senate, to 
ffhom; the matter was referred by the 
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sttlif, «Mid, ti^ ib^ktupditi pumed &^ 
msc^ ptcMtiimgf Ibr fh6^«f»d<^ G^ ten ^^tt»» 

*igf' the like assemblies /a§ F()iilp«ktfii» HeOdt 
moreover, dissolving certain societies esta- 
mikt^ kf nm <Myi md me^epbraigd iton- 

^VltL At 1lif« gtlii 4t th« Cj^ttiAnA, 
Pi^ittS l^lseirtts ('tfj' #tt!f iSt>«l^ the ^BdM^ 

l^ttftg^ tM mettA uenmre at MscvAu^mt 

m6t iit ttffr bli»ifl««« of li^ti^ doldier^^ i^ 
IkWi ^R«jr 4f l«<*^ittg biib^t dlM ^lli*^ 
Bit«tlttg l^ilfi<»UK dim 6f gro^ pareidlity. A 
^fiirpl£tittt#&s pf^^rcid b)^ the s&m« pe6|M 
ftgai^t AclIiUfi^ $tmbO, a tum of prefetoiittif 
fdllk^ VfhO Itad beed s6M & cdtn&iissifiw^ 
^ th€ mtpmm CIatf(^u«» Willi p&Wiits ia 
aM«itaifi f^bo0adap^.6f t)^khd^#hi^ 
ftmiier)y b«k«^d to ftiffg Apktfi' fbjy Md 

iftf6 b>^ Mfli htqpmthtdi witti ,the rest «rf 
4i8 dott»iflk)«fs, td the lldtttaft people* Vtti 
fi6u^ iifitmde» had etit<if«d 6d the Vfi^a&f 
pOs3^^oft, 6M f€otA dccYf jfyai^y aad l^tigtR 
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ai tlnM boped io deflm A IftgftI tide, fke imm 
pl^pUi di^ppiAhteA iti tb«Nf €iip€cua^ft, v^var 

Tll^ filiate, pt&f6mkig to kfi6W Nothing df ^i^' 
^ cottilnhffidtt gnWleld hy CMid{m, t€^ 

pAride. N^rd i^t)fi«d tl^ tlWJKrd mM^ by 
StWibo ; buti W sjfcfeiv itmtti'k Of gd^ Wiff 
^ th<< ftffie» «if l^fU6i h6 ii^stott^d the Ifttid^ 
itt <|u^stlott «& fher pehtdftd Vhd had be^n 



mX. IiiF si abort titti€ &ft^ died DoJUi- 
ti^tiS A^ ^ttd Mfittttt S^f^iliiHiJ, fiTo fflUs- 
trt«u9 titteettS, ^nfii6eftl for th6 dvil ho- 
iiOtl!<^ Which tb^y idfMtt6d, md not tess 
distiftguiihetl b^ thefrt elo^fenCefi Afer 
6&d beeti Hk ahkiing trtMthehi ot th<i bar: 
j|fei»vili«s efttfe/«d the jdtoe ttif^ef, bilt hav- 
ittg left the ferdto, gavti ft signr*l pto6f ot 
ftis gfehittft by « IrftlMig^ted histdfy o^ 
Rdmati ^fry»v Efegftfit in bi§ lifl^ ijind 
«ka»ttet», he f&med a cKuntfa^t t6 the ra^gli 
char^Jt^f' of Afer, ttt whotf* ift point of ge- 
niiMJ b6 ^a* erveJfy Way equrti, in |WObity 
and iftoi-aJtf hi* !i«p6ric«f ('rt;. 
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BOOK ' XX. Nkrq entered On bts; fourth eoi^> 
sukbip/ with ComeUu^ Cossus for; his cok^ 
league. On the model of the: Gredk Olym- 
pics^ he iBstituted public gamesr to be ce- 
lebrated every fifth y^ar^ and, for that rea^- 
son> called quinquennial /a j. In this, as 
in all cases of innovatkai^ the cfnnions of 
men were much at varianee. By such 
as disliked th^ measure!, it was observed, 
" thaV^ven Pompey, by building a per- 
" jnanent theatre (h)^ gave offence to the. 
" thinking men t)f that <iay. Before tha,t 
"period, an occasional theatre,' withsce- 
** nery and benches to serve thp purpose, 
" was deemed sufficient ; and, if the en- 
" quiry were carried back to ancient times, 
^* it would be found that the spectators 
*^ were obliged to stand during the whole 
V representation. The reason was, that the 
" people, accommodated with seats, might 
" be tempted to waste whole days in, idle 
" amusements. Public spectacles were, im 
*' deed, of ancient origin, and,, if still left to 
*.' the direction of the praetor, might be ex-, 
" hibited with good order aiid propriety. 
" But the new mode of press|ing the. citir; 
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" 9em ojf Bome^nto the service of t^e stage book 
" had ruiii^ all decorum, Tiie. ; oiaKuaers s-::vV. 
" had long sioce degenerated, and now, ,t6 "gi 3.^^ 
" work their tptal subversion, luxurjr.waa ^(S(^^' 
" called ir^ from every, quarter of the 
"g^be; fereign nations ( were ransacked 
" for the «pcentiye$ of vice j andi wijartever 
" v^as in itself corrupt, or capable of djftias^ 
** ing Qorruption, was to be found at :^qme. 
•* Exotic custonds and. a fqrdgn taste in^ 
" fected the young jnen of the tiipe ^ dissi- 
" patioti, gymnastic arts^.and infanaous in^ 
" trigues, were the fashion, encpurag^ed by 
^ the princp artd the sep^te, and not loqly 
** encouraged, but established by; theii? 
" sanction, enforced by their authority. 

" Under colour of promoting poetry 
" and , eloquence, the patricians of Rome 
** disgraced themselves on the public stage. 
** What further step remained ? Nothing, 
" but to bare their bodies; to dnoint their 
" lintbs;' to ccnne forth naked in the lists ; 
" to wicdd the caestus, and, throwing aside 
** tfeeir military weapons, fight prizes for 
" the entertainment of the rabble. Will 
" the sajjctity of the augur's office, or 
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BOOK ** ^td judidid ehay&et^r ft} of ^ VUmmn 

vi^ ^ ki^ights, edify by tiie mansem nd# in 

\%^' '• v6ga«? Win th* former be held ilt 

^^* ** higher revetehce, because he has bceii 

'* ktely toughtfo thriH with ecstasy at di^ 

/ ^ soft airs of an effeminate song f Abd 

* win the judge decide with greats ability, 

** because he affects lb have a tast^ atid 

*' to pronotmce <m musie? Vux^ goe» oil 

''increasing; ttie itight is added ta th6 

** day ; and, in mixed ai»embliei), the pfti- 

** fligate li Wtine, under covert of th* dark, 

" ttiay safely gratify the base desires, which 

** his imagination formed in the course (Jf 

** the day." 

XXI. Licentious pleasuriehad a num- 
ber of advocates ; ali of tibem the apolo- 
gists of vice disguised under specious 
names. By these men it was argued, 
" that the citizens of Rome, in the earliest 
^ period, were addicted to public shi^^, 
^* and the expence kept pace with (he 
** wealth of the times. Pant(»nime play- 
** crs (aj were brought from Tuscany, and 
** horse-races (b) from Thurium. When 
** Greece and Asia were reduced to sub- 
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** jttikiii^tliei public gAme»w^rf$x]|ilbit«pd qoqit 
*i wlfth giteter pompi though H mn&t be v55^ 

•* (the time that elapsed from tkp tfiumph ^^ 
** of Lucius Mummius fcj^ who first intro^ 
** dttced Ihfmtrioftl T«p^^9tat)Qi).s) ff^t que 
*> Boibmi citiie© : <>f i-f^ik ; pj- faoiil j w^ 
^* known to dflgB*4« Kin»self by Ji8Un|[ in ^ 
« troop of coiwdiftoe. Bwt it i» »tep tnic^ 
** tKat, hy ei acting ^ p^rnapeut ^e^txe, 9 
•* gr««l annual fiitpenc? wai ^voided, The 
* uMi^ttrate j0 i«3iw i>o buger pbli|gBd to 
*< ruiri hm private fortune ^ the diversion 
4* «f tbo publiq* The wbote expeijdituT^ is 
^ transferred to the ststt^i aod^ without en^ 
*'^ <5upjbering » singly individual, the peqpje 
<* may opjoy the games 6f Greece, The 
<* cQntestisi between po^t» and orators would 
V r^^ ^ spirit of emulation, apd promohQ 
*♦ tbo <?ftuse of literature. Nor will th© 
*^ i»Hlg^ ^ disgrac»?d, if Im Iwd^ m eay to 
^* tii»o produxjtions of genius, and shares tjie 
" pleasures of a liberal mind. In the quin- 
** quennial festival, lately instituted, a few 
« nights, ev^y fifth year, would be dedi- 
** cated, not to . criminal ^fttiftc^tion)^ 
?' but to social gaiety, in a pl«M:e ^tt«^ 
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BOOK ''for a large assembly, and illiumnatedt 
wvr^ ** with such a glare of light, that clan- 

A. If f 

ii3. ' ** destine vice would by consequence be 
^- ^^excJuded." 

Such was the argument of the advocates^, 
for dissipation* It is but fair to acknow- 
ledge, that the celebration of the new fes-' 
tivaJ was conducted without any offence 
against decency or good manners^ Nor 
did the rage of the people for theatrical 
entertainments break out into' any kind 
of excess. The pantomime-performers^' 
though restored to the theatre, were still 
excluded from such exhibitions as were 
held to be of a sacred nature. The prize 
of eloquence was not adjudged to any of 
the candidates; bvit'it was thought a fit 
compliment to the emperor, to pronounce 
him conqueror. The Grecian garb, which 
was much in vogue during the festival^ 
gave disgust, and from that time fell into 
disuse. 

XXII. A COMET having appear^, ifll 
this juncture, that phaBuomenon, according 
to the popular opinion, announced that 
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gbvcrnments were to be changed, and book 
)dng8 dethroned. In the imaginations of v^v^ 
jnen Nero w;as already deposed, and who gji. 
should be his successor was the question, eo/ 
The name of Rubellius Plautus resounded 
in every quarter. By the maternal line 
this eminent citizen was of the Julian 
house. A strict observer of ancient man* 
ners, he maintained a rigid austerity of 
character. Recluse and virtuous.in his fa- 
mily, he lived remote from danger, but his 
fame from the shade of obscurity shone 
forth with brighter lustre. The report of 
his elevation was confirmed by an acci- 
dent, slight in itself, but by vulgar error re- 
ceived as a sure prognostic. While Nero 
was at table at a villa called. Subla- 
QUEUM faj^ on the borders of theSimbruine 
lakes, it happened that the victuals, which 
had been served up, received a stroke of 
lightning, and the banquet was overturned. 
The place was on the confines of Tivoli, 
where the ancestors of Plautus by his fa- 
ther's side derived their origin. The omen, 
for that reason, made a deeper impression, 
and the current opinion was, that Plautu$ 
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BOQIt was int4feiid«d for ii!np€l'id 6Vay. 11ie«d%i^ 
v>v^ whom bold» foilt o^n misguided/ ambitkMi 
^sYa.^' leads to take an active fmrt ift f«vokitk)&ftQC 

%f ' goveitituent^ were all oti hi«ski«. ^ «ti|^ 
press «i rumour %o important, and (big Widi 
^nger> Neto sent a letter to J^utos^ ad^ 
vising hitn^^ to consult ik^e public tmtiqud^ 
^^ lity, and withdi^aw himself thmi the tfmdk 
^ of oaktbnj. H^ had patiifi»0nii|l laiidi 
^^ in Asia, whem hti might pass his 7^oath> 
** remote from enemies, fiAd uiidfstuirbeil 
•* by lactkm/* Ptautus understood tii<^ 
hint, and with his wife, Antistia, and a feif 
friends, embarked for Asia. 

In a short time after, Nero, by his tag* 
for new gratifications, put his life in dan^ 
ger, and drew on himself a load of ob- 
loquy. He chose to bathe at the fountain* 
head <^the Marcian waters fbjy which had 
been brought to Rome in an aqueduct of 
ancient structure. By this act of impurity 
\ie was thought to have polluted the sacred 
stream, and to have profaned the sanctttjr 
jcif the place, A fit of illness, which fol*- 
}(yvfcd liiis frolic, left no doubt in the piindv 
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XXJIL W* left Corbnio ee»^3r«<ii u» 
the demolitaQiii pif 4^ta&9i^ (itf^. Tb^tcity 
WiBg redM^d |x» ^ep, Jl;^ j«4^ M right, 
vhile tbie c0>9liepii£^tioti <^ the people Mr«$ 
jiliJl seceat, to ivm km 9rm» against X^grar 
oocenta {bX The 4e6trttclioD of that oMy 
would spne^d a ^eaieiral panic; or, if Im 
taffened it to remain unhurt, the faja)«e (^ 
^ cjemency would add sew laurek to th$ 
cooqiieror. He began bi^ caarch, and» that 
Ihe Barbarians inigitit not be driven to dfir 
spAir, presented every appearance of a pa^ 
dfic disposition, stiU maintaining disciplusie 
Math the strictest rigour. He knew, by ex." 
perieoce, that he had to do with a peoplf 
prone to change ; cowanls in the hoiir of 
danger, but, if occasion offered* prepared, 
by their natural genius, fi>r.a stroke of peiv 
fidy . At the sight of the Roman eagles the 
Ar^ienians were variously afiected. lliey 
submitted with humble supplications ; they 
€iedi&om their villages ; they took shelter 
in tibteir woods ; and numbers, carrying off 
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Booj^ all that' \«r'afe' dear tb them, sought a rc^ 
treat in itlielr dens and cavfertis. To thesQ 
different movements the Roman g^nersd 
adapted his measures ; to the submissive 
he behaved with mercy; he opdwefl the 
fugitivies to be pursued with -vigour, btit 
for such as lay hid in subterraiiettus places 
he felt no compassion. Having filled the 
«ntrai^ces, and every veSttt of * the caveinsi 
with bushes and faggots, he set fire to the 
heap. The Barbarians perished in the 
fi&.mes. His march lay on the frontier of 
the Mardians fcj, a race of freebooters, who 
lived by depredation, secure on their hills 
and mountains from the assaults of the 
enemy. They poured down from their fast* 
nesses,'and insulted the Roman army. Cor* 
bulo sent a detachment of the Iberians to 
lay waste their country, and thus at the ex^ 
pence of foreign auxiliaries, without spill* 
ing a drop of Roman blood, he punished 
the insolence of the enemy. 

XXIV. CoRBULO had suffered no loss 
in the field of battle; but his men, ex- 
hausted by continual toil, and forced, for 
want of grain and vegetables, to subsist aU 
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fegether on animal food, began to sink book 
under their fatigue. The heat of the sum- v^rv-l> 
mer was intense; no water to allay their gjs. 
thirst; long and laborious marches still re- ' ^^ ' 
tnained ; and nothing to animate the droop- 
ing spirits of the army but the example of 
their general, who endured more than even ♦ 
the common soldiers. They reached, at 
lebgth, a well cultivated countr}'^, and car- 
lied off a plentiful crop. The Armenians 
fled for shelter to two strong castles. One 
of them was taken by storm ; the other, 
after resisting the first assault, was by a 
close blockade obliged to surrender. The 
army marched into the territories of the 
Tauranitians/^a>^.^ In that country Corbulo 
narrowly escaped a snare laid for his life. 
A Barbarian, of high distinction among his ' \ 
people, was found lurking with a concealed 
dagger near the general's tent. He was 
instantly seized, and, being put to the 
rack, not only confessed himself the author 
of the plot, but discovered his accomplices. 
The villains, who, under a mask of friend- 
ship, meditated a foul assassination, were 
on examination found guilty of the trea-« 
chery, and put to death, Anibassadors ar* 
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^OK rived $oOn after from Tigmn^oevjm^, Vitll 
iBtelligence, that tibeir gate$ stood H>peo ta 
receive the Ronaaua aroiy^ and tijte inhaintr 
ants were ready to submit at dMcretion^ 
As an earnest of hospitality and friendship 
they presented a goJdeaa ck)iv». CorbtUd 
received it with ali marka of )iiOoo»r» To 
conciliate the affections of the peopte9 lit 
did no damkge to their city, and left the 
natives in full possession of their eflfeeti^ : 

XXV. The royal citadel, which ww 
considered as the strong-hold of the Aimer 
nian kings» did not immediately sixrrender* 
A band of stout and rescdute young men 
threw themselves into the place, df^ter* 
mined to hold out to the last* They had 
the spirit to sally out, but, after a battle 
under the walls, were driven baok within 
their lines, aaid, tlve Romans entering sword 
in hand, the garrison laid down their arms* 
This tide of success, however rapid, was ia 
a great measure forwarded by the war, that 
kept the Parthians ^igaged in Hyrcania. 
From the last-mentioned country ambas* 
sadors had been s^it to Rom^, soliciting 
the alliance of the «mperor, and, as an in«- 
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duoeilient, cirging^ that, in conseqtiienoe of book 
theiir mptare with Volpgese^ they had made ^^^^ 
A powerfai 4diTersi<m in £rrour of the Roman ^g^; ^ 
army: the deputies, on their way back to ^q^' 
tkmt own country, had an interview with 
Cortiulop The general received them with 
marks of friendship, and fearing, if they 
passed over the Euphrates, that they might 
fell in wilii detached parties of the Par-- 
liiian army, he ordered them to be escorted 
under a miiitary guard, as far as the maT«- 
gin 0f tiie Red sea {aj. From that place 
their road was 9t a distanoe from the Par*- 
tiiian frontier, 

XXVI. Meanwhile, Tiridates (aX af- 
ter a march through the territory of the 
Medians, was hovering on the extremities 
of Armenia, intending from that quarter to 
invade the country. To counteract his 
motions, Corbulo dispatched Verulanus 
with the auxiliary forces, and, to support 
i»m, made a forced march at the head of 
the legions. Tiridates netired with precis 
pitation, and, m despair, abandoned the 
war. The Roman general proceeded wiA 
severity against att who wew icnown to 
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BOOK be disafiected : he carried fire and sword 

XIV. 

\.0-^ through their country, and took upon him* 

^813.^' self the government of Annenia. The 

^eo?" whole kingdom was reduced to subjection, 

when Tigranes arrived from Rome, by the 

appointment of Nero, to assume the regal 

diadem. 



The new monarch was by birth a Cap* 
jpadocian, of high nobihty in that country, 
and grandson to Jcing Archilaus /6^; but 
the length of time which he had passed at 
Rome in the condition of a hostage broke 
the vigour of his mind, and sunk him to the^ 
meanest servility. He was not received 
with the consent of the nation. A strong 
party still retained their old aflfection for 
the line of the Arsacides; but an invete- 
rate antipathy to the Parthians, on account 
of their pride and arrogance, inclined the 
majority to accept a king from Rome. 
Corbulo placed Tigranes on the throne, 
and assigned him a body-guard, consisting 
of a thousand legionary soldiers, three co- 
horts from the allied forces, and two squa- 
drons of horse. That his new kingdom 
might not prove unwieldy, parts of the 
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eountrj, as tbej happened to lie cotitigu- book 
ous to the neighbouring princ^s^ were par-* ^-«*w 
cdied out to Pharasmanes/c^, to Polemon, ^'^i 
Aristobulus, and Antiochus. Having made ^P' 
tl^ie arrangements, Corbulo marched back 
into Syria, to take' upon himt the admini- 
stration of that province, vacant by the 
death of UmmidiusQuadratus (^d^, the late 
governor. 

XXVII. In the course of the same 
year (d)^ Laodicea, a celebrated city in 
Asia, was destroyed by ah earthquake ; and > 
though Rome in so great a calamity con- 
tributed no kind of aid, it was soon re* 
built, and, by the internal resources of the 
inhabitants, recovered its former splendour. 
In Italy, the ancient city of Puteoli re- 
ceivigd new privileges, with the title of the 
Neronian Colony. The veteran soldiers, 
to titled to their discharge from the service, 
were incorporated with the citizens of Ta- 
xehtiim, and Antium ; but the measure did 
not increase population in those deserted 
places. The soldiers rambled back to the 
provinces, where they had formerly served, 
and, by the habits of a military life, being 
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IMX>K li^tie iDcHned t» codoyugal csra» antd tibe 
J^ education of cfaildfeii» the greatest part 
^'gYa.^ mcMtldered away without iaaue. The <M 
^tif'* sjr»t«n of colQniaation vas at this time 
greatly altered. Entire legions irece not* 
ais bad been the practice, settied togetb«r> 
with their tribuoes, their centurions, and 
soldiera, in one r^olax body, forming » 
society of men known to each other^ and 
by sentiments of mutual affection inclined 
to act with a spirit of waioa. A coloviy* 
at the time we speak of, was no mcnre than 
a motley mixture, drawn together irom di^ 
^sent armies, without a chief at thdf 
bead, without a principle to unite tbem» 
and, in fact, no better than a mere conflux 
of people from distant parts of the globe; 
a wild heterogeneous multitude^ but not a 
colony. 

XXVIII. The election of pratora hwA 
been hitherto subject to the discretioii of 
the senate ; but the spirit of competiticHi 
breaking out with unusual vic^enoe, Nero 
interposed his authority* He found three 
candidates more than usuaL By giring 
to each the command of a l^on faj h^ al* 
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Ujed the fertaeat* Mr also mule a con** lomc 
^aereUc additiaa to the digiitty of the se^ >S^ 
iMtCf by an ordinance leqnirhig' that, in ^JJ^,^" 
aE appeals from an tnfi^of judicature to ^i£' 
that assembly, a 8imi eqaal rft> to what was 
customary in like cases before the om* 
petotj sfaonld be depoated by the appel^ 
laqt, to wait the final determination. Be^ 
fore this rule was established, an appeal to 
the Ikthers was open to all, without being 
subject to costsi or aiiy kind of penalty 
Towards the end of the year, Vibius Secun* 
dtts, a Roman knight, was accused by the 
Moors (c) of rapine and extortion, and, 
being found guilty of the chai^, was ba« 
nished out c^ Italy. For so mild a $en^ 
fence he was' indebted to the weight and 
inflnence of his brother, Vibius Crispus (d). 

XXIX DcaiMo the consulship of Cefe- a. u. a 
lomus Pffitus and Petronius Turpilianus faj ^^^' 
a dreadful calamity befel the army in Bri* 
taiut Anlus Didius (b)^ as has been men* 
tioned, aimed at no extension of territory, 
content witli maintaining the conquest 
already made. Veranitts, who succeeded 
him, did Utcle uoi^e: he made a few in^ 
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BOOK cursions into the country of ike Siluresf (e)^ 
and was hindered bj death from prosecut* 
irig the war with vigour. He had been 
respected, during his life, for the severitj. 
of his manners; in his end, the mask fell 
off, and his last will discovered the, low 
ambition of a servile flatterer, who, in those 
moments, could offer incense to Nero, and 
add, with vain ostentation, that, if he lived 
two years, it was his design to make the 
whole island obedient to the authbrity of 
the prince. Paulinus Suetonius succeeded 
to the command ; an officer of distinguished 
merit. To be compared with Corbulo was 
his ambition. His military talents gave 
him pretensions, and the voice of the pecH 
pie, who never leave exalted merit without 
a rival, raised him to the highest eminence. 
By subduing the mutinous spirit of the 
Britons he hoped to equal the brilliant suc- 
cess of Corbulo in Armenia. With this 
view, he resolved to subdue the isle of 
Mona (d); a place inhabited by a warlike 
people, and a common refuge for all the 
discontented Britons. In order to facili-* 
tate his approach to a di^cult and deceit*- 
ful shore, he ordered a number of flat-bot- 
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tomed boats to be constructed. In these book 
he wafted over theinfantiy, while the ca- v^v^ 
Yabrjr, partly by fording over the shallowsT, ^ aYi.^' 
and partly by swimming their horses, ad- ^q^' 
vanced.to gain a footing on the island. 

XXX. On the opposite shore stood the 
Britons, close embodied, and prepared for 
action. Women were seen rushing through 
the ranks in wild disorder ; their apparel 
funereal ; their hair loose to the wind, in 
their hands flaming torches, and their whole 
appearance resembling the frantic rage of 
the Furies. /The Druids faj were ranged in 
order^ with hands uplifted, invoking the 
gods,, and pouring forth horrible impreca- 
tions. The novelty of the sight struck the 
Romans with awe and terror. They stood 
in stupid amazement^ ai if their limbs were 
benumbed, ri vetted to. one spot, a mark 
for the enemy. The exhortations of the 
general diffused new vigour through the 
ranks, . and the men, by mutual re-, 
proaches, inflamed each other to deeds of 
yalouf. They felt the disgrace of yielding 
to a troop of women, arid a band of ^ fana- 
tic priests ; they advanced their standards, 
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BOOK aisd rushed on to the attack with impeta* 
si^^v^ oos fury. The Britons perished in the 
^'^i^^' flames, which they th^nselves had kiadkd. 
^^if • The island fell, and a garrison was esta- 
blished to retain it in subjection. The re- 
ligious groves, dedicated to superstition 
and barbarous rites, were levelled to the 
ground. In those recesses, the natives kn* 
farued their altars with the blood of their 
prisoners, and in the entrails of men ex- 
ploited the will of the gods. While Sueto- 
nius was employed in making his arraBge^ 
iuents to secure the island, he received in- 
telligence that Britain had revolted, and 
tlmt the whole province was up in arms. 

. XXXI. Prasutagus fa)j the late king 
ei the Icenians, in the course of a long 
reign had amassed considerable wealth. 
By his will he left the whole to his two 
daughters and the emperor in equal shares, 
conceiving, by that stroke of policy, that 
\ he should provide at once for the tran- 
quillity of his kingdom and his family. 
The event was otherwise. His dominions 
were ravaged by tl]« centurions ; the slaves 
pillaged his bouse, and his effects were 
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dicea^wss^ disgraioed with crael sttriftes^j ^^-^-v-w 
her dan^htersr Trere.msridhed^ atiddOie oiost "^^su.^^ 
itlustrioiis of the Bceaiftnsixvwe^ bj faasty «"* 
depiired of the possessions wbh^ had been 
transmitted to tbem by tfaeie fandcBtoars. 
fhe ^hole cotniitiry, wa& csdibidered as « 
legaey beqtieaih^d 'to thd plundeivrs* . I%Mt 
i%latioE(sof the<dec«aS0d'kingi(tertEredaic^ 
to sla^reyyy Esaspcvfited. bjr'tb^ 9<^ 06 
violence^ afid^'i^tie&dbg) 'ivotSB><i(tedaQiilicB^ 
tbe tcmistm httid ^itooiii|f$^ tc» : abitts, Thii 
Thn()l)ditt4kttt8 jdime^ in tloie ^f8«olt* !fhi^ 
aei^boumig' stautfi; not a&- yefe^daJn^t tb 
erotidt in b6iidagi^Tpledgttd(>tta|einniir6B^>ih 
secret councils^to^ stsWd ikiftfoJkisie^ ctaHMe 
of liberty, i Whalt'Chiefly.:fit4'd thdiriodigj 
nation Was : the e6fidfa<;t of > «Mei>i!i«t«!raa8{ 
lately planted as a colony at Camalodu- 
num. Thes6<di««itreitftd]lAii<''Bdi369l^ath 
cruelty ueind oppira^il(} tifeijitidip^v^iitliQ 
liativesi frora lbefo>bai»t£it9diiis| 3 aa(d^4ZaUi% 
tJ^em by tb^ ofiftrolbnMM Afieih^.'of.«l«i«it 
land diip(tiv«g, addaiinsidt)6i>tb^)tyiannjri' 
^n these acts Of Qp^resfitoiH tb^ <i»etei«ti$ 
were smpported by the «cmitDan soMieisi? , , 
a set of men, bj tfacnr jiatUAsdf lifi^.ti:aai«db 
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toi licGtiliousndsSy and, in thdc • turn, ex^ 



HIV 

WW pectihg/.td reap the same advantages. The 
\U. * ttemple.ibiiilt iii lionour of ClauditiB wafr 
^61^ anotberxaa^'Of: di8€:oiitent In tlie eye 
crf-vthe-Bntoris it seemed the ' citadel o£ 
eterhai^^laveiyJ: The priests, appointed to 
iiffiaciate latiithe altars, with a pretended 
aeal* foi^nd^on^ devoured tiie whole sub- 
itafflce of ^the. country.. To. ovarrnin * 
ctoloik^^ :«hich' lay quite naked and ' ex- 
pQ8edv:^iMith<ait a/single fortificatio;! to de* 
faSSi it, dodmot appear to the inoensed: and 
adj^y Biiteras axitenferpriae thatth^atened 
ettber;dasi^. or; difficulty.,^ Th^^ fact was, 
the -fit^Kan^iiefsils ^tt^nded td improve- 
BMfit8o£jtaate:&nd tAegpuce^ but neglected: 
t^eViisefiib hThey ,enibelU$l*ed the pro- 
|BftCf^»ndi ttofc no cm^iXQ defend it. 

iiiXXXJLiiWffl?itisjih«8 Bfitons were pre-t 
pilting/M)tl^Bilr pff(4te^^,y^^ statoe. 

^«¥ictotyjiBepe«*edjat Gamalo^ fell 

fcM«rits'iba8^.witfioutiittiy apparent cause,* 
awdulay eirtdttdsKh^QRitke'groundwith it9^ 
&ce:aiwrted» &» if thf> goddess yielded td 
thQ'e&tenies ofilUmfiit Women in^^^Bestless^ 
ilcslsuytrush^d ame^ people, and with 
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franti(J screams denounced impefldingTuirf. ^OOK 
In the cbuncil-chatnber of the 'Romans ^ay* sj..^ 
iideous clamours were heard in a foreign ^^Y^ 
accent ; savage howlings filled the theatre, ^^^ 
and near the mouth of 'the Thames- the 
image of a colony fbj in ruins was seenidi 
the transparent water ; the sea was purpled 
with blood, and at the tide of ebb, Ihe 
figures of . human bodies- were traced en 
the sand* By these appearances the Ro^ 
mans were sunk in despair, while the Bffr 
tons anticipated a glorious victory; Sue^ 
tonius, in the mean tinie, was detained in 
the isle of Mona. In this alarming crisis, 
the veterans sent to Catus Decianus, the 
procurator of the province,' for a reinforce- 
ment. Two hundred men, and those, not 
completely armed, w^erie all that oflScer ^ 
could spare. The colony had but a hand-^ 
ful of soldiers; Their temple was strongly 
fortified, and there they hoped to. make a 
stand. But even for the defence oC that 
place ho measures were concerted. Secret 
enemies m^xed in all their Meliberatibns. 
No fosse. was made; no pallisade thrown 
up;'nor were the women, and such as were 
disabled by Bge or infirmity,! sent .out'of 
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jfOOK the garttsOitw . Unguar<ied0«^ unprepared^ 

s,^^ tibey were taken by ,surpri»di and> in the 

^'sii.^* saomeot of proftHind pe^ee* overpowca-ed 

^6u' by the Barbarians in one general assault 

The colony was laid waate with fire ^nd 

sword. 

The temple held out, but, after a siege 
of two days^ iw^staken by storm. Petilius 
CereaJis, who eofaraanded the ninth l^km, 
i»aroh^d to the leli^of the place* The 
JBritons, flushed with success^ advanced to 
give him battle. The. legion was put to 
.the roi*t, and the infantry eut to pieces^ 
CCTeaJte escaped with the cavalry to his in^ 
twachmants^ Catus Decianus, the procu* 
lator of the province,, alarmed at the scene ' 
of carnage which he bebeid o© every side, 
and further drcsading the indignation of n 
people; whonfi by irapme and oppression he 
bad. driven to despair, betook hiot^elf to 
fli^t,. and crossed over into Gaul. 

.XXXIIL SuETOJiiufl, Undismayed by 
thia disaster, marched thraiagb the hewt of 
the country as» far as London (a)j a place 
act idigtuified with the name of a colony. 
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but the chief residence of merchants, and book 

XIV 

the great mart of trade and commerce* At v^-^^ 
that place he meant to fix the seat of war; ^^li. 
but reflecting on the scanty numbers of his ^'1/ * 
little army, and the fatal rashness of Cere- 
alis, he resolved to quit that station, and, 
by giving up one post, secure the rest d 
the province. Neither supphcations, nor 
the tears of the inhabitants, could induce 
him to change his plan. The signal for 
the march was given. All who chose to 
follow has banners were taken under hih 
protection. Of all who, on account of 
their advanced age, the weakness of their 
sex, or the attractions of the situation, 
thou^t proper to remain behind, not oht 
escaped the rage of the Barbarians. The 
inhabitants of Verulamium fk/9 a municifi 
pal towB, were in like manner put to the 
feword.. The genius of a salvage people 
leads .tkem always in qmesttof plunder; 
lind, acoeordinglyj^ the Britoiais' left behinii 
them JkU places of sftrength. Whoever 
they { expected feeble resistance, and cott** 
sixleraye boaty,i there they were sure to at- 
tack with.t^ fiercest rage. Military skin 
wasitiot thetaldntt of Parbarians^ The num^ 
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SOCK, ber massaci^ in the places which have 
^^0"^^ been, mentioned, amounted to no less than 

AUG 

'8i4> * seventy thousand, all citizens or allies df 
\^ * Rome. To make prisoners, and reserve! 
them for slavery, or to exchange them, was 
not in the idea of a people, who despised 
all the laws of. war. The halter and the' 
gibbet, slaughter and desolation, fire and 
sword, were the marks of isavage valowr. 
Aware that vengeance would, overtake 
them, they were .resolved to make sure of 
'their revenge, ^nd glut themselves, with the 
falood of their enemies. '.'.} , ; ^ . 

XXXIV. The fourteenth leg^on,j with 
the veterans of thetwentieth, and theauxi- 
Maries. from the.ac^acent stations, having 
Joined S^etopius, his. army 'amburi ted to 
little less: than ten. thousand men. Thii$ 
reinforced, he resolved, without loss, .of 
time, to bring 'on : a- decisive ; actiab. c llBot 
this purposcrbe chose a spot ehckroied }kklLh 
WPods, narrow at the len trance, abttd shfil# 
terefl in the rear by. a tlmrk foifefttj /In tM* 
situation he bad no fear df,ata>afhM2Hcedb^ 
Thejenemy, he knew, had:nb apLprDtich,.lMt 
in front; An open, plain- day before iam: 
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He drew, up his men in the foHowmgor- book 
jder :. the legioi^ in. close array fonaed the ^^' 



centre ; the light-arihed troops> iwere ^sld- ^'eVi.^ 
tioned at hand to serre as occasion might ^^^ 
Teqpire : the cavalry took post in tliei win^i 
The Britons brought into the .field ; an in*, 
credible, multitude; Tbey fc^med no re^ 
gular line of bad;tle. :I>etached parties and 
loose battalk>ns displayed their numbers; 
in frantic traJisport bounding with exulta^ 
tioB, and so sure of victory, thatithey placed 
their, wives: in waggcms at the esLtremity of 
the: plain, where they might sur^ney the 
scene :of action, and behold the wonders of 
'British' valour* 

: XXXY. BoADiGEA (a) in a warlike car; 
with her two daughters before her, drove 
thrbugh ihe ranks. She harangued the dif- 
ferent nations in their:tum: *^ This/^ she 
said, ^^ isrnot the fifst tiiiK that the Britrais 
^^ have* been led to battle by a woman. 
*f But now she did not come, td boast the" 
^fi pride of a long line.of ancestry, ndr even' 
^o/racofien hcB' kingdom and 'the pltm^ 
didredoM»akh of hbi: farnii^; rShe took 
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jnui: ^ ihefid)^ like tbe meaiMiit among ihem^ 
v«ry^ ^' tot Mmct the catme of puUic liberty, and 
^ni!^ ^ ' to seek rerenge fibf her body seamed with 
^foi' ^^ igii0immo9»i$tiipe9» aod her two daa^^ 
^ ten isfaBMOitsfy lavished. From the pnde 
^ and arrogance of ^ht Romans nothing b 
'^ sacred; all are subject to violation ^ Ak 
^ 6ldr endtire the seburgei, and the virgins 
^^ areid^oweredl But the viodiictive gods 
^^are noW' at hs^! A Roman legion 
^ dared to face the warlike Britons: with 
*^ thor lives they paid for their rashness ; 
^ those who survived the carnage of that 
^ day, he poorly hid behind thrtir ifttrencb* 
^^ ments, meditating nothing but how to 
^ save themselves by an ignominious flight. 
' ^* From the din of preparation, and the 
^ shouts of the Britisdi aiiny^ the Romans, 
^' even now, shrink back with terrcc. What 
^ will be their case when tlw assault fae« 
^ gins^? Look round, and view your nnm^ 
^^ hers.. Behold the proud display of war* 
^ like spirits, and comi6es the motives for 
*^ whidi we draw tlie ave&giitg swordj . lOn 
^^'tiib ^otiiwe miibt either) comcpaat^oi&t 
Hdiewidi gMry* ThkreisaoaEketnaKtibe; 
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,** Though a wbman^ mj resolution is fixed 4 book 

.•* the men, if they please, may survive with 3^ 

^ infamy, and live in bondage.*'' ^m?^ 

A.ii. 

' XXXVI. Suetonius, in a moment of 
such importance, did not remain silent. 
He expected every thing from the valour 
of his men, and yet urged every topic that 
could inspire and animate them to theat* 
tacL " Despise,^' he said, ** the savage 
" uproar, the yells and shouts of tindisci* 
" plined Barbarians. In that mixed multi*^ 
" tude, the women out-number the men. 
^ Void of spirit, unprovided with arms, 
** they are not soldiers who come to offep 
" battle ; they are dastards, runaways, the 
*^ refuse of your swords, wh6 have often 
" fled before you, and will again betake ^ 
^* themselves to flight when they see the 
" conqueror flaming in the ranks of warl 
" In all engagemfents it is the valour of a 
" few that turns the fortune of the day. It 
^ will be your immortal glory, that with a 
" scanty number you can equal the ex-* 
" ploits of a great and powerful army. 
^ Keep your ranks j discharge your ja- 
^^velins; rush forward to a close at« 
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BOOK " tacki bear down all with your bucklerti, 

XIV 

v^-v^ "and hew a passage with your swords, 

$14. ' "Pursue the vanq^uishied, and never think 

^§1. ■ " of spoil and plunder. Conquer, and vic- 

•^ tory gives you every thing/' . This speech 

was' received with warlike acclamations. 

_The soldiers burned with impatience for 

);he^ onset, the veterans brandished their 

jjBivelinS) and the ranks displayed such an 

intrepid coantenance, that Suetonius, an- 

ticipatiug the victory, gave the signal for 

the charge. 

XXXVII. The engagement began. The 
Eoman legion presented a close-embodied 
line. The narrow defile gave them the 
shelter of a rampart. The Britons ad- 
yafnced with ferocity, and discharged their 
^^rto at random. In that instant, the Ro- 
Bjiaiis rushed forward in the form of a 
wedge. Tlie auxiUaries followed with equal* 
ardour. The cavalry, at the same time, 
bore down upon the enemy, and, with their 
pikes, overpowered all who dared to make 
a stand. The Britons betook themselves 
to' flight, but their ^a^ons in the rear 
Qlgtr^cte^ ,th§^ 4»»9s»ge., A dreadful 
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9lau^l^r followed. Neither sex nor age kk>s 
was spared. The cattle, falling in one pro-, v^ry-^ 
nji^cuous carn^e, added to the heap;; of ^'"^i^^"' 
slain. The glory of the day was equal. t;o ^^u* 
the most splendid victory of ancient tipies., 
According to some writers, not l^ss thaur 
eighty thousand Britons were put to the 
sword. The Romans lost about four hun-* 
di;ed men,, and the wounded did notex* 
ceed that number. Boadicea, by a dose 
Qf poison, :put a period to her life. Paenius 
Posthumus^ pra&fe^t in the camp (a) of the, 
sfi^pnd legiQUi as soon as he heard of the[ 
hfftve exploits of th^ fourteenth and twei^-^ 
t^th legions, felt the disgrace of haviqg^^i/ 
diBpbedience to, the orders of Im gene^l,, 
fobbed the.soldiecs tinder. liis command g^ 
tl^ieiir share in so complete a victory. *^^l^^ 
ifith Eemorse, he jfell upop his sw^prd, ^^^i 
expired, on t^e spot. ; > i - . 



c 



^. -X3^)}^yip. Suetonius called in- ^]l; 
Ijas forces^ and,, havipg ordered thqn ^ 
pitc|i theif tents, kept the field in rea^ioes^ 
for new emergencies, ipt^ding not to cjose 
the campaign till he jpjqit an ^d to the .^ 
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BOOK Rbmaa soldieF^; but his magnificent air^ 

wv^ and assumed importance met with nothing 
^'sii.^ irom the Britons but contempt and deri^^ 

Qi/ sion. l^ptwithstandingthe misfortunes of 
tiie natives, the flame of liberty was not 
extinguished. The i exorbitant power of a 
manumitted slarre was a novelty i which 
tiiase ferocibus ; islanders could ' not -di^^st; 
They saw ari army that fought with ^vaKmr, 
and .a ;^iieral;iwJho> led; them on .fo/vic^ 
toiy.;. but bojdi::.weiec obliged to wait the^ 
uiod of a wretcheid bbndsman. t:InUh^j;e^ 
port made by this i man the statefof affisdrs;: 
was such as gave no jealousy to Nero. 
Suetonius,' : tberefose^ was')O0litimibd imhis 
government* .: luh^sppewedj in al^Hort dme; 
aftjsrasards, tha£.a.&w ships < were, iwsecked: 
on th&^cbafity^fffid alljoaJboardlperisti^danr 
the^aves. T^sjwasiconsideredjas a^oaj^a^^ 

^ mity^iof war, and^oin|i tUataccdunt,iSdeto^! 
niuis was recalled; iFetroniiisiTurpiliaaiins,^ 
wh|>Be consulsijipNhad just .then expired,/, 
succeeded to the I command. : Ui^der himi 
a. ianguid.istete of tranquillity fol}Dwed<»> 
The general daw Ihe passive dispc^tion^f; 
the Britons, and not to provoke hostilities 
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wafe the rule of his conduct. He remained book 
inactive, content to decorate his want of v^^^-w 
©Qterprise with the name of peace. ^'sYl^ 

A. D, • 

XL. This year was remarkable for two 
atrocious crimes; one^ the act of a senator,^ 
and the other perpetrated by the daring 
spirit of a slave. Domitius Balbus, of praei* 
torian rank, was, at that time^ far ad* 
variced in years. . His wealth, and his. want 
of issue, made him obnoxious to the arts 
of il^designing men. His relation, Vale- 
rius Fabianu^, a man high in rank, and 
likely, to obtain the first honours of the 
state^ forged his wilL* To give colour to 
the fraud, he drew into his plot Vincius 
Rufi{ius and Terentius Lentiniis, two Ro- 
man knights, who chose to act in concert 
with, Antonius Primus faj and.A$imus Mar-^ 
cellus. Antonius was a prompt and dar« 
ing spirit, ready for any mischief* Mar- 
cellus was grandson to the renowned Asi- 
nius PoUio: his character was, till that 
time, without a stain ; but; his favourite 
maxim was, that poverty (b) is the worst of 
evils. In the presence of those conspira* 
tors, and other witnesses of inferior note, 

VOL. iir. 2 a 
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BOOK Fabianus sealed the will, l^e fraud he^ 

si^v^ ing broudit to light before the senate, the 

814. ' author of it, with three of his accomplices, 

^/ namely, Antonius, Rufinus, and Terentius, 

were condenined to suffer the penalties of 

the Cornelian law (c). Marcellus found in 

the Ikvour of the prince, and the dignity of 

his ancestors, a powerful protection. He 

was saved from punishment, not from in-^ 

famy. 

XLI. This same day was fatal to two 
others of rank and distinction. Pompeilis 
jSElianus, a young man who had already 
passed with honour through the office of 
qu^stor, was charged as an accessary in the 
gwlt of Fabianus^ He wjas banished, not 
only from Italy, but from Spain, the pdajce 
of his birth. . Valerius Ponticus ng^t until 
equal severity. The crime alleged agaiisst 
him wass that, with a design to dude the. 
jurisdiction of the pitefect of Eome, he 
had accused several delinquents before the 
preetor; intending, in the first instance^ 
tinder colour of a l^gal process, and alber^ 
wards, by abandoning the prosecution, to 
defeat the ends of justice. The fathers. 

Digitized by VjQOQlC 



ftdded a clause to their decree, whereby all book 
persons concerned either in procuring or s-vw. 
conducting for hire acollusive action, were ^'gii. * 
to be treated as public prevaricators (a^^ %^* 
and to suffer the pains and penalties in* 
flicted by the law on sjidi as stood con* 
victed of a false and calumhidus accusa* 
tion* 



XLII* The second daring crune that 
marked the. year, as mentioned above, 
was the act of a slave. This m^n miir-« 
^ered his master, Pedanius Secundus, at 
that time praefect of the city. His motive 
for this desperate act was either because 
his liberty, after a bargain made faj^ was 
*till withheld, or, being enamoured of a 
foreign pathic, he could not endure his 
master as his rival. Every slave in the 
family where the murder was committed, 
was by ancient usage subject to capital 
, punishment; but tlie populace, touched 
lirith compassion for so many innocent 
jnen, opposed the execution with rage and 
tumult little short of a seditious insuirrec- 
vtion. In the senate many of the fathers 
^embraced the popular side, but the ma- 

2 A 2 
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BOOK jority declared for the rigour of the law 
without innovation. In the debate on thi» 



^'su.^* occasion (b)^ Caius Cassius spoke to the 
%^' following effect: 

XLIII. " I HAVE been often present, 
" conscript fathers, when motions have 
" been made in this assembly for new de^ 
" crees, repugnant to the laws in being, 
" and utterly subversive of aU ancient 
^^ establishments. To those measures I made 
" no opposition, though well convinced, 
** that the regulations made by our an^ 
** cestors were the best, the wisest, the 
** most conducive to the public good. To 
•^ change that system is to change for 
" Uie worse. This has ever been my set- 
•^ tied opinion ; but I forbore to take a 
" part in your debates, that I might not 
** be thought bigoted either to antiquity, 
*^^r to my own way of thinking. I had 
" another reason for my conduct. The 
** weight and influence which I flattered 
*^ myself I had acquired in this assembly, 
" might, by frequently troubling you, lose 
" its effect I determined, therefore, to 
^' reserve myself for some important qqh-^ 
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^ mncture when my feeble voice might be book 

XIV. 

**-.of use. That conjuncture occurs this v-^v^ 

' Ave 

*' very day. A man of consular rank, with- 814. ' 
" out a friend to assist him, without any \/ 
" one person to oppose the ruffian's blow, 
^ no notice given, no discovery made, 
•* has been in his own house barbarously 
" murdered. The law which dooms eveiy , 
" slave under the roof to execution, is still 
** in force. Repeal that law, and, if you 
" will, let this horrible deed pass with im- 
** punity; but when you have done it, 
" which of us can think himself safe? Who 
*• can depend on his rank or dignity, when 
" the first magistrate of your city dies^ 
" under the assassin's stroke? Who can 
" hope to live in security amongst his 
** slaves, when so large a number as four 
*' hundred could not defend Pedanius Se- 
*' cundus ? Will our domestics assist us in 
" the hour of need, when we see, in the 
" instance before us, that neither their 
" own danger nor the terrors of the law 
** could induce them to protect their ma* 
** ster? Will it be said that the murderer ^ 
*' struck his blow to revenge a personal in- 
^^ jgry ? What was the injury? The pater^ 
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BOOK ** nal estate of a ruffian, perhaps, was irr 

K.0^ " dan^r ; or the foreign pathic, whom 

^814. * ** they were going tb rayish from him, de- 

^1/ ** scended to him from his ancestors. If 

^* that be so, the deed was lawful, and, by 

" consequence, we, conscript fathers, ought 

^* to pronounce it justifiable homicide* 

XLIV. " But let me ask you; are we, 
^* at this time of day, to support by argil* 
** ment, what has been long settled by the 
" wisdom of ages? Suppose the point in 
^* dispute were a new question, to be now 
^* decided for the first time : Can we ima* 
" gine that a ruffian, who had formed 
^* a black design to murder his master, 
X " kept the whole so closely locked up in 
" his breast, that, in the agitations of a 
^^ guilty mind, nothing escaped from him ? 
** Not a menace, not so much as a rash 
^* word to give the alarm? Nothing, we 
" are told, of this sort happened; we are 
^* to believe that the assassin brooded over 
•^ his horrible purpose in sullen silence; 
^* that he prepared his dagger unseen by 
^* every eye, and ' that his fellow-slaves 
^* knew nothing of it. Be it so; did he pass 
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^ undeen throodbi the train of attendants book 
** that guarded the bed-chamber? Did he wvw 
" open the door unperceived by all ? Did "^ ai4.^' 

A.D, 
6u 



^* he enter with a light, and strike the 
** mortal blow, without the knowledge of 
** any person whatever? 



" Between the first design, and the final 
•* execution of evil deeds, 'symptoms of 
" guilt are often seen. If our slaves are 
^ faithful, . if they give timely intelligence, 
" we may live secure in our houses; ot if 
** we must fall by the murderer's dagger,^ 
" it is a satisfaction to know, that justice 
" will overtake the guilty. The mind and 
^^ temper of the slave« tbovigh born on thft 
*^ master's estate, or even in his house, im* 
^ bibing with his first milk affection and 
^ gratitude to the family, were always to* 
** spected by our ancestors. At pfewnt^ 
" We have in our service whole nations of 
^* 8laves9ftfae scum of mankind, collected 
^* from all quarters of the globe; a race Of 
♦* men, who bring with them foreign rites> 
•* and the religion of their country, or, pr on. 
^^ bably, no religion at all. In su«;hi a 

^^ confliu, if the laws ape silent^ wbat pro*^ 

/, 
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BOOK ^' tection remains for the master? But, it 
" is said, the innocent may suffer with the 
•^ guilty. To this I answer, when kn army,. 
^* seized with a general panic, turns its 
^^ back on the enemy, and, to restore 
" military discipline, the men are drawn 
^* out and decimated ; what distinction is 
^^ then made between the gallant soldier 
^* and the coward, who fled from his post ? 
^f In political justice there is often some^ 
^^ thing not strictly right: but partial evil 
^* is counterbalanced by the good pf the 
f^ivhole," 

XLV. To this reasoning no reply was 
made, and yet a murmur of disapprobation 
ran through the assembly. The number 
doomed to suffer, their age, their sex, and 
the undoubted innocence of the greatest 
part, awakened sentiments of compassion ; 
but the majority was for letting the Jaw (a) 
take its course. Their opinioeli prevailed. 
The popular cry was still for ipeHcy. The 
rabble rose in a tumultuous body, and 
with stones and firebrands topped the ex- 
ecution. To quell their fury, Nero issued 
a proclamation, and by his order the street^ 
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were- lined with soldiers under arms. The book 
unhappy victims suffered deathi Cingo- v-^vw 
nius Varro moved, that even the freedmen, ^'gu.^' 
who weye, actually in the house at the time ^^^' 
of the murder, should, by a decree of the 
senate, be banished out of Italy. To this 
Nero answered, that since mercy was not 
allowed to mitigate the system of ancient 
laws, to increase their rigour by new 
pains and penalties, would be an act of • 
'cruelty, 

XLVI. During, the same consulships 
Tarquitius Priscus, at the suit of the peo* 
pie of Bithynia, was convicted of extor- 
tion, and condemned to make restitution. 
The senate remembered the violence of 
this man in the prosecution against Sta- 
tilius Taurus (aj^ his own proconsul in 
Africa, and now retaliated with a vindic- 
tive spirit. The people in both the Gauls 
were reviewed 9,nd rated by Quintus Volu- 
siug, Sextius Africanus,' and Trebellius 
Maximus. The two former, elate with 
family.pride, passed their time in mutual 
jealousy, thwarting each other, and istrug- 
ghng for pre-eminence. They looked down . 
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BOOK with contempt on Trebellius ; but tb^i? 

wv^ petty animosities served only to degrade 

814. themselves, and ^ve to their colleague a 

61.' decided superiority* 

XLVII. In the course of this year died 
Memmius Regulus, distinguished by his 
Tirtues, and his unblemished character* 
Admired for his constancy and unshaken 
firmness, he rose to as high a pitch of 
credit and authority, as can be attained 
under a government, where the grandeur 
of the prince throws a shade over the 
merit of every private citizen. As a proof 
of this, we have the following anecdote. 
Nero being confined with a fit of illness, 
tie tribe of sycophants, fluttering about 
his person, poured forth the anguish of 
their hearts^ and, '* if any thing happened 
•' to the emperor, the day,"' they said, " that 
• • put a period to his life, would be the last 
" of the empire.'' " No,'' replied the prince, 
^* a pillar of the state will still remain." 
The courtiers stood at gaze, wondering 
who that person could be ; Nero told them, 
^^ Memmius Kegulus 13 the man." Strangle 
as it may seem, Regulus survived that 
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opinion of his virtue. In his love of retire- fidos 

1 XIV 

m6nt he found a retreat from danger. A v— v^ 
ihan, whose family had lately risen to *8u.^* 
honours, gave no alarm ; and his fortune ^^|^* 
raised no envy. It was in the same year • 
that Nero dedicated a gymnasium (a)^ or 
public school for athletic exercises, and, 
with the obliging facility of ^ Greek man*- 
ners, gave orders that the senators and 
Roman knights, without any expence on 
their part, should be provided with oil, to 
prepare their limbs for that elegant exhi- 
bition. 



XLVIII. During the consulship of A.u.c. 
Publius Marius and Lucius Asinius, a pro* a. b. 
secution was set on foot against Antistius, 
then invested with the pflice of praetor. 
The conduct of this man, when tribune of 
the people ra^, has been already mentioned. 
The charge against him was, that being 
the author of sarcastic verses against the 
emperor, he produced his poem to a large 
company at the table of Ostorius Scapula: 
For this libel he was arraigned on the law 
bf majesty. The cadse was conducted by 
Cossutianus Capitoffcj, who had been lately 
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BOOK raised, by the interest of Tigellinus, his 
v-^v^ father-in-law, to the senatorian order. The 
815. * law of majesty had rallen into disuse, and 
fig. * was now revived, for the first time in the 
reign of Nero, not, as was imagined, to 
make Antistius feel its severity, but, in 
fact, to give the emperor an opportunity, 
after Judgement of death was passed, to in-, 
terpose his tribunitian M authority, and, by 
preventing the execution, add new lustre 
to his name. Ostorius Scapula was called 
as a witness. He remembered nothing of 
the verses in question. The evidence of 
others was believed, and, thereupon, Ju- 
nius Marcellus, consul elect, moved, that 
the criminal, divested in the first instance 
of his praetorship, should suffer death ac-» 
cording to the laws in force (d), and the 
practice under former emperors. The rest 
of the senate concurring in the same 
opinion, Paetus Thrasea rose to oppose the 
motion. He began with honour%}ile men* 
tion of the prince, nor did he take upon 
him to defend the conduct of Antistius. 
On the contrary, he blamed the licentious 
spirit of the man in terms of severity ; but 
vnder a virtuous emperor, and in a senate 
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left to act with independance^ the que»- book 
tioQy he said, was not the magnitude of u^^v^ 

• AUG 

the crime, nor what punishment the rigour \ii " 
of the law would warrant. The execu- ^7' 
'tioner, the gibbet, and the halter, were, for 
some time, unknown at Rome. Other 
pains and penalties were provided bj law,* 
and those might be inflicted, without 
br^ding the judges with cruelty, and the 
age with infamy. Antistius may be con^- 
demned to banishment; his effects may be 
confiscated. Let him pass the remainder 
of his days in one of the islands. His life, 
in that situation, will be protracted misery. 
He will there continue to languish in exile, 
a burthen, to himself, yet a living monu^ 
ment of the equity and moderation of the 
times. 

XLIX. The firmness with which Thrasea 
delivered his sentiments inspired the senate 
with the same ardour. The consul put 
the question, and the fathers divided (a). 
The majority yoted with Thrasea. The 
dissentients were but a small number. 
Amongst them was Aulus Vitellius fbj^ of 
all the flattering crew, ^the most corrupt 
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BOOK €Hid servile ; flaent in invective J eager to 
\— v-^ attack the most eminent charaeters, and 

A II C 

'815. ' ^ver siire, with the confusion of a little 
*%^' mind, to shrink from the reply. He heard 
his adversary with silent patience. The 
consuls, however, did not presume to close 
the business by, a decree in form : they 
chose to make their report to the emperor, 
and wait his pleasure. Nero, for some 
time, balanced between shame and resent* 
tnent* At length his answer was, "That 
^* Antistius, without provocation, or any 
" cause of complaint, had distilled the 
f^ venom of his pen on the name and cha*- 
^ racter of his sovereign. The matter had 
*f been referred to the senate, and justice 
*' required a punishment adequate to the 
" crime. Nevertheless, as it had been 
" from the first his resolution to mitigate 
•* a rigorous sentence, he would not ;qow 
" controul the moderation of the fathers. 
" They might determine, as to their wij^- 
" dom should seem meet They were even 
^* at liberty to acquit the criminal alto- 
" gether/' From this answer it was evir 
dent, that the conduct of the senate had 
given offence at court. The consuls, how- 
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ever, were not inctitied to alter their re- Boot 
p<H't. Thrasea maintainecl his formi^r opj^ v^-^v^ 
fiion, and all who had voted with him ^li. * 
followed his example* Some were uriwill- ^^* 
ing, by a change of sentiment, to expose 
/ the prince to the popular odium ; others 
thought themselves safe ih a large ma* 
JOTity ; and Thrasea, with his usual eleva* 
tion of mind, would not recede from the 
dignity of his character. 

L. On a charge of the same complexion 
as the former, Fabhcius Veiento /a^ was 
involved in similar danger. In certain 
waitings, which he called the last wills 
of persons deceased , he had inserted strokes 
of satire reflecting on several members of 
the senate, and oth^s of the sacerdotal 
order. Talius Geminus was the prosecutor. . 
He added another allegation, charging, 
that the criminal abused his credit at court, 
aud disposed of the favours of the prince, 
and the honours of the state, by bargaiti 
and salcj for his own private emolument. 
This last article roused the resentment of 
Nero; he removed the cause to his own 
tribunal. Veiento was banished out of 
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BOOK IWly. * His books were condemned to the - 
flames, but eagerly sou^t, and univer- 
sally read. Meh perused with avidity 

^^' what was procured with danger. When 
no longer prohibited, the work sunk into 
oblivion. - 



LI. Meanwhile, the public grievances 
went on with increasing violence, and the 
means of redress diminished every day. 
Burrhus died at this time, i^hether in the 
course of nature, or by poison, cannot now 
be known. The general opinion ascribed 
his death to a fit of illness. He was seized 
with a disorder in the throat, and the in- 
flammation in the glands swelling to a |>ro* 
Idigious size, suffocation followed. There 
was, however, a current report, that, un- 
der a pretence of administering a proper 
gargle, poison was mixed in the medicine^ 
by order of Nero, and that Burrhus, hav- 
ing discovered the villainy, as soon as he 
perceived the prince entering his room, 
turned from him with aversion, and to all 
enquiries shortly answered, " I am well at 
*^ present.'' He died universally lamented. 
His virtues were long remembered, and 
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Jong tegretted. Nor was the public grief pooK 
alleviated by the two persons, who, sue- w^w 
ceeded to his employments, namely, Fenius 'gi^. ' 
Rufus and Sofonius Tigellinus (a)^ the ^q^' 
former a man of undoubted innocence, 
but the innocence that proceeds from want 
of i^pirit Tigejlinus stood distinguished by 
a life of debauchery, and the infamy of his 
character* Rufus owed his advancement 
to the voice of the people, who were 
pleased with his upright management of 
the public stores, Tigellinus was a favour- 
ite of the emperor. The early vices of the 
saan recommended him to notice. The 
command of the praetorian guards, which 
had been entrusted to Burrhus only, was 
^nted to thpse two by a joint commission. 
The impression, whijch they had given of 
tbeif chai'acte^s^ was cojafirnied by their . 
conduct in office, Tigellinus gained an 
absolute. ascendant ov^r the mind of a de- 
bauched and profligate emperor. * In all 
scenes of revelry he was a constant com-^ 
panion. Rufus obtained the good-will of 
the soldiers and the people^ but his merit 
ruined him with the prince. 

VOL. in. 2 b 
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S^t Mt !Bt the cfeiitK of B^rr!itt\ Semnk 

A^g-0 Idsl the chief support' of liis powet. '1?1* 

•sis. *frfend of tiprighi ineasu^s was sdatch^ 

6*/ fttray, "a^id virtue could no longer -mafce 

fceasd agamst tte comiption df a'^cotlrt, 

governed ^dtogether by the wild anil ^i^ 

Ifli^te. By thai: set of men Seneca Wa*^ 

fittdermineil. They blackened hid * c^d^ 

Vacter, and loaded hita with vainoii^ 4ni^ 

putations. " His wealth was exo^bitan^ 

** above the cbhdition of a private ciflsdii 

** and yet his Qnappeastable avarice wSSit 

** on without intermission, everyday gttiiS^ 

<* ing at ihore. His rage for pdpukilt]^ 

" Wad no less vidlent. He courted the ^ 

" fections of the people, and by the grtSi* 

^* deuT dfhiH villas, and the beauty of lifel 

^^> gardens, hd|ied to vie with iiffp^Bl 

•* splendour. In matters of taste ihdg^ 

*^ iiiks he :a!ld#b no rival. He eldikils lb)! 

^' whole ^mvinee <>f doqitened^'as bi4>^#»ifit ; 

<*add siiic^ Nero^^diewi^d liis ta^-ftfr 

^ poetry, A^m that ntbment Sefleca hk^^ 

^^ to cdurt the muse (a)y and he toahas his 

" cOpy of versea, 

** To the other diversions of the prince 
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« Hell; 4ti aycwedvain^pea enemy. "Hie book 
•* skill ttf; theicteriDt^r iprcTvokes. Ms mil- ww . 
**fery; he ktfeers at the iimimgeiiiiarit of ^s^*.^' 
♦^ h€*g»gs J and the indeidy of the ^piince^s ^gg^* 
' ♦* voice i$ a subject foi^bis wit and tidicide. 
*^ In alltbift what is hisndiiftf Why tnily, 
^ thut, m^|j^;3(didb extctat df liie empire, 
*^ there irhouki tie >nbthiii^ wordiy ;of pa^s^ 
^ bat what flows fsom Ms supei&oar takitfs. 
i^/But Nei:o is noJbnger t\^ pAip^ of tibis 
^^ s<|btte philosopher ; -he has * attakoed the 
** prime season of indnhood, and : may 
*^ nowi discard his tutor. H^ Itas before 
^ his:eyes the brightest model forihis con'- 
^^ diicti the example of his own illustrious 
•* ancestors/' 

Lin. These ^in^hiiou? airts Iwere not 
unknown to Seineck.: There were still at 
jgottrt a few in the interefl^ of virtue, and 
ftt>m snch^men ht deceived intellig^ice of 
«11 that^passed.. Eindtng ^at 'the prince 
teftl withdrawn his friendship/and 116^ tooger 
aclntitted him ts> his cobrviN*dati(»]:9 . he i^e* 
tnan^ied an audience, and spoke tQ thefol- 
towing effect :** It is noi«r, Cwsar,^ thedfewr- " 
'^ teenth year, since ^I was platted h/ikt 

2 B 2 
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BOOK *^ your person; of your reign it i$ the 
" eighth. In that space of time you have 
** lavished upon me both wealth and ho* 
** nours, with so hberal a faand» that to 
^ complete my happiness nothing now it 
^' necessary but moderation and content- 
*^ meat In the humble request, which i 
^ presume to make, I shall take the liberty 
•* to cite a few examples, far, indeed, above 
** my condition, but worthy of you. Au- 
** gustus, your illustrious ancestor, per- 
*♦ mitted Marcus Agrippa to retire to M^ 
** tylene faj; he allowed Maecenas to live 
^almost a stranger in Rome, and in the 
^* heart of the city (f>) to dwell as it weue in 
" solitude. The former of those illustrioiw 
^ men had been the companion of his 
^ wars J the latter supported the weight of 
** lus administration : both, it is true, re* 
** ceived ample re^^ards, but. rewards foirly 
"*• earned by great and eminent services* 
^ For myself, if you except some attaioN. 
^> ments in literature, the fruit of studies 
^* pursu^ in the shade of retirement, vrbaJH 
." merit can I assume ? My feeble talents . 
"are supposed to have seasoned yo^rf 
V/toind with the first tioctpre of lett^n^ 
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*5:attd iliat honour m beyofifdraU reocmi*- xook 

^, XIV. 

'^ -pense. . ^-^v-^ 

i .. A.u.a 

••• • • - f' • • 815. 

' ^'But your liberalityikiioxrs/iiD bounds: ^^' 
^ You have loaded me with favours^ and 
'** with riches. When I reflect on your ge- 
f* nerosity^ I. say to myself. Shall a man of 
-** my ieyel, without family prcftensions, th* 
son of a r simple kni^bt^ born in a distaiit 
province (c)^ presume to rank with thfe 
grandees of' Rcmue ? Mycname, the name 
::*Sof a new man,, .fi^nes among, those; who 
-^ bog^st a long and splendid Sine xif ances- 
^* tors. Where is:ndw. th^ ..raindvj ^hidli 
^*; long -since knew$ 'that id be contentfwlth 
1^ little » is ifccuchaf^foess? The phil^b^- 
> cpher iiB i iemploy^sd . in .^liyingi ; otit ^f- 
6^lAens(d^ 9;nd'impraTing|ili&asure#gfoteiid^. 
I^^^^Hedttlf^htedttithe extent of axapteari^si 
^ 4i©nfenjcryslaijfarge rientrolli and has'.sinrti; 
JLiiif ibon^ifAe/laid du t at iirisca-est .. >:I) feh ve 
1^ but oneliipblogy ^ your inunrficdn-s^i was 
t^ra;x!0nblm^.ad, and it was .a^ for^n^ei 1X> 
-^^TOsi^; ^:i' "^vq 1? *• ; ;.: j;. ^ . .. ;. ::!::'// •* 

wilLIV. ?fi:BuT th^ij: meateuTtt!«ifi;gBnteDB&i(i;f 
oti ybvii part, ^abd aiittniiiss&>it fdn^mihtit !^ 
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t-rv^ " give, you have bestowed; what. a friend 
^'^li. * " could take, I have received. More will 
*yP' ** only serve to irritate einry^.«|d iufltoie 
^^ the malicii* 6f my enendes. : Yoa imdted 
^y torwer ahoVe £he |)assioiis o£ iU^aclesi^irg 
f^ mBmi^Tubi blpei; to their! ^ttaizk^^ I 
^ it^Bodm ]l6e4 (otf ^ protcctbbv tin' ii .cam- 
ifip&i^^ or on si (It^chy' if Tl^feunii myself 
^'fadjgired and ^om out wit}B^oS,:I sfaouM 
^ not hefeitete Ixysike for ndiat mAxilgmct. 
^'Life i^ a state ^ war&refiit ia a long 
^^ JOampaagu, iu.wfaicl^ a man inyeai!sr/sink^ 
f^ifig uader a kkd of cares, and even Ir^ 
^^ iris iddayss madA obnaKHwi^,' lllay^>c]:14Ve 
^Jftiatve to' retire;^ i iqn .wjfliitgilta hasig^ 
^il^y'ireal^: Ut tbe^ditprsiofiSiQidip^- 
.^!i»l rev«niMrla|c;e tiieapcoQ^^ 
f^.tHiole' : wtuin ito its feiantmftHheiaidL- Bf 
?• Aispadt of setf^dBnial J sl&allr iwrtrbc r6- 
^ dueled to poiveity ! Z ihall p^rt witii J^JMit 
^* superfluity w^ich glUt^rs m the eyeSi df 
^- my xeuenjies : and foi* the .ifest, tine timfe, 
" which is spent in the improving, of gar- 
** dens, and the embellishing of villas, I 
^.isdiall j^ansfer to my^lf^ and Tot the 
^f ^iim^J^y «t cmtia^the cvitiYAiioa ()€- 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



t*-D9jf ttiiui. Yoj|i ai^jpthe vigour'ofyjour mo^ 
" l^9i a. long, tr^d oC Jje^s lies before vS-^ 
«. 3rQP> ; fe ,fi|JI poj$pssion of /tfe?. sov^rriga ^^^ 
1* piQlWjBr, yQnMy»^»m^% t^e ^rt of ^n- ^^' 
t^4tt^. Olid Ag9 may bep^iwtted tp seek 
•*T^»o»p. . JtiwEilJ}|iie^eaftqr,J)eypu.rgloryj * , 
<* ^t yQ^ Hn^^ fepF to , cl)Q9;5e m&a of 
?* ip!Q48?4tion» i0io.cQviJ4 dd^fiwid fttfjii the 
**:^mi(ait of fprtm^B,. to d^U "vitb ^peace 
M §n4; Inwnjblp jeopt^l; iq tfc(? v^l^ of life'* 

LV> NjiRo replied a* ^JJp\^?; " If I , 
<* gjye an ^)9lpe4i^t# ai^^w^r to a ^p^^h of 
1* p«5|)aj<9<i eloquqjw;?, tt^. ppWfsr ftf d^ipg 
V it X d^ve fjxito. yosii. T^„ &^Uy :of 
**»pe9\fmgf n9tQn\y Tjrjiep tifee w&,ttfS:ba9 
**;l^»;ffrewcditfttfi^v'bttt9fe0 Co sudden 
*-* «c«wi^«^* Irp!(>s«fi#8 (if I dip ppj^$^it) by 
* j«^ j^e; jBiod imtcttctioB. . 4«gtt5i8)|jjj it 
<fi$ liitufi t^i9ft«d Agrippft and M9?«fi»aB 
«*'4i(!wi tbefctigi^e pf btisjn^s;;..brtt fee4id 
*VJt,fW.:« tiJPf* Yjh^n.bi^ ^w^pritjr /«ta9 
Vr^t9JMi$d PB the firnokeit bftsJSijBMidbis 
« own exp§pj9&C« ^i^as eq^^l, tft thl^ <jpi«p of 
** government. He did not, however, re- 
*^ mm^ ^..^jmtsi wl^ch 1?§ -had jp^ide. 

Wbat^t^s^ ^TOAPnt; citi?ei», p|)t^ijgd, 
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BOOK " they deserved in war and civil comnuv 

^ XIV. • 

v^v^ " tions; for in those busy scenes Augustus 
^'815. " " passed his youth. Had my lot been the 
^fe?'. **" same, your sword would not have been 
^ idle. What the conjuncture demanded^ 
^* you supplied; you formed my mind to 
<* science, and you assisted me with yout 
^* wisdom and advice. The advantages 
*• which I derive from: you are not of a pe-* 
" ri^hable nsiture ; they will cleave to me 
** through life. As to the favours which 
" it was in my power to grant, such as 
^* houses, gardens, and sums of money, they 
^•are precarious gifts, subject to. accidents 
^^ and the cftprice of fortune. Presents of 
^ ^^ that kind may seem magnifibent; but 
•* they fall short of what I have bestowed 
** on others, who had neither your acedn- 
•* plishments, nor your merit. I coilld 
** mention freedmen, who flourish in higher 
^* splendour ; but I blush to name them. 
^ I blush, that you, who are the first in^my 
^ esteem, idiould not, at the same time, be 
** the first man in my dominions. 

• LVI. ♦* I GRANT that you are advanced 
••in years, but the vigour of your constitu* 
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^ tion is still unbroken. You are equal t6 book 

XlVw 
" business, and tlie'^fruit of your labours you ^ — ^ 

** can still enjoy. My reign is but just be- 'siL * 

" gun ; and what has been my liberality ?. ^gg; * 

^' VitelHus was three times consul (^aj, and 

^* Claudius was his friend : are you to be 

"deemed inferior to the former? and must 

" I> in point of munificence, yield to the 

^^ latter? Volusius (b)y by a long life of 

^ parsimony, raised an in^moderate foF- 

^* tune; and shall not my generosity put 

"you on a level with a man of that de- 

^^ scrip tion? The impetuosity of youth 

^^ may hurry me beyond the bounds of 

^ prudence: it will then be yours to recal 

^' my wandering steps, and lead me to the 

^ paths of hoiiour. You hfelped to form 

*^ rtiy ytouthful understanding, and to what 

^ you polished you still can give life and 

*^ energy. If you resign your wealth, can 

" you suppose that your moderation will 

^* be deemed the cause? If you desert 

^' your prince,, will your love of quiet be 

" thought the mcrtive ? Far otherwise : 

" my avarice will be arraigned ; my cruelty 

"will be the general topic. The* praise, 

" indeed, of wisdotn may pursue you iW 
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wv^ ** hi^ld yi^ii^ ^me or. the; di^gniq^ m^ Juin 



A.D. 



, To tfai» lie^ttj^g »p(eech Nero ^ded 
fond einj^^%, slT^sXIl t^e exte^ii^ ipatrke 
9f affect^pB^ I^oJiQ^ J>y ni^ture to 4^ 
gqjse bis sentii^ents,. ^^d by babiV.e^F* 
^ised iQ.the art^.of di^sioQulatipn, he knew 
litow i^ bide^. under tliie sui^a^ o^- fr^.f^d- 
ship ibe secret iQalioe of l^s be^rt S^^eca 
answered in a si|bmis$iye ton?. I{e>re- 
^roed l)is best thaaks, the )isu{|l';elos« 
frf ©very conffiieiice in the: cabinet of l^ 
prince*' He resolved, howeven;* to<^b<W^ 
hi^ mode of liyi|^ : he in^i^o/Qd )^ pow^'$ 
fpd retailed nO appearpjoce of bis -fil^Siiep 
9p)en4Qur ; the crowd of y^iitori i^.IqQg^ 
ft«q«ented \m J^oase ; be difti}>i»|ei,;^» 
^r^ of followers, 9Ad buit r^ri^y 9p|^9MP^ 
fJt>|]P9^ wHjng to be cQflad^ .%!i %» jn- 
i?pi<3lJdmaHj^ obliged to ia^^.f^i^;pi \m 
^fsaltb a^ h(im^, or,a pjbij^o^pl^ri i?ijb«?r^ 
in^bfiitraet speculatioiiff. ; ^ . 

LVJI. SENECA'sf influence Tfas npw is 
i/^ wane. To n^.jtljp ;g3e4it ,of E^inib 
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Rui^s wa9 the>s««t .o4»jeeJ:. In this iis 



«»inieaF found no difficoitjjr^ The xrime of 



b^ing^ attached tt) Agvippiiia wa^ atiificitot. ^£?" 
T^Unus, . lA tile me9» Aknc, : f Ose to.-, the i§? 
Highest pitch of credit laod in^aceraib. 
Qbii^f t Poaaes^g a geausifc^ e(srery.inHH 
chkff and. having no' ottieif talents; he • r^^ 
ijdiyed to dm^ the prince into a. coslbde- 
caqy^ in guilt Ccnigenia) vicer^ ,hk hadioa 
dioubt» would render bini stiU moce dfearld 
hh master^ With. this view hd begad to 
vatoh the passions of Hero^ andito:di{il(ire 
Ihe siacrets of his heart* ' He ^Duiid i^^ 
1^ t;wo persons whom t\m eniperar dscbd* 
ed'most wefre Platitus Ca} and Sjila; jboAi 
Iftteljt: reraoted cmt of Italy ;v the. for^ner 
into Asia, and the latter to Naibon.QauL 
Tigellinus began his secret hostilities 
dgaiAst them both. He talked of their 
nUffik aind .high descent. Fiautus^. he ch^ 
fucr^edfyfg^ not hr disilantfromithe anmes 
lAithe .east; and Sjllar was near tiie kgiona 
i« :!Qfmmoy. for hinifidyf^ ; be. had*^ not^ 
liikeJBttri!b«$» tb» art of managing *partiea 
Inr M$«Ym inir«te adranti^. ISie ird^ 
fut» pfobis sbyeneigpi i9«s Jus only oh^cL 
MBwm^ he!eiNild«naH^ 
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pdnee. If ploUweve formed^ hyvigAtktite 



\.#v^ and activity they might be crushed in th^ 
^tni^ bttd. Bat fer dist^fit provinces who could; 

^£^ answer? The name of Sylla, rendered 
lamous by the celebrated dict^tol' of that 
^ame^ would rouse and animate the p^ple 
«f GauL In Asia the grandson of Dru* 
wak (h) would have a number of adherents, 
awl might, by consequence, excite the pa- 
lions to a revolt. Sylla, indeed, was indi* 
gdnt and distressed: but his very poverty, 
wouldbe & Bource of courage, a; m6tiv^ *^ 
vigbraus enterprise; and though he seeuie^ 
I6;langaish in repose and indolence^ hk 
]ifeire;of vease was a cloak to cover his ambi^ 
lipn. He waited for an opportunity ^to^ 
avow.«fats dark designs*. 

'■ .:,/ , :..•/.. . 'i:i'-:i 

- Plautus, on the other hand, possessed 
wimodeiate wealth. To lead a i^teggtsh 
Sfe was not in his temper op his character t 
he did not even a£fect it. He copied, wit& 
^mulatioii,'~the manners of the ancient Ko-^ 
Buns, and to his austerity added the maxitii^ 
of. ilie stoic sect : a sect at all times xib»<i 
of.publk; commotions, proud, iieicfe^ ati4 
tind^e|lt*B^ithi» reasoning Nero 'H^ 
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isonviiiced. No 4lel$iy interrenfed* Afiisufi; 9wm 
•ins were dispatched* On the sixth dajr v^w 
they landed at Marseilles, where, without ^^ 
notice, or so much as a hint to alarfti himi ^^ 
Sylla was taken by surprise at his owm 
table, and instantly murdered. His head 
was conveyed to Rome. Nero amused 
hiQiself with the sight; he saw that the 
hairs were grown grey before their time, 
dad io' that circumstance foupd a subject 
for mirth ^nd brutal raillery. 

LVIII. The murder of Plautus: could 
ilkot be executed with equal secrecy* Bk 
&ieiids wisre numerous, amd bis life was va*> 
jniEible tO' many. The place lay i:emotei 
a voyage A^as to be performed, and, in tb^ 
mean time, the plot began to transpire. A 
report prevailed at Rome, that Plautus hud 
put himself under the protection .of Coi> 
biilo, who was then at the head of powers 
^1 armies; a man, in that evil .period; 
when merit and innocaic^ were: capkal 
crimes, likely to &11 a devoted ^icsttm^- TIr 
rumour further added,^ tha;t inAff^owbi^ 
Plautus all Asia wasi tiln in armtViiftnddiiMi^ 
|)ke ruffian^ sent ^in' Eom« Jmdi J^ilfatir 
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BOOjK tieabe till the stroke of death delivered 

XIV 

vi^^ bUn froin>a scei^ of misery, would be her 

"^sYi:^' ^'^^^ fortitude. Thus much is certain: he 

^^' was surprised by the assassins in tH6 midr 

die of the day, disarmed and n^ked, g** 

tending to the refreshment and exercise oi 

his body. 

.In that condition a centurion dispatehed 
him,: while Pelagon, one* of the eunuchs^ 
litood a spectator of the tragic scene. This 
Wretch was sent by Nero to ^upi^rtatend 
the ruffians, like the minister o£a.d^potic 
prince, placed over the guai^ and.ioola 
of iniquity to see his. n^aster's orders.strietljr 
executed. The head of 4;he deceased waa 
carried to P^ome. At the sight of the dis^ 
mal objec£, , the emperor: cried out (I give 
his very words), ^'^Nero, now you: may 
** sai^ly manfy .^Foppaea. What .obstacle 
" remains to defer a match, long inteQdedy 
^^and.oftfen deferred on accx^unt :o£tlu9 
*^ very Plautus,: and meai of*his deaserip^ 
^' tion? Octavia may be'divorcedWidmot 
^' ddayz.her conduct,; it is tnue, hasdaeea 
"l^btameless^ bist dieifaijseriEls njimfar 6i^isit 
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f* hai^e made her in my ejres an object of book 
f^ tem>r and detestation/' Having thus for-* v— v^ 
tified his mind, he dispatched a letter to ^gis'.^' 

> the jsenate, written in guarded terms, with* %^' 
but so much as glancing at the murder of 
Sylla ^d Plautus. He mentioned them 

- both, charging- them with seditious machi* 
nations, by^ which he himself was kept ill 
a^ constant alarm, lest some dreadful con*. 
ii^ulsicyn« should, by their means, shake the 
empire to its foundation. The father de^ ^ 
icreed public vows and supplications to 
the gods. Sylla and Plautus, though no 
longer in being, were expelled the senate? 
and with this mockery, to every good mind 
more grievous than the worst oppression, 
the people were amused and insulted. 

LX. Nero finding, by. the slavish tenor 
t>f the dec>ree, that the fathers were wilhng 
io: transform his vices into virtues, resolved 
to balance nd longer. He repudiated Oc- 
tavia,. alleging » her sterility for his reason, 
Ttnd. immediately married Poppaea. This 
Iwomian, some time the concubine of the 
raiperor, and now his wife, continued to 
^vern him with unbounded s^vay. Not 
A^tent with ho: new dignity, she suborned 

VOL. III. 2 c r- T 
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BOOK & domestic servant of Octaviit to charise 

XIV • • . ' • 

w^v^ his mistress ivith a dishonourable intrigue 
^'^i^' with one of her slaves. For tiiis purpose 
^^' they chose for the pretended adultoer a 
roan of the name of Eucerus, a native of 
Alexandria, remarkable for his skill on the 
flute. The female servants Were put to 
the torture. Some of them, overccwne by 
pain and agony, confessed whatever wa» 
demanded of them ; but the greatest part 
persevered, with constancy, to vincficate 
the honour of their mistress. Tigdliinus 
stood near at hand, pressing than witil 
questions* One of them had the spirit 
to answer, " The person of Octavia it 
" freer from pollution than your moiibth«^ 
Sentence was pronounced against Octtir 
via. With ^o more ceremony than what 
is usual among citiz^ens of ordinary rank, 
she was dismissed from the {Hilaoe. The 
liouse of Burrhus, and the estates of Piaa^ 
tus,'two fatal presents! were allotted ibr 
her separate use. She was somi after 
banished to Campania, under a military 
guard. Murmurs of discont^it were heaod 
in every quarter of Rome. The couMum 
.people spoke out witiiout reserve. To rulQt 
of caution and political wisdom their MOf^ 
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otftoners made tiieiki stmnge^s, find tbd toon 
Hieanness of their conditkia left them no^ ^^y^ 
thing to fear. Their clamours were so loud ^'ayi®* 
ati4 violent, that Nero gave orders to re- ^^^ 
call Optaviay but without affection^ «id 
without remorse* 

hXL The populace^ transpforted #ith 
joy by this event, pressed ia crmrds to 
the capitol, to offer up their thanks to the 
gods* The statues of Poppara were dashed 
to the ground, while those of Octarial,, 
adorned with wreaths of flow'ctrs, were car* 
ried in triumph on men^s shoulders^ and 
plated in the forum and iq the temfpfes; 
The multitude webt in a timraltuoui^ body 
to greet the empeitor ; they surrounded hi* 
palace ; they desired him to oooie forth and 
^receive their congratulatioBia. . A band of 
soldiers rushed forth sword in hand, and 
obliged the crowd to disperse. Whatever 
was pulled down duritig the riot^ was re- 
Jttored to its {Jajce^ and the statue* of 
Poppsea were once more erected^ Bather 
malice to Octavia was not to be appeased. 
To inveterate hatred she added hv liread 
of a popular invuirection, in odasequeact 

' 2 c 2 
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BOOK of which, Nero might be compelled to re* 

XIV. ^ , . . ^ , 

\-.v-^ nounce his passion for her person. 

A.UC. 

815. - : 

^62?* She threw herself at his feet: " I am 
"not now/* she. said, "in a situation to 
" contend for our nuptial union, though 
" dearer to me than life itself^ But my 
"life is in danger. The slaves and fol- 
" lowers of Octavia, calling their own cla- 
" mour the voice of the people, have com- 
" mitted, in a time of profound peace^ 
?* public outrages little short of open re- 
" belHon. They are in arms against their 
" sovereign. They want nothing but a 
" leader, and, in civil commotions, that 
" want is soon supplied. What has Oc- 
' " tavia now to do, but to leave her retreat 
« in Campania, and shew herself to the 
" people of Rome ? She, who in her ab- 
" sence can raise a tumult so fierce and 
" violent, will soon discover the extent of 
" her power. But what is my crime ? 
" What have I committed ? Whom have' I 
" offended ? The people may see me the 
" mother of legitimate heirs to the house of 
" Cassar ; but, perhaps, they would faia 
" reserve the imperial dignity for th? issue 
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" of an -Egyptian minstrel (a). Submit to book 

" Octavia, since your interest will have it v-..,^ ; 

" so : recall her to your embrace, but do it ^'^^^^ 

*^ voluntarily, that the rabble may not give ^g^' 

^ the law to their sovereign. You must 

** either adopt that measure^ or, by just . 

" vengeance on the guilty, provide for your 

" own safety and the public peace. The 

** first alarm was easily quelled ; a second 

•^ insurrection may prove fatal. Should 

*' the mob have reason to despair of seeing 

" Octavia the partner of Nero's bed, they 

** may, in their wisdom, find for her an- 

** other husband.'^ 

LXII. This artful speech, tending at 
once to inflame the prince with resentment, 
and alarm his fears, had its effect. Nero 
heard the whole with mixed emotions of 
rage and. terror. That Octavia was guilty 
with one of her slaves, was a device of 
which' men could be no longer made the 
dupes. The firmness of her servants on 
the rack removed even the shadow of sus- 
picion. A new stratagem was now to be 
tried. A man was to be found who would 
dare to confess the guilt ; and if the same 
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BOOK person could, with some edbnr of proba^ 
^^ ' bility, be charged with a conspiracy against 
the state, the plot would lie the deeper^ 
For this dark dei^ign, no one $o fit as ^ni^ 
cetus C^J^ the commander of the fleet at 
Miseoura, and the murderer of the prince^ 
mother. This oiScer, ftwr some time after 
that atrocious deed, enjoyed the smiles of 
the ^ttiperor, but soon experienced the 
0CM»mon fate of all pernicious miscreants ; 
lie was fevoured at first, and detested after'* 
wards. It is the nature of great men, 
when their turn is served, to consider their 
tools as a living reproach^ and standing 
witnesses against themselves. Nero sum-* 
mooed Anicetustohispresence: he thanked 
him for services already performed. " By 
^* you,^' he said, " I was delivered from the 
^* snares of an ambitious member. A d^ed 
^' of greater moment still remains. Set me 
♦• free from the furious spirit of an impo- 
** rious wife. To effect this you need not 
•^ so much as raise your hand. Neither 
♦♦ sword nor dagger will be wantedl Con- 
** fess yourself guilty of adultery with Ck> 
f^ tavia; I ask no more.^' He concluded 
irith a promise of ample rewards^ to be 
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iUlti^d) indeedi with aeerecy, but with* bcx>k 
out bound or measure, and» in the end, a v^^w 
•ftfe r«tr0ftt in boaie delightful country. %w*.^* 
^ And now/' he 8$,id, " accept the offers ^q^' 
1' which I have madet or certain death 
•* awaits jou/' 

Amcetnf undertook the business. Prac> 
tised in guiltt and by the succesrs of his 
former crimes inspired with courage, he 
went even beyond his commission* In th# 
presence of certain chosen perSQtis, whom 
Nero summoned to a secret council, he told 
iiis story with drc«mstabceii that s^wed 
he had no need of a prcHnpter. He was 
banished to the island of Sardinia^. At 
iliat place he continued to live in afHu* 
^ce, and. died, at last, in the cOUi^se <^ 
nature* 

. XiXIIL Nbbo issued a prodlamatiofli, 
declaring the guilt of Octaviai audi, in «l^ 
press terma, averring, that, to obtain th« 
comniMid of the fleet »t Misenunii^ dbe had 
prostituted h^r person to Ani£6tus, He 
added, that, by the use c^ medicines tQ 
procure abortion, she had tbrdwn a veil 
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BOOK over her adulterous coiiimerce. ' In tUt 

XIV 

public declaration, the objection 'on new 



A IT C* 

815. ' count of sterility, so lately iirgied, wtas ntl 
^,f' more remembered. The facts> howevei*, 
ivere said to be clearly prdvfed. She wai 
banished to the isle of Pandataria fdf^.' 
The public mind was never so deeply 
touc^ed-^ with compassion. The bsfinish^ 
fnent>of Agrippina, by order of Tibaiusi 
wast retriembered by m^any; and that of 
Julia' (b)i, in the reign of Claudius, was still 
more fresh in the memwy of all : but those 
two unfortunate eiilds had attained the 
Vigour of their days,* 'find* were, by con* 
feequ€fnfce, beUtet eta&blted to eiidure the 
stroke of Adversity. • They had known 
scenes of happiness; and, in the recollec- 
tion of better times, could lose^ or, at least, 
assuage, the sense of present evils. To Oc- 
tavia the celebration of her nuptials was 
little different from a funeral cereiiiony. 
•She'Was ted to a bouse, where • she coulci 
^iscdvei* nothing but memorials of afflio- 
tion; hop father carried off by poison rc^)^ 
arid her brother, in a short time afterwards; 
destroyed by the same detestable machi* 
l^ation. She saw herself superseded by the 
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allurements of a female slave ; she saw the book 

xtv 
aHections of her husband alienated from s.-nr^ 

herself, and a marriage, by which her ruin siL 
was completed, openly celebrated with ^^* 
Boppaea. Above all, she underwent a 
cruel accusation, td an ingenuous mind i 
worse than death. At the time when the 
^torm burst upon her, she was only in the 
twentieth year of her age, and, even then, 
in the bloom of Ufe, delivered to the cus- 
tody of centurions and soldiers. Her pre- 
sent afgictions, she plainly saw, were a 
prelude to her impending fate. She was 
cut off from all the comforts 6f life; but 
the tranquillity of the grave was still de- 
nied to her. 

LXIV. In a few days aflerwards she re- 
ceived a mandate, conounanding her to end 
her days. Alarmed and terrified, she de- 
scended to supplications; she admitted 
herself to be a widow; she claimed no 
higher title than that of the emperor's 
sister (a J ; she invoked the race of Ger- 
manicus, the common ancestors of Nero 
and herself, and, in the anguish of hOT 
heart, regretted even - Agrippina, during 
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BOOK whose li£e» sK^ iaid^ ber mftfriag^ wodM 
havQ been a state of wretkhedeesa, tmt 



^sYs,^' would not havebtt)ught her to ao vntimeljr 
*g^* end. Amidst these effusions of . sorrow^ 
the ni^^ns seined l{tu ^nd* havii^ bound 
be^ limbs, opened her veins. Her l^ood 
was chilled with fea^r^ and did not issue at 
the wound. The assassins carried her to 
a bath of intense heat, where' she was sii& 
focated bj the vapour. To complete the 
horror of this barbarous tragedy, her head 
was cut off, and sent to Rojcne, to glut the 
eyes of Poppaea* 

. ;Such were the transactions, for which 
the fathers decreed oblations to the gods* 
I mention the fact in this place, that the 
reader of this, or any other history of those 
disastrous tiioes, may kiio^w, once for aQ^ 
that, as often as banishment, or a bloodj 
execution, was <Nrdered» the sepate n^ver 
fiuled to thank the gods for their bounty* 
Those solemn acts, which, in the earlier 
periods of Eomc* were the pious gratitude 
of the people for tooreasing happiness^ 
were now profanely and. abominably con- 
verted to memorial^ of horror and public 
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misery. .This may be received as a gete- book 
ral trudi; and yet whenever a decree ww 

" • •AUG 

occurs, remarkable either for a new strain sii. 
pf adulation, or the base servility of the ^^ 
times, it is my intention not to pass it by 
in silence. 



LXV. In the course of this year, Nero 
is said to have destroyed by poison the 
most considerable of his freedmen. Among 
these Doryphorus hja,d opposed the mar- 
riage with Poppaea, and for that crime lost 
his life. Pallas was in possession of exor- 
bitant wealth ; but, living to a great age, 
he delayed the eager avarice of the em- 
peror. Hfe was murdered for his riches (a) • 
Romanus, another of the freedmen, endea- 
voured, by clandestine calumny, to ac-^ 
complish the ruin of Seneca, He charged 
the philosopher with being an accomplice 
in the machinations of Caius Piso; but 
the blow, warded oflf by Seneca, recoiled 
upon the accuser. By this incident Piso 
was alarmed for his own safety (bj. A 
dark conspiracy followed, big with danger 
to Nero, but abortive in the end. 
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NOTES 

ON 

THE ELEVENTH BOOK 

OF 

THE ANNALS. 



Section I. 



The former part of this book^ comprising no less thaa 
six years, is lost, with other parts of Tacitus. Claudius 
succeeded to Caligula, who was put to death by Ch«rea 
and other conspirators, on the 24th of January, A. U, €• 
794. The present book begins abruptly in the year of 
Rome 800, when Claudius had reigned six years. The 
very first sentence is imperfect. The historian, beyond all 
doubt, had been speaking of Messalina and Poppaea Sabi- 
na, but neither of them is mentioned in the mutilated 
text. To avoid beginning with a broken passage, the 
translator has added their names, and the sense will now 
be found complete. Valerius Asiaticus had been consul 
twice; the first time, for some months, to supply the 
place of the consuls who began the year A. U. 1-96 ; the 
second time, in conjunction with Marcus Junius Silanus, 
A. U. C. 799. Suetonius, in Claud, s. 14. 

faj Suilius has been already mentioned, Annals, book 
iv'. s. 31 ; and for the ipfamy of his character, see book 
iiii. s; 42, 
': (b) In the tuntult occ^ioned by the death of Caljgula, 
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when the people were wild with contending passioitif) and 
the pnetorian guards paifaBed 4ie streets denouncing ven« 
geance against the conspirators^ Valerius Asiaticus (ac-' 
cording to Josephus) rushed forward to meet them, pro* 
claiming aloud, *^ 1 wish the tyiant had fidlea hy my 
hand.^ See Seneca, De Constantly, cap^ 18. 

(c) Formerly the capital of the AHobroges^ now Vi<- 
enne in Dauphin^ 

Section 11, 

(a) This was agreedble to the Romaik manners. 
What man is ashamed, says Cornelius Nepos, to take his 
wife with him to a convivid meeting ? Qm/eai enim ISomo* 
norumpudet uxoreni ducere in, eonomum f Com« Nep« m 
Pr»&tiane. 

Section V* 

faj Marcus Cinc^us, tribune of the people, was the 
author of the Cindan LaWy so called after his name, in 
the consulship of Sempronius and Cethegus, A. U. C« 550. 
It provided against the receipt of gifts and presents, but, 
in a course of time, fell into disuse, till Augustus, A.U.(X 
732, thought fit to revive it, with an additional clause, by 
which the advocate, who pleaded for hire, was condemned 
to pay four times the sum. Claudius (as may be seen 8, 
70 softened the rigour of the law, allowing a certain fee, 
and ordaining, that whoever took more should be obliged 
to make restitution. , 

Sectim VIII, 

faJ Mithridates, brother to Pharasmanes, king of 1be» 
ria, was appointed by Tiberius to swty the setptne of Aiw 
menia, A. U. C. 788. See Annals, book vi. «u 82. Be 
was afterwanls brought to Rome in chiails^ and thrown 
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iiaitopiiBMi by Cftl%al% A«lj;C.799« l!adtw fli^ he 
had given an account of dib tfMBicdon; bmthe hirtoiy 
<IC Caligidft is luifeitttttatdy Iort« 

(h) For Seleucia^ see the Geogtaplucal TaUe. 

f c> The ^vcff b<»relntaidadiathe Tigris. See Geoiem- 
phical Table. 

(A) Par.theX)ahiaaiidII]rraii% aee Oe GeogiEaphical 
Table. / 

&cium IX. 
^(k) This is the srnne Cotya wisD has been almadf 
mentioned, m king of pait of Ibtaee. See iknnals^ book 
Tf. 8. 67 ; tnd see the note. GsUgnhi added his difisios 
of that country to the dosainione of Rhfemetalcesy said 
made Cotys king oC the lesser hMmtsea^ A. U. C. 791. 

Section X. 

(a) For the fiver £rinde and Sinden, see the Gec^grar 
phical Table, 

Sedhn XL 
(a) The secular games were exhibited by Augustus, la 
the consulship of Caius Fumlus and C* Silaou^ A. U. C 
737- The famous Carmen S(Bailare of Horace has made 
them univecsally known. In their first iastitution thcgr 
ivere to be celebrated at the end of eveiy ceatuiy; bat thai 
regulation, as we learn from HocacCi was changed to eveiy 
hundred and ten years. 

Certus undenos decies per iuinsa 
OibiS) ut cantos referatqtie faidoa 
Ter die claiiy totiesque grati 

Nocte frequentes. 

The ^fit secsdar games were in the cbnsulsMjp tj/fVAt" 
fiitf aad Viiglmus» A. U. G . 298. 
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The second, is the consulship of Valerius Gomaiis «nd 
Gains PsBtUius, A. U. C. 408. 

The third, in the consufaMp of GoraeliuB Leotulm luid 
Licinius Varu% A* U. C. 5 18, 

The fourth, in the consulship of JEmillus LqHdus and 
Lucius Aurelius, A. U. C. 628. ' *** . 

The fifth, by Augustus, as above mentioned, 737* 

The sixth, by Claudius, A. U. C. 800. 

Tacitus says, Claudius differed from the computation 
of Augustus ; and for an explanation of that matter he 
refers us to the history of Domitian, who also gave the. 
secular games, A. U. C. 84L But the history of Domi- 
tiut has not reached posterity. That monster has escaped 
fbe vengeance due to his crimes from the pen of Tacitus. 
The difference between the calculation of Augustus and 
that of Claudius, appears to be a fallacy of the latter em- 
peror. Suetonius say^, he exhibited the secular games, 
under a pretence of their having been anticipated by Au- 
gustus; and yet Claudius, in his history, fairly owns^ 
that they had been neglected before the time of Augustus ; 
but that emperor made an exact calculation of the iimey and 
iigam brought the games to their regular order. For this 
reason, when the crier, by order of Claudius, invited the 
people, in the usual form, to gameSy which no one luad ever 
seen, and would never see again, the people could not re- 
^ firam iroDli laughitig, as many then living had seen them in 
Ac time of Augustus, and some of the players, who had 
acted on that occasion, were «ow brought upon the stage 
again. Suet, in Claud, s. 21. 

(b) The Trojm Game, commonly ascribed, to iEneas, 
is beautifully described by Virgil, ^neid v. ver. 545. 
Suetonius says it was exhibited by Julius Csesar, when 
two companies, one consisting of grown up lads, and 
the other of boys of a lesser size, displayed their skill in 
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boifsemanship. Suet, in JuL ^Cses. s. a9.' Thfe may ac^ 
count for the appearance of Britannicus and Domitius 
Nero, both at that time extremely young. Britannicus 
wa3 bom A. U. C. 704; Nero in the year 790. See the 
Genealogical Table, No. 108 and No. 35. 

("c^ Suetonius exp^lains the ori^n of this fiible. He 
says, there was a report, that certain assassins were hired 
by Messalina to strangle Nero in his bed, in order to re« 
move the rival of Britannicus. The men went to execute 
their purpose, but were frightened by a serpent that crept 
from under his pillow. This tale wasi occasioned by the 
finding of aserpetofs skin near Nero's pillow, which, by 
his mother's order, he wore for some time upon his. right 
arm, inclosed in a golden bracelet. Suetonius, in Neron. 
s. 6. 

Sectum XII. 

' C<^J Silius was consul elect, as already mentioned in this 
book, s. 5; Juvenal says, 

E lige quidnam 
Suadendum esse putes, cui nubere Ceesariis uxor 
Destinat. Optimus hie, et formosissimus idem 
• Gentis patriciise, rapitur miser extinguendus 
Messalinse oculis. Sat. x. ver. 83 1 • 

Now Silius wants thy counsel ; give advice; 
Wed CassBx^s wife, or die. The choice is nice. 
Her comet-eyes she darts on ev*ry grace. 
And takes a &tal liking to bis face. 

DrYDEN's JUVBNAU 

Sedibn XIII., . 
(a) Pomponius had been consul, but not in the be« 
^nning of the year^ and therefore his name does not ap- 
VOL. in. 2 J} 
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pear in the Fasti Comulares. Qulntillan pmises bis dra- 
matic geniusy and admires his tragedies. See the Dialogue 
coQceruing Oratoiy, s. 13^ note (c). 

(b) The &mbruine HUhy according to Brotier and 
other commentators, are the hills tliat overlook the town, 
formerly called Svbhupkeumj now SubjacOy ahont forty 
miles bom Rome^ towards the east, and not far from the 
Sacred Caoe, now II Monastero del Sacro Speco. The 
waters issuing &om two fountain^ known by the names 
of Curtius md CeruleuSj were^ by the direotiion of Clau« 
dius, brought to Rome in canals made with great labour 
and vast expence. See PUn/s Description, lib. xxxvL 
$•15. 

Section XIV. 

(a) The invention of letters, one of the happiest ex- 
ertipns of the human mind, presents a subject of so cu- 
rious and complicated a nature, that the discussion of it 
cannot be condensed into a note. Plato and Ciceio were 
so sthick with the wonderful art^ce of alphabetical cha- 
racters^ as to conclude that it was not of tiMnkan inven- 
tion, but a preternatural gift of the mmortal gods. Dr. 
Warburton has given a dissertation Ql» th& sntgeot, in 
which profound learning and sounpl phifc>9Pphy Vt9i hap- 
pily united. After him, it may be stated, that man> 
being forrndd for sodety, so6n found two ways of com- 
municating his thoughts ; namely, by sounds and signifi- 
cant action. But both were transient. Something per- 
manent was still required; somediing, by which the con- 
ceptions of the mind might be preserved and communi- 
cated at a distance. This was done by the images of 
things, properly called* picture-writing. Sensible objects 
were easily represented, but abstract ideas demanded far- 
ther improvement. TTiat dififtculty was also comiuerijA 
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Mtn conversant in matter wanted sensible images to con« 
ifey the id^as foiroied by the operations of the understand** 
Ing. For that purpose, every object, in which could be 
fouod any kind of resemblance or analogy^, was introdoeed 
to represent the inward sentiment : as an ste, for know^^^ 
ledge ; ti circlb, for eternity. Tliis was the symbolic 
writing of the ^Egyptians, who attended chiefly to the 
animal creation, and thereby established the brute^vooTsUp 
of their country. The several animals and symbolic fi" 
figures being carved on pyramids and obelisks, by direction 
ef the dacerdotal order, the art of expressing ideas by 
analogous representation if^as deemed sacred, and thence 
ealkd HiBao«LYPHic. It liad, at first, nothing in it ci 
mystery : it was dictated by the necessities of man in so^^ 
dd Kfe. The Qrinese ift the eatrt had their hieroglypbicBir 
PJctufe-writStig was^ faiotm to the Mexieans, ia a world 
then tindiseovered j and, Mcordinglyy Aoes^A tells m^ 
that the first account of a Spai^kh fleet on the coast^ wa» 
sent io Montiezunm in deUneatiOnfl planted on doth* 
The same writer adds, tUiiga that had a bodily shape 
urere represeofied by thefr proper figures; and those tliat 
were invisible^ by other expressive characters; and thu» 
the Mcpdcans wrote or painted every thing they had ccca* 
tton to egress. The Peruvians made use of arbitcary 
aaarks. With their knotted cords of different colours^ 
and varkNB sizes, they eontdved to convey their tboug 1^ 
to one another. The Chinese proceeded from their hie« 
ceg^jphies to the inventbn of a significant mark for every 
idea. Jt is a mistake to say that they formed aa alphabet, 
or ktteis to be the sign of simple sounds. Their charac-^ 
ters4e not stand for syUaUfis, of which, articulate wordt: 
«pe eoipposed ; tfiey expresa tiie idea, or the object istelf ;< 
•ad it ia said timt tbey httveao leaa than seventy thousand 
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of such arbitmry characters. The confusion that mtst 
follow 19 obvidus. Signs for words^ not thinos, were 
stifirthe grand desideratum. Some happj genius (who, it 
h not known) arose in ^gypt. He had the sagaejcj to 
obaerre die formation of sounds by the *human organs 
and soon perceived that several were frequently united to 
constitute a word. By decompouilding these, and Ssing 
a mark for vowels and consonants, which might be after* 
ivards blended and varied as the word required^ the art of 
writing was reduced to simplicity, and finally established 
in its present form. Moses brought alphabetic letters^ 
with the rest of Ids learning, from iEgypt,. and was, 
4ierefote, able .to r^uoe his book^ to writing. Cadmus 
was of Thebes in iEgypt, and passed ficom Phoenicia 
ijaU> (Sreece. Ht£» natiye^couQtry shows whence he de- 
rived his alphabet; though th^ Phc^icians were, by 
vu^;ar errpr, said to be the people wh0 invented letters^ 
and first taught the art of stopping tAe^j^g. ^ound. 
Phceniees primt, famse si creditur, ausi ' 
Mansuram rudibus vocem signarefiguris. 

LucAN, lib. liL ver. 220* 
Pliny the elder gives the honour to the Assyrians: he 
says, IMeras semper arbitror fuisse jissyrias. lib. vii* 
s. 56. It is plain, however, that he was not rightly in- 
formed. See Warburton's Divine Legation, voh iii. pag6 
66, &c. ; and see Memoirs of the Academy of Belles Let*' 
tres, vol; xxxii. page 212. 

(b) Dr. Warburton says the Hebrew alphabet, which 
Moses employed in the composition of the Pentateuch, is 
considerably fuller than that which Cadmus brought into 
Greece. Cadmus had only sixteen letters, and the He- 
brew had two and twenty. Divine Legat. voL iii. pagd 
¥48. We find from Tacitus,^ that the Greek alplmbet 
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received considerable additions. As to the <three letters 
tdded hjr Ciauitius to the Rom^ alphabet, Suetonius 
says, he invented three new^ letters, concerning which he 
published a book, while he was yet a private citizen ; and, 
after his elevation to the imperial seat, his authority in- 
troduced them into comrnqn use, and the same were still 
extant in bodes, registers, and inscriptions on buildings; 
See life of Claudius, s. 41* Brotier, in his edition of Ta-. 
Qitus, has given, from a brass table foimd at Lyons,,aspeech 
made by Claudius to the senate ; but in that i^Qoaniient of 
antiquity BO trace appears of those new letters, , .. . , 

Sectkm XVIL 
(a)' For an account of Flavins, the father, seeAhnais] 
book ii. s, 9 and 10. ' ^ '' '■^' . 

"^ :{6) See the Ge<^ph?cal Table, ' •^' ■ i 

^" ' : . \^.. ^c(i(m xvni. ,;J;^J>^^ ^ 

. (o) For the ^iptauciapsj^ see the Geo^phical Table. ^ 

\Q>) ,The coi^ntri^s.npyv called S^land^^^mbcintf Fhnr' 

ders. ^j those parts th^e .Wj^jre several canals..and inlets of 

tjje sea, between the JScbeld, the Meuse, and the RMne. ^ 

' ; ' ; " ' J^^tion XJX. '; '. \ *. V' 

.(o) For the Frisians, see the Geographical Table ; and 
for Lucius Apronius, see Annals, book iv. s. 73 and 74. 

-'' '"' • \ '- Section XX, 

(a) For the Mattiaci, see the Geographical Table. 

Sedtim XXI> 

' (a) Some of'the commentators will have this person to 
be Quintus Curtius, the historian of Alexander the Great; 
but this opinion is witliout foundation. * Tacitus would 
not omit a circumstance so very renlarkable. 
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(b) For Adnunetufii, see the Geogfaphi<?al Table. 
(cj Hiis story is related as a fact by the younger Plioy, 
lib. vii. ep. 27* . 

Section XXIL 

(a) In the consulship of Fiilvius Flaccus and liucius' 
Manlius Acidinus, A. U. C. 575, Lucius Villius, tribune 
of the people, preferred a rogatio or bill, which passed 
into a law, to sfettle at what age the different magistracies 
might be obtained. ' £& anno rogatio prirmtm lata e.rt ah 
i. VilUo, tribuno plebis, quot anms nati quemque ma-*; 
gistratum peterent caperentque, Livy, lib. xl. s. 43, 
The qnttstorship was the first office any. person Goqld 
bear in the commonwealth, and, by the new regulations- 
might be undertaken at the age of tweoty-foiir or twenty- 
five years. Kennet's Roman Antiquities, page 115. 

(b) The Comitia Curiata owe their original to the di- 
vision which Romulus made of the people' into thirty 
curiae, ten being contained in every tribe. They an- 
swered, Jn most respects, to the modem divisions of 
cities into parishes. Before the institution of the Comiiia 
CenturicUay or assemblies of the people in their centuries, 
wUch were in number 193, instituted, by Servius Tul- 
lius, all the great concerns of the state were trans^ctediA, 
the curias ; such as the electing of magistrates, the making 
or abrogating of laws, and the decision of capital causes* 
Kennet's Roman Antiquities, page 129. 

-$fe4rtio»XXUI. 

faj Gallia Comata^ a general name ifor the whole coufi* 
ixy on this side of the Alps. See the GeQ|rapbical TaUe^t 

(b) For the F^emti and Jnmibree^ 9t^ the ixeograpfaiGal 
Table. 
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(c) Alesia wi|s besieged by Julius Cessar. The town, 
situated oa the ridge of a hill, was almost impregnable. 
it could not be taken by assault, Vercingetorix com- 
manded the garrisoQ. Ciesar fonned his lines of circum- 
vallatioD, and was obliged to sit down before the place, 
for a considerable time* He has left a circumstantial 
account of all his operations, and also of the i^ech of 
Critognatus, a leading chieftain among the Gauk^ 
when the garrison, pressed by famine, debated whether 
they should capitulate^ or sally out in a body, and die 
with glory, sword in hand. Caesar records this man's 
speech,, on account of its singular and nefarious cruel- 
ty^: propter ejus singularem ac nefaiiam crudelitatem. 
CritoGnatus opposed all terms of accommodation. To 
sally out, be said, might be called an effort of brave de« 
spair; but it was in feet the pusillanimity of men who 
dreaded the hardships of an approaching famine. But 
what was the condnct of the ancient Gauls, when be- 
sieged by the Cimbri and the Teutones ? Reduced to the 
liast distress, they devoured the bodies of all who were in- 
capable of bearing arms, and held out to the last. That, 
he said, was a glorious precedent ; it deserved to be imi- 
tated, and transmitted to posterity. Alesia, after an ob«» 
stinate resistance, surrendered at discretion, and Vercfn- 
getorix was delivered up. Cfiesar, De Bell. Gall. lib. vii. 
s. 68 to tlie end of 89. For Alesia, see the Geographical 
Table. 

Sectim XXIV. 
faj^ It has been mentioned, note (b), s. 14, that a 
speecji of Claudius, engraved on a tablet of brass, has 
been found at Lyons. It is set forth at length by Bro-^ 
tier, in his edition of Tacitus, vci. ii. 4ft>. page 34d, 
and by Dotteville. vol. iv« page 422. The speech relates 
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to the question stated by Talcitus, . namely, the admission 
of the Gauls into the Roman senate. The historian has 
not given the argument m the form and words of the 
original speech. He has seized the substance, and ex- 
pressed it with his usual brevity, in a style suited to an 
emperor, of whom he says, that in his prepared speeches he 
never wanted elegance. Nee in CUmdiOf quoties medi^ata 
dissereret, elegarUvam requireres. 

Section XXV. 

(a) We read in Suetonius, that Julius Caesar filled up 
the va^ncies in the senate, and advanced several com* 
moners to the rank of patricians. Suet, in Jul. Cses. s. 
41. It should seem, from what Tacitus says, that he 
was willing to give colour to his proceedings, and there- 
fore acted under a law called, after Cassius the consul 
for part of the year, the Cassian law. In like manner, 
Augustus adopted the same measure, and carried it into 
execution, under the authority of a law enacted in the 
con^lship of Lucius Saenius, who was appointed to the 
oflSce towards the end of the year, and therefore does 
not appear in the Fasti Comulares. 

(b) Tlie number of Roman citizens mentioned in this 
place would be thought altogether incredible, if the esti- 
mate were to be understood to relate to the inhabitants of 
the capital ; but the question was not, what number dwelt 
within the walls of the city ; it extended to tlie whole body 
of the Roman people, wherever stationed. 

Sedim XXVIII. , 

(a) This was Mimter, the comedian, famous for his 
adulterous commerce with IVf essalina. . 
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Section XXIX. 
faj As the whole history of Caligula is lost, the part 
which CallistUs acted in the catastrophe of that empercQ' 
is not to be found in Tacitus. Cassius Chierea was the 
chief conspirator. He drew into his plot a number of 
leading men, and among them Callistus, a freedman en- 
riched by the favours of Caligula. To apologize, in 
some degree, for his perfidy and ingratitude, the enfran- 
chised slave gave out, that he had orders from Caligula 
to administer poison to Claudius. By that story, whe- 
ther true or false, he varnished over his treachery to his 
benefactor, and secured his interest with the next em- 
peror. 

Sectim XXXVL 
(a) Lateranns was nephew to Aulus Plautius, the fa- 
mous general who commanded in Britain, A. U. C. 7^6, 
and subdued the southern part of the island. See the Life 
of Agricola, s. 14 ; and s. 17, note (d). 

Section XXXVIIL 

(a) Claudius contracted an incestuous marriage with 
the daughter of his brother Germanicus : Agrippina de- 
stroyed the emperor*s son Britannicus, and afterwards 
dispatched Claudius himself, to open the road to empire 
for her son Nero, who, it is well known, was guilty of par- 
ricide: and Narcissus, the favourite freedman, ended his 
days in a dungeon. Annals, book xiii. s. 1. 
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Section 11. 

(a) Suetonius gives an account of the wiv6s <>f 
Claudius in regular succession. His first wife wiaa Plautia 
Urgulani]la, Being in a short time divorced from her, he 
married Mlia, Petina, descended from a father of consular 
rank : by her he had a daughter aaaied Antdnia ; for 
vffm^ see the Geqealogical Tabk^ No* 105. For MUm 
Petma^ see No. 1(H« C3aadius was divoiced &oo» his se* 
cpnd wife. He then munried Messalioa^ and by her had a . 
4^ufhtar^ Octa^a^ and a son named Britanmcus. LolHa 
Paulina^ who aspired on the present occasion to the impe* 
ri«l;b!^9 had been mmried to C&l^gub^ and was soon di* 
vorced. See jfor her Ihc^ G^etlogioftl Table, No. 99. 
Agri^Kina^ theaucccasful candidate, was the daughter of 
Germanicus, the brother of Claudius. For b^r, see the 
Genealogical Table, No. 93 ; and for the whole transaction 
as here related by Tacitus, see Suet* in Claud, s. 26. 

Section UL 
(a) DomitiuS, the son of Agripjwu^ was nSlmmtis Nero 
the emperor. See the Gm^di^eal TaUe^ NcK Ui ' 
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, Section XI. . 
(a) Tiberius had given t^o kinjgs to the Parthians, viz. 
Fhraates and Uridates, Annals, book vi. s. 31 and 32. 

Section XIL 

(a) For the Arabs, see the Geographical Table. 

Section XIIL 

faj A people who inhabited a part of Mesopotamia. 
See the Geographical Table. 

(b) NiNos, formerly the celebrated city of Nineve, the 
capital of Assyria, See the Geographical Table. 

(c) This mountain, and the river Oormaj are men- 
tioned by Tacitui^ only. 

. . Sectim XV. • , . 

(a) Mithridates mentioned in this pbcewas de^fcetided 
ffom the great Mithridates^ who waged the long war with' 
the RbmaB^ called the Mithridatic War.' Claudius^ in a 
dfebibation o^king^doba among the priiices bordering on 
theEuxine, made the descendant of Mhhridates kingof 
Bofiphbnis. i.^. - \ *^ 

fbj The Dandaiidtt inhabited a traet of country oii'the 
Eiisiine sh0As. iSee the Geographical Table. * >v ./ 

{e) A.peopleneartbePdusMnotis. See the Geogi^' 
phicalTaWe. . ^-^ 

•: ; •;• •.?■.'■'.' . • • • .. ' •: •■*.-) 
,: .. [.,; Section XVl. , ^ . r . : 

faj The Aorsians were mentioned in the former sec- 
tion. See the Geographical Table.' 
{b'j i\M'So2a,seetheGe<^jpkicidTablei'' :'' 
fcj Panda, ft'tiver'dotweUiaftiwn At present; 
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Section XVII. 

(aj See the Geographical Table* 
fbj Taurus, a chain of mountains in Asia. See tlie 
Geographical Table. 

Section XVIII. 
faj Achsmenes was grandfather to Cambyses, and 
after htm the Persian kings were called Ach^m^ nida. 

Section XXII. 

fa J Suetonius has given some particulars of the mar- 
riage of Caligula with Lollia Paulina. She was in a distant 
prrovince with her husband M^mmius Regulus, in whose 
consulship Sejanus met his fate. See Ahnals, v. in the 
Supplement, s. 32. Regulus, in the time of Caligula, 
had the command of the army in Syria. Lollia Paulina^ 
his wife, accompanied him to his government. Caligula 
called her back to Rome, and married her ; but was soon 
divorced.' Suet, in Calig.'S. 25. ' Pliny the elder de- 
scribes, with indignation, the immense and almost inoredi>- 
ble wealth, which she displayed in her dress, and the lihi 
boured ornaments of her person at the banquet irfter tha 
marriage cerem<Hiy. He says, he saw her sinking under 
the. load of diamonds that encumbered her robe, and 
sJMilrkled in her hair, her ears, on her neck, her arms and 
fingers. This profusion of riches was not the gift of a pnv 
digal emperor $ but the spoil of plundered provinces, acquire 
ed by her graadlEither Mtfrcus LoUius, while be comttitiiid* 
ed the Roman legibnii in the east« The emperor of Rom)B 
eihibtied the plmfder he had ^nediiy pirascriptidniiaiid 
the murder of Ri^man cittaens; and^a woman. id|^iayed 
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more magnificence, than ever entered into the ima^na* 
tioQ of the CuEii and FaBrjicii. Pliny, lib* ix« 35« 

Section XXIII. 

(a) Agrippa was the descendant of Hered the Great^ 
who was made king of Judaea by a decree of the ^nate 
A. U. C. 714, and died in the year 750, about four 
years before the Christian aera. Agrippa, his grandson, 
was thrown into prison by Tiberius, and restored to his 
kingdom by Caligula. He died A. U. C. 7^7* Sohemust 
mentioned in the text, was d^cended from Sohemus 
king of Itursea, who was murdered by Herod A. U. C. 
726. See Joeephus *, and for Itursea, see the Geographi- 
cal Table. 

(bj The precinct of the city of Rome was called the 
. PojMJCRiuM^ as the anti<piariaDS aay, torn pmere nuema. 
The Ronmns had nol; the new lighis that teach the le^ 
lat0i» ot France to make AthAam the foiui^tioii of their 
wild ^moKOffftc^. After a begiaiang so tnify ioij^ous and 
detestaUe, 00 wonder tbitf we se^ no cmIq of jusdee, no 
moral rectittide, op <^dar m thd; li^i^ktive aoBembfy, 
aiidno power. in tbcir esecuthe eouoeil to enforce obe- 
dieoce to jfche ki^. They huve est^Mbbed 4vU and 
idKgbw aiMHsby : ntj^ey murder, aiid evei; <?fime that 
iboeks faumaBity, haTe been the eonse<}neQce. The Bo- 
Hums had 4ie good sense to set out with ctii^pHwaiplnii 
Eiieft m than darit age they had aa idea of » 4ii|«eriill^9d- 
iii|; Prowdbnc^ and referred every thii% to Ae^ inunortal 
Go^i The very-waBs of Boioe Uneoe eooseera^ in 
tiildMr daiti^ Hiul. ataeordia^- cooaidkaMi «»: 4acaM4 
TElie vaea»fc i^aoe otf bord» site, of tko mtt:.«^ :h4if 
gownd^r fiiocl iteftfe iabt^ A» 

the cit^incmoed^ t&e sa^e sdif^na careaooji w«9 1^ 
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served In urbis iruTemmdo semper ^ qaanfum mmtia 
processura eranty tantum termini hi consecrati prqfereban^ 
tur. Livy, lib. i. s. 44. To enlarge the precinct of 
Rome was called Jus proferendi p(mumi ; but that right 
was of such consequence, that it was allowed to none but 
those who extended the boundaries of the empire. Af^er 
the inclosure of the seven hills by tlie kings of Rome, sep^ 
temque una sibi muro circumdedit arceSy Sylla, the dic- 
tator, was the first who had the honour of widening the 
Pomsrium, A. U. C. 674. Seneca de Brevit. Vitae, 
cap. xiv. Julius Ccesar, after all bis victories, claimed 
the same right, A. U. C. 7lQ; and Augustus followed 
his example, A. U. C^ 7^6* I)io> Ub. xliii. Tlie num* 
l^r of inliabitaots, whep Rome vras in its flourishing state, 
Lipsius computes at four millions. Brotier has offered a 
more probable conjecture; He compares Paris and JLoa« 
don with Rome j and his mmobers, on a feir calculatioDy 
are: 

Paris - - . - 640,000 
London ... - 7^8,000 
Rome . . - .- . 1,188,000 

Brotier proceeds in his estimate to the Chinese empire, 
where he reckons two hundred million of inhabitants, ' 
whereas the number in Europe is computed at ISO^il- 
fibn. See Brotier^s Tteitus, vol. ii. page 37^, 4to edSt. 

&cfton.XXV^ 

(a) Attus Clausus, called afterwards Apj^iUs Claudfus, 
hasbeen mentioned, book xl. s. 2i, as the fountfer of th^ 
eiaafiaffftkiiy. We art tl)M the' s^iile by Virgil : 
?BcteSabtnorahi 'ptfe'ci^^fle singuine magnimi ' ^ \ * » 
'■ Agmen^agens'CiiX^i^if/iAaghlqW ipse agmirils iristiarf 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



4l6 NOTES ON TIJE ^ ^ . 

Claudia nunc a quo diffuaditur et tribus et gens 
Per JLatium^ postquam \n partem data Roma Saiui)is« 

iSNEiD.viuver. 706«r 

' Sectum XXVn, 

faj For an account of the Ubians, origiiially a people 
of Germany, afterwards changed into a Roman colony, see 
tlie Manners of the Germans, s. 28, note fgj* 

(b) See the Geographical Table. 

Sectum XXmtL 
fa J See tKe Geographical Table. 

Section XXIX. 

(a) Maroboduus being expelled, from his dominions, 
and, under an appearance of protection, detained as a 
state prisoner at Ravenna, Vannius was made king by Dru- 
sus, the son of Tiberius, A. U. C. 772* Annals, book ii; 
8. 63. 

fbj Lygians, a people of Germany. See the Geogra- 
phical Table. 

fcj Jazyges, a people of Sarmada. See the Geogra- 
phical Table. 

Section XXXI. .. 

faJ As Tacitus's account of the six first y^rs of CIau->' 
dius is lost, the invasion of Britnin, under the command 
of Aulus Plautius, has not occurred either in this book, or 
that which precedes it.. It is, therefore, proper to mention 
in this place, that, from the descent made by Julius 
Cssar, A. U. C, 699, and after him^ Aulus Plautius was,* 
the first Roman general that la^^^^d in Britain^ A. U« C.) 
796. Vespasian, afterwards em|>eror, served in that f^fg/^- 
dition. The southern pai^ of the isl^ind.were reduc^to 
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subjectioar Claudius vmted his new conquest, and at his 
return, having enlarged' tKe Roman empire, entered Rome 
iaj^riiitifp^ Weoow find tliat Ostoriifs Scapula sw^eeded 
to Aulus Plautius, The sequel will show the q)irit of liberty . 
that inspired tbe Brjtc^t'andthe consu]iimate.^bUity .with 
tt^id^.tbe Roman general triumphed vver .^ Aerpe and ' 
warlil^ P^pi^ For the several ofl^ers who* commanded . 
in Britain^ from tiua time to the arrival qf Ajg^cola, 
A. U. C. 831, see the Life o( Agricola, s. 179 note (d). 
For the river ^nton^, now ihe jhpn; Sabrina, now 
the I$ev0rh ; and Aufona, now the Nen ; see.th^ (geogra- 
phical Table. Camden is of opinion that Antona, the 
Awn^ has found its way into the text by mistake, and that 
the true reading should be AiTfona, the 2Ve». See Gim- 
denVBritanma, by Gibson, 431. Camden's opinion has 
been fdllowed in the translation, 

• fh) The /ceminlwribfted Norfolk, Suffolky Cambridge' 
sWe, ^nd HtmtmgdomMre. See life of Agricota^ s« U^ 
note faj» 

I ■ ^ " '. 

^ectim XXXII. 
iTaJ The Cangi inhabited ChesUrey and part of Lan^ 
casMref opposite to Ireland, 

(b) Rrigantes, the people inhabiting Yorkshire, Dur^ 
hartiy Cumberland, and Westmoreland. 

(c) Siiures ; the pec^le who occupied Herefordshire,' 
Radnor, Brecknock, Monmouth, and Glamorgan, and in 
general South Wales. 

(d) Camelodunum, now Colchester, 
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sisctwu xxsm, 

faj Caractacus, according to Gamdaiy rdgMi iAih/b 
county of Cordigdru 

(%) Ordookesyiht peofllt of North Wdk$. 

(c) Hiis spot, Camden says, was in SkrcpMrey wliete 
the CoLUKus/ now the Oune^ runs into the TiiMmtSy 
Odtr Tbmd^ not^ fit>ni a hill catted Cde^OhroMc. ' ^ 

(a)l\M river, according to Camden, was the TmdL 

Jecfion XXXVI. 

^ai^ Aoliia Plautiusy as mentioned s. SI. note fu)^ 
invaded Britain A. U. C. 796; an active and warlike. 
oUgsiKMt) 19 l^nrcmipaign against tt^ Tacitiis 

if neyeir bettef pli^ased^ thc^ when he has an oppottuiii^ 
of doing justice to the chiefs of foreign nations, who dif* 
tinguished themselves by their virtue, their courage, and 
their love of liberty. See his Atisw^t ot Arminius, An- 
nalifi ii. 8. 88. Caractacus, in like manner, is represented 
in the brightest colours; great in the field of battle, and 
not I^ss so befove the emperor Claudius, in the presence 
of the Roman people. Mr, Mason has formed a noble 
dramatic poem on the subject. He has made a fine use 
of Tacitus in many passages, but in none more than in the 
following lines, which the reader will see are a beaudfiil 
insertion from the real speech of Caractaqus to the eqopcr- 
or Claudius : 



Soldier, I had arms j 



tiad neighing steeds to whiil my iron car ; 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



TWELFTH limn 69 tbH Annals. 41^ 



MrI wSMtO) Sinniinli ' INMI thcni wondtT) Ronsaiii 
I fiWgbf f* !«liTe thdttj ? What if Cee^ aims 
'Fa1dMr)t«idVt^fta! »'er tl^ i^rid? 
SMt tfife iMidtiiamy cMtii at tstsHi^ fbi^iM ? 

, AuL9s Dmimk 

Read ill thy ftte our answer. Vet if sooben 
Thy pride had yielded — 

C^I^CTACUS. 

Thank, the gods, I did not. 
Sad it been so, the glory of thy master, 
Like niy misfortunes, had been short and trivial, . 
Oblivion's iready prey. iJow, after struggling 
liine years, and that right bravely, Against a tyrant^* 
1 am his klave to treat as seems him good. ' .: , 

u cnieljy, 'twill be an easy task 
To tiow a wretch, alas ! how bow'd already ! 
liowh to the dUkt: If well, his clemency. 
When tricked and varnishM by your glossing penmani 
WiU shine in honour^s annals* 

If Mr. Mason has departed lirom the strict line of historical 
truth, he has done it with the privilege of k poe^ and hja 
poem is *enriched by the fiction. The isle of Mona viras* 
not Attacked till A. U. C. 8M, when Suetbhiits P&ulinus 
invested the t>lace,' teA years after Caractacus was led a 
prisoner tb Rome ; n6r was that island finally rieduced till 
the year 831. See the Life of Agricola, s. 18. Virgil, 
it is well known, adoiHed his poeni by bringing together 
Dido and iEncas. The same di^r^ard (yf ehronology 
may be allotted to the author of Caractacus, sinfte, by 
mdciog his hero take sanctbary among the DfttJim in 
Mom^ he has ptbduced the epkMxRcal ioeideMiof a beatfr^ 

2k2 
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tiful pjece. OBut wV the>iHi9ur.pf takinB Cm^mom 
prisoner, and ^i^ding liiip to Bosiie^ should, batriiisferredi 
from OsTORius to AuLUS Dijxivs^ no good feasoa .iiqpti' 
pears, r Didius did i^ot commaiid in Britain till .(hat :ey€n t: 
was past On the death of OsToaius, he was appointed 
governor; a tame inactive officer, wfio did not, as we are 
told by facit^e, distinguish hiniself by one warlike -ac^* 

ploit. .;.'•: 

^ ' 'Section XXi> 

faj It is not to bfe inferred from thi^ passive,, ^t it. 
was a general prin<iiple with the Britons not to acquiesce * 
under a fei^ale reign. Boadicea, as will be seen hereafter, 
was queen of the Iceni; and sh,e, at the head of her 
army jufst going to give battle, tells the soldiers, *.* It is 
** not the first tin&e that the Britons took the field under 
** the conduct of a won(ian" Book xiy. s. 35, The. 
fact was, the people saw a. warlike chief oppressed by his 
wife, and therefore resolved to sybmit no longer to the ty- 
ranny of a woman. 

Section XIII. . 

(a) Agrippina wa^ the daughter of Germa^nicu§, sistpr 

of Caliguh, the wife of Claudius, and the mother of. Nerp.. 

Kacine, wjbo has many fine ipsertions froni Tacitus in his 

tragedy of Britannicus, has imitated, this pai|sage : : 

Moi, fiUe, femQie, sc&ur, et tperCf de yos maitres. 

. . Section XLV. 

faj OoRKjBAij, a castle in Armenia, according 'to D^An- 
ville, now called Khorien. For Artaxata aikl Tigranooef-- 
tfi, see the: Geographical Table. The stcoy of Rhadatills- 
tm iuard ^enobia^ which is here related by l^oitiis, fumkh-* 
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cd Cfdbflldny the celebrated French poet, a subject for one 
W His best ti^gedles. Pharasmanes and his son Hhada- 
'liiiistus are represented, With historical truA, in all the co- 
lours of their jguilt; the former, as' accessary to the death 
'bi^Kis iirbtyr Mititidatest and the latter, as the murderer 
of ^.Ks' uncle. Rhadamlstusr,'in the end, dies by the hand 
of' his father. In fact^ he Was afterwards ptit to death by 
*Pharasihanes. Annals, xifi. s. 37. The Etlglish tragedy 
'6( ZEf^bBiA deviates so far fh)m Tacitus, as to represent 
^hadaralstife in an ^tnlable light. The fablfe!^ 'or plot, is 
almofet Entirely new; • andthe'c&tasttophe aim^it tlie pai- 
sions of terror and pity, instead of exciiing^^hbrrdl::^ wi 
emotion, of the mind, to. which the strong but sombi^ 
genius of Cr^billon seems to have had a peculiar bias. 

Section LIII. 

fa J Suetonius says that the law, of which Pallas was the 
flfet^ thoVeTi was ' afterwards enfoited' by Vespasran,' who 
caused a 'decree to pass, enacting that the* woman, who 
marriwi the slave of another person, should be deemed a 
jlare. Suet in V6sp. s. 11. Pfiny the cdnsill sa]^ that 
he himself saw, on the Tibiirtine road, ' near the first 
mile-stone, a monument erected to the memoi^'dl^ Pallas^ 
with/ aii inscription^ importing, that the senate voted to 
Pallas the praetorian ornaments, and a sura of fifteen mil- 
lions of 'sesterces, as a reward for his fidelity,' and regard 
for his patrons. See book vii. epist. 29. In a subse- 
quent letter, Pliny mentions the same fact again. He 
states the words of the inscription : Huic seriatuSf 66 
Jtdetn fikaiemque erga pcUronoSf omamehta prataria 
Secrevit'j et sestertium centies quinquegies; cujus honore 
eonUnfUs '/uU. Pliny adds, that be had the curiosity to 
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|»/cQ^p?urisQq^ ifirUjt ^ layisij prais? I^ve4.ttp9^ Dp 
ijj^lcptupifajtbjjtteaef^ pi^Xf^fi^iiifiv^f^fi 
tifd to eogipjcte % fyice, % s^te ^c^ted tb^ ^^ ,^ 
p^rpc sbojjiid rpfjue^t ft njaApmittf^ $^y^ tp yigld 1^ % 
r<5Wtje^^ of Jh|? ffttbPra. P^}la3 still p^isj^^d tp. xrj^ 
tj^e, iQongy, j^ofe^pin^ to Wi; it soul ajiiove th© IflifB qf 
, v^i^lth. ; U W8^ decreed, th^t th^ honours of tbfit ^]Tpg;u|t 
vftetch, ^ 7ell |lj09e which he rcjli^dj 03 th^. wl^^^h hf 
^cgept^ ij^puid Ik; inscribed m hrm^ ftf * P^Wif? ^^ 
.laLsti];^.iii09lifnept See th^ «if count at l^ujg^^ P^nj, \^ 

. Sectk^ LV. 
(^a^ See the Geographical Table. 

SeetumhVh 

^ (a) Wfxrt^ IfktFuf^m, and the riyer iirif, i^thp 
^^9graphiaylTab^e» . , • 

A W .Su?tQmi|§, says, Claudii^ attfjcnpted the JBHictof 
l|d^^ a^ i^^9jt\ with.a view tp the ^oiy of the peifbcmr 
^(^, as ap^ expectation of ad?a^t^e. He fiiu^bed f 
Oai^al tt^r^^.mile? ifl lenjpth, partly by cutting throngl^i 
i^p^parp]^ by Ip.elUni;^ a mouotaip ; ^ worjc o£. pNf^pq^ 
di^^uUy^ thirtjy thousand men having been enipipyed 19 
constant labour for eleven yea,rs together. Suet. b\ Cla^ 

i.2% "■/■ , 

. /c;> j^xo^e^. s^y;^ the cirj;un^%epce of^th^ ifik^ wof 
fif ajr^4 twenty i^ales. ^ 

d^if^M ^}^.^^^? saya» he.blipself saw AgripfHiMk^ 
t^ Mfife of Cla^cUuSy at the naval ^etacl^ adpraye4 
witt)^ a magnificent robe wrought in pvr^ gok), wkhont 
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JWiniiiflit|[ttiji?ip^ 4<Me ea mmlia prcsM sp&^aat^ 

. CfU CA^^S;3»W^NiysG|iACCHU$ wasi* the author .of 
a Jaw in %vour of the Roi^ w toigt^t^. A, U. C. 652, H^ 
added i^ree hiAiidre4 of the ct^imsstrian ord^r to the same 
number of senators, and- vested in tfiat body all judicial 
authority. The SeroHixm law, introduced by Quintus 
Sbrviuus Ci£Pio, iiiibi^ jcqps^ttlsbip A. U. G. G48, re 
pealed t,he AS'enjproman institution, and restored ^t juris- 
diction of the senate, ' 

•'••■• ■ • - • ifaottoii LXI..- .•..«:' 

- ^'.: . • ,'.'-v''! [iRjrtf^ WJ3Ir' " 

(a) Now Cb?iA6tfif<tipp;e« S^6e tb^ GeogiBpUcal fWI>kv 

C6> An obscure man of the name of Andriscus pretend- 

, ed to be the son of Perseusw Kte was found to be an im- 

pc^r, ai^d therefore caljled Fseudcfibilippos. He was 

4i$(eatf 4t and takem prispAer by. Met^Uus,^ <A* U« €• 606, , 

- /.(^;X : Antioqbus UL king of Syria^^ wag^ war against the; 
Pjpfflfi)!^ ^nd wi^ • cqufuered by. I^uciua ' ComeUus Scipio» 
^p^]^. ,Cl JSj64« f ^(^ei|^ }(iog of Ma^wi% was subdued 
^jp^f^tps ;/£immis,i.Ak Ui C» ^86t Aristonicus invadeii 
Asjft JW4 waf ovjeFthrown by Peqn^na, A. U. C 6«3* . 

, (i(I^ Tm-pcippk of Cilieif .Qtt^ out a number of anped 
«})ip%i^lid;iC|(ferHEni» th^ ^((edit^rrane^ Thb was called th(i^ 
Pixatio ^^^ \ SA^ons Antonius, son of the fomous orator, 
qf Ih^tr ufupe,. «JD(d £i^ei of Antony .the triumvir, was 
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^ent, with exfraordinary peweis |rlv«Dtckyjb'iii Uft^te^ilt^ 
ilit^dn, ^ clear the s^as ct iSmt Mfiogfiti^)^^^ 
A» U. €i 684; The war howlsver was not 'brobght to k 
conclusion. In the year 687,' the ad^ne icoAno^MOD ^waft 
^Ven to Pompey, notwithstanding the strong opposition 
of Quintus Catulus, wlio thought that Pompey was grow- 
ing too grelit for his country, and thj^refore entfei4d 'his 
pbblid' j^rotest'agalfttt trusting the'coittmbnwealth'to thfe 
iands of one'ftian. ' See Yelleia^ Paterculiftj li&'ft s. Sl^ 
knd'see Ctcero, Pfro Lege Manilift* ' * ' ;; ' * '*" 

<• ''. .* " * \v» . ' . . '. ' . '. •-»; i' ." , .-, '.•.11 

- '' \ / ' '[ ^' SectimlSdm ''■''''^'\' ^'^'^ '^ 

(a) Montesquieu .makes an ingenious iise of fliis p^* 
sage: Haying bestowed his enooinium ontbe Brihsh con- 
stitution, he observes. that Hjanrltigton, in his Oceam, 
has strained his idea of UtMfty. to.<sq hig]i\ jt^ifc,h, .t^ it 
may amuse in theory^ but never' can exist in practice. 
He built ChalcbdoN)' whenhehiitd Byzantium before 
fais eyes. :Spiritfof Laws, vol. L page 3S244:') . '' :n^ 

-:. SectiM LXIV. ■' . . 

' faj Domitia I^epida is said in the original to'^hce^ve 
beei) the daughter of the younger Antonia. - But this, ae« 
cording to Suetonius, b a mistake. Antony thb trium- 
iiT had two daughters, each called Antonia,' by Octavia^ 
tne sister of Augustus. The eldest, Suetonius says jWl 
married to Lucius Domitius ^nobarbus, and hfliM Irvitf 
the mother of Cneius Domitius iEnobarbus^ the fiitt lit^ 
band of Agrippina, and by her the iadierof Nero. ' 1^ 
the Gctt«ilogicai Table, No. S2, S3 anJS4'. ^ntpma the* 
younger was married to prusus, the brother of* Tiberius,* 
and by him was the mother of Germaniciis 'iUtA the-^m^' 
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peior Chadios. See her cluueacter^ Annab, hr. in the Sup* 
piemen^ s* 27 ; and see die Genealo^cal Table, Ho. 42. 

(a) For Sinuessa, see the Geographical Table. The 
waters of this place are recommended for their salubrity by 
Pliny the elder, lib. xxxi. s. 2. 

Sectum LXIX. 
(aj The thirteenth of October. 
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Sectiokt 



Stlanus and Emilia Lepida,tfaegrand-daughterof Augu^ 
ti]s« See the Genealqgici^l Tablo^ No. 55, 56, and 57* 
f &^ See Annals^ xii. s, 57. tincl 65. ^ 

(a). Hierols ^ssion for the elegant art^ ba^ hf l^ipwa 
how to restrain it within due bounds, might have been not 
unworthy of a prince ; bQt w0 $hall see him in the sequel 
Jif 44culou9fo^ h^ ta^jte, asl^ ^s det^tabk ftpr^kis tice^. 

SedUm IV.. 

(a) Seethe trial of Valerius Asiaticus in, ^^aifuripiMII 
of Claudius, Annals, xi. s* 2. 

(h) This speech gave ..uiwY?r§rt»satisfactiop^ Jt nias, 
probably, written by Seneca. While it promised a reiga 
of moderation, it served ta give the young prince a lesson 
4p the true and^popular arts cf ^^overnment. Dto tells us, 
that the senate ordered it tq be e|iffaved«oa a piHsr ^ 
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solid silver, and to be publicly read every year at the time 
when the consuls eiiie]^ <^ ^jrir^^^afiairacy* Dio^ Ub» 
Ixi. ' 

Section V. 

y(^ 5[^K <^¥^ M^«,'3^Hc\iPiairn<#ii^ ^ 

than open bribeiy, was e^ts^blished by law in the reign of 
Claudius. Annals, xi. s. 28. . . 

r, T »5fe«eto«*VIL TT'i- 

(a) Agrippa was king of Judflea; Antiochus, of Com- 
magene. See the Geographical Table. 

(b) The Lesser Armenia was on this feide of the Eu- 
phrates. See the Geogiay]^|c?il^. Table. Aristobulus was 
the son of Herod, who formerly reigned in Chalds. 
,M\iei Wofo^fi^cwptrjE i^iited 'SqprJwIfe '«ee dl4 jdeogrttf 

Sectton VIIL ^ ,^ 

. * r • ' ,-': U.i. 9t)2 -sVa) 

(a) See the Geographical Table. 

iS^6c#ion XL 

'* ■ (a) IPw iHautius Ls|teranus, see Annal^ xi. s. S6« ' , 

io :■ ^y\ ov ■ :. > r- • . .. 

I;-; ' '.^' y '-■ Section XlL 

. ' (o) ilLCt^ was a purchased slave from Asia. Suetd^ 
nius says that Nero, being .at one time determined to 
marry her, suborned several men of consular rank to 
ff^wc tfat she was of royal descent Suet, in Neron* 
?.!». 
;(6} Othb, a^envsurds empero / 

\ SecHan yaiL I 

.(al)[ Aniueus Serenus was high in the esteem aild friend* 
ship of S^aca,a8 appears, epist. Itiii. > ^ . 
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Sectim XIV. 

(a) Palhs \ras the peison who premie^ on Gb]adixx[ to 
contract an incestucms marriage with his oiec^ Agjdjjjjpfia. 
Prom that time his influence was heyond all bounds. Sue- 
tonius says he was the piince?s treasurer : Pallantem a rd* 
tigmbm. The decree of the senate in hx>np|ir (^.thH^^* 
lent freedmanl^s been mentioned, Annab, }du Sr $8| ^upd i 
noty; (a). Suetoqiiis says, that Pallas and Narcissus (4Mr/ 
dered the public with. such violent rapacity, that Claudius 
at length complained of the impoverished state of his ex« 
chequer, when it was archly said, his coffer^ vx>iM bejull 
enough^ ifhistwofieedmen woiild take Mm into piirtn^^ 
ship. Suet, in Claud, s. 28. The dismission /of' such a 
man from court, and all his employments, was a fatal blow 
to Agrippina. The speech in which she gives vent to her 
indignation is finely itiiitated by Racine, in his tragedy of 
Britannicus : ' ^ 

Pallas n'emporte pas tout Tappui d'Agrippine, 
Le ciel m'en laisse assez pour venger ma mine. 
lie fils de Claudius commence k ressentir 
Des crimes, dont je n'ai que k seul rq>aitin 
J'irai^n'en doute^ point, le montreri Parra^$ 
Piaindre aux yens; des soldats son enfance opprim^e ; 
Lieur faire, k mon exemple, expier lei^r erreur. 
On verra,d'un cot6,le fits d*un empereur 
Redemaadant la foi juinge iL sa iamiUe ; 
£t de Germanicus on attendra la fille : 
De Tautre, Ton verra le fils d'iEnobarbus, 
Appuy^ de SeneqUe, et du tribun Burrhus ; 
iQui tous deuK, de I'exil rappell^ par moi-m£me| 
Pairtagept k mes yeux Pautorit^ 8upr£o(ie# 
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De nos crimes communs je veux qu^on soit instniit; 
Oa s^aura les chetaiBs par. o& je I'ai conduit. 
J'avoftrai les rumeurs les plus injurieuses : 
. ' J^ eoftfesietai tout, 63iils, assa^ihats/ 
PlMtioom^ltt^ ...... 

<«0 "Z^^ dtt£BtMlk tegftft do the tevieilit^^tli 6f Ihiaem^ 
Ijkt^ tad laflfted fifteM days* Hort^ says to Ills Mave, wlto 
wtm l0^«ttti^dte tte «$to% alUiwM ifeKfi^ thf; fenlfi^^ 
^^ '* Age, libertate tfecembri,'^ 

"' - Oilando ita majores voluerant, utere j narra. 
(6) In this play of TFho shall be Ktim f the boys threw 
dice to 4ecide their chance^ Horace alludes to this cus- 
tom^ when he says, 

Nott regna vini sottiere talisi 
': N * lib.i. o4e4. 

And again, 
, Rosc^ die sod«s, jnelior lex, an puerorum 
Naenia^ quae regoum recti facientibus.offert. 

Iyib% i. epist 1. 

; (c) The cdttmenttoi^ cite some vewfe* of Etinitas, which 
they suppose w^e smig hf Brh^nnitiiM bi^ thi^ occasion. 
But i«imt t[h«r say is nmre dohjie«ltif^« ; 

^ . Seqtum XVUh 
(a) They took thd paboes^ villasi add esiEtto of Brten* 
nicus. 

[ Section XXII. 

(a) Seneca odls Balbillus the best of men^ and a 
licholar of uncominoa eiudition. Vmnum ^fmrn^f in 
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cinm Utmmm gemM rofimnM. ^ fieeQuMt^Natiil^^^ 
if. iii»2, - ' ■' ' 

(b) The itomam bod three -mkjB of OKtanoinatii^ «^ 
man from hb coaatry } namely, |Ca»Kiim, iitikgiKJi^ ciijb 
Depwintio». The pmson condemned to edle lost ibe 
nghtB of a citixeni and foifelted ^ Idnds ^ ftb^mfh' 
Seotesce of refc^atkm Tetncnred the pefaon to a ^cHaitt^ 
disteilce ftom Rome^ but, if M fta<( W»i itiiposed^ it . 
H^ak'Bmmy bo other right D^oHaiiM wai^ infenM 'ft>p 
Angvsttts* h was the seif^erest kilid of bMi^iflieilrt* tW 
peraoD coodemiiod w^ hurried uway ixk chaStW, OsApp^ ^ 
all pr(^erty, aitd coofioed to some idlsmid « bibaq^riU0> 
place. 

Section XXVII. 

(a) The Romans had two different modes of enfirao* 
chisement, or of granting freedom to their slaves* Tlie 
first was performed by the prsBtor, who ordered the ^lave to 
turn round, and with a switch or c^ne struck him on the 
head or back, informing him that he was thereby manu* 
mitted. The second way of granting freedom was by 
writing under the master's hand, or by his voluntary de* 
claration in the presence of a few friends. The most 
solemn mode of manumission was that by the rod, called. 
Vmdicta: hence Perseus the satirist says, Vindictu past"^ 
quam fneu9 a praiore recem* The person so enfran- 
chised, obtained all the rights of a Roman citizen. The 
second form of manumission conveyed to the slave a de- 
gree of liberty, but did not rank him in the class of 
citizens, nor allow him to be in any case a legal witness, 
llie consequence was, that the patron, who gmntei 
freedom by his 6wn private act, had time to consider 
whether the slav^, whom he released^ was worfhy of a 
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fiiilhc9 :fl|wi^ Hc'tei^ty if he th tfwglU cpraper^'iimsi' 
him with all the rights of a citizen by the more iohffBon. 
Biofleiof 'manumisBion. fasfore the praetor. See. Heioec- 
4Ba$f Afltiquit JRomah. J|iris. i. tit. 4 and 5. , * > . ;- ^ 
t ;(b) Bins- tiie oomediaQ was a slave beltitigiDg to Do* 
mitia, the esip^ior^s aiidt. See the Genealogical Table, » 
No. 40. He had paid ii ^m of money foir the^degiea tst 
li))erfy, whi^h her pgrivaite; act oonieamAy and stiU re- 
mAosA in her Jistjof freedmen, , Aapiting above t&ttt 
vank; he pvetendkid^ to he ingenuous by hift birth, and; 
l|y Isopseqii^nce, iatltled td all the, rights of a Roman 
oitiSlQti j a»d bis '^ea; we find, Was admitted. It is said, 
that Domitia was obliged to repay to the pantomime; 
actor, the money which she Jiad received for hisJBree- 
^om. »r _' 

-*• " *- ' : seciim jcax/ ' ^* 

'*(<i) It has been already observed, that ^rarium was 
the treasury of the public; . FtscuSf that, of the prince. 
PKny the elder says, that, in the time of th6 republic, , 
when the private exchequer of the emperor was a thing 
unknown^ the money in the treasury, A. U. C. 665, 
ahlounted to a prodigious' sum. It was still greater when 
•fulius CsB^ar, in the beginning of the civil war, A. U. C. 
705, made himself master of all the riches of the common- 
wealth. From that time the dissipation of the emperors, 
and the rapacity of their favourites, effectually drained the ' 
il?fdrmf}^ and lihpoverished the state. 

' ' ^ ^ ;^ ' Sedhn XXXI. 

(a) This amphitheatre was built entirely with wood« 
Suetoiiius says it was completed within the year; and 
that ^ero, in the public spectacles which he exhibited. 
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gave orders that ntme of the combatants shottld be skin^' 
not even the criminals Employed upon that dccasio!^ 
Suet, in Neron. s. i 2. See Pliny, lib. xvi. ». 40; 
* (b) A tax on all commodities exposed to sale was im* 
posed by Augustus, in the consulship of Metellus €Ufid 
Nerva, A. U. C. 755. Dio says it was at first the fiftieth 
penny, but we find that in time the sum was doubled* 



SecthmXXXlL , 

(a) Hiis was Aulus.Plauticvs, who,Jn die reiga of Clau* 
dius, made the first descent on Britain... See the Life of 
Agricala. ^ , 

{b) Lipsius and other conmiehtators- arfe of opinbn^ 
that what is here called a foreign superstltl6ri, XifBs th^ 
Christian religion. • - i ' . 

(c) Stietonius tells us, that Claudius put to death the 
two Julias, the daughters of Drusus and Grermanicus, with- 
out any proof of guilt, and without so much as hearing 
Ihem in their defence, A. U.C. JBS. Suet, in Qaud. 
S.29. 

Sectim XXXm. 
(a) See this book, s. I. 

Sectim XXXIV. ^ ^ - 

(a) Corvinus Messalu was joint consul .with Augustus, 
A. U. C. 723. For more of bim, see the Dialogue con- 
cerning Oratory. 

Se€iimXXX\n* ^ 

(a) This mode of punishment was establis^hed by an** 
cicnt usage. Livy relates, that the cohorts, which had 
lost their colours^ were obliged to remwn on the outside 

VOL. HI. 2 F 
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mi9 immt #*»teF Tiferw Ar^»«v*f U^ji ift- x. 

Section XXXVII. 

• (a) Sec the Geographical Table. 

(6) FortheHyrcafliM^^etheiJeograplucalTable. 

Sectif^n XXXrK. 
(a) For Trcbizondc, sec the Geographical Table, 

l^ieat autK^r, 

(c) See the Geographical Table. 
. (4) For the Ara^^, se^ t^e Geqgnq^^l T*b^^« 

Section ^LII. 

,(«). FPT frw mafti SuiUiin, ff^ee Ano^H !»♦ ^ ?l; An- 
nals, xi. s. 1. 

(6) For the Cincian law against the venality of orators, 
see Annak^ xi. s. 5 and 7« 

(c) Tbis was Julia, the daqghtey gf G^iBianicus* 
Seneca was accused of an intrigue with her, apd banished 
by Claudius to the isle oi Coraica, A. U* C. 7^4. He 
waf W?^e^ l>y th^w^flHCft^epf. Agwppi^ Awals, xii* 

(cQ The charge of usury, with which th^. memory of 
Seneca is loaded, rests 'chielSy on the authority of Dio. 
By that historian w€ ax^ told that the philosopher had 
priced inmense sjiims at int^nest in Brila|p^. ^dj l^y'his 
na^a^Hf and u^;:elentin; d^nuupyds oi; payment, was tli^ 
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h^ been questioned^ but tl^ pass^e in Tacitus gives some 
colour to the charge* 

Section XUIL 

(a) Quintus Pomponius lias been mentioned before; 
Jbiriib;' vi. s. is. for the death bf SaWna Poppaea, see 
At^t\%'±l S.2. '' 

{b) For the Baleares^ see the Geographical Table; ' ' ' 

(aj ill fhis account of t*fe vki^^ pMhhs'^af Mtis, 
Tacitus seems to have had his eye on the paslkgdl'fo' TV* 
rence: 

In ampre hsec omnia insunt vitia : injurifip^r . . 
. iSuspJciones, iQimicitise^ inducue, 
Beflum, pax rursum. EuNUCH.'act. i. s. H^ 

(&) He was sent into banishment* History, iv. s. 44* 

r.. [ .> •: uiSeeHMMiY^, - ' , 

- (^ ProWbly thi^tittrte Wfcd #ii corts^I A. tf. Cf. 762. 
'' (B>'Her niotheV TBpp^^h^ bc)^ mentioned, Atttitisiy 
3tLs.* lands* " : - ' 

(d) The name of .rfie sbtt= ifi^ Rufintrs CApimWj whoi 
T^eafe? toM Sy^'S^ietoniiis/ iims^ (hrown int6^ Ae sea by 
tiri^ of ticro, 1)^ea\!ise Ke tras rtporteti <6 act among Mi 
play-fello#s thfepatl <rf af geiierdf of to ^mperb?. S6et. irt 
Nef'ofi* ST. B5. "dtho; who succeeded! ^rfweH with t^ppten, 
was kfterwards^^Mpetor, 

. V'^;/;' ' Seation XUVU. . * 
ia) See the Geogriij^hical l*abl«F« 
1 (b); ]lfoti^ iay% noHi^ HHa ActtM and »8a PiMiyrf^ 
near the gate oaUed Siflara. 
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9^ Sediow XLVIIL 

^-^ (a) See the Geographical Table; 

Section L* 

(a) The oppressions . exercised by this class of. men arc 
often mentioned by Tacitus^ Liyy, and other jEtom^Q his^ 
torians. , - ' ' -\ .« 

Section 11- . 
(4^ ^^l^oatesquieu. on this subject, Sf^h (tf f^ws, 
)MN>k^;fiu..db<,li>» .\ .. ^^- r .. . ' ■ ,: ^..\-. --\' ' ^ 

Section SAh 

(a) Sul{)icius CdmerfnuV with hissoii/ was aftefWards 
put to death by Nerd, See Appendix to the xviUi bcfok of 
thi Annals. - ' * - 

Sectim LIIL 

(a) Dnisusy the £Ather.43f CS^anicus^ died in Ge> 
rnaoy^ At Uj Cf. 745. ^ I|^ harir i^I^he^^ avcaxs^j^^cfis inen« 
tk)D^4\A"nal^ ii».^^.^^l ^i^to^^av^qt ^liq^pv^rflq^ipgs of 
the Rhine^ which often deluged the adjacent parts of Qau),^ 
he; laid the plan of a strong bank, hy w^ich the rwjaters 

. |¥Oul4hs^v;e been tfupown into a ^i^erent oinir$ey a^d^ djs* 
•f^l^ged into th^ ^k^es, ^^^ .t^^lZyyder^^ee^ , Tl^iS g|^a$ 
work was at length finished by Paulious Popip^i^ii; \ . , ,,; / 

(b) The Artir is now the Sqane,^ ^^^ .phs^j!y% 
tliat tills great undertaking, tending to commu^^icalf^ iim 
Mediterranean and the Ocean, often attempted^ and as 
often abandoned^ was at leiigtirttccomplished, to the 
immortal glory of Lew&'XIV* Hiat «< ltai{(fcaal ^k, 
Worthy of Bkjng/' )sno«r cffiAthe^Anfal^bny^ dr the ' 
Canal of Xanguedoc. .?.:/*.?» k/:»o :'^4, i^i i*. ': 
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. Secth» IIV* 

. (d)rF^rt&s;Frifliiite, seetheQeogmpbieal'TaUe^ , 
^ 1(b) niny. tiie^ elder, ssya, that Fbinpey's' theatre #a9: 

large enough to bold forty. thousand men. Pliny, lib.. 

xxxvi.s. 15. 

(c) The .Germans had no idea of any kind of public 

spectacle tut that which they had seen in their own 

country. * Manners of the. Germans, s. 24. 

Section LV. 

' (a) The country into which the irruption was made, is 
niptx>sed to be the land betweenr JVesd and Dugseldarf. 
The Ansibarians, before they were expelled by the Clu|U-> 
cians, inhabited between the river Amisia (the Ems) and 
^e Rhine. ; . 

(if^ The revolt of the Chcniscans, in which Varus and. 
his three legions perished. Annals, book i. s. 10. 

(c) For the Cbamavians, the Tubantes, and Uslpiansi 
see the Manners of the Germans, s. 32 and 33« 

Section LVI. 

(a) For the Bructerians and Tencteriaos, see the Man- 
ners of the Germans, s. 32 and 33. 

(b) The country on the borders of the river tMpfia^ 
now the Lippe.' 

Section UllL 

(a) See the Geographical Table. 
(6) This was the river Sala^ still known by the same 
name. It discharges itself into the AUnSj now the Elbe^ 

(c) This method of producing salt is explained by Plioy 
in his Natural History, lib. xxxi. s. ?• 
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SeslUm LVm. 

(a) ItwaasiipposedtlittuodertliesfaiideaftUstrt^ 
iDulus and Hemqs were souiished by the' sfaewwoli^ as 
beautifully descifted by Viigil s 

Fec^rat etyiridi fgetam Mavortis in antro 
pTDcubuis^e Itipao) : Geo^nos byic ubera circum 
Ludere pencjentes pueros, et lambere matrem 
Impavidos ; itlain tereti cervice revulsam 
Mulcere alternos, et cprpoiA $Dgere linguft. 

^NStp;^ Ub« Tiiu 

JBim0» wai an old I^a^ laord for inmnma» or the iug 
ol ik& sbe^wolf: tfaeiioe the tr^ vas called Rumivausu 

{iiy Some, of the commentators think that there is a mis-* 
take in the computation^ and that it ought to be eight 
bimdred afid thiity years^ Thit differeace is not nateriaL 
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THE FOURTEEJiTH BOOK 

o» 
THE ANNALS. 



Section h 
(a) OtHO, afterwards emperon See book xiii. s. 45 

Section U. ' 

(a) Act6 has been alirea^ mentioned^ Annals, xiiU 

(b) Marcus iEniiliui^ tj^Mui. S^e' tia (^ti^iihg^dit 
Table, No. 54. 

SwSm.m. ^ 

(a) See the Geographical Table. 

(a) A feast in honour of Minerva, beginning oor tlU» 
iiidete^t&tlv of Mateh, abd c6ii1»itted for five dajTIi See 
Ovid, Fast. lib. iil ver. 713 and 810. 

(b) BauUf formerly the seat of Hortensius, was famoia 
for great plenty of fish'; henc^ af this day the name of 

SecHonY. 
(a) The LucWiae SA^^ tkm lMg9 hatamtk Mpif-x 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



440 NOTES ON T|I£ 

pina's villa was at Baidi^ There Is in the neighbourhood 
a place now called Sepgikhro d'Jgrippina. 

Section IX^ 

rj|^)/Ii ;iiVstill. jcalfledy -fls .mentumed above, Sepoklfto 
d^Agrippina. 

(b) Marius, Pompey, and Csesar, had their villas in the 
neighbourhood of BaUe, all btiilt on the ridge of hills^ 
and looking, as Seneca says, more like military works 
than rural seats. Sdas^ man viMas esse, sed castra. 
Epist51. 

^. .. ... - J Section XL, , . . ^ 

(a) See her attempt prevented by Seneca, Annals^ xHU. 

,\ , , . . . Section XII. 

(a) This eclipse was the day before the kalends of Mfiy^ 
^t is^pn the SPth, of .April, A. U, C. 812 ; of the ChrisJ- 
tian aera 59. See Pliny, lib. ii, s. 70. 

(f>) For Junia Calvina, see Annals, xii. s. 8; and the 
Geneak)gical Table, No^l32. Fot Calpamia, Annals, xii. 

s. 22. , .•'*'."'*. '•.*:•' ^ 

(d) For LoUia Paulina, see Annals, xii. s. 22. 
(d) Iturius and Calvisius: banished by Nero; Annals^ 
':riius^22.'-'- •', ■ r' • *-' ^.- ' ' - . ' A ( } 

: .^) Silana ^wAsi also . banished fay , Hero ; Anniadc^ xiSia 
s. 22. . ' i:r:... /..;... ;^ ■ '» 

$€cfion XIV. ' 

(a) This was a circus begun by Calignda^ and i^u]iie<| 
by Nero. The church of St. Peter is built on this spot," 
and the obelisk which stood there, was placed before St« 
Pe^'i at a< vast exp^ee^ by fiope Siitus V«; 
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Section XV. 

(a) We are told by Dio, that ^lia Catella^ a woman of 
four-score, exposed hersdf and old age to scorn, by danc* 
ing on the stage, among the court ^oophants of the time. 
Dio, lib. Ixu 

(b) Suetonius says, that the leaders of this new society 
had salaries of forty thousand sesterces allowed them* Iai 
Neron. s. 20. 

Section XVI. 

(a) Brotier compares this poetical patchwork to the 
b<mt$ rim(Sj which exercised thembor poets of Francse io 
the last centyry. 

Section XVII. 

(a) See the (Greographical Table. 

(6) It does not appeair when this man was expelled 
the senate. The account of that a£fair is lost. It is 
probable that this is the liyineus Regulus, who is men« 
tinned Annals iii, s. 11. 

Sec«io» XVni, 

(a) He was afterwards restored to his rank. Hist jL-. 
s. 17. For the Cyrcnians, see the Geographicai Table. 

(&) This African king^accordio^, to Liyy» efntome !«• 
died A. U. C. 658, and left all his possessions ta the! Bo^ 
man people. 

Section XIX« 
(a) Donutiiis Afer was a man of ambition, wiHi^g to 
advance his fortune by the wont of crimes. Qaoqwji^ 
einor0 pr&perm ^lareneren iAinBi|l% iv« 8« 52^ He is 
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praised by Quintilian a» an orator of considerable elo- 
quence. See the Dialogue concerning .pratoiy. 

Stcfufti XX. 

(a) Suetonius informs us^ thai Nero vtks the first that 
instituted, in imitation of the Greeks, a trial of slciH in the 
three several arts pf music, wrestling, and horse-racing, to 
bci " p^rfornierf eyery five years, which he called Keromcu 
In Neron. s, 12. 

(b) This theatre has, been mentioned, book xiii. s. 54. 
It was. bi^ilt A. U. C. 6*99. 

(e) An^ongthe ttohian knights there were fouf lyecurUB 
appointect to exereise jurisiflction. SiicftcJttius sifys, that 
Caligula, to reliere the judges from the fatigue of busi- 
ness, added a fift^ clas$ to the former four. In Calig: 
s. 16. \ 

{a} The pantomime^perfonners wwe Bttmght ttr Rome 
f^mThsicanyy A. U. C. S0(^. Livy, Ifb. tft. s. 21 ' 

(6) The people called T%urii inhahittecf part of Ltfca-/ 
nia. The spectacle of horse-races was invented by 
them, and exhibited at Kome A. 17. C. 140. Livy, lib. i. 

(<^ ImAbb^ Mmemts ^nvp^eusi CoAkiStif A^ U. .C« 
(>06^andoblaisiedlltetitte ol jtf^ TeHbios 7k- 
tent Ufa. 1^.6^1^ 

Sectim XXII. 

(a) Thb place recerred' itl^ name from its proximity 
t« ttn? Stmltfiiiiie ImJIos,. md war tbence oaHsd* Subh- 

^ (b^ The Bfaitiai vmttm were owieyei^ W Rwiv in * 
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aqoeddets of gt^t tti1>Dur And txpe&ee by Atico^ Maf <" 
cius, one of the Roman kings. See PUny^ in>« Jbaii 

5bc«io« XXHI. 

(a) See Ai\|ml% xiiL t« 41/ 

(b) See tlie Geographical Table. 

(c) For the M ardians, see Ae Q«ogrq>Ucal T^bU^ 

Section XXIV. 
(a) For the Tauranitii, see the Gec^r^lncal Table. 

Section XXV. • 

(a> The shortest way to Hyrcania was by the Caspian 
Sea; but, for the reason given by Tacitus, the Red Sea 
was thought more eligible. 

Sedixm XXVL 
(a) Tiridates was brother to Vologeses,- flie . Parthian 
king. See Annals, xii. s. 51 : and book xiii. s. 37 ^^^ ^^r 
' (i) Archehtus was king of Cappadocia. See Annals, 
a.s.42. 

(e) Pharasnaanes has been often mentioned as king of 
Iberia; Polemon, king of PontU9; Aristobulus king of 
jtlrmemor Mmor; and Antiochus of Conmuxgene, 
{&) See Annals, xit. s. 45. 

&c«o« XXVU* 
(a) For Laodicea, see the Geographical l^ble. 

Sectum XXVm. 

(a) Suetonius says, Neto struck off the supenHtftierary 
candidates, and, to make them some compeosatioa lor 
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the delpy of their hopes, isrigoed thesn posts of bMdur k 
Ili$ legioiis.* Ifi.NefOD. $..15. 

(6) The sum, by way of penalty for a frivolous and vtxn 
atious appeal^ was one third of the money in dispute be- 
tween the parties. Tlie words of the law, were, jlssertar, 
si provocet, in ejusmadi tertiam caneredebetj qaamti eaksa 
astimata est 

(c) The people of Mauritania. 

(d) For an account of Vibius Crispus, an advocate 
who accumulated immense riches, see the Dialogue con*' 
ceming Oratory, s. 8, 

Sectim XXIX. 

(a) Petronius Turpilianus, during his consulship, was 
the author of a law, called Lex Petronia, by which the 
master was no longer at liberty, at his, will and pleasure^ 
to compel any of his slaves to fight the wild beiaists ; but 
a just ground of complaint, appearing before the proper 
Qia^trate, that mode of punishment was enforced JSo- 
minis potestas ablata est ad bestias depugnmdas sua ar^ 
bUrio servos tradendi^ Ohlato tamen judki smvc^ si 
justa sit domini querela^ sic pcsne tradetiir. Digest* 
lib*. xlviii« tit* 8. He was also the author of a decree, 
called the TurpiUan . Pecree, by which all, wha begari 
a prosecution, and either harassed the defendant by de->, 
lays, or abandoned the cause, were subjected to heavy 
penalties. Two regulations so just, that it is wonderful 
says Brotier, how they escaped the notice of Tacitus. 

(5) For the inactivity and uewarlike -spirit of JVulus , 
Didius, see Annals, :siu s. 40$ and Life of Agricola» 
s. 14. 

(c) For the Silures, sec the Geographical Table.. '^ 

(d) MoJX^,n(m'j1ngksey. 
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Section XXX, 
<9) F(flr an accoant of the Druids^ see C^sasar^s Ccmimen* 
tftries. • ^ 

Sectwn XXXI. 

a). Prasutagus, king of the Icenians. See theGeogra-. 
phical. Table.* tlie outrages committed by the Roman* 
are strongly painted by th'e late Mr. Glover^ after his ma;, 
ster Tacitus, ... ^ 

Sectim XXXII. 

((z) The world at that time was overbast by the gloom of 
siipQfstltion. . The BomaDS often knew bow to avail tbem- 
9^lTCsof it; but the Barbarians in this instance badibe 
advantage. 

(b) Houses seemed to be inverted in the water; but the 
laws of optics were not considered by the Britons, vln 
their iniads everything was a prognostic., 

- S€ceia»xxxm. 

{a) London, even at that trme, was the seat of trade and 
eomi»erte. If It has gone on increasing for above 
1700 years, till jt is now become the greatest city in the 
world, it is because industry has been protected by a 

' comtitutioiv which has improved during the whole dme. 

xad is now the wonder and the envy of surrounding 

liations, . • 

;(i) Veralanum, now yeruhm near Si. Albans, ih Hert^ 

ford^ire* The' |^eat Bacon has made the name immor- 
tal. 



Digitized 



by Google 



446 : lfOT£S am TBK 

Seaim XXXV. 
(o^ XNo has imt into the immtli of BiMtffioct « iDilg^ a 
tedious, and enervate speech. 

SeciumXXXVn. 
{a) According to Camden, the pamp of the second I^on 
was in Monmouthshire, at a place calle^^ ly the Britons^ 
Kabr Lhbion, Urhs l^gionis, the ci^ of the legion. 
The place where this battle was fought is not ascertained ; 
but it is cedent that Suetonius had collected his forces 
from all quarters* 

SeoikmXXXVUL 
{a} Hum is veMO» to iirf^ frMi a pdssage in the If is^ 
teify'bcok i cSd, ikit the ^ightiilfidlkrycidhoits w<ere Ba^ 
tavians. ' 

SeelumXU 

(a) Antonius Primus will be seen, in the History of 'R-' 
citus, .acting the part of an able general. 

(b) The man who thinks poverty the tvorst of evils, 
will not be long before be t^iaks honesty a n^jged vhtue. 
Seneca has left a very different maxim. Si vi^ vmare 
omno, out pauper sis cpoftiet, uut pauperi dn^Uf* 
£pigLfVtt, 

(4 The Cctfuelian hvr was enacted by ComeUus SyllA 
the- dictator^ who made bEinishment to an island the stflH 
tence to be passed on all who should suppress a true will^ 
Of forgfi a &be one. It appears however in the History, 
book ii. 8. 86, that Aatoiuus was only cxpetted the 
senate. 
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Section .XIJ> 
(a) That punishment wai ftitiie? ejil% r«i«g"afwi to an 
i»lw4, or d«;gradatipri' fr<)in the ojflfcnder's xa»k. 0»«nei^ 

nis amissime puniri placuiL 6ee Julius Paulu^i De In- 
jiariis^ leg. xU , , 

Sectm^Ul. 

(a) Slfivg^ were Jn the h^it of saving money in order 
Xq pu^Qba§e their fteedqm. , See the case of Paris the 
comedian, bopk xui, 5. 27-^ See also Sencca» Epifit. 
Ixxx. 

(&) Caitts Cai^iu? has been .mentioned to bis honour, 
boqk xii. $• \2. 

Section XLV. 

(a) See a decree of the senate on this subject. Annals, 
xiii, s. 32. 

Section XLVT. 
(a) See book xil. s. 59. 

Section XLVIL 
(a) Pliny the elder, lib. xv. s. 4, sa}'s, that the Greeks, 
the inventors of every kind of vice, were the first that made 
oil subservient to the corruption of manners, by distribut- 
ing it at their public spectacles. Us^im olei ad luxuriant 
vertere Graci, vitiorum omnium genitoreSy in Gymnasii» 
publicando. 
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SectkmXLVUL 

(a) See Annals^ xiiL s. 28. 

{bj Capito was formerly accused by the people of Cili* 
cia^ and convictedof oppression and extortion. Annab^ 
xili. s. 33. 

fcj The tribunitian power was^ assumed by Augustn% 
as he said, for the purpose of protecting the pec^le. Ad 
ilLendam plebem tribunicio jure contentum se ferebaU 
Annals, i. s. 2. It was, in fact, the whole exe6utive 
power of the , state vested in one man, who could, at his 
will and pleasure, controuV the senate and all the magi* 
strates. 

(d) By this judgement Antistius was to suffer more wia- 
jmnimythsit is, as Suetonius explains it, to be fastened stark 
naked by the neck within a forked stick, and scourged to 
death. Suet in Neron. s. 49. 

Section XLIX. . • ' 

{aj The senate often decided, without calling on each 
member for his opinion, by dividing the house ; per dis^ 
^smnem. Pliny the younger describes the manner of 
doing it; You who think so, go to that side; as m^ny 
as are of a contrary opinion, go to this side. Lex ita 
discessionem fieri jubet y qui hoc sentitis in, hancpartem^ 
^i alia omnia, in illam partem ite qu& sentitis, Plinius, 
lib* viij. ep. 14. 

(b) This was Vitellius, afterwards emperor. 

Section L. 

(a J This man was one of the pernicious race of ifi- 
formers in the reign of Domitian. Juvenal mentions 
bim. Sat. iv. ver. 123. 
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Section LI. 

(a) l^igellbus rose from obeimri^ to te in high favour 
with Nero. He was the grand teacher of debaudierj and 
eirery Vice* Jfirenal has^ recorded Mm, sat. i. ver. 155. 
See an account of the pirodigious banquet given hj tfiu 
pian, Annals, xv. s. 37. 

Stoltion ML 

(a) fi is not settled among the eriUcs, jirhether St oepa 
did not write some of the tragedies that beajr this nam^* 

^ Section lAU. 

(a) Agrippa, in the year of Rome 731, retired to the 
isle' of Lesbos, now Metetin. 

(b) MsBoenas had a house aod nKn^ificetit gardes near 
Mount Esquiline. Pliiqr aa^ that .the pracljice of hi^^iof 
pleasure-grounds within.the wa&s cf a city, wa» unknown^ 
till Epicurus led the way at Athens. Prmm Aqc instituit 
Athenis Epicuims, otii magister. Usque ad eum moris nan 
juerat in opjpidis habitati rata* Pliny, lib. six. s. 4. The 
gardens of Epicuras are become pfiMieriiiaL 

(c) Seneca was a native of Spain ; bom at Cbn{tii^ ^ 
now Cofdow. 

(d) Seneca had a number of villas and extensive gar- 
dens. Juvenal mentions 

■ Bfagnos Senecee praedivitis hortos. 

Sat. X. ver. 16, 

The name of one of hi& viHas was Namentamm, as appears 
epist. cx« where he-says, Ex Nomentano mea te sahto^ 

(e) This confirms the account given by Dio of Us 
immoderate riches; but perhaps that historian exagge- 
rate when he imputes insurrecticxMi in Britain to the exac- 
tions of Seneca. 
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Sectm hVL 

(a) In tbe Ani!ials9 book xl, we. have seen Vi^ellius con- 
sul for the thiW time. 

. (b) Volusigs has .be^n^ mentioned as^ an honest man, 
who acquired }»$. wealth by'hbnourable means, and lived 
to a great age. Annals, xiii. s. 30. . 

Sectiim LVIl. 
- fd^ For Rubellius Plautus, see this book, s. 22. For 
Cornelius Sylla, see book xiii.,s. 47. 

(b) Rubellius Plautus was the son of Rubellius Blandus 
and Julia, See the Genealogical Table, No. 'J6. - 

Section LIX. -: *.. 

(a) Tfiis philosopher is praiicd by Pliny as an atthpr 
<f aistihjgfaished merit. Muspnius has been also much ; 
comsiend^d for his moral doctrine. 

(h) fier fother, the emperor Claudius, ' '['^ 

; - Section LXL - 
(a) This wasEucerus, a native of Alexandria, mention- 
ed ins. &0^. ... • 

Section LXII. ^ 

CaJ For Anicetus, the murderer of Agrippina, see this- 
book, s, 7* . . • 

.... Section LXIII. 

faj . See the Geographical Table. ' 
(bj Julia, the daughter of Germanicus and Agrippina, : 
was bani^ed by the emperor Claudius, A. U. C." 79^4.: ^ 

(c) The emperor Claudius her lather, and her brodwr' 
Britamiicus, were both poisoned. See Annals, xii. s. 67 ^ • 
and Annals, xiii. s. l6. 
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Section LXIV. 

(a) Nero was adopted by (Jlaudius her father, and con- 
sequently was brother to Octavia. 

Section LXV. 

(a) Doriphorus, according to Dio, was private secretary 
to Nero, Pallas, the freedman of Claudius, Jias been often 
mentioned. He was dismissed from all his employments 
by Nero. See Annals, xiii. s. 14. Brotier says that his 
monument was found near Rome, in the year 1720. 

(b) For more of Piso, see Annals, xv. s. 48. 
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